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PREFACE. 


This  book  closes  the  series  of  the  Littlepage  Manu- 
sciipts,  T^hich  have  been  given  to  the  world,  as  contain- 
ing a  fair  account  of  the  comparative  sacrifices  of  time, 
money  and  labour,  made  respectively  by  the  landlord 
and  the  tenants,  on  a  New  York  estate ;  together  with 
the  manner  in  which  usages  and  opinions  are  changing 
among  us ;  as  well  as  certain  of  the  reasons  of  these 
changes.  The  discriminating  reader  will  probably  be 
able  to  trace  in  these  narratives  the  progress  of  those 
innovations  on  the  great  laws  of  morals  which  are  be- 
coming so  very  manifest  in  connexion  with  this  interest, 
setting  at  naught  the  plainest  principles  that  God  has 
transmitted  to  man  for  the  government  of  his  conduct, 
and  all  under  the  extraordinary  pretence  of  favouring 
liberty !  In  this  downward  course^  our  picture  emliraces 
some  of  the  proofs  of  that  looseness  of  views  on  the  sub- 
ject of  certain  species  of  property  which  is,  in  a  degree, 
perhaps,  inseparable  from  the  semi-barbarous  condition 
of  a  new  settlement;  the  gradation  of  the  squatter, 
from  him  who  merely  makes  his  pitch  to  crop  a  few 
fields  in  passing,  to  him  who  carries  on  the  business  by 
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wholesale;  mid  last,  though  not  least  in  this  catalog I'j 
of  marauders,  the  anti-renter. 

It  would  be  idle  to  deny  that  the  gi-eat  principle  \^hic'li 
lies  at  the  bottom  of  anti-rentism,  if  principle  it  can  hv 
c'-llcl,  is  the  assumption  of  a  claim  that  the  interests 
and  wishes  of  numbers  are  to  be  respected,  though  done 
at  a  .-sacrifice  of  the  clearest  rights  of  the  few.  That  this 
is  not  li])erty,  but  tyranny  in  its  worst  form,  every  right- 
tiiiiiking  and  right-feeling  man  must  be  fully  aware. 
Kvery  one  who  knows  much  of  the  bistory  of  the  past, 
and  of  the  influence  of  classes,  must  understand,  thai 
^^hcne^er  the  educated,  the  afHucnt,  and  the  praeiisecl, 
choose  to  unite  their  means  of  com]>ination  and  money 
tt)  control  the  political  destiny  of  a  coimtry,  they  become 
irresistible  ;  making  the  most  subservient  tools  of  tho.s ; 
very  masses  who  vainly  imagine  t/'iry  are  the  true  guar- 
dians of  their  o^^n  libortio:.  The  well-known  election 
of  1S40  is  a  memorable  instance  of  the  power  of  sue>. 
a  combination  ;  though  that  was  a  combination  fonnt  d 
mostly  for  the  mere  purposes  of  faction,  sustained  per- 
hai)s  by  the  desperate  designs  of  the  insolvents  of  i\w 
country.  Such  a  combination  was  necessarily  wantiiip: 
in  union  among  the  aillucnt ;  it  had  not  the  high  suppiirt. 
of  principles  to  giveit  sanctity,  and  it  affords  little  more 
than  the  proof  of  the  power  of  money  and  leisure,  when 
applied  in  a  very  doubtful  cause,  in  wielding  the  masses 
of  a  great  nation,  to  be  the  instruments  of  their  own 
subjection.  No  wcll-intcntioncd  American  legislator, 
consequently,  ought  ever  to  lose  sight  of  the  fact,  that 
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eacii  invasion  of  the  right  which  he  sanctions  is  a  blow 
stnick  against  liberty  itself,  which,  in  a  country  like  this, 
has  no  auxiliary  so  certain  or  so  powerful  as  justice. 

The  State  of  New  York  contains  about  43,000  square 
miles  of  land ;  or  something  like  27,000,000  of  acres.  In 
1783,  its  population  must  have  been  about  200,000  souls. 
With  such  a  proportion  between  people  and  surface  it 
is  unnecessary  to  prove  that  the  husbandman  was  not 
quite  as  dependent  on  the  landholder,  as  the  landholder 
was  dependent  on  the  husbandman.  This  would  have 
been  true,  had  the  State  been  an  island;  but  we  all  know 
that  it  was  surrounded  by  many  communities  similarly 
situated,  and  that  nothing  else  was  so  abundant  asJand. 
All  notions  of  exactions  and  monopolies,  therefore,  must 
be  untrue,  as  appHed  to  those  two  interests  at  that  day. 

In  1786-7,  the  State  of  New  York,  then  in  possession 
of  all  powers  on  the  subject,  abolished  entails,  and  other- 
wise brought  its  law  of  real  estate  in  harmony  with  the 
institutions.  At  that  time,  hundreds,  perhaps  thousand;', 
of  the  leases  which  have  since  become  so  obnoxious,  were 
in  existence.  With  the  attention  of  the  State  drawn 
directly  to  the  main  subject,  no  one  saw  anything  in- 
compatible with  the  institutions  in  them.  li  woifell  that 
the  UauBordi  had  bought  the  tenants  to  occupy  their  lands 
by  the  UberaiUy  of  their  concessions,  and  that  the  latter 
were  the  obliged  parties.  Had  the  landlords  of  that  day 
endeavoured  to  lease  for  one  year,  or  for  ten  years,  no 
tenants  could  have  been  found  for  wild  lands;  but  it  be- 
came a  different  thing,  when  the  owner  of  the  soil  agreed 
a2 
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to  part  with  it  for  ever,  in  consideration  of  a  very  lo^' 
rent,  panting  six  or  eight  years  free  from  any  charge 
Avhatever,  and  consenting  to  receive  the  product  of  the 
R(»il  itself  in  lien  of  money.  Then,  indeed,  men  were 
not  only  willing  to  come  into  the  terms,  hut  eager ;  the 
hest  evidence  of  Avhich  is  the  fact,  that  the  same  tenants 
might  have  hought  land,  out  and  out,  in  every  direction 
around  them,  had  they  not  preferred  the  easier  terms  of 
tlie  leases.  Now,  that  these  same  men,  or  their  succes- 
sors, have  become  rich  enough  to  care  more  to  be  rid  of 
the  iuCTimbrance  of  the  rent  than  to  keep  their  money, 
the  rights  of  the  parties  certainly  arc  not  altered. 

In  1789,  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  came 
into  operation ;  New  York  being  a  party  to  its  creation 
and  conditions.  By  that  Constitution,  the  State  delibe- 
rately deprived  itself  of  the  poAver  to  touch  the  covenants 
of  these  leases,  without  conceding  the  power  to  any  other 
government ;  unless  it  might  be  through  a  change  of  the 
Constitution  itself.  As  a  necessary  consequence,  these 
leases,  in  a  legal  sense,  belong  to  the  institutions  of  NeAv 
York,  instead  of  being  opposed  to  them.  Not  only  is 
the  spirit  of  the  institutions  in  harmony  with  these  leases, 
but  so  18  the  letter  also.  Men  must  draw  a  distinction 
between  the  *'  spirit  of  the  institutions"  and  their  own 
"spirits;"  the  latter  being  often  nothing  more  than  a 
stomach  that  Is  not  easily  satisfied.  It  would  be  just  as 
true  to  affirm  that  domestic  slavery  is  opposed  to  the 
institutions  of  the  United  States,  as  to  say  the  same  of 
these  leases.    It  would  be  just  as  rational  to  maintain, 
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because  A.  does  not  choose  to  make  an  associate  of  B., 
that  be  is  acting  in  opposition  to  the  **  spirit  of  the  in- 
stitutioBs,"  inasmuch  as  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
adyances  the  dogma  that  men  are  bom  equal,  as  it  is  to 
say  it  is  opposed  to  the  same  spirit,  for  B.  to  pay  rent 
to  A.  according  to  his  c^enant. 

It  is  pretended  that  the  durable  leases  are  feudal  in 
their  nature.  We  do  not  conceive  this  to  be  true ;  but, 
admitting  it  be  so,  it  would  only  prove  that  feudality, 
to  this  extent,  is  a  part  of  the  institutions  of  the  State. 
What  is  more,  it  would  become  a  part  over  which  tlie 
State  itself  has  conceded  all  power  of  control,  beyond 
that  which  it  may  remotely  possess  as  one  out  of  twenty- 
eight  communities.  As  respects  this  feudal  feature,  it  is 
not  easy  to  say  where  it  must  be  looked  for.  It  is  not 
to  be  found  in  the  simple  fact  of  paying  rent,  for  that  is 
so  genoral  as  to  render  the  whole  country  feudal,  could 
it  be  true ;  it  cannot  be  in  the  circumstance  that  the  rent 
is  to  be  paid  **  in  kind,"  as  it  is  called,  and  in  labour, 
for  that  is  an  advantage  to  the  tenant,  by  affording  him 
the  option,  since  the  penalty  of  a  failure  leaves  the  al- 
ternative of  paying  in  money.  It  must  be,  therefore, 
that  these  leases  are  feudal  because  they  run  for  ever! 
Now  the  length  of  the  lease  is  clearly  a  concession  to 
the  tenant,  and  was  so  regarded  when  received ;  and 
there  is  not  probably  a  single  tenant,  under  lives,  who 
would  not  gladly  exchange  his  term  of  possession  for 
that  of  one  of  these  detestable  durable  leases ! 

Among  the  absurdities  that  have  been  circulated  on 
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this  subject  of  feudality,  it  has  been  pretended  that  the 
well-known  English  statute  of  "  quia  emptores'  has  pro- 
hibited lines  for  alienation;  or  that  the  quarter-sales, 
fifth-sales,  sixth-sales,  &c.  of  our  own  leases  were  con- 
trary to  the  law  of  the  realm,  when  made.  Under  the 
common  law,  in  certain  cases  of  feudal  tenures,  the  fines 
for  alienation  were  an  incident  of  the  tenure.  The  sta- 
tute of  quia  emplorcs  abolished  that  general  principle, 
but  it  in  no  manner  forbade  parties  to  enter  into  covenants 
of  the  nature  ofqitarter-salcSf  did  they  see  fit.  The  common 
law  gives  all  the  real  estate  to  the  eldest  son.  Our  sta- 
tute divides  the  real  estate  among  the  nearest  of  kin, 
without  regard  even  to  sex.  It  might  just  as  well  be 
pretended  that  the  father  cannot  devise  all  his  lands  to 
his  eldest  son,  under  our  statute,  as  to  say  that  the  law 
of  Edward  I.  prevents  parties  from  bargaining  for  quarter- 
sales.  Altering  a  provision  of  the  common  law  does  not 
preclude  parties  from  making  covenants  similar  to  its 
ancient  provisions. 

Feudal  tenures  were  originally  divided  into  two  great 
classes;  those  which  were  called  the  military  tenure,  or 
knight's  service,  and  tdccage.  The  first  tenure  was  that 
which  became  oppressive  in  the  progress  of  society.  Soc- 
cage  was  of  two  kinds ;  free  and  villain.  The  first  has  an 
afiinity  to  our  own  system,  as  connected  with  these 
leases ;  the  last  never  existed  among  us  at  all.  When 
the  kmght*8  service,  ox  military  tenures  of  England  were 
converted  into  free  soccage,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  IF., 
the  concession  was  considered  of  a  character  so  favour- 
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able  to  liberty  as  to  be  classed  among  the  great  mea- 
aoies  of  the  time ;  one  of  which  was  the  Habetu  Corpus 
Act ! 

The  only  feature  of  oar  own  leases,  in  the  least  ap- 
proaching "villain  soccage,"  is  that  of  the  ''day's 
works."  But  every  one  acquainted  with  the  habits  of 
American .  life,  will  understand  that  husbandmen,  in 
general,  throughout  the  northern  States,  would  regard 
it  as  an  advantage  to  be  able  to  pay  their  debts  in  this 
way ;  and  the  law  gives  them  an  option,  since  a  failure 
to  pay  "in  kind,"  or  in  "work,"  merely  incurs  the  for- 
feiture of  paying  what  the  particular  thing  is  worth  in 
money.  In  point  of  £m^  money  has  always  been  received 
for  these  "  days'  works,"  and  at  a  stipulated  price. 

Bat,  it  is  pretended,  whatever  may  be  the  equity  of 
these  leasehold  contracts,  that  they  are  offensive  to  the 
tenants,  and  ought  to  be  abrogated  for  the  peace  of  the 
State.  The  State  is  bound  to  make  all  classes  of  men 
respect  its  laws,  and  in  nothing  more  so  than  in  the  fid- 
filment  of  their  legal  contracts.  The  greater  the  number 
of  the  offenders,  tiie  higher  the  obligation  to  act  with 
decision  and  efficiency.  To  say  that  these  disorganizers 
imght  not  to  be  put  down,  is  to  say  that  crime  is  to  obtain 
impunity  by  its  own  extent;  and  to  say  that  they  coitno^ 
be  put  down  "  under  our  form  of  gov.emment,"  is  a  direct 
admission  that  the  government  is  unequal  to  the  dis- 
charge of  one  of  the  plainest  and  commonest  obligations 
of  all  civilized  society.  If  this  be  really  so,  the  sooner 
we  get  rid  of  the  present  form  of  government  the  better. 
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The  notion  of  remedying  such  an  evil  by  concession,  is  as 
puerile  as  it  is  dishonest  The  larger  the  concessions 
become,  the  greater  will  be  the  exactions  of  a  cormorant 
cupidity.  As  soon  as  quiet  is  obtained  by  these  means, 
in  reference  to  the  leasehold  tenures,  it  will  be  demanded 
by  some  fresh  combination  to  attain  some  other  end. 

When  Lee  told  Washington,  at  Monmouth, "  Sir,  your 
troops  will  not  stand  against  British  grenadiers,"  Wash- 
ington is  said  to  have  answered,  "  Sir,  you  have  never 
tried  them."  The  same  reply  might  be  given  to  those  mise- 
rable traducers  of  this  Republic,  who,  in  order  to  obtain 
votes,  affect  to  think  there  is  not  sufficient  energy  in  its 
Government  to  put  down  so  barefaced  an  attempt  as  this 
of  the  anti-renters  to  alter  the  conditions  of  their  own 
leases  to  suit  their  own  convenience.  The  county  of  Dc- 
laAvare  has,  of  itself,  nobly  given  the  lie  to  the  assertion, 
the  honest  portion  of  its  inhabitants  scattering  the  knaves 
to  the  four  winds,  the  moment  there  was  a  fair  occasion 
made  for  them  to  act.  A  single,  energetic  proclamation 
from  Albany,  calling  "  a  spade  a  spade,"  and  not  affecting 
to  gloss  over  the  disguised  robbery  of  these  anti-renters, 
and  laying  just  principles  fairly  before  the  public  mind, 
would  of  itself  have  crashed  the  evil  in  its  germ.  The 
people  of  New  York,  in  their  general  capacity,  are  not 
the  knaves  their  servants  evidently  suppose. 

The  Assembly  of  New  York,  in  its  memorable  session 
of  1846,  has  taxed  the  rents  on  long  leases ;  thus,  not 
only  taxii^^  the  same  property  twice,  but  imposing  the 
worst  sort  of  income-tax,  or  one  aimed  at  a  few  indi\i- 
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duals.  It  has  "  thimble-rigged"  in  its  legislation,  as  Mr. 
Ff a^h  Litdepage  not  nnaptly  terms  it ;  endeavouring  to 
do  that  indirectly,  which  the  Constitution  will  not  permit 
it  to  do  directly.  In  other  words,  as  it  can  pass  no  direct 
Uw  ''impairing  the  obligation  of  contracts,"  while  it  can 
regulate  descents,  it  has  enacted,  so  far  as  one  body  of 
the  legislature  has  power  to  enact  anything,  that  on  the 
dfatk  of  a  landlord  the  tenant  may  convert  his  lease  into 
\  mortgage,  on  discharging  which  he  shall  hold  his  land 
in  fee! 

We  deem  the  first  of  these  measures  far  more  tyran- 
nical than  the  attempt  of  Great  Britain  to  tax  her  Colo- 
nies, which  brought  about  the  Revolution.  It  is  of  the 
xame  general  character — that  of  unjust  taxation ;  while 
it  is  attended  by  circumstances  of  aggravation  that  were 
altogether  wanting  in  the  policy  of  the  mother  country. 
This  is  not  a  tax  for  revenue,  which  is  not  needed ;  but 
t  tax  to  "  choke  off"  the  landlords,  to  use  a  common 
American  phrase.  It  is  clearly  taxing  nothing,  or  it  is 
tiling  the  same  property  twice.  It  is  done  to  conciliat  e 
tbree  or  four  thousand  voters,  who  are  now  in  the 
nuket,  at  the  expense  of  three  or  four  hundred  who,  it 
ii  known,  are  not  to  be  bought.  It  is  unjust  in  its  mo- 
tires,  its  means,  and  its  end.  The  measure  is  discredit- 
able to  dnrilixation,  and  an  outrage  on  liberty. 

But,  tlie  other  law  mentioned  is  an  atrocity  so  grave, 
u  to  alarm  every  man  of  common  principle  in  the  State, 
vereit  not  so  Ibeble  in  its  devices  to  cheat  the  Consti- 
titioB,  as  to  esdte  contempt  This  extraordinary  power 
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is  exercised  because  the  legislature  can  control  the  law 
of  descents,  though  it  cannot  "  impair  the  obligation  of 
contracts  !*'  Had  the  law  said  at  once  that  on  the  death 
of  a  landlord  each  of  his  tenants  should  own  his  farm  in 
fee,  the  ensemble  of  the  fraud  would  have  been  preserved, 
since  the  **  law  of  descents"  would  have  been  so  far 
regulated  as  to  substitute  one  heir  for  another:  but 
changing  the  nature  of  a  contract,  with  a  party  who  has 
nothing  to  do  with  the  succession  at  all,  is  not  so  very 
clearly  altering,  or  amending,  the  law  of  descents !  It 
is  scarcely  necessary  to  say  that  every  reputable  court 
ill  the  country,  whether  State  or  Federal,  would  brand 
such  a  law  with  the  disgrace  it  merits. 

But  the  worst  feature  of  this  law,  or  attempted  law, 
remains  to  be  noticed.  It  would  have  been  a  premium 
on  murder.  Murder  has  already  been  committed  by 
these  anti-renters,  and  that  obviously  to  effect  their 
ends;  and  they  were  to  be  told  that  whenever  you 
shoot  a  landlord,  as  some  have  already  often  shot  at 
them,  you  can  convert  your  leasehold  tenures  into 
tenures  in  fee !  The  mode  of  valuation  is  so  obvious, 
too,  as  to  deserve  a  remark.  A  master  was  to  settle 
the  valuation  on  testimony.  The  witnesses  of  course 
would  be  '*  the  neighbours,"  and  a  trholo  patent  could 
swear  for  each  other! 

As  democrats  we  protest  most  solemnly  against  such 
barefiiced  frauds,  such  palpable  cupidity  and  covetous- 
ncss,  being  termed  anything  but  what  they  are.  If 
they  come  of  any  party  at  all,  it  is  tlie  puty  of  the  deviL 
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Democnicj  is  a  lofty  and  noble  sentiment.  It  does  not 
rob  the  poor  to  make  the  rich  richer,  nor  the  rich  to 
ikToar  the  poor.  It  is  just,  and  treats  all  men  alike. 
It  does  not  "impair  the  obligations  of  contracts."  It 
is  not  the  friend  of  a  canting  legislation,  but,  meaning 
right,  dares  act  directly.  There  is  no  greater  delusion 
than  to  suppose  that  true  democracy  has  anything  in 
common  with  injustice  or  roguery. 

Nor  is  it  an  apology  for  anti-rentism,  in  any  of  its 
aspects,  to  say  that  leasehold  tenures  are  inexpedient. 
The  most  expedient  thing  in  existence  is  to  do  right. 
Were  there  no  other  objection  to  this  anti-rent 
moTement  than  its  corrupting  influence,  that  alone 
should  set  every  wise  man  in  the  community  firmly 
against  it  We  have  seen  too  much  of  this  earth,  to  be 
so  easily  convinced  that  there  is  any  disadvantage,  nay 
that  there  is  not  a  pot^itive  advantage  in  the  existence 
of  large  leasehold  estates,  when  they  carry  with  them 
no  political  power,  as  is  the  fact  here.  The  conmion- 
place  argument  against  them,  that  they  defeat  the  civi- 
lization of  a  country,  is  not  sustained  by  fact.  The  most 
ciyQized  countries  on  earth  are  under  this  system  ; 
and  this  system,  too,  not  entirely  free  from  grave  objec- 
tions which  do  not  exist  among  ourselves.  That  a 
poorer  class  of  citizens  have  originally  leased  than  have 
purchased  lands  in  New  York,  is  probably  true  ;  and  it 
is  equally  probable  that  the  effects  of  this  poverty,  and 
even  of  the  tenure  in  the  infancy  of  a  country,  are  to  be 
^r^ced  on  the  estates.    But  this  is  taking  a  very  one- 
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sided  view  of  the  matter.  The  men  who  became  tenant 
in  moderate  but  comfortable  circumstances,  would  have 
been  mostly  labourers  on  the  farms  of  others,  but  for 
these  leasehold  tenures.  That  is  the  benefit  of  the 
system  in  a  new  country,  and  the  ultra  friend  of  hu- 
manity, who  decries  the  condition  of  a  tenant,  should 
remember  that  if  he  had  not  been  in  this  very  condition, 
he  might  have  been  in  a  worse. 

It  is,  indeed,  one  of  the  proofs  of  tlie  insincerity  of 
those  who  are  decrying  leases,  on  account  of  their 
aristocratic  tendencies,  that  their  destruction  w  ill  ne- 
cessarily condemn  a  numerous  class  of  agriculturists, 
either  to  fall  back  into  the  ranks  of  the  peasant  or 
day-labourer,  or  to  migrate,  as  is  the  case  with  so 
many  of  the  same  class  in  New  England.  In  point 
of  fact,  the  relation  of  landlord  and  tenant  is  one  en- 
tirely natural  and  salutary,  in  a  wealthy  community, 
and  one  which  is  so  much  in  accordance  with  the 
necessities  of  men,  that  no  legislation  can  long  prevent 
it  A  state  of  things  which  will  not  encourage  the  rich 
to  hold  real  estate  would  not  be  desirable,  since  it  would 
be  diverting  their  money,  knowledge,  liberality,  feelings 
and  leisure,  from  the  improvement  of  the  soil,  to  objects 
neither  so  useful  nor  so  praiseworthy. 

The  notion  that  every  husbandman  is  to  be  a  free- 
holder, is  as  Utopian  in  practice,  as  it  would  be  to  expect 
that  all  men  were  to  be  on  the  same  level  in  fortune, 
condition,  education  and  habits.  As  such  a  state  of 
things  as  the  last  never  yet  did  exist,  it  was  probably 
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neirer  designed  by  Divine  wisdom  that  it  should  exist. 
The  whole  structore  of  society  must  be  changed,  even  in 
this  country,  ere  it  could  exist  among  ourselves,  and 
the  change  would  not  have  been  made  a  month  before 
the  utter  impracticability  of  such  a  social  Vision  would 
make  itself  felt  by  alL 

We  have  elsewhere  imputed  much  of  the  anti-rent 
feeling  to  provincial  education  and  habits.  This  term 
has  given  the  deepest  offence  to  those  who  were  most 
obnoxious  to  the  charge.  Nevertheless,  our  opinion  is 
unchanged.  We  know  that  the  distance  between  the 
cataract  of  Niagara  and  the  Massachusetts  line  is  a  large 
hundred  leagues,  and  that  it  is  as  great  between  Sandy 
Hook  and  the  45th  parallel  of  latitude.  Many  excellent 
things,  moral  and  physical,  are  to  be  found  within  these 
limits,  beyond  a  question ;  but  we  happen  to  know  by 
an  experience  that  has  extended  to  other  quarters  of 
the  world,  for  a  term  now  exceeding  forty  years,  that 
more  arc  to  found  beyond  them.  If'  honourable  gentle- 
men*' at  Albany  fancy  the  reverse,  they  must  still  permit 
us  to  believe  that  they  are  too  much  under  the  influence 
of  provincial  notions. 

JriB,  1846. 
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CHAPTER  L 


••  Thy  mother  was  a  piece  of  yirtue,  and 
She  said — Thou  weri  mj  daaghtcr;  and  thy  father 
Waa  dake  of  Milan ;  and  his  only  heir 
A  princesB ; — no  wone  iMued."  • 

TufPin. 

My  uncle  Ro  and  myself  had  been  travelling 
together  in  the  East,  and  had  been  absent  fTon\ 
home  fully  five  years,  when  we  reached  Paris, 
For  eighteen  months  neither  of  us  had  seen  a 
line  from  America,  when  we  drove  through  the 
barriers,  on  our  way  from  Egypt,  via  Algiers, 
Marseilles,  and  Lyons.  Not  once,  in  all  that 
time,  had  we  crossed  our  own  track,  in  a  way 
to  enable  us  to  pick  up  a  straggling  letter ;  and 
all  oar  previous  precautions  to  have  the  epistles 
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meet  us  at  different  bankers  in  Italy,  Turkey, 
and  Malta,  were  thrown  away. 

My  uncle  was  an  old  traveller — I  might 
almost  say,  an  old  resident — in  Europe ;  for  he 
had  passed  no  less  than  twenty  years  of  his 
fifty-nine  off  the  American  continent.  A 
bachelor,  with  nothing  to  do  but  to  take  care  of 
a  very  ample  estate,  which  was  rapidly  increasing 
in  value  by  the  enormous  growth  of  the  town 
of  New  York,  and  with  tastes  early  formed  by 
travelling,  it  was  natural  he  should  seek  thoso 
regions  where  he  most  enjoyed  himself.  Hugli 
Roger  Littlepage  was  born  in  1786 — the  second 
son  of  my  grandfather,  Mordaunt  Littlepage, 
and  of  Ursula  Malbone,  his  wife.  My  own 
father,  Malbone  Littlepage,  was  the  eldest  child 
of  that  connexion ;  and  he  would  have  inherited 
the  property  of  Rnvensnest,  in  virtue  of  his 
birthright,  had  he  survived  his  own  parents; 
but,  dying  young,  I  stepped  into  what  would 
otherwise  have  been  his  succession,  in  my 
eighteenth  year.  My  uncle  Ro,  however,  had 
got  both  Satanstoe  and  Lilacsbush ;  two  country- 
houses  and  farms,  which,  while  they  did  not 
aspire  to  the  dignity  of  being  estates,  were 
likely  to  prove  more  valuable,  in  the  long  run, 
than  the  broad  acres  which  were  intended  for 
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the  patrimony  of  the  elder  brother.  My  grand- 
fiuher  was  affluent;  for  not  only  had  the  fortune 
of  the  Littlepages  centred  in  him,  but  so  did 
that  of  the  Mordaunts,  the  wealthier  family  of 
the  two,  together  with  some  exceedingly  liberal 
bequests  from  a  certain  Col.  Dirck  FoUock,  or 
Van  Valkenburgh;  who,  though  only  a  very 
distant  connexion,  chose  to  make  my  great- 
grandmother^s,  or  Anneke  Mordaunt's,  de- 
»xndant8  his  heirs.  We  all  had  enough ;  my 
aimts  having  handsome  legacies,  in  the  way 
of  bonds  and  mortgages,  oil  an  estate  called 
Mooseridgc,  in  addition  to  some  lots  in  town ; 
while  my  own  sister,  Martha,  had  a  clear  fifty 
thousand  dollars  in  money.  I  had  town-lots, 
alao,  which  were  becoming  productive;  and  a 
ipecial  minority  of  seven  years  had  made  an 
accomulation  of  cash  that  was  well  vested  in 
New  York  State  stock,  and  which  promised 
wdl  for  the  future.  I  say  a  "special"  minority; 
for  both  my  father  and  grandfather,  in  placing 
the  one,  myself  and  a  portion  of  the  property, 
and  the  other  the  rem^der  of  my  estate,  under 
the  guardianship  and  ward  of  my  uncle,  had 
flttde  a  provision  that  I  was  not  to  come  into 
pomemion  until  I  had  completed  my  twenty- 

£fthyear. 

B  2 
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I  left  college  at  twenty ;  and  my  uncle  Ro, 
for  BO  Martha  and  myself  alwaya  called  him,  and 
80  he  was  always  called  by  some  twenty  cousins, 
the  offspring  of  our  three  aunts; — ^but  my 
uncle  Bo,  when  I  was  done  with  college,  pro- 
posed to  finish  my  education  by  travelling.  As 
this  was  only  too  agreeable  to  a  yoimg  man, 
away  we  went,  just  after  the  pressure  of  the 
great  panic  of  1836-7  was  over,  and  our  "lots" 
w^ere  in  tolerable  security,  and  our  stocks  safe- 
In  America  it  requires  almost  as  much  vigilance 
to  take  care  of  property,  as  it  does  industry  to 
acquire  it. 

Mr.  Hugh  Roger  Littlepagc — by  the  way,  I 
bore  the  same  name,  though  I  was  always 
called  Hugh,  while  my  uncle  went  by  the 
different  appellations  of  Roger,  Ro,  and  Hodge, 
among  his  familiars,  as  circumstances  had  ren- 
dered the  associations  sentimental,  affectionate, 
or  manly — Mr.  Hugh  Roger  Littlepage,  Senior, 
then,  had  a  system  of  his  own,  in  the  way  of 
aiding  the  scales  to  fall  from  American  eyes, 
by  means  of  seeing  more  clearly  than  one  docs, 
or  can,  at  home,  let  him  belong  where  he  may, 
and  in  clearing  the  specks  of  provincialism  from 
off  the  diamond  of  republican  water.  He  had 
already  seen  enough  to  ascertain  that  while 
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"oar  country,**  as  this  blessed  nation  is  very 
apt  on  all  occasions,  appropriate  or  not,  to  be 
oiled  by  all  who  belong  to  it,  as  well  as  by  a 
good  many  who  do  not,  could  teach  a  great  deal 
to  the  old  world,  there  was  a  possibility — just 
ipcmbiiity,  remark,  is  my  word — that  it  might 
abo  learn  a  little.  With  a  view,  therefore,  of 
acquiring  knowledge  seriatim,  as  it  might  be, 
he  was  for  beginning  with  the  horn-book,  and 
going  on  regularly  up  to  the  belles-lettres  and 
mithematics.  The  manner  in  which  this  was 
«flected  deserves  a  notice. 

Most  American  travellers  land  in  England,  the 
country  farthest  advanced  in  material  civilisation ; 
then  proceed  to  Italy,  and  perhaps  to  Greece, 
leaving  Germany,  and  the  less  attractive  regions 
of  the  north,  to  come  in  at  the  end  of  the 
chapter.  My  uncle's  theory  was  to  follow  the 
order  of  time,  and  to  b^in  with  the  ancients, 
and  end  with  the  modems;  though,  in  adopting 
niefa  a  rule,  he  admitted  he  somewhat  lessened 
the  pleasure  of  the  novice ;  since  an  American, 
fredi  from  the  fresher  fields  of  the  western 
contiiient,  might  very  well  find  delight  in 
memoriab  of  the  past,  more  especially  in  Eng- 
iind,  which  pall  on  his  taste,  and  appear  insig- 
viScmt,  after  he  has  become  familiar  with  the 
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Temple  of  Neptune,  the  Parthenon,  or  what  Is 
left  of  it,  and  the  Coliseum.  I  make  no  doubt 
that  I  lost  a  great  deal  of  passing  happiness  in 
this  way,  by  beginning  at  the  beginning,  or  by 
beginning  in  Italy,  and  travelling  north. 
;  Such  was  our  course,  however ;  and,  landing 
at  Leghorn,  we  did  the  peninsula  effectually  in 
a  twelvemonth;  thence  passed  through  Spain 
up  to  Paris,  and  proceeded  on  to  Moscow  and 
the  Baltic,  reaching  England  from  Hamburg. 
When  we  had  got  through  with  the  British 
isles,  the  antiquities  of  which  seemed  flat  and 
uninteresting  to  me,  after  having  seen  those 
that  were  so  much  more  a?Hique,  we  returned 
to  Paris,  in  order  th^t  I  might  become  a  man  of 
the  world,  if  possible,  by  rubbing  off  the  pro- 
vincial specks  that  had  unavoidably  adhered  to 
the  American  diamond  while  in  its  obscurity. 

My  uncle  Ro  was  fond  of  Paris,  and  he  had 
actually  become  the  owner  of  a  small  hotel  in 
the  faubourg,  in  which  he  retained  a  handsome 
furnished  apartment  for  his  own  use.  The 
remainder  of  the  house  was  let  to  permanent 
tenants ;  but  the  whole  of  the  first  floor,  and 
of  the  entresol,  remained  in  his  hands.  As  a 
special  favour,  he  would  allow  some  American 
family  to  occupy  even  his  own  apartment— or 
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rather  appartementy  for  the  words  are  not 
exacdy  synonTinous — ^when  he  intended  to  be 
absent  for  a  term  exceeding  six  months^  using 
the  money  thus  obtained  in  keeping  the  furni- 
ture in  repair^  and  his  handsome  suite  of  rooms, 
including  a  salony  salle  d  manger^  ante-chambrey 
cahinety  several  chamhres  d  couchery  and  a 
boudoir— yesy  a  male  boudoir !  for  so  he  affected 
to  call  it — in  a  condition  to  please  even  his 
fastidiousness. 

On  our  arrival  from  England,  we  remained 
an  entire  season  at  Paris,  all  that  time  rubbing 
the  specks  off  the  diamond,  when  my  uncle 
suddenly  took  it  into  his  head  that  we  ought  to 
see  the  East.  He  had  never  been  further  than 
Greece,  himself;  and  he  now  took  a  fancy  to 
be  my  companion  in  such  an  excursion.  We 
were  gone  two  years  and  a  half,  visiting  Greece, 
Constantinople,  Asia  IViinor,  the  Holy  Land, 
Petra,  the  Red  Sea,  Egypt  quite  to  the  second 
cataracts,  and  nearly  the  whole  of  Barbary. 
The  latter  region  we  threw  in,  by  way  of 
seeing  something  out  of  the  common  track. 
But  so  many  hats  and  travelling-caps  arc  to  be 
met  with,  now-a-days,  among  the  turbans,  that 
a  well-mannered  Christian  may  get  along  almost 
anywhere  without  being  spit  upon.     This  is 
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a  great  inducement  for  travelling  generally, 
and  ought  to  be  so  especially  to  an  American, 
who,  on  the  whole,  incurs  rather  more  risk 
now  of  suffering  this  humiliation  at  home,  than 
he  would  even  in  Algiers.  But  the  animus  is 
everything  in  morals. 

We  hatl,  then,  been  absent  two  years  and  a 
half  from  Paris,  and  had  not  seen  a  paper,  or 
received  a  letter  from  America  in  eighteen 
montlis,  when  we  drove  through  the   barrier. 
Even  the  letters  and  papers  received  or  seen 
previously  to  this  last  term,  were  of  a  private 
nature,  and   contained   nothing  of  a    general 
character.       The    "twenty  millions" — it   was 
only  the    other    day    they   were    called    the 
"  twelve  millions" — ^but,  the  "twenty  millions," 
we  knew,  had  been  looking  up  amazingly  after 
the    temporary    depression    of   the    moneyed 
crisis  it  had  gone  through;   and  the  bankers 
had  paid  our  drafls  with  confidence,  and  with- 
out extra  charges,  during  the  whole  time  we 
had  been  absent.    It  is  true.  Uncle  Ro,  as  an 
experienced  traveller,  went  well  fortified  in  the 
way    of   credit — a  precaution   by  no    means 
unnecessary  with    Americans,    after  the    cry 
that  had  been  raised  against  us  in  the  old 
world 
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And  here  I  wish  to  say  one  thing  plainly^ 
before  I  write  another  line.  As  for  falling 
into  the  narrow,  self-adulatory,  provincial  feel- 
ing of  the  American  who  has  never  left  his 
mother's  apron-string,  and  which  causes  him  to 
sirallow,  open-mouthed,  all  the  nonsense  that  is 
uttered  to  the  world  in  the  columns  of  news- 
papers, or  in  the  pages  of  your  yearling  travel- 
lers, who  go  on  **  excursions"  before  they  are 
htif  instruct^  in  the  social  usages  and  the 
distmctive  features  of  their  own  country,  I  hope 
I  shall  be  just  as  far  removed  from  such  a  weak- 
ness, in  any  passing  remark  that  may  flow  from 
my  pen,  as  from  the  crime  of  confounding 
principles  and  denying  facts  in  a  way  to  do 
discredit  to  the  land  of  my  birth  and  that  of  my 
ancestors.  I  have  lived  long  enough  in  the 
"worid,"  not  meaning  thereby  the  south-east 
comer  of  the  north-west  township  of  Connec- 
ticut, to  understand  that  we  are  a  vast  way 
behind  older  nations,  in  thought  as  well  as  deed, 
in  many  things ;  while,  on  the  opposite  hand, 
they  are  a  vast  way  behind  us  in  others.  I  see 
no  patriotism  in  concealing  a  wholesome  truth ; 
ud  least  of  all  shall  I  be  influenced  by  the 
puerility  of  a  desire  to  hide  anything  of  this 
B^tore,  becanae  I  cannot  communicate  it  to  my 
B  3 
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countrymen  without  communicating  it  to  the 
rest  of  the  world.  If  England  or  France  had 
acted  on  this  narrow  principle,  where  would 
have  been  their  Shakspeares,  their  Sheridans, 
their  Beaumonts  and  Fletchers,  and  their 
Molieres !  No,  no !  gr  at  national  truths  are 
not  to  be  treated  as  'the  gossiping  surmises  of 
village  crones.  He  who  reads  what  I  icritef 
therefore,  must  expect  to  find  what  I  think  of 
matters  and  things,  and  not  exactly  what  he  may 
happen  to  think  on  the  siune  subjects.  Any  one 
is  at  liberty  to  compare  opinions  with  me ;  but 
I  ask  the  privilege  of  possessing  some  small 
liberty  of  conscience  in  w^hat  is,  far  and  near, 
proclaimed  to  be  the  only  free  country  on  the 
earth.  By  "far  and  near,"  I  mean  from  the 
»St  Croix  to  the  Rio  Grande,  and  from  Cape 
Cod  to  the  entrance  of  St.  Juan  de  Fuca;  and 
a  pretty  fann  it  makes,  tlie  "  interval"  that 
lies  between  these  limits  I  One  may  call  it  ^^  far 
and  near"  without  the  imputation  of  obscurity, 
or  that  of  vanity. 

Our  tour  was  completed  in  spite  of  all  annoy- 
ances ;  and  here  we  were  again,  within  the  walla 
of  magnificent  Paris !  The  postilions  had  been 
told  to  drive  to  the  hotel,  in  the  rue  St.  Domi- 
nique; and  we  sat  down  to  dinner,  an  hour 
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after  our  arrival  under  our  own  roof.  My 
uncle's  tenant  had  left  the  apartment  d  month 
before,  according  to  agreement ;  and  the  porter 
and  hut  wife  had  engaged  a  cook,  set  the  rooms 
in  order,  and  prepared  eTerything  for  our 
arrival 

^  It  must  be  owned,  Hugh,"  said  my  uncle, 
as  he  finished  his  soup  that  day,  *^  one  may  live 
quite  comfortably  in  Paris,  if  he  possess  the 
savoir  tivre.  Nevertheless,  I  have  a  strong  de- 
sire to  get  a  taste  of  native  air.  One  may  say  and 
thmk  what  he  pleases  about  the  Paris  pleasures, 
and  the  Paris  cuisine,  and  all  that  sort  of 
thing ;  but  >  home«  is  home,  be  it  ever  so 
homely.'  A  ^cCInde  aux  truffei  is  capital 
eating ;  so  is  a  turkey  with  cranberry  sauce.  I 
sometimes  think  I  could  fancy  even  a  pumpkin 
pie,  though  there  is  not  a  fragment  of  the  rock 
of  Plymouth  in  the  granite  of  my  frame." 

"  I  have  always  told  you,  sir,  'that  America 
is  a  capital  eating  and  drinking  coimtry,  let  it 
want  civilisation  in  other  matters,  as  much  as 
it  may." 

"  Capital  for  eating  and  drinking,  Hugh,  if 
you  can  keep  clear  of  the  grease,  in  the  fir^ 
place,  and  find  a  real  cook  in  the  second.  There 
is  as  much  difference  between  the  cookery  of 


^ 


24  RAVENSNEST ; 

New  England,  for  Instance,  and  that  of  the 
Middle  States,  barring  the  Dutch,  as  there  is 
between  that  of  England  and  Germany.  The 
cookery  of  the  Middle  States,  and  of  the  South- 
em  States,  too,  though  that  savours  a  little 
of  the  West  Indies  —  but  the  cookery  of  the 
Middle  States  is  English,  in  its  best  sense ; 
meaning  the  hearty,  substantial,  savoury  dishes 
of  the  English  in  their  true  domestic  life,  with 
their  roast-beef  underdone,  their  beefsteaks 
done  to  a  turn,  their  chops  full  of  gra-^y,  their 
mutton-broth,  Icgs-of-mutton,  ct  id  omnf- genus. 
We  have  some  capital  things  of  our  own,  too; 
such  as  canvass-backs,  rccdbirds,  sheepshead, 
shad,  and  blackfish.  The  difference  between 
New  England  and  the  Middle  States  is  still 
quite  observable,  though  in  my  younger  days 
it  was  patent.  I  suppose  the  cause  has  been 
the  more  provincial  origin,  and  the  more  pro- 
vincial habits,  of  our  neighbours.  By  George  I 
Hugh,  one  could  fancy  clam-soup  just  now, 
ehr 

"  Clam-soup,  sir,  well  made,  is  one  of  the 
most  delicious  soups  in  the  world.  If  the  cooks 
of  Paris  could  get  hold  of  the  dish.  It  would  set 
them  up  for  a  whole  season." 

<'  What  is  '  erfme  de  Baviire,'  and  all  such 
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jick-nacks,  boy,  to  a  good  plateful  of  clam-soup? 
WeBmade,  as  you  say — made  as  a  cook  of  Jen- 
nings' used  to  make  it,  thirty  years  since.  Did 
I  ever  mention  that  fellow's  soup  to  you  before, 
Hogh?" 

"Often,  SIT.  I  have  tasted  very  excellent 
dam-soup,  however,  that  he  never  saw.  Of 
course  you  mean  soup  just  flavoured  by  the 
little  hard-clam — none  of  your  vulgar  potage  d. 
fa  soft-clam?" 

"  Softrclams  be  hanged  I  they  are  not  made 
for  gentlemen  to  eat  Of  course  I  mean  the 
iard-clam,  and  the  small  clam,  too — 

*  Here*s  your  fine  clama,' 
As  white  as  snow ; 
On  Bockaway 
These  clams  do  grow.' 

'The  cries  of  New  York  are  quite  going  out, 
"ke  everything  else  at  home  that  is  twenty 
years  old.  Shall  I  send  you  some  of  this  eternal 
*/H)ttfe^  ^  la  Marengo  ?'  I  wish  it  were  honest 
American  boiled  fowl,  with  a  delicate  bit  of 
rfioat-pork  alongside  of  it.  I  feel  amazingly 
^ifiiuh  this  evening,  Hugh  I" 

''  It  is  quite  natural,  my  dear  unde  Bo ;  and 
I  own  to  the  *  soft  impeachiffent '  myself.  Here 
^fe  we  both  been  absent  from  our  native  land 
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five  years,  and  half  tliat  time  almost  without 
hearing  from  it.  We  know  that  Jacob" — this 
was  a  free  negro  who  served  my  uncle,  a  relic 
of  the  old  domestic  system  of  the  colonies,  whose 
name  would  have  been  Jaaf,  or  Yop,  thirty 
years  before — "  has  gone  to  our  banker's  for 
letters  and  papers;  and  that  naturally  draws 
our  thoughts  to  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic. 
I  dare  say  we  shall  both  feel  relieved  at  break- 
fast to-morrow,  when  we  shdl  have  read  our 
respective  despatclics." 

"  Come,  let  us  take  a  glass  of  wine  together, 
in  the  good  old  York  fashion,  Hugh.  Your 
father  and  I,  when  boys,  never  thought  of  wet- 
ting our  lips  with  the  half-glass  of  Madeira  that 
fell  to  our  share,  without  saying,  *  Good  health. 
Mall !'  *  Good  health,  Hodge !' " 

"  With  all  my  heart,  uncle  lio.  The  custom 
was  getting  to  be  a  little  obsolete  even  before  I 
lefl  home ;  but  it  is  almost  an  American  cus- 
tom, by  sticking  to  us  longer  than  to  most 
people." 

"Henri!" 

This  was  my  uncle's  maitre  dliotel,  whom  he 
had  kept  at  board-wages  the  whole  time  of  our 
absence,  in  order  to  make  sure  of  his  ease,  quiet, 
taste,  skill,  and  honesty,  on  his  retum. 
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«  Monsieur  r 

"I  dare  say" — iry  uncle  spoke  French  ex 
ceedingly  well  for  a  foreigner ;  but  it  is  better 
to  translate  what  he  said  as  we  go — "  I  dare  say 
this  glass  of  vin  de  Bourgogne  is  very  good ;  it 
looh  good,  and  it  came  from  a  wine-merchant 
on  whom  I  can  rely ;  but  Mons.  Hugh  and  I 
are  going  to  drink  together,  k  I'Am^ricaine,  and 
I  dare  say  you  will  let  us  have  a  glass  of  Ma- 
deira, though  it  is  somewhat  late  in  the  dinner 
to  take  it." 

"  Tres  volontiers.  Messieurs — it  is  my  happi- 
B€88  to  oblige  you." 

Uncle  Ro  and  I  took  the  Madeira  together ; 
but  I  cannot  say  much  in  favour  of  its 
quality. 

"  What  a  capital  thing  is  a  good  Newtown 
pippm!"  exclaimed  my  uncle,  after  eating  a 
while  in  silence*  **  They  talk  a  great  deal  about 
their  poire  beurree^  here  at  Paris ;  but,  to  my 
fancy,  it  will  not  compare  with  the  Newtowners 
we  grow  at  Satanstoe,  where,  by  the  way,  the 
fruit  is  rather  better,  I  think,  than  that  one 
finds  across  the  river,  at  Newtown  itself." 

"  They  are  capital  apples,  sir ;  and  your 
orchard  at  Satanstoe  is  one  of  the  best  I  know, 
or  rather  what  is  left  of  it ;  for  I  believe  a  por- 
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tion  of  your  trees  are  in  what  Is  now  a  suburb 
of  DIbbletonborough  ?" 

"  Yes,  b — t  that  place  !  I  wish  I  had  never 
parted  with  a  foot  of  the  old  neck,  though  I  did 
rather  make  money  by  the  sale.  But  money  is 
no  compensation  for  the  affections." 

"  Rather  make  money,  my  dear  sir  I  Pray, 
may  I  ask  what  Satanstoe  was  valued  at,  when 
you  got  it  from  my  grandfather?" 

"  Pretty  well  up,  Hugh  ;  for  it  was,  and  in- 
deed iV,  a  first-rate  farm.  Including  sedges  and 
salt-meadows,  you  will  remember  that  there  are 
quite  five  hundred  acres  of  it,  altogether." 

"  Which  you  inherited  in  1829  ?" 

*^  Of  course  ;  that  was  the  year  of  my  father's 
death.  Why  the  place  was  thought  to  be  worth 
about  thirty  thousand  dollars  at  that  time ;  but 
land  was  rather  low  in  Westchester  in  1829." 

**  And  you  sold  two  hundred  acres,  including 
the  point,  the  harbour,  and  a  good  deal  of  the 
sedges,  for  the  moderate  modicum  of  one  hundred 
and  ten  thousand,  cash.    A  tolerable  sale,  sir!" 

"  No,  not  cash.  I  got  only  eighty  thousand 
down,  while  thirty  thousand  were  secured  by 
mortgage." 

"  Which  mortgage  you  hold  yet,  I  dare  say, 
if  the  truth  were  told,  covering  the  whole  city 
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of  DIbbletonborougL     A  city    ought   to   be 
good  security  for  thirty  thousand  dollars  I" 

"  It  18  not,  nevertheless,  in  this  case.  The 
fipecolators' who  bought,  of  me  in  1835  laid 
out  their  town,  built  a  hotel,  a  wharf,  and  a 
warehouse,  and  then  had  an  auction.  They  sold 
four  hundred  lots,  each  twenty-five, feet  by  a 
hundred,  regulation  size,  you  see,  at  an  average 
of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,*  receiving  one- 
half,  or  fifty  thousand  dollars,  down,  and  leaving 
the  balance  on  m'oilgagei  Soon  after  this,  the 
bubble  burst,  and  the  best  lot  at  Dibbleton* 
borough  would  not  bring,  under  the  bammer, 
twenty  dollars.  The  hotel  and  the  warehouse 
stand  alone  in  their  glory,  and  will  thus  stand 
^til  they  fall,  which  will  not  be  a  thousand 
years  hence,  I  rather  think." 

"And  what  is  the  condition  of  the  town- 
plot?" 

"Bad  enough.  The  landmarks  are  disap- 
P^ring ;  and  it  would  cost  any  man  who  should 
attempt  it  the  value  of  his  lot  to  hire  a  surveyor 
^  find  his  twenty-five  by  a  hundred." 

"  But  your  mortgage  is  good  ?" 

"  Ay,  good  in  one  sense ;  but  it  would  puzzle 
aPhUadelphia  lawyer  to  foreclose  it.  Why, 
the  equitable  interests  in  that  town  plot  people 
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the  place  of  themselves.  I  ordered  my  agent 
to  commence  buying  up  the  rights,  as  the  shortest 
process  of  getting  rid  of  them  ;  and  he  told  me 
in  the  very  last  letter  I  received,  that  he  had 
succeeded  in  purchasing  the  titles  to  three 
hundred  and  seventeen  of  the  lots,  at  an 
average  price  of  ten  dollars.  The  remainder, 
I  suppose,  will  have  to  be  absorbed." 

"  Absorbed  1  That  is  a  process  I  never  heard 
of,  as  applied  to  land.** 

"  There  is  a  good  deal  of  it  done,  notwith- 
standing, in  America.  It  is  merely  including 
within  your  own  possession  adjacent  land  for 
which  no  claimant  appears.  What  can  I  do  ? 
No  owners  are  to  be  found ;  and  tlicn  my  mort- 
gage is  always  a  title.  A  possession  of  twenty 
years  under  a  mortgage  is  as  good  as  a  deed  in 
fee-simple,  with  full  covenants  of  warranty, 
barring  minors  and/emmes  covert,^ 

"  You  did  better  by  Lilacsbush?" 

"  Ah,  that  was  a  clean  transaction,  and  has 
left  no  drawbacks.  Lilacsbush  being  on  the 
island  of  Manhattan,  one  is  sure  there  will  be 
a  town  there  some  day  or  other.  It  is  true, 
the  property  lies  quite  eight  miles  from  the 
City  Hall;  nevertheless,  it  has  a  vfdue,  and 
can  always    be   sold    at    something   near    it. 
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Then  the  plan  of  New  York  is  made  and  re- 
corded, and  one  can  find  his  lots.  Nor  can  anj 
man  say  when  the  town  will  not  reach  Kings- 
bridge." 

**  You  got  a  round  price  for  the  Bush^  too,  I 
hiTe  heard,  sir?" 

"  I  got  three  hundred  and  twenty-five 
thousand  dollars,  in  hard  cash.  I  would  give 
no  credit,  and  have  every  dollar  of  the  money, 
at  this  moment,  in  good  six  per  cent,  stock  of 
the  States  of  New  York  and  Ohio." 

"  Which  some  persons  in  this  part  of  the 
world  would  fancy  to  be  no  very  secure  in- 
restment" 

"  More  fools  they.  America  is  a  glorious 
country,  after  all,  Hugh ;  and  it  is  a  pride  and  a 
eatirfaction  to  belong  to  it.  Look  back  at  it, 
afi  I  can  remember  it,  a  nation  spit  upon  by  all 
the  rest  of  Christendom ^" 

"  You  must,  at  least,  own,  my  dear  sir,"  I  put 
in,  somewhat  pertly,  perhaps,  "the  example 
might  tempt  other  people;  for,  if  ever  there 
▼as  a  nation  that  is  assiduously  spitting  on 
itself,  it  is  our  own  beloved  land." 

^  True,  it  has  that  nasty  custom  in  excess, 
ud  it  grows  worse  instead  of  better,  as  the 
influence  of  the  better  mannered  and  better 
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educated  diminishes ;  but  this  is  a  spot  on  the 
sun — a  mere  flaw  in  the  diamond,  that  friction 
will  takeout.  But  what  a  country — ^what  a 
glorious  country,  in  truth,  it  is !  You  have 
now  done  the  civilized  parts  of  the  old  world 
pretty  thoroughly,  my  dear  boy,  and  must  be 
persuaded,  yourself,  of  the  superiority  of  your 
native  land." 

*'  I  remember  you  have  always  used  this 
language,  uncle  Eo ;  yet  have  you  passed 
nearly  one-half  of  your  time  out  of  that  glorious 
country,  since  you  have  reached  man's  estate." 

"  The  mere  consequence  of  accidents  and 
tastes.  I  do  not  mean  that  America  is  a 
country  for  a  bachelor,  to  begin  with;  the 
means  of  amusement  for  those  who  have  no 
domestic  hearths,  are  too  limited  for  the 
baclielor.  Nor  do  I  mean  that  society  in 
America,  in  its  ordinary  meaning,  is  in  any 
way  as  well-ordered,  as  tasteful,  as  well- 
mannered,  as  agreeable,  or  as  instructive 
and  useful,  as  society  in  almost  any  European 
country  I  know.  I  have  never  supposed  that 
the  man  of  leisure,  apart  from  the  affections, 
could  ever  enjoy  himself  half  as  much  at  home, 
as  he  may  enjoy  himself  in  this  part  of  the 
world ;  and  I  am  willing  to  admit  that,  intellec- 
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tuaUj,  most  gentlemen  in  a  great  European 
capital  live  as  much  in  one  daj,  as  thej  would 
lire  in  a  week  in  such  places  as  New  York,  and 
Philadelphia,  and  Baltimore." 

"  You  do  not  include  Boston,  I  perceive,  sir." 

"  Of  Boston  I  say  nothing.  They  take  the 
mind  hard  there,  and  we  had  better  let  such  a 
state  of  things  alone.  But  as  respects  a  man 
or  woman  of  leisure,  a  man  or  woman  of  taste, 
a  man  or  woman  of  refinement  generally,  I  am 
willing  enough  to  admit  that,  ceteris  paribus, 
each  can  find  far  more  enjoyment  in  Europe 
than  in  America.  But  the  philosopher,  the 
philanthropist,  the  political  economist — in  a 
word,  the  patriot,  may  well  exult  in  such 
elements  of  profound  national  superiority  as 
may  be  found  in  America." 

"  I  hope  these  elements  are  not  so  profound 
hnt  they  can  be  dug  up  at  need,  uncle  Ro  ?" 

'*  There  will  be  little  diflSculty  in  doing  that, 
°^y  hoy.  Look  at  the  equality  of  the  laws,  to 
"^gin  with.  They  are  made  on  the  principles 
^  iiatural  justice,  and  are  intended  for  the 
l^^efit  of  society — ^for  the  poor  as  well  as  thq 
rich.** 

**  Are  they  also  intended  for  the  rich  as  well 
*«  the  poor?" 
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disposition  to  legislate  for  niimbe 
obtain  sup})ort  at  tlic  polls,  whieli 
relation  of  debtor  and  creditor  a 
possibly;   but    prudence  can  eas 
with  that.     It  is  erring  on  the  ri 
not,  to  favour  the  poor  instead  o 
either  is  to  be  preferred?" 

"  Justice  would  favour  neither, 
alike.     I  have  always  heard  that 
of  numbers  was   the   worst    tyra 
world." 

"  Perhaps  it  is,  where  there 
tyranny,  and  for  a  very  obvious  r( 
tyrant  is  Sooner  satisfied  than  a 
has  even  a  greater  se^se  of  rcspo 
can  easily  conceive  that  the  Czai 
disposed  to  be  a  tyrant,  whicli  I  : 
thinking  to  be  the  case  with  Nicl 
hesitate  about  doing  that,  under  h 
responsibil'*^  «-i-:-^ 
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In  the  least  enough  to  counterbalance  the  im- 
meose  advantages  of  the  system." 

'^  I  have  heard  very  discreet  men  say  that 
the  worst  symptom  of  our  system  is  the  gradual 
decay  of  justice  among  us.  The  judges  have 
lost  most  of  their  influence^  and  the  jurors  are 
getting  to  be  law-makers,  as  well  as  law- 
breakers." 

"  There  is  a  good  deal  of  truth  in  that,  I 
will  acknowledge,  also ;  and  you  hear  it  asked 
constantly,  in  a  case  of  any  interest,  not  which 
pwty  is  in  the  right,  but  ttho  is  on  the  jury. 
But  I  contend  for  no  perfection ;  all  I  say  is, 
that  the  country  is  a  glorious  country,  and 
that  you  and  I  have  every  reason  to  be  proud 
that  old  Hugh  Roger,  our  predecessor  and 
^"unesake,  saw  fit  to  transplant  himself  into  it, 
a  century  and  a  half  since." 

"I  dare  say  now,  uncle  Eo,  it  woidd  strike 
^08t  Europeans  as  singular  that  a  man  should 
^  proud  of  having  been  bom  an  American — 
Manhattanese,  as  you  and  I  both  were." 

"All  that  may  be  true,  for  there  have  been 
'^culated  attempts  to  bring  us  into  discredit 
^^Jate,  by  harping  on  the  failure  of  cert^ 
States  to  pay  the  interest  on  their  debts.  But 
***  that  is  easily  answered,  and  more  so  by  you 
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and  me  as  New  Yorkers.  There  is  not  a  nation 
in  Europe  that  would  pay  its  interest,  if  those 
who  arc  taxed  to  do  so  had  the  control  of  these 
taxes,  and  the  power  to  say  whether  Uicy  were 
to  be  levied  or  not." 

"  I  do  not  see  how  tliat  mends  the  matter. 
These  countries  tell  us  that  such  is  the  effect 
of  your  sy8te7n  there,  while  we  are  too  honest 
to  allow  such  a  system  to  exist  in  this  part  of 
the  world." 

"Pooh!  all  gammon,  that.  They  prevent 
the  exbtcnce  of  our  system  for  very  different 
reasons,  and  they  coerce  the  payment  of  the 
interest  on  their  debts  that  they  may  borrow 
more.  This  business  of  repudiation,  as  it  is 
called,  however,  has  been  miserably  misrepre- 
sented ;  and  there  is  no  answering  a  falsehood 
by  an  argument.  Xo  American  State  hns  repu- 
diated its  debt,  that  I  know  of,  tliough  several 
have  been  unable  to  meet  their  engagements  as 
they  have  fallen  due." 

"UnabUy  uncle  Ko?" 

^'  Yes,  tinoM^—that  is  the  precise  word.  Take 
Pennsylvania,  for  instance ;  that  is  one  of  the 
richest  communities  in  the  civilized  world ;  its 
coal  and  iron  alone  would  make  any  country 
affluent,  and  a  portion  of  its  agricultural  popu- 
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lation  is  one  of  the  most  affluent  I  know  of. 
Nevertheless,  Pennsylvania,  owing  to  a  con- 
currence of  events,  could  not  pay  the  interest 
on  her  debt  for  two  years  and  a  half,  though 
she  is  doing  it  now,  and  will  doubtless  continue 
to  do  it.  The  sudden  breaking  down  of  that 
colossal  moneyed  institution,  the  soi-disant  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  after  it  ceased  to  be  in 
reality  a  bank  of  the  government,  brought  about 
«nch  a  state  of  the  circulation  as  rendered  pay- 
ment, by  any  of  the  ordinary  means  known  to 
gOTemment,  impossible — I  know  what  I  say, 
and  repeat,  impossible.  It  is  well  known  that 
inany  persons,  accustomed  to  affluence,  had  to 
CMry  their  plate  to  the  mint,  in  order  to  obtain 
money  to  go  to  market.  Then  something  may 
l>e  attribated  to  the  institutions,  without  dis- 
paraging a  people's  honesty.  Our  institutions 
*^  popular,  just  as  those  of  France  are  the 
rcTerse;  and  the  people,  they  who  were  on  the 
spot^he  home  creditor,  with  his  account 
^paid,  and  with  his  friends  and  relatives  in  the 
'^lature,  and  present  to  aid  him,  contended 
">^  hig  Q^Q  money,  before  any  should  be  sent 
abroad."  • 

''Was  that  exactly  right,  sir?" 

''Certainly  not;  it  was  exactly  wrong;  but 
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for  it,  ca^'li  and  all  of  tliein  would 
selvc:<  as  creditors,  and  act  accordin 
one  of  these  countries  has  suspem 
form  or  other,  and  in  many  instan 
the  account  with  the  sponge.  Tl 
against  us  is  altogether  calculated 
to  political  effect.'* 

"Still,  I  wish   Pennsylvania,   fc 
had  continued  to  pay,  at  every  haza 

"  It  is  well  enough  to  wish,  Hl 
is  wishing  for  an  impossibility.  Tlu 
I,  as  New  Yorkers,  have  nothing 
the  debt  of  Pexmsylvania,  no  more  th 
would  have  to  do  with  the  debt  of 
Quebec.  TFe  have  always  paid  oi 
and,  what  is  more,  paid  it  more  li 
honesty  be  the  point,  than  even  E 
paid  hers.  When  our  banks  suspi 
State  paid  its  interest  in  as  mud 


OB,   THE   RBD6KIN8.  39 

five-and-twenty  years,  and,  that,  too,  when  her 
paper  was  at  a  large  discount.  I  knew  of  one 
American  who  held  near  a  million  of  dollars  in  the 
English  debt,  on  which  he  had  to  take  uncon- 
^^ble  paper  for  the  interest  for  a  long  series 
of  jeais.  No^  no !  this  is  all  gammon,  Hugh, 
and  is  not  to  be  regarded  as  making  us  a  whit 
worse  than  our  neighbours.  The  equality  of 
our  laws  is  the  fact  in  which  I  glory  T 

'*  If  the  rich  stood  as  fair  a  chance  as  the 
poor,  uncle  Bo.** 

"  There  is  a  screw  loose  there,  I  must  con^ 
fes;  but  it  amounts  to  no  great  matter." 

**  Then  the  late  bankrupt  law  ?" 

"  Ay,  that  was  an  infernal  procedure — that 
niwch  I  will  acknowledge,  too.  It  was  special 
l^islation  enacted  to  pay  particular  debts,  and 
^  law  was  repealed  as  soon  as  it  had  done  its 
doty.  That  IS  a  much  darker  spot  in  our  his- 
^  than  what  is  called  repudiation^  though 
perfectly  honest  men  voted  for  it.* 

"  Did  you  ever  hear  of  a  farce  they  got  up 
*out  it  at  New  York,  just  after  we  sailed?" 

"  Never ;  what  was  it,  Hugh  ?  though  Ame- 
'HJan  ploys  are  pretty  much  all  farces." 

"  This  was  a  little  better  than  common,  and, 
^  the  whole,  really  clever.  It  is  the  old  story 
c2 
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of  Faust,  in  which  a  young  spcndthrifl  sells 
himself,  soul  and  body,  to  the  devil.  On  a  cer- 
tain evening,  as  he  is  making  merry  with  a  set 
of  wild  companions,  his  creditor  arrives,  and, 
insisting  on  seeing  the  master,  is  admitted  by 
the  servant.  He  comes  on,  club-footed  and 
behomed,  as  usual,  and  betniled,  too,  I  believe ; 
but  Tom  is  not  to  be  scared  by  trifles.  He 
insists  on  his  guest's  being  seated,  on  his  taking 
a  glass  of  wine,  and  then  on  Dick's  finishing  his 
song.  But,  though  the  rest  of  the  company  had 
signed  no  bonds  to  Satan,  tlicy  had  certain  out- 
standing book-debts,  which  made  them  exces- 
sively uncomfortable ;  and  the  odour  of  brim- 
stone being  rather  strong,  Tom  arose,  ap- 
proached his  guest,  and  desired  to  know  the 
nature  of  the  particular  business  he  had  men- 
tioned to  his  servant.  'This  bond,  sir,'  sdd 
Satan  significantly.  '  This  bond  ?  what  of  it, 
pray  ?  It  seems  all  right.*  '  Is  not  that  your 
signature?'  *  I  admit  it.'  *  Signed  in  your 
blood  ?'  *  A  conceit  of  your  own  ;  I  told  you 
at  the  time  that  ink  was  just  as  good  in  law.' 
'  It  is  past  duQ,  seven  minutes  and  fourteen 
seconds.'  '  So  it  is,  I  declare  I  but  what  of 
that?'  '  I  demand  payment'  *  Nonsense  I  no 
one  thinks  of  paying  now-a-days.     Wliy,  even 
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Pennsylvania  and  Maryland  don't  pay.'  « I 
insist  on  payment'  *Oh!  you  do,  do  yon?' 
Tom  draws  a  paper  from  his  pocket,  and  adds^ 
magnificently,  *  There,  then,  if  you're  so  urgent 
—there  is  a  discharge  under  the  new  bankrupt 
W,  signed  Smith  Thompson.'  This  knocked 
the  devil  into  a  cocked-hat  at  once." 

My  uncle  laughed  heartily  at  my  story;  but, 
instead  of  taking  the  matter  as  I  had  fancied  nt 
might,  it  made  him  think  better  of  the  country 
than  ever. 

"  Well,  Hugh,  we  have  wit  among  us,  it 
must  be  coufessed,"  he  cried,  with  the  tears 
numing  down  his  cheeks,  '^  if  we  have  some 
rascally  laws,  and  some  rascals  to  Administer 
theoL  But  here  comes  Jacob  with  his  letters 
and  papers — I  declare,  the  fellow  has  a  large 
basket-fua" 

Jacob,  a  highly  respectable  black,  and  the 
great-grandson  of  an  old  negro  named  Jaaf,  or 
Top,  who  was  then  living  on  my  own  estate  at 
Ravensnest,  had  just  then  entered,  with  the 
porter  and  himself  lugging  in  the  basket  in 
question.  There  were  several  hundred  news- 
papers, and  quite  a  hundred  letters.  The  sight 
brought  home  and  America  clearly  and  vividly 
before  us;  and,  haying  nearly  finished  the  dessert, 
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we  rose  to  look  at  the  packages.  It  was  i 
small  task  to  sort  our  mail,  there  being  so  mat 
letters  and  packages  to  be  divided. 

"  Here  are  some  newspapers  I  never  saw  b 
fore,"  said  my  uncle,  as  he  turned  over  the  pil 
« '  The  Guardian  of  the  Soil'— that  must  ha^ 
something  to  do  with  Oregon." 

"  I  dare  say  it  has,  sir.  Here  are  at  least 
dozen  letters  from  my  siater." 

"  Ay,  your  sister  is  single,  and  can  still  thii 
of  her  brother ;  but  mine  are  married,  and  oi 
letter  a-year  would  be  a  great  deal.  Tliis  is  n 
dear  old  mother's  hand,  however ;  that  is  som 
thing.  Ursula  Malbone  would  never  forget  h 
child.  Well,  bon  ioir^  Hugh.  Each  of  us  h 
enough  to  do  for  one  evening." 

"  u4w  retoir,  sir.  Wc  shall  meet  at  *en  t 
morrow,  when  we  can  compare  our  news,  ai 
exchange  gossip." 
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CHAPTER  n. 


*  Wh J  droops  my  lord,  like  over-ripcn*d  corn, 
Haogtng  the  head  at  Ceres'  plenteous  load?" 

King  Henry  VL 

I  DID  not  get  into  my  bed  that  night  until 
^0,  nor  was  I  out  of  it  until  half-past  nine. 
It  was  near  eleven  when  Jacob  came  to  tell  me 
iua  master  was  in  the  sdUe  d  manger^  and  ready 
to  eat  his  breakfast.  I  hastened  up  stairs, 
deeping  in  the  etUresol^  and  was  at  table  with 
"^y  uncle  in  three  minutes.  I  observed,  on  enter- 
^  that  he  was  very  grave,  and  I  now  perceived 
"*t  a  couple  of  letters,  and  several  American 
"^^spapere,  lay  near  him.  His  "  Grood  morrow, 
^^t,"  was  kind  and  affectionate  as  usual,  but 
I  &ncied  it  sad. 

**No  bad  news  from  home,  I  hope,  sir!"  I 
exclaimed,  under  the  first  impulse  of  feeling. 
'^  Martha's  last  letter  is  of  quite  recent  date, 


44  RAVENSNE8T ; 

and  she  writes  very  cheerfully.  I  know  tliat 
my  grandmother  was  perfectly  well,  six  weeks 
since." 

"  I  know  the  same,  Hugh,  for  I  have  a  letter 
from  herself,  written  with  her  own  blessed 
hand.  My  mother  is  in  excellent  health  for 
a  woman  of  fourscore ;  but  she  naturally  wishes 
to  see  us,  and  you  in  particular.  Grandchildren 
are  ever  the  pets  with  gi*nn Smothers/' 

"  I  am  glad  to  hear  all  this,  sir ;  for  I  was 
really  afraid,  on  entering  the  room,  that  you 
had  received  some  unpleasant  news." 

"  And  is  all  your  news  pleasant,  after  so  long 
a  silence  ?" 

"Nothing  that  is  disagreeable,  I  do  assure 
you.  Patt  writes  in  charming  spirits,  and  I 
dare  say  is  in  blooming  beauty  by  this  time, 
though  she  tells  me  that  she  is  generally  thought 
rather  plain.  77iat  is  impossible ;  for  you  know 
when  we  left  her,  at  fifteen,  she  had  every 
promise  of  great  beauty.'' 

"  As  you  say,  it  is  impossible  that  Martha 
Littlepage  should  be  anything  but  handsome ; 
for  fifteen  is  an  age  when,  in  America,  one  may 
safely  predict  the  woman's  appearance.  Your 
sister  is  preparing  for  you  an  agreeable  surprise. 
I  have  heard  old  persons  say  that  she  was  very 


OB,   THE   1IBD8KIN&  45 

like  fflj  mother  at  the  same  time  of  life ;  and 
Dos  Malbone  was  a  sort  of  toast  once  in  the 
forest." 

''I  dare  saj  it  is  all  as  jou  think ;  more  espe- 
cially as  there  are  several  allusions  to  a  certain 
Harry  Beekman  in  her  letters^  at  which  I 
flhould  feel  flattered,  were  I  in  Mr.  Harry's 
place.  Do  you  happen  to  know  anything  of 
rach  a  family  as  the  Beekmans,  sir?" 

My  unde  looked  up  in  a  little  surprise  at 
this  question.     A  thorough   New  Yorker   by 
birth,  associations,   alliances,  and   feelings,  he 
held  all  the  old  names  of  the  colony  and  State 
in  profound  respect ;  and  I  had  often  heard  him 
sneer  at  the  manner  in  which  the  new-comers 
of  my  day,  who   had  appeared  among  us  to 
blossom  like   the  rose,  scattered  their  odours 
through  the  land.     It  was  but  a  natural  thing 
that  a  community  which  had  grown  in  popula- 
tion in  half  a  century,  from  half  a  million  to 
two  millions  and  a  half,  and  that  as  much  by 
immigration  from  adjoining  communities  as  by 
natural  increase,  should  undergo  some  change 
of  feeling  in  this  respect;   but,  on  the   other 
hand,  it  was    just  as  natural  that   the   true 
New  Yorker  should  not. 
"  Of  course  you  know,  Hugh,  that  it  is  an 
c  3 
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ancient  and  respected  name  among  ub,**  answered 
my  uncle,  after  he  had  given  me  the  look  of 
surprise  I  have  already  mentioned.  "  There  ia 
a  branch  of  the  Beekmans,  or  Bakemans,  as  we 
used  to  call  them,  settled  near  Satanstoc ;  and 
I  dare  say  that  your  sister,  in  her  frequent 
visits  to  my  mother,  has  met  with  them.  The 
association  would  be  but  natural ;  and  the  other 
feeling  to  which  you  allude  is,  I  dare  say,  but 
natural  to  the  association,  though  I  cannot  say 
I  ever  experienced  it." 

"  You  will  still  adhere  to  your  asseverations 
of  never  having  been  the  victim  of  Cupid,  I 
find,  sir." 

"  Hugh,  Hugh  !  let  us  trifle  no  more.  There 
is  news  from  home  tliat  has  almost  broken  my 
heart." 

I  sat  gazing  at  my  uncle  in  wonder  and 
alarm,  while  he  placed  both  his  hands  on  his 
face,  as  if  to  exclude  this  wicked  world,  and 
all  it  contained,  from  his  sight.  I  did  not 
speak,  for  I  saw  that  the  old  gentleman  was 
really  affected,  but  waited  his  pleasure  to  com* 
municate  more.  My  impatience  was  soon  re- 
lieved, however,  as  the  hands  were  removed, 
and  I  once  more  caught  a  view  of  my  uncle's  . 
handsome  but  clouded  countenance. 
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'*M$,j  I  ask  the  nature  of  this  news?"  I  then 

Tentured  to  inquire. 

"  Ton  may,  and  I  shall  now  tell  you^  It  is 
proper,  indeed,  that  you  should  hear  all,  and 
understand  it  all;  for  you  have  a  direct  interest 
in  Ac  matter,  and  a  large  portion  of  your  pro- 
perty is  dependent  on  the  result.  Had  not  the 
manor  troubles,  as  they  were  called,  been 
spoken  of  before  we  left  home  ?  " 

"  Certainly,  though  not  to  any  great  extent. 
We  saw  something  of  it  in  the  papers,  I  re- 
member, just  before  we  went  to  Bussia ;  and  I 
i^Dect  you  mentioned  it  as  a  discreditable 
a&ir  to  the  State,  though  likely  to  lead  to  no 
▼ery  important  result" 

**  So  I  then  thought ;  but  that  hope  has  been 
delusive.  There  were  some  reasons  why  a 
popolation  like  ours  should  chafe  under  the 
sHoation  of  the  estate  of  the  late  Patroon,  that 
1  thought  natural,  though  unjustifiable ;  for  it 
u  unhappily  too  much  a  law  of  humanity  to  do 
^t  which  is  wrong,  more  especially  in  matters 
wnnected  with  the  pocket" 

'^I  do  not  exactly  understand  your  allusion; 

**  It  is  easily  explained.  The  Van  Bensselaer 
P^perty  is,  in  the  first  place,  of  great  extent — 
the  manor,  ae  it  is  still  called  and  once  wajET, 


— J 
tliousand  souls,  this  larnre  surface  w 

perty  of  a  siiij^de  individual.      Sine 

it  has  become  the  property  of  two,  eu 

conditions   of  the  leases,  of  which 

greater  portion  are  what  are  called  di 

"  I  have  heard  all  this,  of  courst 
know  something  of  it  myself.  But 
durable  lease  ?  for  I  believe  we  ha'\ 
that  nature  at  Bravensnest." 

"  No ;  your  leases  are  all  for  three 
most  of  them  renewals  at  that.  The 
sorts  of  *  durable  leases,'  as  we  tern 
use  among  the  landlords  of  New  Yor 
give  the  tenant  a  permanent  interc 
leases  for  ever,  reserving  an  annual  : 
the  right  to  distrain,  and  covenants  oi 
But  one  class  of  these  leases  gives  th* 
right  at  any  time  to  demand  a  de< 
simple,  on  the  payment  of  a  stipula 
while  i\\o^^  i\k\\e%.^  *»!- —  ^- 
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''And  are  there  any  new  diflSculties  in  re- 
lation to  the  manor  rents  ?" 

"  Far  worse  than  that ;  the  contagion  has 
spread,  until  the  greatest  ills  that  have  been 
predicted  from  democratic  institutions,  by  their 
worst  enemies,  seriously  menace  the  country. 
1  am  afraid,  Hugh,  I  shall  not  be  able  to  call 
New  York,  any  longer,  an  exception  to  the 
eyil  example  of  a  neighbourhood,  or  the  country 
itfielf  a  glorious  country.'* 

''  This  is  so  serious,  sir,  that,  were  it  not 
that  your  looks  denote  the  contrary,  I  might  be 
diflposed  to  doubt  your  words." 

**  I  fear  my  words  are  only  too  true.  Dunning 
has  written  me  a  long  account  of  his  ow^n,  made 
out  with  the  precision  of  a  lawyer ;  and,  in 
addition,  he  has  sent  me  divers  papers,  some  of 
^Wch  openly  contend  for  what  is  substantially 
a  new  division  of  property,  and  what  in  effect 
^ould  be  agrarian  laws.** 

**  Surely,  my  dear  uncle,  you  cannot  seriously 
^prehend  anything  of  that  nature  from  our 
order-loving,  law-loving,  property-loving  Ame- 
ricana?" 

'*Your  last  description  may  contain  the 
■^Q^t  of  the  whole  movement.  The  love  of 
P^perty  may  be  so  strong  as  to  induce  them  to 
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do  a  great  many  things  tlicy  ought  not  to  do. 
I  certainly  do  not  apprehend  that  any  direct 
attempt  is  about  to  be  made,  in  New  York,  to 
divide  its  property;  nor  do  I  fear  any  open, 
declared  agrarian  statute;  for  what  I  apprehend 
is  to  come  through  indirect  and  gradual  inno- 
vations on  the  right,  that  will  be  made  to 
assume  the  delusive  aspect  of  justice  and  equal 
rights,  and  thus  undermine  the  principles  of  the 
people,  before  they  are  aware  of  the  danger 
themselves.  In  order  that  you  may  not  only 
understand  me,  but  may  understand  facts  that 
are  of  the  Wt  inii)ortancc  to  your  own  pocket, 
I  will  first  tell  you  what  has  been  done,  and 
then  tell  you  what  I  fear  is  to  follow.  The 
first  difficulty — or,  rather,  the  first  difficulty  of 
recent  occurrence — arose  at  the  death  of  the 
late  Patroon.  I  say  of  recent  occurrence, 
tfince  Dunning  writes  me  tliat,  during  the  admi- 
nistration of  John  Jay,  an  attempt  to  resist 
the  payment  of  rent  was  made  on  the  manor  of 
the  Livingstons ;  but  ie  put  it  down  imtanter* 
^^Yes,  I  should  rather  think  that  roguery 
would  not  be  apt  to  prosper,  while  the  execution 
of  the  laws  was  entrusted  to  such  a  man.  The 
age  of  such  politicians,  however,  seems  to  have 
ended  among  us.^ 
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^It  did  not  prosper.  Goyemor  Jajmetthepre- 
tensioa  aswe  all  know  such  a  man  would  meet  it; 
and  the  matter  died  away,  and  has  been  nearly 
forgotten.  It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  ie  put 
THE  EVIL  DOWN.  But  this  18  uot  the  age  of 
John  Jays.  To  proceed  to  my  narrative: 
When  the  late  Patroon  died,  there  was  due  to 
him  a  sum  of  something  like  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars  of  back-rents,  and  of  which  he 
had  made  a  special  disposition  in  his  will, 
vesting  the  money  in  trustees  for  a  certain 
purpose.  It  was  the  attempt  to  collect  this 
money  which  first  gave  rise  to  dissatisfaction. 
Thoee  who  had  been  debtors  so  long,  were 
idoctapt  to  pay.  In  casting  roimd  for  the 
ineans  to  escape  from  the  payment  of  their 
j^  debts,  these  men,  feeling  the  power  that 
nnmbers  ever  give  over  right  in  America,  com- 
bmed  to  resist  with  others  who  again  had  in 
^  a  project  to  get  rid  of  the  rents  altogether, 
(^t  of  this  combination  grew  what  have  been 
^•Ded  the  *  manor  troubles.'  Men  appeared  in 
&  sort  of  mock-Indian  dress,  calico  shirts  thrown 
<>^er  their  other  clothes,  and  with  a  species  of 
^co  masks  on  their  tsuces,  who  resisted  the 
"•flifi*  processes,  and  completely  prevented  the 
^*Dection  of  rents.      These  men  were,  armed. 
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mostly  with'  rifles;  and  it  was  finally  found 
necessary  to  call  out  a  strong  body  of  the 
militia,  in  order  to  protect  the  civil  oiBcers  in 
the  execution  of  their  duties." 

"  All  this  occurred  before  we  went  to  the 
East.  I  had  supposed  thosi  anti-renters,  as 
they  were  called,  had  been  effectually  put 
down." 

"In  appearance  they  were.  But  the  very 
governor  who  called  the  militia  into  the  field, 
referred  the  subject  of  the  ^  griefi^  of  the 
tenants  to  the  legislature,  as  if  they  were 
actually  aggrieved  citizens,  when  in  truth  it 
was  the  landlords,  or  the  Kensselaers,  for  at 
that  time  the  '  troubles'  were  confined  to  their 
property,  who  were  the  aggrieved  parties.  This 
false  step  has  done  an  incalcidable  amount  of 
mischief,  if  it  do  not  prove  the  entering  wedge 
to  rive  asunder  the  institutions  of  the  State." 

"It  is  extraordinary,  when  such  things  occur, 
that  any  man  can  mistake  his  duty.  Why 
were  the  tenants  thus  spoken  of,  wUle 
nothing  was  said  beyond  what  the  law  compel- 
led in  favour  of  the  landlords?" 

"  I  can  see  no  reason,  but  the  fact  that  the 
Rensselaers  were  only  two,  and  that  the  dia- 
affected  tenants  were  probably  two  thousand. 
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With  all  the  cry  of  aristocracy,  and  feudality, 
and  nobility,  neither  of  the  Bensselaers,  by  the 
letter  of  the  law,  has  one  particle  more  of 
political  power,  or  political  right,  than  his  own 
coachman  or  footman,  if  the  last  be  a  white 
man;  while,  in  practice,  he  is  in  many  things 
getting  to  be  less  protected." 

''Then  you  think,  sir,  that  this  matter  has 
gained  force  from  the  circumstance  that  so  many 
▼otes  depend  on  it  ?" 

"Out  of  all  question.  Its  success  depends 
on  the  violations  of  principles  that  we  have  been 
80  long  taught  to  hold  sacred,  that  nothing  short 
of  the  overruling  and  corrupting  influence  of 
politics  would  dare  to  assail  thenu  If  there 
were  a  landlord  to  each  farm,  as  well  as  a 
tenant,  universal  indifference  would  prevail  as 
to  the  griefe  of  the  tenants;  and  if  two  to 
ooe  tenant,    universal     indignation   at    their 


''Of  what  particular  griefs  do  the  tenants 
complam?" 

''You  mean  the  Bensselaer  tenants,  I  sup- 
pose? Why,  they  complain  of  such  covenants 
as  they  can,  though  their  deepest  affliction  is  to 
^  found  m  the  fact  that  they  do  not  own  other 
laen'g  lands.     The  Patroon  had  quarter  sales  on 
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many  of  his  farms — those  that  were  let  in  the 
last  century." 

"  Well,  what  of  that  ?  A  bargwi  to  allow 
of  quarter  sales  is  just  as  fair  as  any  other 
bargain." 

''It  is  fairer,  in  fact,  than  most  bargains, 
when  you  come  to  analyze  it,  since  there  is  a 
very  good  reason  why  it  should  accompany  a 
perpetual  lease.  Is  it  to  be  supposed  that 
a  landlord  has  no  interest  in  the  character  and 
habits  of  his  tenants  ?  He  lias  the  closest 
interest  in  it  possible,  and  no  prudent  man 
should  let  his  lands  without  holding  some  sort 
of  control  over  the  assignment  of  leases.  Now, 
there  arc  but  two  modes  of  doing  this;  either 
by  holding  over  the  tenant  a  power  through  his 
interests,  or  a  direct  veto  dependent  solely  on 
the  landlord's  will." 

"  The  last  would  be  apt  to  r^ise  a  pretty  cry 
of  tyranny  and  feudality  in  America  I" 

"  Pretty  cries  on  such  subjects  are  very 
easily  raised  in  America.  More  people  join  in 
them  than  understand  what  they  mean.  Never- 
theless, it  is  quite  as  just,  when  two  men 
bargain,  that  he  who  owns  every  right  in  the 
land  before  the  bargain  is  made,  should  lettun 
this  right  over  his  property,  which  he  oonsenta 
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to  part  with  only  with  limitations,  as  that  he 
Aodd  grant  it  to  another.  These  men,  in  their 
ekmoor,  forget  that,  until  their  leases  were 
obtained,  they  had  no  right  in  their  lands  at  all, 
and  that  what  thej  have  got  is  through  those 
voy  leMes  of  which  they  complain ;  take  away 
th€  leases,  and  they  would  have  no  rights  re- 
mainiDg.  Now,  on  what  principle  can  honest 
men  pretend  that  they  have  rights  beyond  the 
leases?  On  the  supposition,  even,  that  the 
bargains  are  hard,  what  have  governors  and 
legislators  to  do  with  thrusting  themselves  in 
between  parties  so  situated  as  special  umpires? 
I  should  object  to  such  umpires,  moreover,  on 
the  general  and  controlling  principle  that  must 
gOTemall  righteous  arbitration, — your  gover- 
nors and  legislators  are  not  impartial ; — they  are 
political  or  party  men,  one  may  say,  without 
exception;  and  such  umpires,  when  votes  are 
in  the  question,  are  to  be  sorely  distrusted.  I 
would  as  soon  trust  my  interests  to  the  decision 
of  feed  counsel,  as  trust  them  to  such  judges." 

*'  I  wonder  the  really  impartial  and  upri^t 
P<^fti(m  of  the  conununity  do  not  rise  in  their 
^K  and  put  this  thing  down — ^rip  it  up,  root 
^d  braodi,  and  cast  it  way,  at  once." 

**  That  is  the  weak  point  of  our  system^  whi(^ 
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has  a  hundred  strong  points,  while  it  has  this 
besetting  vice.  Our  laws  are  not  only  madcj 
but  they  are  administered,  on  the  supposition 
that  there  are  both  honesty  and  intelligence 
enough  in  the  body  of  the  community  to  see 
them  tcell  made,  and  tcell  administered.  Bat 
the  sad  reality  shows  that  good  men  are  com- 
monly passive,  until  abuses  become  intolerable; 
it  being  the  designing  rogue  and  manager  who 
is  usually  the  most  active.  Vigilant  philan- 
thropists do  exist,  I  will  allow;  but  it  is  in  such 
small  numbers  as  to  effect  little  on  the  whole, 
and  nothing  at  all  when  opposed  by  the  zeal  of 
a  mercenary  opposition.  No,  no, — little  is  ever 
to  be  expected,  in  a  political  sense,  from  the 
activity  of  virtue ;  while  a  great  deal  may  be 
looked  for  from  the  activity  of  vice." 

"  You  do  not  take  a  very  favourable  view  of 
humanity,  sir." 

"  I  speak  of  the  world  as  I  have  found  it  in 
both  hemispheres,  or,  as  your  neighbour  the 
magistrate,  'Squire  Newcome,  has  it,  the  'four 
hemispheres.'  Our  representation  is,  at  the 
best,  but  an  average  of  the  qualities  of  the 
whole  community,  somewhat  lessened  by  the 
fact,  that  men  of  real  merit  have  taken  a  dis- 
gust at  a  state  of  things  that  is  not  very  tempt- 
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tng  to  their  habits  or  tastes.  As  for  a  quarter 
sale,  I  can  see  no  more  hardship  in  it  than  there 
is  in  paying  the  rent  itself;  and,  bj  giving  the 
landlord  this  check  on  the  transfer  of  his  lands, 
he  compels  a  compromise  that  maintains  what 
is  just.  The  tenant  is  not  obliged  to  sell,  and 
he  makes  his  conditions  accordingly,  when  he 
has  a  good  tenant  to  offer  in  his  stead.  When 
he  offers  a  bad  tenant,  he  ought  to  pay  for  it." 

"  Many  persons  with  us  would  think  it  very 
aristocratic,"  I  cried  laughingly,  '^  that  a  land- 
lord should  have  it  in  his  power  to  say,  I  will 
not  accept  this  or  that  substitute  for  yourself 
^^  It  is  just  as  aristocratic,  and  no  more  so, 
than  it  would  be  to  put  it  in  the  power  of  the 
tenant  to  say  to  the  landloid,  you  shall  accept 
this  or  that  tenant  at  my  hands.  The  covenant  of 
the  quarter  sale  gives  each  party  a  control  in  the 
matter;  and  the  result  has  ever  been  a  compro- 
mise that  is  perfectly  fjur,  as  it  is  hardly  pos- 
sible that  the  circumstance  should  have  been 
overlooked  in  making  the  bargain ;  and  he  who 
^ows  anything  of  such  matters,  knows  that 
every  exaction  of  this  sort  is  always  considered 
m  the  rent.     As  for  feudality,  so  long  as  the 
power  to  alienate  exists  at  all  in  the  tenant, 
he  does  not  hold  by  a  feudal  tenure.     He  has 
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bought  himself  from  all  such  tenures  by  ! 
covenant  of  quarter  sale ;  and  it  only  rema 
to  say  whether^  having  agreed  to  such  a  Imrgi 
in  order  to  obtain,  this  advantage,  he  should  p 
the  stipulated  price  or  not." 

"  I  understand  you,  sir.  It  is  easy  to  co: 
at  the  equity  of  this  matter,  if  one  will  oi 
go  back  to  tlie  original  facts  which  colour 
The  tenant  had  no  rights  at  all  until  he  got 
lease,  and  can  have  no  rights  which  tliat  la 
does  not  confer." 

"  Then  the  cry  is  raised  of  feudal  privfleg 
because  some  of  the  Rensselaer  tenants  ] 
obliged  to  find  so  many  days'  work  with  th 
teams,  or  substitutes,  to  the  landlord,  and  ei 
because  they  have  to  pay  annually  a  pair  of 
fowls!  We  have  seen  enough  of  Amen 
Hugh,  to  know  that  most  husbandmen  woi 
be  delighted  to  have  the  privilege  of  payi 
their  debts  in  chickens  and  work,  instead 
in  money,  which  renders  the  cry  only  so  mi 
the  more  wicked.  But  what  is  there  m 
feudal  in  a  tenant's  thus  paying  his  landk) 
than  in  a  butcher's  contracting  to  furnish 
much  meat  for  a  series  of  years,  or  a  mail  c< 
tractor's  agreeing  to  carry  the  mail  in  a  foi 
horse  coach  for  a  term  of  years,  eh?    No  c 
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objectfl  to  the  rent  in  wheat,  and  whj  should 
they  object  to  the  rent  in  chickens?  Is  it 
becauae  our  republican  farmers  have  got  to  be 
80  aristoaxUic  themselves,  that  thej  do  not  like 
to  be  thought  poulterers  ?  This  is  being  aris- 
tocratic on  the  other  side.  These  dignitaries 
aboold  remember  that  if  it  be  plebeian  to  furnish 
fowls,  it  is  plebeian  to  receive  them ;  and  if  the 
tenant  has  to  find  an  individual  who  has  to 
Bobmit  to  the  degradation  of  tendering  a  pair  of 
&t  fowls,  the  landlord  has  to  find  an  individual 
who  has  to  submit  to  the  degradation  of  taking 
tkein,  and  of  putting  them  away  in  the  larder. 
It  seems  to  me  that  one  is  an  offiet  to  the 
other." 

^But,  if  I  remember  rightly,  uncle  Bo,  these 
little  matters  were  always  commuted  for  in 
money." 

**They  always  must  lie  at  the  option  of  the 
tenant,  unless  the  covenants  went  to  forfeiture, 
wUek  I  never  heard  that  they  did ;  for  tlie 
failure  to  pay  in  kind  at  the  time  stipulated, 
woqU  only  involve  a  payment  in  money  after- 
waidfl.  The  most  siirprising  part  of  this  whole 
^nuisaction  is,  that  men  among  us  hold  the 
doctrine  that  these  leasehold  estates  are  opposed 
to  our  institutions,  when,  being  guaranteed  by 
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the  institutions,  they  in  truth  form  a  part  c>/* 
them.  Were  it  not  for  these  very  institutionffy 
to  which  they  are  said  to  be  opposed,  and  of 
which  they  virtually  form  a  part,  we  should 
soon  have  a  pretty  kettle  of  fish  between  hmd- 
lord  and  tenant." 

"  How  do  you  make  it  out  that  they  form  a 
part  of  the  institutions,  sir?" 

"  Simply  because  the  institutions  have  a 
solemn  profession  of  protecting  property.  There 
is  such  a  parade  of  this,  that  all  our  consti- 
tutions declare  that  property  shall  never  be 
taken  without  due  form  of  law;  and  to  read  one 
of  them,  you  would  think  the  property  of  the 
citizen  is  held  (piite  ns  i^acrcd  as  his  person. 
Now,  some  of  these  very  tenures  existed  when 
the  State  institutions  were  framed;  and,  not 
satidfied  with  this,  we  of  New  York,  in  common 
with  our  sister  States,  solemnly  prohibited 
ourselves,  in  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States,  from  ever  meddling  with  them  I  Xever- 
theless,  men  are  found  haixly  enough  to  assert 
that  a  thing  which  in  fact  belongs  to  the  insti- 
tutions, is  opposed  to  them." 

''  Perhaps  they  mean,  sir,  to  their  spirit,  or 
to  their  tendency." 

^*  Ah  I  there  may  be  some  sense   in  that, 
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tloagfa  mncli  less  than  the  declaimers  fancy. 
The  spirit  of  institutions  is  their  legitimate 
object;  and  it  wjould  be  hard  to  prove  that  a 
leasehold  tenure,  with  any  conditions  of  mere 
pecuniary  indebtedness  whatever,  is  opposed  to 
Any  institations  that  recognise  the  fuU  rights  of 
property.  The  obligation  to  pay  rent  no  more 
creates  political  dependency,  than  to  give  credit 
from  an  ordinary  shop ;  not  so  much,  indeed, 
more  especisJlj  under  such  leases  as  those  of  the 
BensKlaers ;  for  the  debtor  on  a  book-debt  can 
be  sued  at  any  moment,  whereas  the  tenant 
knows  precisely  when  he  has  to  pay.  There  is 
the  great  absurdity  of  those  who  decry  the 
system  as  feudal  and  aristocratic ;  for  they  do 
not  see  that  those  very  leases  are  more  favour- 
able to  the  tenant  than  any  other." 

"  I  shall  have  to  ask  you  to  explain  this  to 
^  sir,  being  too  ignorant  to  comprehend  it." 

"  Why,  these  leases  are  perpetual,  and  the 
tenant  cannot  be  dispossessed.  The  longer  a 
'^Me  is,  other  things  being  equal,  the  better  it 
« for  the  tenant,  all  the  world  over.  Let  us 
swppoee  two  farms,  the  one  leased  for  five  years, 
^Jrfthe  other  for  ever:  Which  tenant  is  most 
"dependent  of  the  political  influence  of  his 
*^dlord,  to  say  nothing  of  impossibility  of  the 

VCMUL  D 


ujiv;  eALupiion  that  he  has  rent  to  ps 
latter  case,  he  is  i)recisely  like  any  o 
— like  the  poor  man  who  contracts 
the  same  storekeeper  for  a  series  of 
for  the  possession  of  the  farm,  whicl 
suppose  is  a  desirable  thing  for  the 
of  the  long  lease  is  clearly  most  in* 
since  the  other  maybe  ejected  at  the  € 
fire  years.     Nor  is  there  the  least  di 
to  acquiring  the  property  in  fee,  sinc( 
lord  may  sell  equally  in  either  case, 
posed :  and  if  not  disposed,  no  hoi 

UNDER  ANY  SYSTEM,  OUGHT  TO  DO  ANS 

coBfPEL  HIM  SO  TO  DO,  either  directl 
rectly ;  and  no  truly  honest  man  w< 

I  put  some  of  the  words  of  my  un< 
small  capitals,  as  the  spirit  of  the  tin^ 
the  imtituiions,  renders  such  hints  z 
But,  to  continue  our  dialogue : 

"  I  understand  you  now.  sir.  thfincA 
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^It  IB  Tery  easily  explained.  The  spirit  of 
Ae  inetitutions  is  their  intention ;  their  tenden- 
des  is  the  natural  direction  they  take  under  the 
iiBpolaes  of  human  motives,  which  are  always 
earropt  and  corrupting.  The  *  spirit '  refers  to 
wbtt  tlungB  ouffJU  to  be;  the  tendencies/  to 
whtt  they  are^  or  are  becoming.  The  *  spirit '  of 
aO  political  institutions  is  to  place  a  check  on 
the  natural  propensities  of  men,  to  restrain 
ihoDy  and  keep  them  within  due  bounds ;  while 
the  tendendesyb&to  those  propensities,  and  are 
cAen  quite  in  direct  o[^sition  to  the  spirit. 
Tliet  this  outcry  against  leasehold  tenures  in 
America  is  following  the  tendencies  of  our 
iiedtiitions,  I  am  afraid  is  only  too  true ;  but 
tbt  it  is  in  any  manner  in  compEance  with 
thar  tpbrii^  I  utterly  deny." 

*You  wHl  allow  that  institutions  have  ilieir 
iprit,  which  ought  always  to  be  respected,  in 
wder  to  preserve  harmony  T* 

''Out  of  all  question.  The  first  great 
i^^Viieite  of  a  political  system  is  the  means 
of  protecting  itself;  the  second,  to  check  its 
tendencies  at  the  point  required  by  justice, 
viBdom,  and  good  faith.  In  a  despotism,  for 
iietance,  the  qpirit  of  the  system  is  to  maintfun 
4st  one  man,  who  is  elevated  above  the  neces-r 
d2 
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sities  and  temptations  of  a  nation — who  is 
solemnly  set  apart  for  the  sole  purpose  of 
government^  fortified  by  dignity,  and  rendered 
impartial  by  position — will  rule  in  the  manner 
most  conducive  to  the  true  interests  of  his 
subjects.  It  is  just  as  much  the  theory  of 
Russia  and  Prussia  that  their  monarchs  reign 
not  for  their  own  good,  but  for  the  good  of 
those  over  whom  they  are  placed,  as  it  is  the 
theory  in  regard  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  We  all  know  that  the  tendencies  of  a 
despotism  are  to  abuses  of  a  particular  character; 
and  it  is  just  as  certain  that  the  tendencies  of  a 
republic,  or  rather  of  a  democratic  republic — 
for  republic  of  itself  means  but  little,  many 
republics  having  had  kings — ^but  it  is  just  as 
certain  that  the  tendencies  of  a  democracy  are 
to  abuses  of  another  character.  Whatever  man 
touches,  he  infallibly  abuses ;  and  this  more  in 
connexion  with  the^exercise  of  political  power, 
perhaps,  than  in  the  management  of  any  one 
interest  of  life,  though  he  abuses  all,  even  to 
religion.  Less  depends  on  the  nominal  cha- 
racter of  institutions,  perhaps,  than  on  thdr 
ability  to  arrest  their  own  tendencies  at  the 
point  required  by  everything  that  is  just  and 
right.    Hitherto,  surprisingly  few  ffr€M  abuses 
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haye  followed  from  bur  institutions;  but  this 
matter  looks  frightfully  serious ;  for  I  have  not 
told  you  half,  Ilugh."^ 

*' Indeed,  sir!  I  beg  you  will  believe  me  quite 
equal  to  hearing  the  worst." 

"It  is  true,  anti^rentism  did  commence  on 
the  estate  of  the  Kensselaers,  and  with  com- 
phunts  of  feudal  tenures,  and  of  days'  works, 
and  &t  fowls,  backed  by  the  extravagantly 
aristocratic  pretension  that  a  'manor'  tenant 
was  80  much  a  privileged  being,  that  it  was 
beneath  his  dignity,  as  a  free  man,  to  do  that 
which  is  daily  done  by  mail-contractors,  stagc- 
coadi  owners,  victuallers,  and  even  by  them- 
Belyes  in  their  passing  bargwis  to  deliver 
potatoes,  onions,  tiurkeys  and  pork,  although 
they  had  solemnly  covenanted  with  their  land- 
loid«  to  pay  the  fat  fowls,  and  to  pve  the  days' 
works.  The  feudal  system  has  been  found  to 
extend  much  further,  and  troubles,'  as  they 
tte  called,  have  broken  out  in  other  parts  of  the 
State.  Resistance  to  process,  and  a  cessation 
of  the  payment  of  rents,  has  occurred  on  the 
Livingston  property,  ia  Hardenberg— in  short, 
u^  eight  or  ten  coumties  of  the  State.  Even 
*°^Qg  the  bamAfide  purchasers,  on  the  Holland 
I^Qichase,  this  resistance  has  been  organized. 
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and  a  species. of  troops  raised^  who  appear  dis- 
guised and  armed  wherever  a  levy  is  to  be  made. 
Several  men  have  already  been  murdered^  and 
there  is  the  strong  probability  of  a  civil  war.** 

*^  In  the  name  of  what  is  sacred  and  right, 
what  has  the  government  of  the  State  been 
doing  all  this  time  ?" 

''  In  my  poor  judgment^  a  great  deal  that  it 
ought  not  to  have  done,  and  very  little  that  it 
ought.  You  know  the  state  of  politics  at  home, 
Hugh ;  how  important  New  York  is  in  all  na- 
tional questions,  and  how  nearly  tied  is  her  vote 
— ^less  than  ten  thousand  majority  in  a  canvass  of 
near  half  a  million  of  votes.  When  this  is  the 
ease,  the  least-principled  part  of  the  voters  at- 
tiun  an  imdue  importance — a  truth  that  has  been 
abundantly  illustrated  in  this  question.  The 
natural  course  would  have  been  to  ruse  an 
armed  constabulary  force,  and  to  have  kept  it 
in  motion,  as  the  anti-renters  have  kept  their 
'Injins*  in  motion,  which  would  have  soon  tired 
out  the  rebels,  for  rebels  they  are,  who  would 
thus  have  had  to  support  one  army  in  part»  and 
the  other  altogether.  Such  a  movement  on  thA 
part  of  the  State,  well  and  energetically  ma- 
naged, would  have  drawn  half  the  'Injina'  at 
once  from  the  ranks  of  disaffection  to  those  of 
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authority;  for  all  that  most  of  these  men  want 
is  to  live  easy,  and  to  have  a  parade  of  military 
morements.  Instead  of  that,  the  legislature 
sabetantially  did  nothing,  until  blood  was  spilt, 
and  the  grievance  had  got  to  be  not  only  pro* 
foimdly  disgraceful  for  such  a  State  and  such  a 
country,  but  utterly  intolerable  to  the  well- 
a&ected  of  the  revolted  counties,  as  well  as  to 
those  who  were  kept  out  of  the  enjoyment  of 
their  property.  Then,  indeed,  it  passed  the 
hiw  which  ought  to  have  been  passed  the  first 
year  of  the  *  Injin'  system — a  law  which  ren- 
den  it  felony  to  appear  armed  and  disguised ; 
hut  Dunning  writes  me  this  law  is  openly  dis- 
regarded in  Delaware  and  Schoharie,  in  parti- 
cular, and  that  bodies  of '  Injins,'  in  ftdl  costume 
<od  armed,  of  a  thousand  men,  have  appeared 
to  prevent  levies  or  sales.  Where  it  will  end. 
Heaven  knows  1" 
**  Do  you  apprehend  any  serious  civil  war  ?** 
"It  is  impossible  to  say  where  false  principles 
^  lead,  when  they  are  permitted  to  make 
^  and  to  become  widely  disseminated,  in  a 
<^uiitry  like  ours.  Still,  the  disturbances,  as 
^^  are  utterly  contemptible,  and  could  and 
^oaU  be  put  down  by  an  energetic  executive  in 
^^  days  after  he  liad  time  to  collect  a  force  to 


A.,  iiiucLu,  iiifv  are  ever  repaired/' 

*'  You  .surprise  me,  .sir  ;  and  this  the 
e-pecially,  as  I  know  you  are  generally 
same  way  of  thinklDg^  on  political  subject 
the  party  that  is  now  in  power." 

"  Did  you  ever  know  me  to  support  ^ 
conceived  to  be  wrong,  Hugh,  on  acoo 
my  political  affinities?"  asked  my  unde,  i 
reproachfully  as  to  manner.     ^'  But,  let  i 
you  the  harm  that  I  conceive  has  been  d( 
all  the  governors  who  have  had  anything 
with  the  subject;  and  that  includes  one 
party  to  which  I  am  opposed,  and  two  thi 
not.     In  the  first  place,  they  have  all  ti 
the  matter  as  if  the  tenants  had  really 
cause  of  complaint;   when  in  truth  all 
griefs  arise  from  the  fact  that  other  mei 
not  let  them  have  their  property  just  as 
may  want  it,  and  in  some  respects  on  theu 
terms. 
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**UmphI  Christianity,  like  liberty,  suffers 
fearfbllj  in  human  hands ;  one  is  sometimes  at 
a  lots  to  rec<^nise  either.  I  hare  seen  ministers 
of  the  gospel  just  as  dogged,  just  as  regardless 
of  general  morality,  and  just  as  indifferent  to 
the  right,  in  upholding  their  parties,  as  I  ever 
saw  lajinen ;  and  I  have  seen  laymen  manifest- 
ing tempers,  in  this  respect,  that  properly  be- 
bng  to  devils.  But  our  governors  have  certainly 
treated  this  matter  as  if  the  tenants  actually  had 
griefi;  when  in  truth  their  sole  oppression  is  in 
being  obliged  to  pay  rents  that  are  merely  no- 
minal, and  in  not  being  able  to  buy  other  men*s 
property  contrary  to  their  wishes,  and  very 
mnch  at  their  own  prices.  One  governor  has 
even  been  so  generous  as  to  volunteer  a  mode  of 
settling  disputes  with  which,  by  the  way,  he  has 
no  concern,  there  being  courts  to  discharge  that 
office,  that  is  singularly  presuming  on  his  part,' 
to  say  the  least,  and  which  looks  a  confounded 
sight  more  like  aristocracy,  or  monarchy,  than 
Mything  connected  with  leasehold  tenure," 
"Why,  what  can  the  man  have  done?" 
"He  has  kindly  taken  on  himself  the  office 
of  doing  that  for  which  I  fancy  he  can  find  no 
authority  in  the  institutions,  or  in  their  spirit 
"^Qo  less  than  advising  citizens  how  they  may 
D  3 
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conveniently  manage  their  own  affairs  so  as  to 
get  over  difficulties  that  he  himself  substui- 
tially  admits,  while  giving  this  very  advice,  are 
difficulties  that  the  law  sanctions!" 

"  This  is  a  very  extraordinary  interference  in 
a  public  functionary ;  because  one  of  the  parties 
to  a  contract  that  is  solemnly  guaranteed  by  the 
law,  chooses  to  complain  of  its  fuUurey  rather 
than  of  its  conditions^  to  pretend  to  throw  the 
weight  of  his  even  assumed  authority  into  the 
scales  on  either  side  of  the  question  I" 

'^  And  that  in  a  popular  government,  Hugh, 
in  which  it  tells  so  strongly  against  a  man  to 
render  him  unpopular,  that  not  one'  man  in  a 
million  has  the  moral  courage  to  resist  pubUc 
opinion,  even  when  he  is  right.  You  have  hit 
the  nail  on  the  head,  boy ;  it  is  in  the  last  de* 
gree  presuming,  and  what  would  be  denounced^ 
as  tyrannical  in  any  monarch  in  Europe.  But 
he  has  lived  in  vain  who  lias  not  learned  that 
they  who  make  the  loudest  professions  of  a 
love  of  liberty,  have  little  knowledge  of  the 
quality,  beyond  submission  to  the  demands  of 
numbers.  Our  executive  has  carried  his  fatherly 
care  even  beyond  this;  he  has  actually  sug- 
gested the  terms  of  a  bargain  by  which  he 
thinks  the  difficulty  con  be  settled,  wluch,  in 
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ad£tkm  to  the  gross  assumption  of  having  a 
Toicein  a  matter  that  in  no  manner  belongs  to 
him,  has  the  palpable  demerit  of  recommending 
a  pecuniary  compromise  that  is  flagrantly  wrong 
as  a  mere  pecuniary  compromise." 

^  You  astonish  me,  sir  I  What  is  the  precise 
Bature  of  his  recommendation  ?'' 

^That  the  Bensselaers  should  receive  such  a 
sum  from  each  tenant  as  would  produce  an 
interest  equal  to  the  value  of  the  present  rent 
Now,  ux  the  first  place,  here  is  a  citizen  who 
W  got  as  much  property  as  he  wants,  and  who 
wishes  to  live  for  other  purposes  than  to  accu- 
BMdate.  This  property  is  not  only  invested  to 
Ua  entire  satisfaction,  as  regards  convenience, 
aecority,  and  returns,  but  also  in  a  way  that  is 
coimected  with  some  of  the  best  sentiments  of 
his  nature.  It  is  property  that  has  descended 
to  him  through  ancestors  for  two  centuries ; 
property  that  is  historically  connected  with  his 
BMae— on  which  he  was  bom,  on  which  he  has 
li^ed,  and  on  which  he  has  hoped  to  die ;  pro* 
P^,  in  a  word,  that  is  associated  with  all  the 
^^r  feeUngs  of  humanity.  Because  some 
"^terloper,  perhaps,  who  has  purchased  an  inter- 
^  in  one  of  his  farms  six  months  before,  feels 
•**  Qristocraiic  desire  not  to  have  a  landloni. 
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and  wishes  to  own  a  farm  in  fee,  that  in  fact 
he  has  no  other  right  to  than  he  gets  through 
his  lease,  the  governor  of  the  great  State  of 
New  York  throws  the  weight  of  his  official  pod- 
tion  against  the  old  hereditary  owner  of  the 
soil,  by  solemnly  suggesting,  in  an  official  docu- 
ment that  is  intended  to  produce  an  effect  on  ' 
public  opinion,  that  he  should  sell  that  which 
he  does  not  wish  to  sell,  but  wishes  to  keep, 
and  that  at  a  price  which  I  conceive  is  much 
below  its  true  pecuniary  value.  We  have 
liberty  with  a  vengeance,  if  these  are  some 
of  its  antics  ! " 

"  What  makes  the  matter  worse,  is  the  fact 
that  each  of  the  Rcnsselaers  has  a  house  on 
his  estate,  so  placed  as  to  be  convenient  to  look 
after  his  interests ;  whidi  interests  he  is  to  be 
at  the  trouble  of  changing,  leaving  him  his 
house  on  his  hands,  because,  forsooth,  one  of 
the  parties  to  a  plain  and  equitable  bargain 
wishes  to  make  better  conditions  than  he  cove- 
nanted for.  I  wonder  what  his  Excellency 
proposes  that  the  landlords  shall  do  with  their 
money  when  they  get  it?  Buy  new  estates, 
and  build  new  houses,  of  which  to  be  dispos- 
sessed when  a  new  set  of  tenants  may  choose 
to  cry  out  against  aristocracy,  and  demonstrate 


OB,   THE   RED8KIK8.  73 

their  own  love  for  democracy  by  wishing  to 
pull  others  down  in  order  to  shove  themselves 
bto  their  places?" 

Ton  are  right  again,  Hugh;  but  it  is  a 
besetting  vice  of  America  to  regard  life  as  all 
means,  and  as  having  no  end  in  a  worldly  point 
of  view.  I  dare  say  men  may  be  found  among 
08  who  r^ard  it  as  highly  presuming  in  any 
mm  to  build  himself  an  ample  residence,  and  to 
innoimce  by  his  mode  of  living  that  he  is  con- 
tent with  his  present  means,  and  does  not  wish 
to  increase  them,  at  the  very  moment  they  view 
the  suggestions  of  the  governor  as  the  pink  of 
modesty,  and  excessively  favourable  to  equal 
rights !  I  like  that  thought  of  yours  about  the 
hoiue,  too ;  in  order  to  suit  the  ^  spirit*  of  the 
New  York  institutions,  it  would  seem  that  a 
New  York  landlord  should  build  on  wheels, 
that  he  may  move  his  abode  to  some  new  estate, 
when  it  suits  the  pleasure  of  his  tenants  to  buy 
him  out." 

''Do  you  suppose  the  Rensselaers  would 
take  their  money,  the  principal  of  the  rent  at 
Kven  per  cent.,  and  buy  land  with  it,  after 
their  experience  of  the  uncertainty  of  such  pos- 
I  among  us?*' 
'Not they,**  said  my  uncle  Bo,  laughing. 
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*'  No,  no !  they  would  sell  the  ]VIanor-Hoi 
and  Beverwyck,  for  taverns ;  and  then  any  < 
might  live  in  them  who  would  pay  the  princi 
sum  of  the  cost  of  a  dinner ;  bag  their  doll: 
and  proceed  forthwith  to  Wall-street,  and  cc 
mence  the  shaving  of  notes — that  occupat 
having  been  decided,  as  I  see  by  the  1 
arrivals,  to  be  highly  honourable  and  prai 
worthy.  Hitherto  they  have  been  nothing  ' 
drones;  but  by  the  time  they  can  go  to 
quick  with  their  dollars,  they  will  become  v 
ful  members  of  society,  and  be  honoured  t 
esteemed  accordingly." 

What  next  might  have  been  said  I  do  : 
know,  for  just  then  we  were  interrupted  b^ 
visit  from  our  common  banker,  and  the  discou 
was  necessarily  changed. 
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CHAPTEE  m. 

*  0,  vhen  shall  I  tIbH  the  Uuid  of  my  Mrih, 
Tke  loTdiest  land  on  the  faice  of  the  earthi 
When  shall  I  thoae  scenes  of  affection  explore. 

Oar  forests,  our  foontains. 

Oar  hamleta,  our  moantains. 
With  the  pride  of  oar  mountains,  the  maid  I  adore  ]" 

MOHTOOMSBT. 

It  was  truly  news  for  an  American,  who  had 
i^Q  80  long  cut  off  from  intelligence  from 
We,  thus  suddenly  to  be  told  that  some  of 
^  scenes  of  the  middle  ages — scenes  connected 
^th  real  wrongs  and  gross  abuses  of  human 
nghts— were  about  to  be  enacted  in  his  own 
^i]  that  country  which  boasted  itself,  not 
^y  to  be  the  asylum  of  the  oppressed,  but  the 
*^**^rvator  of  the  right.  I  was  grieved  at  what 
I  W  heard,  for,  during  my  travels,  I  had 
Perished  a  much-loved  image  of  justice  and 
political  excellence,  that  I  now  began  to  fear 
'^^t  be  abandoned.     My  uncle   and  myself 
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decided  at  once  to  return  home,  a  step  that 
indeed  was  required  by  prudence.  I  waa  now 
of  an  age  to  enter  into  the  full  possession  ot 
my  own  property  (so  far  as  "new  laws  an( 
new  lords"  would  permit) ;  and  the  letters  re- 
ceived by  my  late  guardian,  as  well  as  certair 
newspapers,  communicated  the  unpleasant  fact 
that  a  great  many  of  the  tenants  of  Ravensnest 
had  joined  the  association,  paid  tribute  for  the 
support  of  "Injins,"  and  were  getting  to  be 
as  bad  as  any  of  the  rest  of  them,  so  far  as 
designs  and  schemes  to  plunder  were  con- 
cerned, though  they  still  paid  their  rents.  The 
latter  circumstance  was  ascribed  by  our  agent 
to  the  fact  that  many  leases  were  about  to  fall 
in,  and  it  would  be  in  my  power  to  substitute 
more  honest  and  better  disposed  successors  for 
tlie  present  occupants  of  the  several  farms. 
Measures  were  taken  accordingly  for  quitting 
Paris  as  soon  as  possible,  so  that  we  might 
reach  home  late  in  the  month  of  May. 

"  If  we  had  time,  I  would  certainly  throw  in 
a  memorial  or  two  to  the  legislature,"  observed 
my  uncle,  a  day  or  two  before  we  proceeded  to 
Havre  to  join  the  packet.  "  I  have  a  strong 
desire  to  protest  against  the  invasion  of  my 
rights  as  a  freeman  that  is  connected  with  some 


OBy  THE  REDSKINS.  77 

of  their  contemplated  laws.     I  do  not  at  all  like 
the  idea  of  being  abridged  of  the  power  of 
hiring  a  farm  for  the  longest  time  I  can  obtain 
it,  which  IS  one  of  the  projects  of  some  of  the 
ultra  reformers  of  free  and  equal  New  York. 
It  is  wonderfiil,  Hugh^  into  what  follies  men 
predpitate  themselves  as  soon  as  they  begin  to 
nm  into   exaggerations,   whether  of  politics, 
reii^n,  or  tastes.     Here  are  half  of  the  exqui- 
site philanthropists  who  see  a  great  evil  affecting 
the  rights  of  human  nature  in  one  man's  hiring 
a  farm  from  another  for  as  long  a  term  as  he 
can  obtain  'it,  who  are  at  the  very  extreme  in 
their  opinions  on  free  trade  I     So  free-trade  are 
some  of  the  journals  which  think  it  a  capital 
thing  to  prevent  landlords  and  tenants  from 
iBaldng  their  own  bargains,  that  they  have 
actually  derided  the  idea  of  having  established 
&re8  for  hackney-coaches,  but  that  it  would  be 
better  to  let  the 'parties  stand  in  the  rain  and 
h^Ie  about  the  price,  on  the  free-trade  prin- 
cqde.    Some  of  these  men  are    either  active 
agents  in  stimulating  the  legislature  to  rob  the 
citizen  of  this  very  simple  control  of  his  pro- 
perty, or  pasdve  lookers-on  wUle  others  do  it.** 
«  Votes,  sir,  votes." 
''It  is;,   indeed,  votes,  mr,  votes;   nothing 
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short  of  votes  could  reconcile  these  men  to 
their  own  inconsistencies.  As  for  yourself, 
Hugh,  it  might  be  well  to  get  rid  of  that  cano- 
pied pew " 

"  Of  what  canopied  pew  ?  I  am  sure  I  do 
not  understand  you." 

"  Do  you  forget  that  the  family-pcw  in  St 
Andrew's  Church,  at  Ravcnsnest,  lias  a  wooden 
canopy  over  it — a  relic  of  our  colonial  opinions 
and  usages  ?'* 

"  Now  you  mention  it,  I  do  remember  a  very 
clumsy,  and,  to  own  the  truth,  a  very  ugly 
tiling,,  tliat  I  have  always  supposed  was  placed 
there,  by  those  who  built  the  church,  by  way 
of  ornament. " 

"  That  ugly  thing,  by  way  of  ornament,  was 
intended  for  a  sort  of  canopy,  and  was  by  no 
means  an  unconunon  distinction  in  the  State 
and  colony,  as  recently  as  the  close  of  the  last 
century.  The  church  was  built  at  the  expense 
of  my  grandfather,  General  Littlepage,  and 
his  bosom  friend  and  kinsman.  Colonel  Dirck 
Follock,  both  good  Whigs  and  gallant  defenders 
of  the  liberty  of  their  country.  They  thought 
it  proper  that  the  Littlepages  should  have  a 
canopied  pew,  and  that  is  the  state  in  which 
they  caused  the  building  to  be  presented  to  my 
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Mer.  The  old  work  still  stands ;  and  Dun- 
ning writes  me  that,  among  the  other  arguments 
used  gainst  your  interests^  is  the  fact  that  your 
pew  is  thus  distinguished  from  those  of  the 
rest  of  the  congregation." 

'^  It  is  a  distinction  no  man  would  enyy  me, 
could  it  be  known  that  I  have  ever  thought  the 
damj,  ill-shaped  thing  a  nuisance,  and  de- 
testable as  an  ornament.  I  have  never  even 
assodated  it  in  my  mind  with  personal  distinc- 
tion, but  have  always  supposed  it  was  erected 
with  a  view  to  embellish  the  building,  and 
placed  over  our  pew  as  the  spot  where  such  an 
excrescence  would  excite  the  least  envy." 

'*  In  all  that,  with  one  exception,  you  have 
judged  quite  naturally.  Forty  years  ago,  such 
a  thing  might  have  been  done, 'and  a  majority 
^yf  the  parishioners  would  have  seen  in  it  nothing 
^  of  place.  But  that  day  has  gone  by ;  and 
JOtt  will  discover  that,  on  your  own  estate,  and 
m  the  very  things  created  by  your  family  and 
yourself,  you  will  actually  have  fewer  rights  of 
•^y«ort,  beyond  those  your  money  will  pur- 
^'^  than  any  man  around  you.  The  simple 
4ct  that  St  Andrew's  Church  was  built  by 
your  great-grandfather,  and  by  him  presented 
^  the  congr^ation,  will  diminish  your  claim  to 
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have  a  voice  in  its  afiairs  with  many  of  the 
congregation." 

"  This  is  so  extraordinary,  that  I  must  ask 
the  reason." 

"  The  reason  is  connected  with  a  principle 
80  obviously  belonging  to  human  nature  gene- 
rally, and  to  American  nature  in  particular, 
that  I  wonder  you  ask  it.  It  is  envy.  Did 
that  pew  belong  to  the  Newcomes,  for  instance, 
no  one  would  think  anything  of  it." 

"  Xevcrtheless,  the  Newcomes  would  make 
themaelvcs  ridiculous  by  sitting  in  a  pew  that 
was  distinguished  from  those  of  their  neigh- 
bours. The  absurdity  of  the  contrast  would 
strike  every  one." 

*^  And  it  is  precisely  because  the  absurdity 
does  not  exist  th  your  case,  that  your  seat  is 
envied.  No  one  envies  absurdity.  However, 
you  will  readily  admit,  Hugh,  that  a  church, 
alid  a  churchyard,  are  the  two  last  places  in 
which  human  distinctions  ought  to  be  exhibited. 
All  are  equal  in  the  eyes  of  Him  we  go  to  the 
one  to  worship,  and  all  are  equal  in  the  grave. 
I  have  ever  been  averse  to  everything  like 
worldly  distinction  in  a  congregation,  and 
admire  the  usage  of  the  Bomish  Church  in 
even  dispensing  vnth  pews  altogether.    Menu- 
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ments  speak  to  the  world,  and  have  a  general 
connexion  with  history,  so  that  they  may  be 
tolerated  to  a  certain  point,  though  notorious 
liars." 

"I  agree  with  you,  sir,  as  to  the  unfitness  of 
achiirch  for  all  distinctions,  and  shall  be  happy 
on  every  account  to  get  rid  of  my  canopy, 
though  that  has  an  historical  connexion,  also. 
I  am  quite  innocent  of  any  feeling  of  pride 
wh3e  sitting  under  it,  though  I  will  confess  to 
some  of  shame  at  its  quizzical  shape,  when 
I  see  it  has  attracted  the  eyes  of  intelligent 
strangers.'' 

'*  It  is  but  natural  that  you  should  feel  thus ; 
for,  while  we  may  miss  distinctions  and  luxuries 
to  which  we  have  ever  been  accustomed,  they 
rarely  excite  pride  in  the  possessor,  even  while 
ftey  awaken  envy  in  the  looker-on." 

'^  Nevertheless,  I  cannot  see  what  the  old 
pew  has  to  do  with  the  rents,  or  my  legal 
righto." 

"When  a  cause  is  bad,  everything  is  pressed 
into  it  that  it  is  believed  may  serve  a  turn. 
^0  man  who  had  a  good  legal  claim  for  pro- 
perty, would  ever  think  of  urging  any  other ; 
i^or  would  any  legislator  who  had  sound  and 
sufficient  reasons  for  his  measures— reasons  that 
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could  properly  justify  him  before  Grod  and  man 
for  his  laws — have  recourse  to  slang  to  sustain 
him.  If  these  anti-renters  were  right,  thej 
would  have  no  need  of  secret  combinations, 
of  disguises,  blood-and-thunder  names,  and 
special  agents  in  the  le^slature  of  the  land. 
The  right  requires  no  false  aid  to  make  it 
appear  the  right ;  but  the  wrong  must  get  such 
support  as  it  can  press  into  its  service.  Your 
pew  is  called  aristocratic,  though  it  confers  no 
political  power ;  it  is  called  a  patent  of  nobility, 
though  it  neither  gives  nor  takes  away ;  and  it 
is  hated,  and  you  with  it,  for  the  very  reason 
that  you  can  sit  in  it  and  not  make  yourself 
ridiculous.  I  suppose  you  have  not  examined 
very  closely  the  papers  I  gave  you  to  read  ?" 

"  Enough  BO  to  ascertain  that  they  are -filled 
with  trash.** 

''Worse  than  trash,  Hugh;  with  some  of 
the  loosest  principles,  and  most  atrocious  feel- 
ings, that  degrade  poor  human  nature.  Some 
of  the  reformers  propose  that  no  man  shall  hold 
more  than  a  thousand  acres  of  land,  while 
others  lay  down  the  very  intelligible  and  dis- 
tinct principle  that  no  man  ought  to  hold  more 
than  he  can  use.  Even  petitions  to  that  efleot,  I 
have  been  told,  have  been  sent  to  the  legislatureu" 
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''Which  has  taken  care  not  to  allade  to  their 
pwport,  either  in  debate  or  otherwise,  as  I  see 
nodking  to  that  effect  in  the  reports." 

^kji  I  dare  say  the  slang-whangers  of  those 
lM)noarabIe  bodies  will  studiously  keep  all  such 
enormides  out  of  sight,  as  some  of  them  doubt- 
less hope  to  step  into  the  shoes  of  the  present 
laodlcmls,  as  soon  as  they  can  get  the  feet  out 
of  them  which  are  now  in.  But  these  are  the 
projects  and  the  petitions  in  the  columns  of 
the  journals,  and  they  speak  for  themselves. 
AiDong  other  things,  they  say  it  is  nobility  to 
bet  landlord.'' 

''I  see  by  the  letter  of  Mr.  Dunning,  that 
^  have  petitioned  the  legislature  to  order 
>&  mqairy  into  my  title.  Now  we  hold  from 
decrown " 

"So  much  the  worse,  Hugh.  Faugh  1  hold 
^  a  crown  in  a  republican  country  t  I  am 
*8uized  you  are  not  ashamed  to  own  it.  Do 
yott  not  know,  boy,  that  it  has  been  gravely  con- 
tended in  a  court  of  justice  that,  in  obtaining 
^  national  independence  from  the  King  of 
(^i^  Britain,  the  people  conquered  all  his 
Previous  grants,  which  ought  to  be  declared 
^  «nd  of  none  effect  ?" 

''That  is  an  absurdity  of  which  I  had  not 
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heard,"  I  answered,  laughing ;  "  why  the  people 
of  New  York,  who  held  all  their  lands  under 
the  crown,  would  in  tliat  case  have  been  con- 
quering them  for  other  persons  I  M7  good 
grandfather  and  great-grandfather,  both  of 
whom  actually  fought  and  bled  in  the  revolu- 
tion, must  liavc  been  very  silly  thus  to  expose 
themselves,  to  take  away  their  own  estates,  in 
order  to  give  them  to  a  set  of  immigrants  from 
New  England  and  other  parts  of  the  world!" 

"  Quite  justly  said,  Hugh,"  added  my  uncle, 
joining  in  the  laugh.  "  Nor  is  this  half  of  the 
argument.  The  State,  too,  in  its  corporate 
character,  has  been  playing  swindler  all  this 
time.  You  may  not  know  the  fact,  but  I  as 
your  guardian  do  know,  that  the  quit-rents 
reserved  by  the  crown  when  it  granted  the 
lands  of  Mooseridge  and  Ravensnest,  were 
claimed  by  the  State;  and  that,  wanting 
money  to  save  the  people  from  taxes,  it  com- 
muted with  us,  receiving  a  certain  gross  sum  in 
satisfaction  of  all  future  claims/' 

''  Ay,  that  I  did  not  know.  Can  the  fact  be 
shown?" 

"  Certainly — it  is  well  known  to  all  old  fel- 
lows like  myself,  for  it  was  a  very  general  mea- 
sure, and  very  generally  entered  into  by  all  the 
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hndholders.  In  our  case^  the  receipts  are  Btill 
to  be  found  among  the  £Eumly*paper8.  la  the 
cues  of  the  older  estates^  ench  as  those  of  the 
Vu  fieossela^rs,  the  equity  is  still  stronger  in 
their  iayonr,  mce  the  conditions  to  hold  the 
Ittd  included  an  obligation  to  bring  so  many 
settlers  {rem  Europe  within  it  given  time;  con- 
ditioDa  that  were  fulfilled  at  great  cost,  as  you 
(Day  nii^pose,  and  on  which^  in  truth,  the  colony 
bd  its  foundation," 

*'  How  much  it  tells  against  a  people*s  honesty 
to  widi  to  forget  such  facts,  in  a  case  like  this!" 

'^I^re  is  nothing  forgotten,  £or  the  facts 
were  probfibly  neyer  known  to  those  who  prate 
^t  the  conquered  rights  from  the  c^wn.  As 
yoQ  flay,  however,  the  civilization  of  a  cconmu- 
i^ty  is  to  be  measured  by  its  consciousness  of 
the  existence  of  ajl  principles  of  justice,  and  a 
^auGarity  with  its  own  history.  The  great 
Mk  of  the  population  of  New  York  have  no 
^ve  desire  to  invade  what  is  right  in  this  anti* 
'^nt  struggle,  having  no  direct  interests  at 
^t«b ;  iksir  erime  is  a  paauve  inactivity,  which 
^ws  l^oee  who  are  either  working  for  political 
^^vmoeqient,  or  those  who  are  working  to  ob- 
^  other  men*e  property,  to  make  use  of  them, 
though  their  own  kws.** 

VOUL  E 


the  very  heart  of  the  State,  as  it  migl 
in  situations  that  render  it  desirable 
enterprise  as  unshackled  as  possible?" 
^^  I  am  not  prepared  to  admit  this  mi 
as  a  general  principle.  One  argumen 
these  anti-renters  is,  for  instance, 
patroons,  in  their  leases,  reserved  the  i 
Now,  what  if  they  did?  Some  one  i 
the  mill-seats;  and  why  not  the  pi 
well  as  another?  To  give  the  argui 
weight,  not  as  law,  not  as  morals,  bu 
expediency,  it  must  be  shown  that  the 
would  not  let  these  mill-seats  at  as  lo^ 
any  one  else;  and  my  opinion  is  that  tl 
let  them  at  rents  of  not  half  the  am 
would  be  asked,  were  they  the  prope 
many  individuals,  scattered  up  and  < 
country.  But,  adnutting  that  so 
estate  of  this  particular  sort  has  soi 
veniences  in  that  Darticular  spot,  can 
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ntWed  to  its  price. — No  people  acknowledge 
lusiDore  than  the  Americans,  or  practise  on  it  so 
rtenriTely.  Let  the  Rensselaers  be  tempted 
'  soch  offers  as  will  induce  them  to  sell,  but 
not  let  them  be  invaded  by  that  most  infernal 
all  acts  of  oppression,  special  legislation,  in 
ier  to  bully  or  frighten  them  from  the  enjoy- 
iot  of  what  18  rightfully  their  own.  K  the 
ite  think  such  a  description  of  property  in- 
ions  in  its  heart,  let  the  State  imitate  Eng- 
td  in  her  conduct  towards  the  slave-holders — 
jTthem  out;  not  taw  them  out,  and  irrofiy 
sm  out,  and  annatf  them  out  But,  Hugh, 
ougfa  of  this  at  present:  we  shall  have  much 
m  than  we  want  of  it  when  we  get  home. 
noDg  my  letters,  I  have  one  firom  each  of  my 
ler  wards." 

''^StiU  harping  on  my  daughter,'  sirl"  I 
iwered,  laughing.  ^'  I  hope  that  the  vivacious 
WB  Henrietta  Coldbrook,  and  the  meek  Miss 
me  Marston,  are  both  perfectly  well  ?" 
^  Both  in  excellent  health,  and  both  write 
inningly.  I  must  really  let  you  see  the 
ter  of  Henrietta,  as  I  do  think  it  is  cuite 
ditable  to  her :  £  will  step  into  my  room  and 
It" 

'  ought  to  let  the  reader  into  a  secret  here 
.    e2 


uiiner  ol  three  young  ladies — iliss 
Coklbrooke,    iMiss    Aimc    Miirston, 
Opportunity  Isewcome.     The  advan 
cases  of  Miss  Henrietta  Coldbrooke 
Anne  Manton  came  from  my  uncle 
as  their  guardian,  had  a  natural  intere 
making  what  he  was  pleased  to  think 
a  good  connexion  for  either;  while  the 
on  aocomit  of  Miss  Opportunity  Newc 
from  herself^     Under  such  circums 
may  be  well  to  say  who  these  you 
actually  were. 

Miss  Henrietta  Coldbrooke  was  the 
of  an  Englishman  of  good  family,  a 
estate,  who  had  emigrated  to  Ame 
married,  under  the  impulse  of  certain  tl 
politics  which  induced  him  to  imagine] 
was  the  promised  land.  I  remember  1 
dissappointed  and  dissatisfied  widower, 
thought  to  be  daily  mrowiiicr  tvw>*./*-  - 
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btekf  He  died,  however,  in  time  to  leave  his 
only  child  an  estate  which^  under  my  imcle's 
exoeDent  management,  was  known  by  me  to  be 
ntber  more  than  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
oine  thousand  dollars,  and  which  produced  a 
nett  eight  thousand  a-year.  This  made  Miss 
Houietta  a  belle  at  once ;  but,  having  a  pru* 
dent  friend  in  my  gnmdmother,  as  yet  she  had 
Bot  married  a  beggar.  I  knew  that  uncle  Bo 
went  quite  as  far  as  was  proper,  in  his  letters, 
n  the  way  of  hints  touching  myself;  and  my 
imr,  excellent,  honest-hearted>  straightforward 
oU  grandmother  had  once  let  fall  an  expression 
a  one  of  her  letters  to  myself,  which  induced 
me  to  think  that  these  hints  had  actually  awak-> 
ened  as  much  interest  in  the  young  lady's 
hofloin,  as  could  well  be  connected  with  what 
VIS  necessarily  nothing  but  curiosity. 

Miss  Anne  Marston  was  also  an  heiress^  but 
on  a  very  diminished  scale.  She  had  rather 
more  than  three  thousand  a-year  in  buildings 
in  town,  and  a  pretty  little  sum  of  about  sixteen 
tkoosind  doUars  lidd  by  out  of  its  savings.  She 
vss  not  an  only  childi  however,  having  two 
brotheri^  each  of  whom  had  already  received  as 
onch  as  the  sister,  and  each  of  whom,  as  is  very 
ipt  to  be  the  case  with  the  hem  of  New  York 


It  inaKes  or   breaks  at  once.     If  a  ( 
fool,  he  is  plucked  by  European  advei 
so  short  a  time,  that  the  agony  is  s 
If  only  vain  and  frivoloiid,  because  y 
ill-educatedy  the  latter  being  a  New 
demic,   but   with   some  foundation  < 
mindy  he  lets  his  whiskers  grow,  becoi 
about  the  chin,  dresses  better,  gets  to 
better  mannered,  soon  loses  his  tast 
low  and  vulgar  indulgences  of  his  yc 
comes  out  such  a  gentleman  as  one 
make  who  has  entirely  thrown  away 
cious  moments  of  youth.    If  tolerably 
in  boyhood,  with  capacity   to   build 
chances  are  that  the  scales  will  fall 
eyes  very  fast  on  landing  in  the  old 
that  his  ideas  and  tastes  will  take  a  ne^ 
that  he  wiU  become  what  nature  inten 
for,  an  intellectual  man;    and  that 
finally  return  home,  conscious  alike  of 
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ezperimeDt  had  succeeded  with  the  Marstons, 

Kttlier  iQTBelf  nor  my  unde  knew ;  for  they 
iiad  paid  their  visit  while  we  were  in  the  East, 
iod  hsd  already  returned  to  America.  As  for 
Ifias  Anne»  she  had  a  mother  to  take  care  of 
her  mind  and  person,  though  I  had  learned  she 
W10  pretty,  sensible,  and  discreet. 

Miss  Opportunity  Newcome  was  a  belle  of 
Bavensnest,  a  village  on  my  own  property ;  a 
ninl  beauty,  and  of  rural  education,  virtues, 
mtnners,  and  habits.  As  Bavensnest  was  not 
particularly  advanced  in  civilization,  or,  to  make 
ue  of  the  common  language  of  the  country, 
was  not  a  very  ^'  aristocratic  place,"  I  shall  not 
dwell  on  her  accomplishments,  which  did  well 
enough  for  Bavensnest,  but  would  not  essen- 
tially ornament  my  manuscript. 

Opportunity  was  the  daughter  of  Ovid,  who 
was  the  son  of  Jason,  of  the  house  of  Newcome. 
Inonng  the  term  "house,"  I  adopt  it  understand- 
iBj^y;  for  the  family  had  dwelt  in  the  same 
tenement,  a  leasehold  property  of  which  the 
fee  was  in  myself,  and  the  dwelling  had  been 
anoeiated  with  the  name  of  Newcome  from 
time  immemorial;  that  is,  for  about  eighty 
yean.  All  that  time  had  a  Newcome  been  the 
tenant  of  the  iiiill»  tavern,  store,  and  &rm,  that 
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lay  nearest  the  village  of  Ravensnest,  or  Little 
Nesty  as  it  was  commonly  called ;  and  it  may 
not  be  impertinent  to  the  moral  of  my  narra- 
tive if  I  add  that>  for  all  that  time,  and  for 
something  longer,  had  I  and  my  ancestors  been 
the  landlords.  I  beg  the  reader  to  bear  this 
last  fact  in  mind,  as  there  will  soon  be  occasion 
to  show  that  there  was  a  strong  disposition  in 
Certain  persons  to  forget  it. 

As  I  have  said.  Opportunity  was  the  daughter 
of  Ovid.  There  was  also  a  brother,  who  was 
named  Seneca,  or  Seneity,  as  he  always  pronounced 
it  himself,  the  son  of  Ovid,  the  son  of  Jason, 
the  first  of  the  name  at  Bavensnest*  This  Seneca 
was  a  lawyer,  in  the  sense  of  a  license  granted 
by  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  as  well 
as  by  the  Court  of  Common  Plcas^  in  and  for 
the  county  of  Washington.  As  there  had  been 
a  sort  of  here<Utary  education  among  the  New- 
comes  for  three  generations,  beginning  with 
Jason,  and  ending  with  Seneca;  and,  as  the 
latter  was  at  the  bar,  I  had  occasionally  been 
thrown  into  the  society  of  both  brother  and 
rister.  The  latter,  indeed,  used  to  be  fond  of 
vinting  the  Nest,  as  my  house  was  familiarly 
called,  Bavensnest  being  its  true  name,  whence 
those  of  the  "patent" and  village  ;  and,  as  Op- 
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portimity  had  early  manifeeted  a  partiality  for 
my  dear  old  grandmother,  and  not  less  dear 
JOQOg  eisier,  who  occasionally  passed  a  few 
weeks  with  me  doling  the  vacations,  more  espe* 
ciallj  in  ihe  autumns,  I  had  many  occasions  of 
being  brought  within    the    influence    of   her 
I     charms— opportunities  that,   I  feel  bound  to 
i     state,  Opportunity  did  not  neglect.     I  have 
I     tmdentood  that  her  mother,  who  bore  the  same 
name,  had  taught  Ovid  the  art  of  love  by  a  very 
amilar  demonstration,  and  had  triumphed.  That 
lady  was  still  living,  and  may  be  termed  Oppor- 
tanity  the  Great,  while  the  daughter  can  be 
«tyled  Opportunity  the  Less.     There  was  very 
little  difference  between  my  own  years  and 
tfaofle  of  the  young  lady ;  and,  as  I  had  last 
paased  through  the  fiery  ordeal  at  the  sinister 
tge  of  twenty,  there  was  not  much  danger  in 
eiiooimtering  the  risk  anew,   now  I  was  five 
yean  older.     But  I  must  return  to  my  uncle 
ud  the  letter  of  Miss  Henrietta  Coldbrooke. 

"  Here  it  is,  Hugh,"  cried  my  guardian,  gaily ; 
'^  and  a  capital  letter  it  is  !  I  wish  I  could  read 
Ae  whole  of  it  to  you ;  but  the  two  girls  made 
me  promise  never  to  show  their  letters  to  any 
one,  which  could  mean  only  you,  before  they 
would  promise  to  write  anything  to  me  beyond 

£3 


"  You  had  better  not,  sir ;  there  w 
t^ort  of  treachery  iu  it,  that  I  coiifed 
rather  not  be  accessary  to.  If  IVIiss  C 
do  not  wish  me  to  read  what  she  write 
hardly  wish  that  you  should  read 
to  me." 

Uncle  Ro  glanced  at  me,  and  I  fs 
seemed  dissatisfied  with  my  nanchala 
read  the  letter  through  to  himself, 
laughing  here,  smiling  there,  then  i: 
«  capital  r  "  good !"  "  charming  girl  T 
of  Hannah  More  T*  &c.  &c.,  as  if  jus 
yoke  my  curiosity.  But  I  had  no  desir 
'^  Hannah  More,**  as  any  young  felloM 
and-twenty  can  very  well  imagine,  an< 
it  all  with  the  indifference  of  a  sto 
guardian  had  to  knock  under,  and  put  tl 
in  his  writing-desk* 

'^  Well,  the  girls  will  be  glad  to  se< 
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be  home  until  October;  and  now  we  shall  see 

tiiem  88  early  as  June,  at  least." 

''Patt  will  be  delighted^  I  make  no  doubt. 
M  for  the  other  two  young  ladies,  they  have 
80  many  friends  and  relations  to  care  for,  that 
I  &ncy  our  movements  give  them  no  great 
concern." 

'^  Then  you  do  both  injustice,  as  their  letters 
would  prove.  They  take  the  liveliest  interest 
in  our  proceedings,  and  speak  of  my  return  as 
if  they  look  for  it  with  the  greatest  expectation 
and  joy." 

I  made  my  uncle  Ko  a  somewhat  saucy  an- 
swer; but  fair  dealing  compels  me  to  record  it. 

'*  I  dare  say  they  do,  sir,"  was  my  reply ; 
"but  what  young  lady  does  not  look  with 
^ttpectation  and  joy'  for  the  return  of  a  friend, 
who  is  known  to  have  a  long  purse,  from 
ParU!" 

"Well,  Hugh,  you  deserve  neither  of  those 
dear  girls ;  and,  if  I  can  help  it,  you  shall  have 
neither." 

« Thank 'ee,  sir!" 

**Pohl  this  is  worse  than  silly — it  is  rude. 
I  dare  say  neither  would  accept  you,  were  you 
to  offer  to-morrow." 

"I  trust   not,   sir,   for   her  owa  sake.     It 


Uncle  Ro  laughed,  but  I  could  s 
confoundedly  vexed;  and,  as  I  luve<] 
all  my  heart,  though  I  did  not  lo^ 
making,  I  turned  the  discourse,  in  i 
way,  on  our  approaching  departure. 

'*  ni  tell  you  what  111  do.   Hug 
my  uncle>  who  was  a  good  deal  of  a  bo, 
things,  for  the  reason,  I  suppose,  tha 
an  old  bachelor ;  "  I'll  just  have  wron 
entered  on  board  the  packet,  and  we'll 
all  our  friends.     Neither  Jacob  nor  y 
will  betray  us,  we  know ;  and,  for  that 
we  oan  send  them  both  homo  by  the 
England.    Each  of  us  has  trunks  in  L( 
be  looked  after,   and  let  the  two  fel 
by  the  way  of  Liverpool.      That  is 
thought,  and  occurred  most  happily." 

**  With  all  my  heart,  sir.  My  fellow 
more  use  to  me  nt  sea  than  an  au 
would   be,  and   I  shall  k-  -^  -^ 
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The  thing  was  agreed  on;  and,  a  day  or  two 
afterwards,  both  our  body-servants,  that  is  to 
tty^  Jacob  the  black  and  Hubert  the  German, 
were  on  their  way  to  England.  My  uncle  let 
Ui  apartment  again,  for  he  always  maintained 
I  ahould  wish  to  bring  my  bride  to  pass  a 
winter  in  it;  and  we  proceeded  to  Havre  in 
a  sort  of  incc^nito.  There  was  little  danger  of 
our  bemg  known  on  board  the  packet,  and  we 
had  previously  ascertained  that  there  was  not 
an  acquaintance  of  either  in  the  ship.  There 
VI8  a  strong  £unily  resemblance  between  my 
tmde  and  myself,  and  we  passed  for  father  and 
Km  in  the  ship,  as  old  Mr.  Davidson  and  young 
Mr.  Davidson,  of  Maryland — or  Myr-i^land,  as 
it  is  Doric  to  call  that  State.  We  had  no 
^Qcem  in  this  part  of  the  deception,  unless 
abstaining  firom  calling  my  supposed  father 
^*  uncle,"  as  one  would  naturally  do  in  strange 
society,  can  be  considered. 

The  passage  itself— by  the  way,  I  wish  all 
landsmen  would  be  as  accurate  as  I  am  here, 
•nd  understand  that  a  "  voyage"  means  "  out" 
•nd  "  home,'*  or  "  thence"  and  "  back  again," 
while  a  **  passage"  means  from  place  to  place — 
hnt  our  passage  was  pregnant  with  no  events 
worth  recording.    We  had  the  usual  amount  of 
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good  and  bad  weather^  the  usual  amount  of 
eating  and  drinking,  and  the  usual  amount  of 
ennui.  The  latter  circumstancey  perhaps^  con- 
tributed to  the  digesting  of  a  further  scheme  of 
my  uncle's,  which  it  is  now  necessary  to  state. 

A  re-perusal  of  his  letters  and  papers  had  in- 
duced him  to  think  the  anti-rent  movement 
u  thing  of  more  gravity,  even,  than  he  had  first 
8upjx>sed.  The  combination  on  the  part  of  the 
tenants,  we  learned  also  from  an  intelligent 
Xew  Yorker  who  was  a  fellow-paseenger,  ex- 
tended much  further  than  our  accounts  had 
given  us  reason  to  believe ;  and  it  was  deemed 
decidedly  dangerous  for  landlords,  in  many 
cases,  to  be  seen  on  their  own  estates.  Insult, 
personal  degradation,  or  injury,  and  even  death, 
it  was  thought,  might  be  the  consequences,  in 
many  cases.  The  blood  actually  spilled  had 
had  the  effect  to  check  the  more  violent  demon- 
strations, it  is  true ;  but  the  latent  determination 
to  achieve  their  purposes  was  easily  to  be  traced 
among  the  tenants,  in  the  face  of  all  their  tardy 
professions  of  moderation,  and  a  desire  for 
nothing  but  what  was  right.  In  this  case,  what 
was  right  was  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  con- 
tracts ;  and  nothing  was  plainer  than  the  fact 
that  these  were  not  what  was  wanted. 
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Frofeasions  pass  for  nothing,  with  the  expe- 
nenced,  when  connected  with  a  practice  that 
fladj  contradicts  them.  It  waa  only  too  appa- 
rent to  all  who  chose  to  look  into  the  matter, 
ud  that  hj  evidence  which  could  not  mislead, 
tluit  th^  great  body  of  the  tenants  in  various 
counties  of  New  York  were  bent  on  obtaining 
interests  in  their  farms  that  were  not  conveyed 
bf  their  leases,  without  the  consent  of  their 
landlords,  and  insomuch  that  they  were  bent  on 
doing  that  which  should  be  discountenanced  by 
every  honest  man  in  the  community.  The 
veiy  feet  that  they  supported,  or  in  any  manner 
connived  at,  the  so-called  "  Injin*^  system,  spoke 
ill  that  was  necessary  as  to  their  motives;  and, 
when  we  come  to  consider  that  these  '^  Injins"  had 
already  proceeded  to  the  extremity  of  shedding 
Uood,  it  was  sufficiently  plain  that  things  must 
>0(m  reach  a  crisis. 

H7  uncle  Boger  and  myself  reflected  on 
all  these  matters  calmly,  and  decided  on  our 
course,  I  trust,  with  prudence.  As  that  deci- 
tton  has  proved  to  be  pregnant  with  conse- 
loences  that  are  likely  to  affect  my  ftiture  life, 
I  dudl  now  briefly  give  an  outline  of  what 
indnced  us  to  adopt  it. 

.  It  was  aU-inqK)r tant  for  us  to  visit  Ravensnest 
^^  persoiiy  while  it  might  be  hazardous  to.  do  so 


were  not  expected  to  reach  the  coun 
until  luitunin,  or  *'  fall/'  as  that  seas( 
year  is  poetically  called  in  America ; 
gave  us  the  means  of  reaching  the 
unexpectedly,  and,  as  we  hoped,  un 
Our  arrangement,  then,  was  very  sim 
will  be  best  related  in  the  course  of 
rative. 

The  packet  had  a  reasonably  short 
as  we  were  twenty-nine  days  from  land 
It  was  on  a  pleasant  afternoon  in  M 
the  hummock-like  heights  of  Navesii 
first  seen  from  the  deck ;  and,  an  hour  1 
came  in  sight  of  the  tower-resembling 
the  coasters  which  were  congregating 
neighbourhood  of  the  low  point  of  lan( 
80  very  appropriately  called  Sandy  Hool 
light-houses  rose  out  of  the  water  soo 
and  objects  on  the  shore  of  New  Jers 
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usnallj  being  far  more  actiye^  in  this  good  re- 
public, than  watchfulness  to  prevent  eviL  My 
uncle  So  gave  the  crew  of  this  n^ws-boat  a 
tborough  scrutiny,  and,  finding  no  one  on  board 
ler  whom  he  had  ever  before  seen,  he  bargained 
for  a  passage  up  to  town. 

We  put  our  feet  on  the  Battery  just  as  the 
docb  of  New  York  weife  striking  eight     A 
ciutom-house  o£5cer  had  examined  our  carpet- 
Ittgs  and  permitted  them  to  pass,  and  we  had 
disburthened  ourselves  of  the  effects  in  the  ship, 
by  desiring  the  captain  to  attend  to  them.  Each 
of  08  had  a  town-house,  but  neither  would  go 
iKv  his  dwelling ;  mine  being  only  kept  up  in 
^ter,  for  the  use  of  my  sister  and  an  aunt 
who  kindly  took   charge  of  her  during  the 
snsoD,  while  my  uncle's  was  opened  principally 
for  his  mother.     At  that  season,  we  had  reason 
to  think  neither  was  tenanted  but  by  one  or  two 
old  fiunily  servants ;  and  it  was  our  cue  also  to 
iToid  them*     But ''  Jack  Dunning,"  as  my  uncle 
dways  called  him,  was  rather  more  of  a  friend 
^  <if  an  agent;  and  he  had  a  bachelor  esta- 
blishment in  Chamber-street  that  was  precisely 
^  pkice  we  wanted.     Thither,  then,  we  pro- 
^^^ded,  taldng  the  route  by  Greenwich-street, 
'wid  of  meeting  some  one  in  Broadway  by 
whom  we  might  be  recognised. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

CU,  Speak,  speak  1 

1  Cit  You  are  all  reaoWed  rather  to  die  tl 

Cit.  KeaoWed,  reaolved. 

1  Cit.  Fint  you  know,  Caioa  Marcoa  is  chi 
people. 

CU.  We  know't,  we  knoVt 

1  at.  liet's  kill  him,  and  we'll  have  com  at 
Iii't  a  yerdict ) 


The  most  inveterate  Manhattanee 
anything  of  a  man  of  the  world,  n 
that  New  York  is,  after  all,  but  a  Ra 
of  a  place,  so  far  as  ,the  eye  is  coi 
was  particularly  struck  with  this  fa 
that  hour,  as  we  went  stumbling  ale 
atrociously  bad  side-walk,  mv  ^^^^  - 


f 
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(miry  air,  of  a  town  of  near   four  hundred 

tkomnd  souk.     I  very  well  know  that  many 

(/the  defects  are  to  be  ascribed  to  the  rapid 

piwtli  of  the  place,  which  giyes  it  a  sort  of 

UMedehoy  look ;  but,  being  a  Manhattanese 

if  birth,  I  thought  I  might  just  as  well  own  it 

4  tt  once,  if  it  were  only  for  the  information 

(if  I  particular  portion  of  my  townsmen,  who 

OUT  liaye  been  under  a  certain  delusion  on  the 

nbject    As  for  comparing  the  Bay  of  New 

Toik  with  that  of  Naples  on  the  score  of  beauty, 

I  shall  no  more  be  guilty  of  any  such  folly,  to 

gratify  the  cockney  feelings  of  Broadway  and 

Bond-street,  than  I  should  be  guilty  of  the 

fbUy  of  comparing  the  commerce  of  the  ancient 

Parthenope  with  that  of  old  New  York,  in  order 

to  excite  complacency  in  the  bosom  of  some 

bottegajo  in  the  Toledo,  or  on  the  Chiaja.   Our 

fittt-growing  Manhattan  is  a  great  town  in  its 

way—*  wonderful  place — without  a  parallel, 

I  do  belieye,  on  earth,  as  a  proof  of  enterprise 

md  of  the  accumulation  of  business ;  and  it  is 

not  easy  to  make  such  a  town  appear  ridiculous 

by  any  jibes  and  inuendoes  that  relate  to  the 

positiye  things  of  this  world,  though  nothing  is 

etiier  than  to  do  it  for  itself  by  setting  up  to 

bekng  to  the    osterbood  of  such  places  as 


lijgiier  niDK  in  tnc  scale  ot  places  i: 
tained  l>y  majorities.     No,  no  ;  let  us 
tlie  familiar  axiom  of  "  nc  sutor  ultra  ( 
New  York  is  just  the  queen  of  "  busi 
not  yet  the  queen  of  the  world.     I 
who  travek  ought  to  bring  back  bod 
the  common  stock  of  knowledge;  ai 
give  a  hint  to  my  townsmen^  by  whic 
think  they  may  be  able  to  tell  for  th 
as  by  feeling  a  sort  of  moral  pulse, 
town  is  rising  to  the  level  of  a  capital 
simplicity  takes  the  place  of  pretensio 
good  rule ;  but,  as  it  may  require  a  goc 
practice,  or  native  taste,  to  ascertain 
I  will  give  another  that  is  obvious  to  tl 
which  will  at  least  be  strongly  symp 
and  that  is  this:  When  squares  cea£ 
called  parks ;  when  horse-bazaars  and 
able  streets  are  not  called  Tattersalls  an 
street ;  when  Washington  Market  is  recli 
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named  after  them ;  when  commercial  is  pot  used 

fts aprefix  to  emporium ;  when  people  can  return 
from  abroad  without  being  asked  ^^  if  they  are 
reeonciled  to  their  country/*  and  strangers  are 
Bot  interrogated  at  the  second  question,  ^^  how 
do  you  like  our  city?**  then  may  it  be  believed 
that  the  town  ia  beginning  to  go  alone,  and  that 
it  may  set  up  for  itself. 

Althon^  New  York  is,  out  of  all  question, 
deeidedly  provincial,  labouring  under  the  pecu- 
Gar  vices  of  provincial  habits  and  provincial 
modes  of  thinking,  it  contains  many  a  man 
of  the  world,  and  some,  too,  who  have  never 
quitted  Uieir  own  firesides.  Of  this  very 
number  was  the  Jack  Dunning,  as  my  uncle 
Bo  ealled  him,  to  whose  house  in  Chamber- 
street  we  were  now  proceeding. 

"If  we  were  going  anywhere  but  to  Dun- 
•agfa^"  said  my  uncle,  as  we  turned  out  of 
Greenwich-street,  "I  should  have  no  fear  of 
luting  recognised  by  the  servai^ts;  for  no  one 
ittre  thinks  of  keeping  a  man  six  months. 
Oimoing,  however,  is  of  the  old  school,  and 
doei  not  like  new  faces;  so  he  will  have  no 
Iliflhffww  at  his  door,  as  is  the  case  with  two 
out  of  three  of  the  houses  at  which  one  calls, 
now-a-days.** 


— for  such  a  bog-trotter  as  that  f 
climbs  those  stairs  as  if  accustom 
ladders." 

Dunning  was  in  his  library  on 
fioor»  where  he  passed  most  of  )us  eve 
surprise  was  equal  to  that  which  my 
just  experienced,  when  h^  saw  us  tw 
before  him*  A  eigxufioaat  gesture] 
caused  him  to  grasp  his  Mend  and  cl 
in  silence ;  and  nothing  waa  said  unti 
had  left  the  room,  although  the  fel 
with  the  door  in  his  hand  a  most  in< 
time^  just  to  listen  to  what  might  pa£ 
the  host  and  his  guests.  At  length 
of  him»  honesty  well-meaning  fellow  tl 
after  all ;  and  the  door  was  closed. 

"My  last  letters  have  brought  y 
Roger  ?"  said  Jack,  the  moment  he  eo 
for  feeling,  as  well  as  caution,  had  i 
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and  one  of  the  very  worst  symptoms  is  that  you 
We  tQrned  away  Garry,  and  got  an  Irishman 
in  hk  place." 

''Ah  I  old  men  must  die,  as  well  as  old  prin- 
ciples, I  find.  My  poor  fellow  went  off  in  a  fit 
last  week,  and  I  took  that  Irishman  as  a  j9t> 
dOer,  After  losing  poor  Garry,  who  was  bom 
a  slave  in  my  father's  house,  I  became  indif- 
ferent, and  accepted  the  first  comer  from  the 
intelligence  oflSce." 

"  We  must  be  careful,  Dimning,  not  to  give 
op  too  soon.  But  hear  my  story,  and  then  to 
other  matters." 

My  uncle  then  explained  his  wish  to  be 
uux)g]iito,  and  his  motive.  Dunning  listened 
attentively,  but  seemed  imcertain  whether  to 
^nt  or  approve.  The  matter  was  discussed 
Wefly,  and  then  it  was  postponed  for  further 
^!<K«ideration. 

"But  how  comes  on  this  great  moral  dere- 
liction, called  anti-rentism?  Is  it  on  the  wane, 
or  the  increase  ?" 

"  On  the  wane,  to  the  eye,  perhaps  ;  but  on 
Ae  increase,  so  far  as  principles,  the  right,  and 
facts,  are  concerned.  The  necessity  of  pro- 
pitiating votes  is  tempting  politicians  of  all 
sides  to  lend  themselves  to  it ;   and  there  is 
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States  will  i^ct  that  rigbt." 

*'  That  is  tlie  only  ho[)e  of  th 
tell  you.     It  is  folly  to  expect  t 
posed  of  such  men  as  usually 
State  Legislature,  can  resist  tl 
gain  power  by  conciliating  nu: 
out  of  the  question.     Individuals 
may  resist ;  but  the  tendency  t 
against  the  few,  and  in  favou 
bolstering  their  theories  by  clap- 
I>olitical  phrases.     The  scheme  t 
under  the  name  of  quit-rents,  v 
to,  in  the  first  place." 

*^  That  will  be  a  most  iniquit« 
and  would  justify  resistance  just 
ancestors  were  justified  in  resisti 
of  Great  Britain." 

**  It  would  more  so,  for  here  i? 
ten  covenant  to  render  taxatio 
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themselves ;  and  this  not  to  raise  revenue^  fur 
tiat  is  confessedly  not  wanted,  but  most  clearly 
with  a  design  to  increase  the  inducements  for 
the  landlords  to  part  with  their  property.  If 
that  can  be  done,  the  sales  will  be  made  on  the 
principle  that  none  but  the  tenant  must  be,  as 
iodeed  no  one  else  can  be,  the  purchaser;  and 
then  we  shall  see  a  queer  exhibition — men 
parting  with  their  property  under  the  pressure 
of  a  clamour  that  is  backed  by  as  much  law  as 
can  be  pressed  into  its  service,  with  a  monopoly 
of  price  on  the  side  of  the  purchaser,  and  all  in 
» country  professing  the  most  sensitive  love 
of  liberty,  and  where  the  prevailing  class  of 
politicians  are  free-trade  men !" 

*^  There  is  no  end  of  these  inconsistencies 
*OK)ng  politicians.'' 

''There  is  no  end  of  knavery  when  men 
sobmit  to  '  noses,'  instead  of  principles.  Call 
things  by  their  right  names,  Ro,  as  they  deserve 
to  be.  This  matter  is  so  plain,  that  he  who 
fona  can  read." 

'^  But  will  this-  scheme  of  taxation  succeed  ? 
it  does  not  affect  us,  for  instance,  as  our  leases 
W  for  three  lives." 

**0h!  that  is  nothing;  for  you  they  con- 
template a  law  that  will  forbid  the  letting  ol; 
F  2 


*'  Surely  no  one  is  so  silly  as  to  th 
ing  such  a  law,  with  a  view  to  put  d 
cracy,  and  to  benefit  the  tenant! 
laughing. 

"  Ay,  you  may  laugh,  young  sii 
Jack  Dunning ;  "  but  such  is  the  ir 
know  very  well  what  will  be  your  couk 
ing ;  you  will  say  the  longer  the  lease 
for  the  tenant,  if  the  bargain  be  reasoi 
and  landlords  cannot  ask  more  for 
their  lands  than  they  are  really  w( 
country,  there  happening  to  be  more 
there  are  men  to  work  it.     No,  no : 
rather  get  less  for  their  lands  than 
worth,  instead  of  more,  for  that  pi 
To  compel  the  tenant  to  take  a  le: 
fore,  for  a  term  as  short  as  five  y 
injure  him,  you  think ;  to  place  hin 
the  control  of  his  landlord,  through 
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carted.  I  see  how  you  reason,  young  sir ;  but 
jou  are  behind  the  age — you  are  sadly  behind 
tie  age." 

"  The  age  is  a  queer  one,  if  I  am  t  All  over 
the  world  it  is  believed  that  long  leases  are 
&T0iirs,  or  advantages,  to  tenants ;  and  nothing 
can  make  it  otherwise,  cccteris  paribus.  Then 
what  good  will  the  tax  do,  after  violating  right 
and  moral  justice,  if  not  positive  law,  to  lay  it? 
On  a  hundred  dollars  of  rent,  I  should  have  to 
pay  some  fif);y-five  cents  of  taxes,  as  I  am 
assessed  on  other  things  at  Bavensnest;  and 
does  anybody  suppose  I  will  give  up  an  estate 
that  has  passed  through  five  generations  of 
tty  family,  on  accoimt  of  a  tribute  like 
thatr 

"  Mighty  well,  sir — mighty  well,  sir !  This 
b  fine  talk;  but  I  would  advise  you  not  to 
speak  of  your  ancestors,  at  all.  Landlords  can^t 
JMune  ikdr  ancestors  with  impunity  just  now." 

*'  I  name  mine  only  as  showing  a  reason  for 
*  natural  regard  for  my  paternal  acres." 

"That  you  might  do,  if  you  were  a  tenant ; 
but  not  as  a  landlord.  In  a  landlord,  it  is 
^i^stocratic  and  intolerable  pride,  and  to  the 
Jwt  d^ree  offensive — as  Dogberry  says,  *  tole- 
rable and  not  to  be  endured.'  ^ 


wciutii  and  e^tateSy  but  not  with  fiirr 
lonn;ei*  one   lias  such  thino;s    in    a 
worse  for  them  !  " 

"  I  do  believe,  Jack,"  put  in  mj 
"  that  the  rule  which  prevails  all  o 
of  the  world  is  reversed  here,  and  t 
it  is  thought  a  family's  claim  is  le 
not  increased,  by  time." 

"  To  be  sure  it  is ! "    answered 
without  giving  me  a  chance  to  spc 
you  know  that  you  wrote  me  a  very 
once,  from  Switzerland,  about  a  fa 
de  Blonay,  that  had  been  seated  oi 
rock,  in  a  little  castle,  some  six  or 
dred  years,  and  the  sort  of  respect 
ration  the  circumstance  awakened  ? 
that  was  very  foolish,  as  you  will  find 
pay  your  incognito  visit  to  Kavensnei 
not  anticipate  the  result  of  your 
but,  go  to  schooL*' 
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term  that  will  suit  themselves,  for  a  tax  as 

ins^cant  as  that  mentioned  by  Hugh,"  said 

my  uncle,  "  what  does  the  legislature  anticipate 

fiom  passing  the  law  ?** 
"  That  its  members  will  be  called  the  friends 

of  the  people,  and  not  the  friends  of  the  land- 
lords. Would  any  man  tax  his  friends,  if  he 
could  help  it?" 

"But  what  will  that  portion  of  the  people 
who  compose  the  anti-renters  gain  by  such  a 
measure?" 

"Nothing;  and  their  complaints  will  be  just 
tt  loud,  and  their  longings  as  active  as  ever. 
Nothing  that  can  have  any  effect  on  what  they 
wish,  will  be  accomplished  by  any  legislation 
Q  the  matter.  One  conmoittee  of  the  assembly 
Ito  actually  reported,  you  may  remember,  that 
^  State  might  assume  the  lands,  and  sell  them 
to  the  tenants,  or  some  one  else ;  or  something 
of  the  sort" 

"  The  constitution  of  the  United  States  must 
kc  Hugh's  aegis.^ 

^And  that  alone  will  protect  him,  let  me 
tell  you-  But  for  that  noble  provision  of  the 
constitution  of  the  Federal  Government,  his 
estate  would  infallibly  go  for  one-half  its  true 
wlue.    There  is  no  use  in  mincing  things,  or 


,     »    .M.v.>     .\i..>U).ST    UE 

SELF     UIDK  I'LOl  S     AVIIO     APPEARS     T( 
PRINCHEE." 

"  Have    you    heiird    what    the 
Ravensnest  aim  at  in  particular?" 

"  They  want  to  get  Hugh's  lands, 
nothing  more,  I  can  assure  you." 

^*  On  what  conditions,  pray?"  dem 

"  As  you  *  light  of  chaps,'  to  use  \ 
their  own.  Some  even  profess  a  \ 
to  pay  a  fair  price." 

"  But  I  do  not  wish  to  sell  for  e^ 
price.  I  have  no  desire  to  part  with 
that  is  endeared  to  me  by  family  fe 
association.  I  have  an  expensive  1 
establishment  on  my  estate,  which  o 
principal  value  from  the  circumstance 
so  placed  that  I  can  look  after  my 
with  the  least  inconvenience  to  mysel 
can   I  do   with  the  money  but  bu> 
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to  be   honourable  by   the  highest 
^bunal;  and  no   man   should   be  above   his 


**rou  haye  no  right,  sir,  in  a  free  coimtry," 
'etumed  the  caustic  Jack  Dunning,  "to  prefer 
0B€  estate  to  another,  more  especially  when 
other  people  want  it.  Your  lands  are  leased 
^  honest  hard-working  tenants,  who  can  eat 
their  dinners  without  silver  forks,  and  whose 

ancestors " 

"Stop!"  I  cried,  laughing;  "I  bar  all  an- 
^^^.  No  man  has  a  right  to  ancestry  in  a 
fee  country,  you'll  remember !" 

**That  means  landlord-ancestry;  as  for 
tenant-ancestry,  one  can  have  a  pedigree  as 
'ong  as  the  Maison  de  Levis.  No,  sir ;  every 
tenant  you  have  has  every  right  to  demand  that 
^  sentiment  of  family  feeling  should  be 
'sspected.  His  father  planted  that  orchard, 
*od  he  loves  the  apples  better  than  any  other 

•pples  in  the  world " 

"And  my  father  procured  the  grafts,  and 
made  him  a  present  of  them." 

"His  grandfather  cleared  that  field,  and  con- 
verted its  ashes  into  pots  and  pearls ^" 

"  And  mi/  grandfather   received   that  year 
ten  shillings  of  rent,  for  land   off  which  hia 
F  3 


— lirst  '  took  up'  the  land  when  j 
and  with  his  own  liands  felled  the 
sowed  the  wheat." 

"  And  got  his  pay  twenty-fold 
he  would  not  have  been  fool  enoi 
I  had  a  great-grandfather,  too ;  nn 
will  not  be  considered  aristocratic 
to  hint  as  much.     He — a  dishon< 
knave,  no  doubt — ^leased  that  verj 
years  without  any  rent  at  all,  in  ort 
•  poor,  confiding  creature'  might  m 
comfortable,  before  he  commenced 
sixpence  or  shilling  an  acre  rent  for 
der  of  three  lives,  with  a  moral  « 
getting  a  renewal  on  the  most  li 
known  to  a  new  country ;  and  whc 
whole  time,  he  could  buy  land  in 
ten  miles  of  his  door,  but   who  t 
a  better  bargain  than  that^ 

**  EnOUfirh  of  thia  fnlW  "  /»«-i«/1  ««-v 
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feisty  to  Stifle  the  monster  envy;  and,  being  of 

QDe  mind  as  to  principles,  let  us  come  to  facts. 

Wihat  of  the  girls.  Jack,  and  of  my  honoured 
mother?" 

^  She,  noble,  heroic  woman !  she  is  at  Havens- 
nest  at  this  moment ;  and,  as  the  girls  would 
not  permit  her  to  go  alone,  they  are  all  with 
her." 

"  And  did  you.  Jack  Dunning,  suffer  them 
to  go  unattended  into  a  part  of  the  country  that 
is  in  open  rebellion?"  demanded  my  uncle, 
reproachfully. 

''Come,  come!  Hodge  Littlepage,  this  is 
^ry  sublime  as  a  theory,  but  not  so  clear  when 
reduced  to  practice.  I  did  not  go  with  Mrs. 
littlepage  and  her  young  fry,  for  the  good  and 
substantial  reason  that  I  did  not  wish  to  be 
'tarred and  feathered.'  *■ 

''  So  you  leave  them  to  run  the  risk  of  being 
'tarred  and  feathered'  in  your  stead ?" 

**  Say  what  you  will  about  the  cant  of  free- 
dom that  is  becoming  so  common  among  us, 
*nd  from  which  we  were  once  so  free;  say 
^hat  you  will,  Ro,  of  the  inconsistency  of  those 
^Ho  raise  the  cry  of  *  feudality,'  and  *  aristo- 
cracy,' and  *  nobility,'  at  the  very  moment  they 
tte  manifesting  a  desire  for  exclusive  rights  and 


serious  (lunger  amonii;  any  niiitcri: 
Americans,  even  if  anti-renters,  i 
redskins  in  the  bargain." 

"  I  believe  you  are  right  there, 
reflection.  Pardon  my  warmth;  b 
lately  been  living  in  the  old  world, 
country  in  which  women  were  not  1 
carried  to  the  scaffold  on  account 
politics." 

"  Because  they  meddled  with  politi 
mother  is  in  no  serious  danger,  thoug 
nerve  in  a  woman  to  be  able  to 
There  are  few  women  in  the  State,  t 
of  her  time  of  life  anywhere,  that  i 
what  she  has  done ;  and  I  give  the  g 
credit  for  sticking  by  her.  Half  the  y< 
in  town  are  desperate  at  the  thought  of  t 
charming  creatures  thus  exposing  tl 
to  insult.     Your  mother  has  only  beei 


OB,  THE   REDSKINS.  12 1 

"  Fou  know,  or  ought  to  know,  how  it  is  in 

tiia  country,  Littlepage ;  we  must  have  a  little 

^^i  even  when  most  bent  on  breaking  it.     A 

4)wnright  straightforward  rascal,  who  openly 

seta  law  at  defiance,  is  a  wonder.     Then  we 

l«ve  a  great  talk  of  liberty  when  plotting  to 

giv^e  it  the  deepest  stab ;  and  religion  even  gets 

to  share  in  no  small  portion  of  our  vices.     Thus 

it  is  that  the  anti-renters  have  dragged  in  the  law 

in  aid  of  their  designs.     I  understand  one  of  the 

Bensselaers  has  been  sued  for  money  borrowed 

in  a  ferry-boat  to  help  him  across  a  river  under 

^  own  door,  and  for  potatoes  bought  by  his 

^ife  in  th^  streets  of  Albany  l** 

"  But  neither  of  the  Rensselaers  need  borrow 
nH)iiey  to  cross  the  ferry,  as  the  ferry-men  would 
trust  him ;  and  no  lady  of  the  Rensselaer  family 
^er  bought  potatoes  in  the  streets  of  Albany, 
m  answer  for  it." 

**You  have  brought  back  some  knowledge 
from  your  travels,  I  find  !"  said  Jack  Dunning, 
^th  comic  gravity.  "  Your  mother  writes  me 
^  8ke  has  been  sued  for  twenty-seven  pairs  of 
«ioe8  furnished  her  by  a  shoemaker  whom  she 
never  saw,  or  heard  of,  until  she  received  the 
summons  1" 
"  This,  then,  is  one  of  the  species  of  annoy  • 
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aiices  that  has  been  adopted  to  bully  ' 
lords  out  of  their  property  ?" 

"It  is;  and  if  the  landlords  have  rccoi 
to  the  covenants  of  their  leases,  solei 
deliberately  made,  and  as  solemnly  gi: 
by  a  fundamental  law,  the  cry  is 
•aristocracy'  and  *  oppression'  by  th 
men,  and  echoed  by  many  of  the  creat 
get  seats  in  high  places  among  us— 
would  be  high  places,  if  filled  with  me 
of  their  trusts." 

"  I  see  you  do  not  mince  your  words 

"  Why  should  I  ?  Words  are  all  th 
me.  I  am  of  no  more  weight  in  the 
ment  of  this  State  than  that  Irishiv 
let  you  in  just  now,  will  be,  five  years 
less,  for  he  will  vote  to  suit  a  majority 
I  shall  vote  undcrstandingly,  my  -^ 
probably  do  no  one  any  good." 

Dunning  belonged  to  a  school  that 
a  good  deal  of  speculative  and  impi 
theory,  with  a  great  deal  of  sound 
principles ;  but  who  render  themselve 
because  they  will  admit  of  no  com] 
He  did  not  belong  to  the  class  of  I 
doctrinaires,  however,  or  to  those  who 
— no,  not  contend,  for  no  one  does   i 
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hager  in  this  conntry,  whatever  may  be  his 
opinion  on  the  subject — ^bat  those  who  think 
Aitpolitical  power,  as  in  the  last  resort^  should 
he  Ae  property  of  the  few ;  for  he  was  willing 
^ew  York  should  have  a  yery  broad  constitu- 
OKj.    Neyertheless,  he  was  opposed  to  the  uni- 
versal sufiBrage,   in  its  wide  extent,  that  does 
actually  exist ;  as  I  suppose  quite  three-fourths 
of  the  whole  population  are  opposed  to  it,  in 
tkir  hearts,  though  no  political  man  of  influ- 
ence, now  existing,  has  the  moral  calibre  neces- 
ttryto  take  the  lead  in  putting  it  down.  Dunning 
deferred  to   principles,   and  not  to  men.     He 
well  knew  that  an  infallible  whole  was  not  to 
k  composed  of  fallible  parts ;  and  while  he 
thought  majorities  ought  to  determine  many 
things,  that  there  are  rights  and  principles  that 
are  superior  to  even  such  unanimittf  as  man  can 
manifest,  and  much  more  to  their  majorities. 
Bnt  Dunning  had  no  selfish  views  connected 
with  his  political  notions,  wanting  no  office,  and 
feding  no  motive  to  affect  that  which  he  neither 
tboi^t  nor  wished.     He  never  had  quitted 
Aome,  or  it  is  highly  probable  his  views  of  the 
oompurative  abuses  of  the  different  systems  that 
prevail  In  the  world  would  have  been  essentially 
modified.      Those  he  saw  had  unavoidably  a 
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democratic  source,  there  being  neither  nionarc= 
nor  aristocrat  to  produce  any  other;  and,  und     ^ 
such  circumstances,  as  abuses  certainly  aboun^  -• 
it  is  not  at  all  surprising  that  he  sometimes 
little  dbtorted  facts,  and  magnified  evils. 

"And  my  noble,  high-spirited,  and  vei».<2 
rable  mother  has  actually  gone  to  the  Nest  "^€ 
face  the  enemy  !"  exclaimed  my  uncle,  after  a 
thoughtful  pause. 

"She  has,   indeed;    and  die  noble,   high- 
spirited,  though  not  venerable,  young  ladies 
have  gone  with  her,"  returned  Mr.  Dunning,  in 
his  caustic  way. 

"All  three,  do  you  mean?" 

"Every  one  of  them — Martha,  Henrietta, 
and  Anne." 

"I  am  surprised  that  the  last  should  have 
done  so.  Anne  Marston  is  such  a  meek,  quiet, 
peace-loving  person,  that  I  should  think  she 
would  have  preferred  remaining,  as  she  natu- 
rally might  have  done,  without  exciting  remark, 
with  her  own  mother." 

"  She  has  not,  nevertheless.  Mrs.  Littlepagc 
fcould  brave  the  anti-renters,  and  the  three 
maidens  tcauld  be  her  companions.  I  dare  say, 
Ro,  you  know  how  it  is  with  the  gentle  sex, 
when  they  make  up  their  minds?" 


OB,   THE  REDSKINS.  125 

"My  girls  are  all  good  girls,  and  have  given 
ffie  veiy  little  trouble,"  answered  my  uncle. 


"  Yes,  I  dare  say  that  may  be  true.    You  have 

only  been  absent  from  home  five  years  this  trip." 

"An  attentive    guardian,   notwithstanding, 

^ce  I  left  you  as   a  substitute.      Has  my 

nwther  wnttcn  to  you  since  her  arrival  among 

the  hosts  of  the  Philistines  ?" 

"She  has,  indeed,  Littlepage,"  answered 
Dunning,  gravely ;  "  I  have  heard  from  her 
three  times,  for  she  writes  to  urge  my  not  ap- 
pearing on  the  estate.  I  did  intend  to  pay  her 
*  visit ;  but  she  tells  me  that  it  might  lead  to  a 
^lent  scene,  and  can  do  no  good.  As  the 
rents  will  not  be  due  until  autimm,  and  Master 
Hugh  is  now  of  age,  and  was  to  be  here  to 
look  after  his  own  affairs,  I  have  seen  no  motive 
for  incurring  the  risk  of  the  tarring  and  feather- 
">g«  We  American  lawyers,  young  gentleman, 
vearnowlgs." 

"Does  my  mother  write  herself,  or  employ 
wwther?"  inquired  my  uncle,  with  interest. 

**  She  honours  me  with  her  own  hand.  Your 
Brother  writes  much  better  than  you  do  your- 
self, Roger." 

''That  is  owing  to  her  once  having  carried 
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chain^  as  she  would  say  herself.     Has  A 
written  to  you?" 

"  Of  course.  Sweet  little  Patty  and 
bosom  friends,  as  you  know." 

"  And  does  she  say  anything  of  the  ] 
and  the  negro?" 

"Jaaf  and  Susquesus?  To  be  sun 
does.  Both  are  living  still,  and  both  arc 
I  saw  them  myself,  and  even  ate  of 
venison,  so  lately  as  last  winter. 

"  Those  old  fellows  must  have  each  li 
great  deal  more  than  his  century,  Jack, 
were  with  ray  grandfather  in  the  old  I 
war,  as  active,  useful  men — older,  then. 
my  grandfather !" 

"  Ay  !  a  nigger  or  a  redskin,  before  all  c 
for  holding  on  to  life,  when  they  have 
temperate.  Let  me  see — ^that  expediti 
Abercrombie's  was  about  eighty  years 
why,  these  fellows  must  be  well  turned  o: 
hundred,  though  Jaap  is  rather  the  i 
judging  from  appearances." 

^^  I  believe  no  one  knows  the  age  of  < 
A  hundred  each  has  been  thought,  no^ 
many  years.  Susquesus  was  surprisingly  i 
too,  when  I  last  saw  him — ^like  a  health; 
of  eighty." 
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"fle  Im  failed  of  late,  though  he  actuallj 

Aot  a  deer,  as  I  told  you,  last  winter.     Both 

the  old  fellows  stray  down  to  the  Nest,  Martha 

writes  me;  and  the  Indian  is  highly  scandalized 

at  tlie  miserable  imitations  of  his  race  that  are 

BOW  abroad.     I  have  even  heard  that  he  and 

Top  hare  actually  contemplated  taking  the  field 

•gaioBt  them.  Seneca  Newcome  is  their  especial 

•vorsion." 

"How  is  Opportunity?"  I  inquired.  "Does 
die  take  any  part  in  this  movement  ?" 

"A  decided  one,  I  hear.  She  is  anti-rent, 
wkDe  she  wishes  to  keep  on  good  terms  with 
k»  landlord ;  and  that  is  endeavouring  to  serve 
God  and  Mammon.  She  is  not  the  first,  how- 
ler, by  a  thousand,  that  wears  two  &ceQ  in 
this  bufflness." 

"Hn^  has  a  deep  admiration  of  Oppor- 
tomty,"  observed  my  uncle,  "and  you  had 
iieeds  be  tender  in  your  strictures.  The  modern 
Seneca,  I  take  it,  is  dead  against  us?" 

'^Seneky  wishes  to  go  to  the  legislature,  and 
^^oonrse  he  is  on  the  side  of  votes.  Then  his 
^ther  is  a  tenant  at  the  mill,  and  naturally 
^^idiea  to  be  the  landlord.  He  is  also  interested 
^  the  land  hirasel£  Onb  thing  has  struck  me 
^  this  controversy  as  highly  worthy  of  notice ; 
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and  it  is  the  nairefe  with  which  men  rccouciV*? 
the  obvious  longings  of  covetousness  with  wl»^^ 
they   arc   pleased   to   fancy   the  principled  o/' 
liberty  I     When  a  man  has  worked  a  farm  * 
certain  number  of  years,  he  boldly  sets  up  Ao 
doctrine  that  the  fact  itself  gives  him  a  high 
moral  claim  to  possess  it  for  ever.     A  moment's 
examination  will  expose  the  fallacy  by  which 
these  sophists  apply  the  flattering  unction  to 
their  souls.     They  work  their  farms  under  a 
lease,  and  in  virtue  of  its  covenants.     Now,  in 
a  moral  sense,  all  that  time  can  do  in  such  a 
case,  is   to   render  these  covenants  the  more 
sacred,  and  consequently  more  binding;    but 
these  worthies,  whose  morality  is  all  on  one 
side,  imagine  that  these  time-honoured  cove- 
nants give  them  a  right  to  fly  from  their  own 
conditions  during  their  existence,  and  to  raise 
pretensions  far  exceeding  anything  they  them- 
selves confer,  the  moment  they  cease." 

"Poll,  poll!  Jack;  there  is  no  need  of 
refining  at  all,  to  come  at  the  merits  of  such  a 
question.  This  is  a  civilized  country,  or  it  is 
not.  If  it  be  a  civilized  country,  it  will  respect 
the  rights  of  property,  and  its  own  laws ;  and 
if  the  reverse,  it  will  not  respect  them.  As  for 
setting  up  the  doctrine,  at  this  late  day,  when 
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milL'ons  and  millions  are  invested  in  this  par- 
ticular species  of  property^  that  the  leasehold 
tenure  is  opposed  to  the  spirit  of  institutions  of 
wUch  it  has  substantially  formed  a  part,  ever 
flince  those  institutions  have  themselves  had  an 
existence,  it  requires  a  bold  front,  and  more 
capacity  than  any  man  at  Albany  possesses,  to 
make  the  doctrines  go  down.  Men  may  run 
off  with  the  notion  that  the  tendencies  to  certain 
abuses,  which  mark  every  system,  form  their 
spirit;  but  this  is  a  fallacy  that  a  very  little 
thought  will  correct.  Is  it  true  that  proposals 
have  actually  been  made,  by  these  pretenders 
to  liberty,  to  appoint  conunissioners  to  act  as 
>rt)itrators  between  the  landlords  and  tenants, 
^  to  decide  points  that  no  one  has  any  right 
torsdae?" 

"True  as  Holy  Writ;  and  a  regular  *  Star 
Chamber'  tribunal  it  would  be!  It  is  won- 
derful, after  all,  how  extremes  do  meet ! " 

"  That  is  as  certain  as  the  return  of  the  sun 
after  night.  But  let  us  now  talk  of  our  project. 
Jack,  and  of  the  means  of  getting  among  these 
^"deluded  men — deluded  by  their  own  covet- 
oueness — without  being  discovered;  for  I  am 
determined  to  see  them,  and  to  judge  of  their 
"Stives  and  conduct  for  myself." 


130  RAVENSNKST  ; 

"Take   care  of  the  tar-barrel,  and  of     ^^^ 
pillow-case  of  feathers,  Roger ! " 

"  I  shall  endeavour  so  to  do." 

We  then  discussed  the  matter  before  us  ^ 
length  and  leisurely.     I  shall  not  relate  all  ^^ 
was  said,  as  it  would  be  going  over  the  swn^ 
ground  twice,  but  refer  the  reader  to  the  regu^ 
lar  narrative.     At  the  usual  hour  wc  redred 
to  our  beds,  retaining  the  name  of  Da^d80ii» 
as   convenient  and  prudent.      Next  day  Mr. 
•John  Dunning  busied  himself  in  our  behalfy 
and  made  himself  exceedingly  useful  to  us.   In 
his  character  of  an  old  bachelor,  he  had  many 
:u*quaintanccs  at  the  theatre ;  and  through  Us 
friends  of  the  green-room  he  supplied  each  of 
us  with  a  wig.     Both   my  uncle   and  myself 
spoke  German  reasonably  well,  and  our  original 
plan  was  to  travel  in  the  characters  of  immi- 
grant trinket  and  essence  pedlars.     But  I  had 
a  fancy  for  a  hand-organ  and  a  monkey ;  and 
it  was  finally  agreed  that  Mr.  Hugh  Roger 
Littlepage,  senior,  was  to  undertake  this  ad- 
venture with  a  box  of  cheap  watches  and  gilded 
trinkets;  while  Mr.  Hugh  Roger  Littlepage, 
junior,  was  to  conmience  his  travels  at  home, 
in  the  character  of  a  music-grinder.     Modesty 
will  not  permit  me  to  say  all  I  might,  in  favour 
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o^^mj  own  skill  in  music  in  general;  but  I 

^Dg  well  for  an  amateur^  and  played,  both  on 

the  violin  and  flute,  far  better  than  is  common. 

Eyeiything  was  arranged  in  the  course  of 

tie  following  day,  our  wigs  of  themselves  com- 

eflecting  all   the   disguises   that   were 

As  for  my  uncle,   he  was   nearly 

bald,  and  a  wig  was  no  great  encumbrance ;  but 

my  shaggy  locks  gave  me  some  trouble.     A 

little  clipping,   however,  answered   the   turn; 

tod  I  had  a  hearty  laugh  at  myself,  in  costume, 

tkat  afternoon,  before  Dunning's  dressing-room 

glass.    We  got  round  the   felony  law,  about 

bring  armed    and  disguised,   by   carrying   no 

weapons  but  our  tools  in  the  way  of  trade. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

"  And  i*hc  hath  smiles  to  earth  unknown — 
Smiles,  that  with  motion  of  their  own 
Do  spread,  and  sink,  and  rise ; 
That  come  and  ro  with  endless  play. 
And  ever,  as  they  pass  away, 
Arc  hidden  in  her  eyes." 

WORDSWOXTH. 

I  WAS  early  in  costume  the  following  luorn- 
ing.  I  question  if  my  own  mother  could  have 
known  me,  had  she  lived  long  enough  to  see 
the  whiskers  sprout  on  my  cheeks,  and  to  con- 
template my  countenance  as  a  man.  I  went 
into  Dunning's  library,  drew  the  little  hurdy- 
gurdy  from  its  hiding-place,  slung  it,  and  b^an 
to  play  St.  Patrick's  Day  in  the  Morning,  with 
spirit,  and,  I  trust  I  may  add,  with  cxecutioiL 
I  was  in  the  height  of  the  air,  when  the  door 
opened,  and  Barney  thrust  his  high-chcekedr 
bone  face  into  the  room,  his  mouth  as  wide 
open  as  that  of  a  frozen  porker. 
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''Where  the  divU  did  ye  come  from?"  de- 
manded the  new  footman,  with  the  muscles  of 
that  vast  aperture  of  his  working  from  grin  to 
grim,  and  grim  to  grin  again.  "  Yee's  wilcome 
to  the  tchune;  but  how  comes  ye  here  ?" 

"  r  coomes  vrom  Halle,  in  Preussen.    Vat  isht 
yourvaterland?" 
"BeyeesaJew?" 

"Nem— I  isht  a  goot  Christian.  Vilt  you 
haf  Yankee  Tootle?" 

"Yankee  T'under !     Ye  '11  wake  up  the  mas- 

^her,  and  he  '11  be  displais'd,  else  ye  might  work 

"Pon  t'at  tchune  till  the  end  of  time.     That  I 

snould  hear  it  here,  in  my  own  liberary,  and 

^  Ireland  free  thousand  laigues  away  I" 

•»  A  laugh  from  Dunning  interrupted  the  dia- 

*^e,  when  Barney  vanished,  no  dou]}t  anti- 

^pating  some  species  of  American  punishment 

for  a  presumed    delinquency.      Whether   the 

Mnndering,  well-meaning,  honest  fellow  really 

"Pertained  who  we  were  that  breakfasted  with 

"^  nuwter,  I  do  not  know ;  but  we  got  the  meal 

^i  left  the  house  without  seeing  his  face  again, 

I^^uuiing  having  a  young  yellow  fellow  to  do 

*«  serrice  of  the  table. 

I  need  scarcely  say  that  I  felt  a  little  awk- 
ward at  finding  myself  in  the  streets  of  New 
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York  in  such  a  guise ;  but  the  gravity  an 
possession  of  my  uncle  were  a  constant 
of  amusement  to  mc.  He  actually  sold  a 
on  tlie  wharf  before  the  boat  left  it,  tho 
imputed  his  success  to  the  circumstance  tl 
price  was  what  a  brother  dealer,  who  ha] 
to  be  trading  in  the  same  neighbourhooi 
nounced  "  onconscionably  low."  We  i 
comfortable  state-room  between  us,  unci 
pretence  of  locking  up  our  property,  and  s 
about  the  boat,  gaping  and  looldng  curi 
became  our  class. 

"  Here  are  at  le^t  a  dozen  people 
know,"  said  my  uncle,  as  we  were  loi 
around — loafing  around,  is  the  modern  E 
about  the  time  that  the  boat  was  paddlin 
Fort  Washington ;  "  I  have  reconnoitred 
quarters,  and  find  quite  a  dozen.  I  hav 
conversing  with  an  old  school-fellow,  ai 
with  whom  I  have  ever  lived  in  tolerabl 
macy,  for  the  last  ten  minutes,  and  fi 
broken  English  and  disguise  are  perfect, 
confident  my  dear  mother  herself  wool 
recognise  me." 

"  We  can  then  amuse  ourselves  wil 
grandmother  and  the  young  ladies,"  I  ans 
*'  ^en  we  reach  tho  Nest      For  my  ji 
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strikes  me  that  we  had  better  keep  our  own 
eecret  to  the  last  moment'' 
''flash!    As  I  live,  there  is  Seneca  New- 
^!f^  this  moment  I     He  is  coming  this  way, 
mJ  we  must  be  Germans  again." 

Sure  enough,  there  was  'Squire  Sencky,  as 
fie  honeijt  farmers  around  the  Nest  call  him ; 
tkough  many  of  them  must  change  their  prac- 
tices, or  it  will  shortly  become  so  absurd  to 
■pply  the  term  "  honest"  to  them,  that  no  one 
will  have  the  hardihood  to  use  it.  Newcome 
«me  slowly  towards  the  forecastle,  on  which 
wewere  standing ;  and  my  uncle  determined  to 
get  into  conversation  with  him,  as  a  means  of 
fiirther  proving  the  virtue  of  our  di^uises,  ba 
well  as  possibly  of  opening  the  way  to  some 
communications  that  might  facilitate  our  visit  to 
the  Nest  With  this  view,  the  pretended  pedlar 
drew  a  watch  from  his  ))ocket,  and,  offering  it 
nieekly  to  the  inspection  of  the  quasi  lawyer,  he 

'^Puy  a  vatdi,  shentlemans?" 

''Hey I  what?  Oh!  a  watch,"  returned 
Seneca,  in  that  high,  condescending,  vulgar 
W,  with  which  the  salt  of  the  earth  usually 
>fiet  to  treat  thoee  they  evidently  think  much 
heseath  tliem  in  intellect,  station,  or  some  other 
q2 
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great  essential,  at  the  very  moment  thov    •*  ^ 
bursting  with  envy,  and  denouncing  as  arS^^ 
crats  all  who  are  above  them.     "  Hey !  a  wat<5D» 
18  it?     WTiat  countryman  are  you,  friend?" 

"  A  Charmans — ein  Teutscher." 

"  A  German— ine  Tycher  is  the  place  fO^ 
come  from,  I  s'pose  ?  " 

"  Nein — ein  Teutschcr  isht  a  Charman." 

"  Oh,  yes  I  I  understand.     How  long  have 
you  been  in  Ameriky?'' 

"Twclfmoont's." 

"  Why,  that's  most  long  enough  to  make  you 
citizens.     Where  do  you  live  ?" 

"  Nowhere ;  I  lifs  jest  asht  it  happens — 
soometimes  here,  and  soometimes  dere." 

"  Ay,  ay  I  I  understand — no  legal  domicile, 
but  lead  a  wandering  life.  Have  you  many  of 
these  watches  for  sale  ?  " 

"  Yees — 1  haf  asht  many  as  twenty.  Dey 
are  as  sheep  as  dirt,  and  go  like  pig  clocks.** 

"  And  what  may  be  your  price  for  this  ?  ** 

"  Dat  you  can  haf  for '  only  eight  tollars. 
Effery  poty  wilt  say  it  is  golt,  dat  doean  t  know 
petter.'' 

"Oh  I  it  isn't  gold,  then — ^I  swan  I" — what 
this  oath  meant  I  never  exactly  knew,  though  I 
suppose  it  to  be  a  puritan  mode  of  saying  **  I 
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«year!"  the  attempts  to  cheat  the  devil  in  this 
wj  being  very  common  among  their  pious 
^fescendants,  though  even  "Smith  Thompson ** 
^m?elf  can  dj  no  man  any  good  in  such  a  case 
of  conscience — "  I  swan  1  you  come  plaguy  near 
taking  even  me  in  1  Will  you  come  down  from 
tlat  price  any?" 

"  If  you  wilt  gif  me  some  atfice,  perhaps  1 
ouj.  You  look  like  a  goot  shentlemans,  and 
one  dat  woultn't  sheat  a  poor  Charmans ;  ant 
effen-  poty  wants  so  much  to  sheat  de  poor 
Channans,  dat  I  will  take  six,  if  you  will  drow 
in  some  atfice," 

"Advice?  You  liave  co.no  to  the  right 
man  for  lliat !  AValk  a  little  thl^  w!iy,  where 
we  shall  be  alone.  What  is  the  natur'  of  the 
matter-- action  on  the  case,  or  a  tort  ?'' 

"  Nein,  nein !  it  isht  not  law  dat  I  wants, 
pot  atfice." 

"  Well,  but  advice  leads  to  law,  ninety-nine 
times  in  a  hundred." 

"Ya,  yal"  answered  the  pedlar,  laughing; 
**  dat  may  be  so ;  put  it  isht  not  what  I  vants 
— I  vants  to  know  verc  a  Charman  can  trafel 
wit*  his  goots  in  de  coontry,  and  not  in  de  pig 
tiwms." 

^  I  onderstand  yon — six  dollars,  hey  I    That 
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sounds  high  for  such  a  looking  watch" — h^ 
just  before   mistaken   it  for  gold — "but 
always  the  poor  man  s  friend,  and  despise  0^^ 
tocracy" — what  Seneca  hated  with  the  strong'^ 
hate,  he  ever  fancied  he  d^isphed  the  most,  ^^ 
by  aristocnicy  he  merely  understood  gentleiiicl* 
and  ladies,  in  the  true  signification  of  the  worte 
— "  why,  I'm  always  ready  to  help  along  the 
honest  citizen.     If  you  could  make  up  your 
mind  now  to  part  with  this  one  watch  for  naw- 
thin',  I  think  I  could  tell  you  a  part  of  the 
country  where  you  might  sell  the  other  nine- 
teen in  a  Aveck." 

"G<X)t!"  exclahned  my  uncle,  cheerfully. 
"  Take  him — he  ist  your  broberty,  and  wil- 
come.  Only  show  me  dc  town  where  I  canst 
sell  de  nineteen  udders." 

Had  my  uncle  Ro  been  a  true  son  of  peddling, 
he  would  have  charged  a  dollar  extra  on  each 
of  the  nineteen,  and  made  eleven  dollars  by  his 
])rcsent  liberality. 

"  It  is  no  town  at  all — only  a  township,** 
returned  the  literal  Seneca.  ^  Did  you  expect 
it  would  be  a  city?" 

^'  Vat  cares  I  ?  I  woult  radder  sell  my 
yatches  to  goot,  honest,  country  men,  dan  ashi 
to  de  best  buighera  in  de  land." 
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.    "  Yon  re  my  man  I   TBe  right  spirit  is  in  you* 
1  hope  you're  no  patroon — no  aristocrat?" 

"  I  don't  know  Tat  isht  badroon,  or  yat  isht 
^rishtocrat." 

"  No !  You  are  a  happy  man  in  your  igno- 
J^Mce.  A  patroon  iis  a  nobleman  who  owns 
Mother  man's  land ;  and  an  aristocrat  is  a  body 
^hi  thinks  himself  better  than  hb  neighbours, 
fiiend!" 

"  Well,  den,  I  isht  no  badroon,  for  I  don't 
^^  no  land  at  all,  not  even  mine  own ;  and  I 
^'t  petter  asht  no  poty  at  alL" 

**  Yes,  you  be ;  you've  only  to  think  so,  and 
you'll  be  the  greatest  gentleman  of  'em  alL" 

*'  Well,  den,  I  will  dry  and  dink  so,  and  be 
Patter  asht  de  greatest  shentlemans  of  dem  alL 
But  dat  won  t  do,  nudder,  as  dat  vilt  make  me 
Patter  dan  you ;  for  you  are  one  of  de  greatest 
^f  dem  all,  shentlemans." 

"  Oh  I  as  for  me,  let  me  alone.  I  scorn  being 
^^  their  leveL  I  go  for  *  Down  with  the  rent  T 
^i  8o'll  you,  too,  afore  you've  been  a  week  in 
^*«ttpart  of  the  country." 

**Vat  isht  de  rent  dat  you  vants  to  git 
down?" 

^  It's  a  thing  that's  opposed  to  the  spirit  of 
^he  infititutions,  as  you  can  see  by  my  feelia's 
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at  this  very  moment.    But  no  matter  !  1  lA 

wav 
tlic  watch,  if  you  say  so,  and  show  you  tlic      „  ' 

into  that  part  of  the  country,  as  your  P^y^^ 

"  Afreet,  shcntleraans.  Vat  I  vants  is  at^^. 

and  vat  you  vants  is  a  vatch." 

Here  uncle  Ro  laughed  so  mucli  like  himB^^* 

when   he   ought   clearly   to   have   laughed    ^ 

broken  English,  that  I  was  very  mucli  afra^ 

he  might  give  the  alann  to  our  companion ;  bi^^ 

he  did  not.     From  tliat  time,  the  best  relationj* 

existed  between  us  and   Seneca,  who,  in  the 

courrsc  of  the  day,  recogiiiscd   us   by  sundry 

smiles  and  winks,  though  I  could  plainly  see 

he  did  not  like  the  anti-aristocratic   principle 

sufficiently  to  wish  to  seem  too  intimate  with 

us.     Before  we  reached  the  islands,  however, 

he  gave  us  directions  where  to  meet  him  in  the 

morning,  and  we  parted,  when  the  boat  stopped 

alongside  of  the  pier  at  Albany  that  afternoon, 

the  best  friends  in  the  world. 

"  Alljany  I  dear,  good  old  Albany  I"  exclaimed 

my  uncle  Ro,  as  we  stopped  on  the  draw  of  the 

bridge  to  look  at  the  busy  scene  in  the  basin, 

where  literally  hundreds  of  canal-boats  were 

cither  lying  to  discharge  or  to  load,  or  were 

coming   and  going,   to   say  nothing  of  other 

craft ;  ''dear,  good  old  Albany  I  you  are  a  town 


f 


OR,    THE    REDSKINS.  141 

^^'hich  I  ever  return  with  pleasure,  for  you  at 
™^t  never  disappoint  me.  A  first-rate  country- 
'^^Ce  rou  are ;  and,  though  I  miss  your  quaint 
'^  Dutch  church,  and  your  rustic-looking  old 
^^^iik  church  from  the  centre  of  your  prin- 
^Ptl  street^  almost  every  change  you  make  is 
'^ejpectflble.    I  know  nothing  that  tells  so  much 
•giinst  you  as  changing  the  name  of  Market- 
ftreet  by  the  paltry  imitation  of  Broadway; 
iut,  considering  that  a  horde  of  Yankees  have 
come  down  upon  you  since  the  commencement 
of  the  present  century,  you  are  lucky  that  the 
rtreet  was  not  called  the  Appian  Way.     But, 
excellent  old  Albany !  whom  even  the  corrup- 
tions of  politics  cannot  change  in  the  core,  lying 
against  thy  hill-side,  and  surrounded  with  thy 
picturesque  scenery,  there  is  an  air  of  respec- 
tability about  thee  that  I  admire,  and  a  quiet 
prosperity  that  I  love.    Yet,  how  changed  since 
my   boyhood!      Thy   simple   stoups   have   all 
vanished ;  thy  gables  are  disappearing ;  marble 
and  granite  are  rising  in  thy  Streets,  too,  but 
they  take  honest  shapes,  and  are  free  from  the 
ambition  of  mounting  on  stilts ;  thy  basin  has 
changed  the  whole  character  of  thy  once  semi- 
eylimn,  8emi-c<»mmercial  river ;  but  it  gives  to 
thy  young   manhood  an  appearance  of  abun- 
q3 
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dance  and  thrift  that  promise  well  for  thi 
The  reader  may  depend  on  it  that  I  1 
heartily  at  this  rhapsody;  for  I  could 
enter  into  my  uncle*s  feelings.  Albany 
tainly  a  very  good  sort  of  a  place,  and  rel 
a  more  respectable-looking  town  thi 
"  commercial  emiwrium,"  which,  after  all, 
nally,  is  a  mere  huge  expansion  of  a  very  i 
mediocrity,  with  the  pretension  of  a  ca] 
its  estimate  of  itself.  But  Albany  lays  n 
to  be  any  tiling  more  than  a  provincial 
and  in  that  class  it  is  highly  jJaced. 
way,  there  is  nothing  in  which  "ottr  }>eo 
speak  idiomatically,  more  deceive  then 
than  in  their  estimate  of  wliat  comj 
capital.  It  would  be  ridiculous  to  £ 
that  the  representatives  of  such  a  { 
ment  as  this  could  impart  to  any  pis 
tone,  opinions,  habits  and  manners  oi 
pital ;  for,  if  they  did,  they  would  im 
on  the  novel  principle  of  comnmnicatir 
which  they  do  not  possess  in  their  own  p 
Congress  itself,  though  tolerably  free  froi 
shackles,  including  those  of  thj  constitu 
not  up  to  that.  In  my  opinion,  a  in 
customed  to  the  world  might  be  placed 
folded  in  the  most  finished  quarter  of 
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^^i,  mi  the  place  has  new  quarters  in  which 
^  iflcongruities  I  have  already  mentioned  do 
^  eikt,  and,  my  life  on  it,  he  could  pronounce, 
^  soon  as  the  bandage  was  removed,  that  he 
'^'^  not  in  a  town  where  the  tone  of  a  capital 
^^tf.  The  last  thing  to  make  a  capital  is 
^i^  Indeed,  the  man  who  hears  the  words 
**  buainess,"  and  "  the  merchants,"  ringing  in  his 
care,  may  safely  conclude,  de  facto^  that  he  is 
not  in  a  capitaL  Now,  a  New- York  village  is 
often  much  less  rustic  than  the  villages  of  the 
iioet  advanced  country  of  Europe ;  but  a  New 
Tork  town  is  many  degrees  below  any  capital 
of  a  large  State  in  the  old  world. 

Will  New  York  ever  be  a  capital  ?  Yes, — out 
rfall  question,  yes.  But  the  day  will  not  come 
vntilafter  the  sudden  changes  of  condition  which 
iomiediately  and  so  naturally  succeeded  the  revo- 
htion,  have  ceased  to  influence  ordinary  societ;^ 
ttd  those  above  again. impart  to  those  below 
Bore  than  they  receive.  This  restoration  to  the 
Bitaral  state  of  things  must  take  place,  as  soon 
aitooiety  gets  settled ;  and  there  will  be  nothing 
to  prevent  a  town  living  under  our  own  insti- 
Wona, — spirit,  tendeneieSf  and  all, — from  ob- 
^Aaog  the  highest  tone  that  ever  yet  prevailed 
lA  a  capitaL  The  folly  is  in  anticipating  the 
'■tunl  ooavse  of  events*    Nothing  will  more 
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hasten  these  events,  however,  than  a  litera 
that  is  controlled,  not  by  the  lower,  but  bj 
higher  opinion  of  the  country ;  which  litera 
is  yet,  ill  a  great  degree,  to  be  created. 

I  had  dispensed  with  the  monkey,  after  tr 
to  get  along  with  the  creature  for  an  hou 
two,  and  went  around  only  with  my  music 
would  rather  manage  an  army  of  anti-rci 
than  one  monkey.  With  the  hurdy-g 
slung  around  my  neck,  therefore,  I  follower 
uncle,  who  actually  sold  another  watch  b< 
we  reached  a  tavern.  Of  course  we  did  not 
sume  to  go  to  Congress  Ilall,  or  the  Eagle 
we  knew  we  should  not  be  admitted.  This 
the  toughest  part  of  our  adventures.  I  a 
opinion  my  uncle  made  a  mistake ;  for  he 
tured  to  a  second-class  house,  under  the 
pression  that  one  of  the  sort  usually  freque 
by  men  of  our  supposed  stamp  might  provi 
coarse  for  us,  altogether.  I  think  wc  sh 
have  been  better  satisfied  with  the  coarse 
of  a  coarse  tavern,  than  with  the  shabby-gei 
of  the  house  we  blundered  into.  In  the  for 
every  thing  would  have  reminded  ua,  in  a 
we  expected  to  be  reminded,  that  we  were 
of  the  common  track  ;  and  we  might  have  1 
unused  with  the  change,  though  it  is  one  sii 
larly  hard  to  be  endured    I  remember  to  1 
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beard  a  young  man,  accustomed  from  childhood 

to  the  better  habits  of  the  country,  but  who 

vreut  to  sea  a  lad,  before  the  mast,  declare  that 

the  coarseness  of  his  shipmates,  and  there  is 

no  \ulgarity   about  a  true  sailor,  even   when 

coarsest,  gave  him  more  trouble  to  overcome, 

i        than  ail  the  gales,  physical  sufferings,  labour, 

■       exposures  and  dangers,  put  together.     I  must 

.^      confess,  I  have  found  it  so  too,  in  my  little  ex- 

-cX     perience.     While  acting  as  a  strolling  musician, 

i:^!      1  could  get  along  with  any  thing  better  than 

the  coarse  habits  which  I  encountered  at  the 

table.    Your  silver-forkisms,  and  yoiu*  purely 

conventional  customs,  as  a  matter  of  course,  no 

^nan  of  the  world  attaches  any  serious  import- 

^ceto;   but  there   are  conventionalities  that 

belong  to  the  fundamental  principles  of  civilized 

^ety,  which  become  second  nature,  and  with 

^Uch  it  gets  to  be  hard,  indeed,  to  dispense.    I 

^  say  as  little  as  possible  of  the  disagreeables 

rf  my  new  trade,  therefore,  but  stick  to  the 


if 
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The  morning  of  the   day  which   succeeded 

fhat  of  our  arrival  at  Albany,  my  uncle  Ro  and  I 

^k  our  seats  in  the  train,  intending  to  go  to 

watoga  via  Troy.     I  wonder  the  Trojan  who 

^t  thought  of  playing  tliis  travestie  on  Homer, 
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did  not  think  of  calling  the  place  Tro 
Troyborough !  That  would  have  be 
American,  at  least,  whereas  the  pre 
pcUation  is  so  purely  classical !  It  is  ii 
to  walk  through  the  streets  of  this  i 
flourishing  town,  which  already  counts  il 
thousand  souls,  and  not  have  the  ii 
Achilles,  and  Hector,  and  Priam,  and 
pressing  on  the  imagination  a  little  uc 
ably.  Had  the  place  been  called  '. 
name  would  have  been  a  sensible  one ; 
trying  all  it  can  to  get  the  better  of 
and,  much  as  I  love  the  latter  vener 
town,  I  hope  Troy  may  succeed  in  its  1 
prevent  the  Hudson  from  being  bridged 
way,  I  will  here  remark,  for  the  b 
those  who  have  never  seen  any  cou] 
their  own,  that  there  is  a  view  on 
between  Schenectady  and  this  Grecia 
just  where  the  heights  give  the  first  ful 
ance  of  the  valley  of  the  Hudson,  i 
glimpses  of  Waterford,  Lansingbu 
Albany,  with  a  full  view  of  both  Troy 
gives  one  a  better  idea  of  the  affluence  < 
pean  scenery,  than  almost  any  other  sj: 
recall  in  America.  To  my  hurdy-gurd 
I  made  my  first  essay  as  a  musician  i 
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the  windows  of  the  principal  inn  of 
■Trov,  I  cannot  say  much  in  favour  of  the  in- 
^^nuneot,  though  I  trust  the  playing  itself  was 
somewhat  respectable.  This  I  know  full  well, 
that  I  floon  brought  a  dozen  fair  feces  to  the 
windows  of  the  inn,  and  that  each  was  deco- 
rated with  a  smile.  Then  it  was  that  I  regretted 
the  moDkey.  Such  an  opening  could  not  but 
awaken  the  dormant  ambition  of  even  a  "  pa- 
triot" of  the  purest  water,  and  I  will  own  I 
vu  gratified. 

Among  the  curious  who  thus  appeared,  were 
two  whom  I  at  once  supposed  to  be  father  and 
^hter.  The  former  was  a  clergyman,  and, 
"^IfiEuicied  by  something  in  his  air,  of  "the 
dmrch,"  begging  pardon  of  those  who  take 
•ffience  at  this  exclusive  title,  and  to  whom  I 
^  just  give  a  hint  in  passing.  Any  one  at 
^  acquainted  with  mankind,  will  at  once 
^^rstand  that  no  man  who  is  certain  of  pos- 
8e88ing  any  particular  advantage,  ever  manifests 
^•ch  sensibility  because  another  lays  claim  to 
>t  also.  In  the  constant  struggles  of  the  jealous, 
fcr  bfitance,  on  the  subject  of  that  universal 
^'''ee  of  jealous  feeling,  social  position,  the 
"^  or  woman  who  is  conscious  of  claims  never 
^'^^JWes  himself  or  herself  about  them.     For 
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them  the  obvious  fact  is  sufficient, 
answered  to  this  that  the  pretension 
Church"  is  exclusive,  I  shall  admit  it 
"conclusive,"  too.  It  is  not  exclusiv 
ever,  in  the  sense  urged,  since  no  one 
tliat  there  are  many  branches  to  "  the  C 
although  those  branches  do  not  embrace 
thing.  I  would  advise  those  who  take 
at  "our"  styling  "ourselves"  ^^the  C 
to  style  themselves  "  the  Church,"  just 
call  all  their  parsons  bishops,  and  see  \ 
care  about  it.  That  is  a  touchstone  wh 
soon  separate  the  true  metal  from  the  al 
My  parson,  I  could  easily  see,  was  a 
clergyman  —  not  a  meeting-howBt  clei 
How  I  ascertained  that  fact  at  a  glance 
not  reveal ;  but  I  also  saw  in  his  coun 
some  of  that  curiosity  which  marks  simp 
character :  it  was  not  a  vulgar  feeling, 
which  induced  him  to  beckon  me  to  apj 
little  nearer.  I  did  so,  when  he  invite< 
It  was  a  little  awkward,  at  first,  I  must  ( 
ledge,  to  be  beckoned  about  in  this  mam 
there  was  something  in  the  air  and  coun 
of  the  daughter  that  induced  me  not  to 
about  complying.  I  cannot  say  that  hei 
was  so  tery  striking,  though  she  was  di 
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fKtty;  but  the  expression  of  her  face,   ejes, 

ffloile,  and  all  put  together,  was  so  singularly 
swtet  and  feminine,  that  I  felt  impelled  by  a 
empathy  I  shall  not  attempt  to  explain,  to 
enter  the  house,  and  ascend  to  the  door  of  a 
parlour  that  I  saw  at  once  was  public,  though  it 
tken  contained  no  one  but  my  proper  hosts. 

"  Walk  in,  young  man,"  said  the  father,  in  a 
benevolent  tone  of  voice.  "  I  am  curious  to 
»3e  that  instrument ;  and  my  daughter  here, 
vho  has  a  taste  for  music,  wishes  it  as  much  as 
I  do  myself.     What  do  you  call  it  ?" 

**  Ilurty-gurty,"  I  answered. 

"  From  what  part  of  the  world  do  you  come, 
^y  young  friend?"  continued  the  clergyman, 
'^ing  his    meek    eyes   to    mine    still    more 


**  Vrom  Charmany ;  vrom  Preussen,  vere  did 
^ign  so  late  de  good  Koenig  Wilhelm." 

"  What  does  he  say,  Molly  ?" 

So  the  pretty  creature  bore  the  name  of 
^'^'y  1  I  liked  the  Molly,  too ;  it  was  a  good 
®P>  as  none  but  the  truly  respectable  dare  use 
^h  familiar  appellations  in  these  ambitious 
^^"^  Molly  sounded  as  if  these  people  had 
^  (iphmb  of  position  and  conscion«  bree'^'^'^ 
^  they  been  vulgar,   it  wou 
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'^  It  is  not  difficult  to  translate,  fathe: 
swercd  one  of  the  sweetest  voices  that  ha 
poured  its  melody  on  my  car,  and  whic 
rendered  still  more  musical  by  the  slight 
that  mingled  with  it  "  He  says  he  it 
Germany — from  Prussia,  where  the  good 
William  lately  reigned." 

I  liked  the  "  father,"  too — ^that  sound 
freshing,  after  passing  a  night  among  a 
of  foul-nosed  adventurers  in  humanity, 
one  of  wliom  had  done  his  or  her  share  U 
caricaturing  the  once  pretty  appellati\ 
"  Pa"  and  "  Ma."  A  young  lady  ma 
say  "  Papa,"  or  even  "  Mamma,"  tho 
were  far  better  that  she  said  "  Fathei 
«  Mother ;"  but  as  for  "  Pa"  and  «  Ma, 
are  now  done  with  in  respectable  life, 
will  not  even  do  for  the  nursery. 

"  And  this  instrument  is  a  hurdy-gi 
continued  the  clergyman.  "  What  have  w 
— the  name  spelt  on  it  ?" 

"  Dat  isht  de  maker*8  name — Hochstie^ 

"Fecit!"  repeated  the  clergyman;  " 
German?" 

"  Nein — dat  isht  Latin;  fatnOi  fecij  j 
faeere.—fecii  fedsUy  fecit.  It  meana  e 
suppose  you  know." 

The  parson  looked  at  me,  and  at  m; 


k 


wilj  eay  that  I  chafed  at  beinpr  fancied  a 
Feiy-day  street  musician,  that  had  left 
ikey  at  home,  by  the  charming  girl  who 
gracefully  bending  over  her  father's 
as  the  latter  examined  the  inscription 
\B  stamped  on  a  small  piece  of  ivory 
ad  been  let  into  the  instrument.  I  could 
Mary  shrank  back  a  little  under  the  sen- 
iding,  so  natural  to  her  sex,  that  she 
dfesting  too  much  freedom  of  manner  for 
ence  of  a  youth  who  was  nearer  to  her 
iss  than  she  could  have  supposed  it 
for  a  player  on  the  hurdy-gurdy  to  be. 
succeeded;  but  the  glance  of  the  soft 
i  that  instantly  followed,  seemed  to  set 
est,  and  she  leaned  over  her  fi&ther's 
;ain. 

1  understand  Latin,  then  V  demanded 
mty  examining  me  over  his  spectacles 
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«  That  is  Prussia,  18  it?" 

**  Ya — Preussen,  vere  so  late  did  reign.  < 
goof  Koenig  Wilhclm," 

"  And  is  Latin  much  understood  among  yoo 
I  have  heard  that,  in  Hungary,  meet  welt 
informed  persons  even  speak  the  tongue." 

"  In  Charmany  it  islit  not  so.  We  all  Tanite 
something,  but  not  all  dost  Tarn  efery  t'ing." 

I  could  see  a  smile  struggling  around  tlie 
sweet  lips  of  that  dear  girl,  after  I  had  thtt 
delivered  myself,  as  I  fancied,  with  a  niort 
accurate  inaccuracy ;  but  she  succeeded  in  re- 
pressing it,  though  those  provoking  eyes  d 
hers  continued  to  laugh,  much  of  the  time  oui 
interview  lasted. 

"  Oh !  I  very  well  know  that  in  Prussia  th 
schools  are  quite  good,  and  that  your  govero- 
ment  pays  great  attention  to  the  wants  of  «I 
classes,"  rejoined  the  clergyman ;  "  but  I  con- 
fess some  surprise  that  you  should  understatf 
anything  of  Latin.  Now,  even  in  this  countrj 
where  we  boast  so  much " 

"  Ye-e-s,"  I  could  not  refrain  from  drawl 
ing  out,  "  dey  does  poast  a  great  teal  in  i 
coontry !" 

Mary  actually  laughed ;  whether  it  was  * 
my  words,  or  at  the  somewhat  comical  manpc 
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asramed — a  manner  in  wliich  siiiiplicity 
it  9oU  peu  blended  with  irony — I  shall 

tend  to  say.  As  for  the  father,  his 
ij  was  of  proof;  and,  after  civilly  wait- 
I  my  interruption  was  done,  he  resumed 

had  been  on  the  point  of  saying. 
as  about  to  add,^  continued  the  clergy- 
that  even  in  this  country,  where  we 

much" — ^the  little  minx  of  a  daughter 
Br  hand  over  her  eyes,  and  fairly  coloured 

effort  she  made  not  to  laugh  agun — 
common  schools,  and  of  their  influence 
ublic  mind,  it  is  not  usual  to  find  per- 
'our  condition  who  understand  the  dead 

^^''  I  replied ;  "  it  isht  my  condition  dat 
you,  sir.  Mine  fafcr  wast  a  shentle- 
od  he  gifet  me  as  goot  an  etication  as 
ig  did  gif  to  de  Kron  Prinz." 
my  desire  to  appear  well  in  the  eyes  of 
used  me  to  run  into  another  silly  indis- 
How  I  was  to  explain  the  circum- 
'  the  son  of  a  Prussian  gentleman,  whose 
ad  given  him  an  education  ns  good  as 
ch  the  King  of  his  country  had  given 
Irown  Prince,  being  in  the  streets  of 
laying  on  a  hurdy-gurdy,  was  a  diffi- 
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culty  I  did  not  reflect  on  for  a  moment.  The 
idea  of  being  thought  by  that  sweet  girl  a  mere 
uneducated  boor,  was  intolerable  to  me;  and 
I  threw  it  oiF  by  this  desperate  falsehood — false 
in  its  accessories,  but  true  in  its  main  facts— 10 
one  would  resent  an  insult.  Fortune  favoured 
me,  however,  far  more  than  I  had  any  right  to 
expect. 

There  is  a  singular  disposition  in  the  Ame- 
rican character  to  believe  every  well-manneitd 
European  at  least  n  count.  I  do  not  mean  that 
those  who  have  seen  the  world  are  not  like 
other  persons  in  this  respect ;  but  a  very  grcit 
proportion  of  the  country  never  has  seen  anf 
other  world  than  a  world  of  **  business."  !!• 
credulity  on  this  subject  surpasscth  belief;  ao^ 
were  I  to  relate  facts  of  this  nature  that  nught 
be  established  in  a  court  of  justice,  the  very 
parties?  connected  with  them  would  l>e  ready  to 
swear  that  they  arc  caricatures.  Now,  weft- 
mannered  I  trust  I  am,  and,  though  phinlf 
dressed  and  thoroughly  disguised,  neither  mf 
air  nor  attire  was  absolutely  mean.  As  tof 
clothes  were  new,  I  was  neat  in  my  appctf** 
ancc ;  and  there  were  possibly  some  incongruiti^ 
about  the  last,  that  might  have  struck  tj^ 
more  penetrating  than  those  of  my  compa&io^^ 


OB,  THE    REDSKINS.  151 

^re,  with  open  surprise,  and  smiled  as 
e  glanced  at  his  daughter.  If  asked  why 
?  this  silly  display  of  lower-form  learning, 
•nly  say  that  I  chafisd  at  being  fancied  a 
rerv-day  street  musician,  that  had  left 
)key  at  home,  by  the  charming  girl  who 
gracefully  bending  over  her  father's 
as  the  latter  examined  the  inscription 
18  stamped  on  a  small  piece  of  ivory 
ad  been  let  into  the  instrument  I  could 
Mary  shrunk  back  a  little  under  the  sen- 
seling,  so  natural  to  her  sex,  that  she 
dfesting  too  much  freedom  of  manner  for 
encc  of  a  youth  who  was  nearer  to  her 
iss  than  she  could  have  supposed  it 
fiar  a  player  on  the  hurdy-gurdy  to  be. 
I  succeeded ;  but  the  glance  of  the  soft 
e  that  instantly  followed,  seemed  to  set 
rest,  and  she  leaned  over  her  father's 
gain. 

u  understand  Latin,  then  V  demanded 
"ent,  examining  me  over  his  spectacles 
lad  to  foot. 

leetle,  sir— just  a  ferry  leetle.  In  my 
ft  efery  mans  isht  obliget  to  be  a  soldier 
ine,  and  them  fat  knows  Latin  can  be 
wgeanti  und  corporals.*' 
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"  I  speaks  dc  five  great  tongues  of  ' 
more  ast  less  well ;  and  I  read  deni  all, 

"The  yfrtf  tongues!"  said  the  clei 
counting  on  his  fingers ;  "  what  can  t 
Mary?" 

"French,  and  German,  and  Sj)ani 
Italian,  I  suppose,  sir." 

"These  make  but  four.  What  can 
fifth,  my  dear?" 

"  De  yoong  laty  forgets  de  Englis< 
Englisch  is  das  funf." 

"  Oh  !  yes,  the  English  ! "  exclain 
pretty  creature,  pressing  her  lips  tog< 
prevent  laughing  in  my  face. 

"True — I  had   forgotten   the   Engli 
being  accustomed   to   think   of  it    Jis 
European  tongue.     I  suppose,  young  n: 
naturally  speak  the  English  less  fluenl 
any  other  of  your  five  languages?" 

"Ya!" 

Again  the  smile  struggled  to  the  lips  o 

"  I  feel  a  deep  interest  in  you  as  a  s 
and  am  sorry  wc  have  only  met  to  part 
'V^''hich  way  shall  you  be  likely  to  dire 
steps,  my  Prussian  young  friend?" 

"  I  go  to  a  place  which  is  callet  Rai 
— goot  place  to  sell  vatch,  dey  tells  me.' 
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"BavcMneat!"  exclaimed  tl^e  father. 
"Bavensnest!"  repeated  the  daughter,  and 
tW  in  tones  which  put  the  hurdy-gurdy  to 
Bbme. 
"fl'Tiy,  Kavensnest  is  the  place  where  I  live, 
ud  the  parish  of  which  I  am  the  clergyman — 
tie  Protestant  Episcopal  clergyman,  I  mean." 

This,  then,  was  the  Rev.  Mr.  Warren,  the 
<£viDe  who  had  been  called  to  our  church  the 
verr  summer  I  left  home,  and  who  had  been 
tkcre  ever  since  I    My  sister  Martha  Bad  written 
iBe  much  concerning  these  people,  and  I  felt  as 
if  I  had  known  them  for  years.     Mr.  Warren 
va£  a  man  of  good  connexions,  and  some  educa- 
tion, but  of  no  fortune  whatever,  who  had  gone 
iato  tke  Church  —  it   was  the   church  of  his 
ancestors,  one  of  whom  had  actiudly  been  an 
English  bishop,  a  century  or  two  ago — from 
choice,  and  contrary  to  the  wishes  of  his  fnends. 
h  a  preacher,  his  success  had  never  been  great; 
Intt  for  the  discharge  of  his  duties  no  man  stood 
lugher,  and  no  man  was  more  respected.     The 
Hving  of  St.  Andrew's,  Kavensnest,  would  have 
l«n  poor  enough,  had  it  depended  on  the  con- 
tnbationB  of  the  parishioners.     These  last  gave 
*lKHit  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  a-year  for 
^  duure  of  the  support  of  a  priest    I  gave 
voui.  H 


^.  ,wi>  ueiu  ecu  inciii". 

ii  Lrlcbe  ot*  fifty  acres  of  capital 
lot,    and   a   fund   of  two    tlioui 
interest;    the  whole   proceeding 
inents  made  by  my  grandfather^ 
tiiiie.     Altogether  the  living  n 
worth  a  clear  five  hundred  dol 
addition  to   a  comfortable  hous 
vegetables,  pasture,  and  some  nd^ 
way  of  small  crops.     Few  coun 
were  better  off  than  the  rector  of 
Kavensnest,  and  all  as  a  consec 
feudal  and  aristocratic  habits  of  tb 
though  I  say  it,  perhaps,  who  mig 
in  times  like  these. 

My  letters  had  told  me  that  1 
Warren  was  a  widower;  that  Ai 
only  child;  that  he  was  a  truly 
sAam-pious,  and  a  really  zealous  < 
man  of  purest  truth,  whose  word 
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iw  feUov-creatures,  both  naturally  and  on  prin- 

cipJe;  mourned  over  the  state  of  the  diocese^ 

•nd  greatly   preferred   piety  even   to    high- 

chorchisnu     High-churchman  he  was,   never- 

tlteless;  though  it  was  not  a  high-churchman- 

>Up  that  outweighed  the  loftier  considerations 

of  his  Christian  duties,  and  left   him  equally 

^out  opinions    of  his    own  in   matters   of 

inonJg,  and  without  a  proper  respect,  in  prac- 

^  for  those  that  he  had  solemnly  vow<^d  to 

nudntaln. 

Hie  daughter  was  described  as  a  sweet-tem- 
P^,  arch,  modest,  sensible,  and  well-bred 
gift)  that  had  received  a  far  better  education 
4an  her  father's  means  would  have  permitted 
^  to  bestow,  through  the  liberality  and  affec- 
tion of  a  widowed  sister  of  her  mother's,  who 
^as  affluent,  and  had  caused  her  to  attend  the 
^e  school  as  that  to  which  she  had  sent  her 
own  daughters.  In  a  word,  she  was  a  most 
^**nniiig  neighbour ;  and  her  presence  at  Ra- 
^eosnest  had  rendered  Martha's  annual  visits 
|o  the  "old  house"  (built  in  1785)  not  only  lees 
^''^Bome,  but  actually  pleasant.  Such  had  been 
^y  Bister's  account  of  the  Warrens  and  their 
^ties,  throughout  a  correspondence  of  five 
y^.  I  have  even  fancied  that  she  loved  this 
h2 
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Mary  Warren  better  than  she  loved  an 
uncle's  wards,  herself  of  course  ezceptc 

The  foregoing  flashed  through  my  n; 
instant  the  clergyman  announced  himsc 
the  coincidence  of  our  being  on  the  wa 
same  part  of  the  country,  seemed  to  st: 
as  forcibly  as  it  did  myself.  Wha 
thought  of  the  matter,  I  had  no  e 
ascertaining. 

"  This  is  singular  enough,"  rcsmr 
Warren.  "WTiat  has  directed  your  s 
wards  Ravensnest  ?" 

"  Dey  tell  mine  ooncle  'tis  goot  plac 
moch  vatch." 

"  You  have  an  uncle,  then  ?    All !  I 
there  in  the  street,   showing  a  watcb 
moment  to  a  gentleman.      Is  your 
linguist,  too,  and  has  he  been  as  well  ( 
as  you  seem  to  be  yourself?" 

"  Certain — he  moch  more  of  a  she 
dan  ast  de  shentleman  to  whom  he  i 
vatch." 

"  These  must  be  the  very  i;er8ons,' 
Mary,  a  little  eagerly,  "  of  whom  M 
come  spoke,  aa  the" — the  dear  girl  did 
to  say  pedlars,  after  what  I  had  told 
my  origin ;  83  she  added— '^  dealers  in 


5er  is  now  clear.  Mr.  Newcome  said  he 
efed  them  to  join  us  at  Troy,  when  we 
d  proceed  in  the  train  together  as  far  as 
oga.  But  here  comes  Opportunity  herself, 
er  brother  cannot  be  far  off." 

that  moment,  sure  enough,  my  old  ac- 
tance.  Opportunity  Newcome,  came  into 
cm,  a  public  parlour,  with  an  air  of  great 
tisfaction,  and  a  nonchalance  of  manner 
ras  not  a  little  more  peculiar  to  herself 
t  is  to  most  of  her  caste,  I  trembled  for 
^uisc,  since,  to  be  quite  frank  on  a  very 
te  subject.  Opportunity  had  made  so  very 
a  set  at  me — "setting  a  cap"  is  but  a 

phrase  to  express  the  assault  I  had  to 
and — ^as  scarcely  to  leave  a  hope  that  her 
ne  instinct,  increased  and  stimulated  with 
ish  to  be  mistress  of  the  Nest  house, 
possibly  overlook  the  thousand  and  one 
il  peculiarities  that  must  still  remain 
me.  whose  personal  peculiarities  she  had 


CHAPTER  YI. 

"  0,  sic  a  gcck  she  gave  licr  lie: 

And  sic  a  toss  she  gave  her  fc 

Man,  saw  ye  ne'er  a  bonnier  1j 

Before,  among  the  blooming  I 

Alla 

"  Ah  !  here  nrc  some  chan 
Tignettcsr  cried  Opportunity,  rii 
tabic  where  lay  some  inferior  cole 
ings,  that  were  intended  to  r 
cardinal  virtues,  under  the  fonn 
female  beauties.  The  workmanshif 
as  were  the  inscriptions.  Now, 
knew  just  enough  French  to  tra 
inscriptions,  simple  and  school-^ 
were,  as  wrong  as  they  could  possi 
lated,  under  the  circumstances." 
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Solitude;  La  Charity,  The  Charity.  It  is 
realJv  delightful,  Mary,  as  '  Sarah  Soothings' 
would  say,  to  meet  with  these  glimmerings  of 
ta?fe  in  this  wilderness  of  the  world." 
I  wondered  who  the  deuce  "  Sarah  Sooth- 
ings'' could  be,  but  afterwards  learned  this  was 
^^0  mm-de^uerre  o(  a  female  contributor  to  the 
magazines,  who,  I  dare  say,  silly  as  she  might 
be,  was  never  silly  enough  to  record  the  senti- 
ments Opportunity  had  just  professed  to  repeat. 
\3  for  T/ie  la  Charite,  and  The  la  Vertuey  they 
did  not  in  the  least  surprise  me ;  for  Martha, 
the  hussy,  often  made  herself  merry  by  record- 
ing that  young  lady's  tours  de  force  in  French. 
On  one  occa&ion  I  remember  she  wrote  mc, 
that  when  Opportunity  wished  to  say  On  est 
ttnu  me  eherchery  instead  of  saying  "  I  am  come 
for,"  in  homely  English,  which  would  have  been 
the  best  of  all,  she  had  flown  off  in  the  liigh 
flight  of  *^Je  SHIS  temis  pour.^ 

ilary  smiled,  for  she  comprehended  perfectly 
the  difference  between  la  Solitude  and  the  Soli- 
tude; but  she  said  nothing.     I  must  acknow- 
Je<^  that  I  was  so  indiscreet  as  to  smile  also, 
thoog^.  Opportunity's  backbeing  turned  towards 
0^  these   mutual    signs  of  intelligence   that 
escaped  us  both  through  the  eyes,  opened  a 
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species  of  communication  that,  to  me  at  \& 
was  infinitely  agreeable. 

Opportunity,  iiaving  shown  the  owner  of 
strange  figure  at  wliich  she  had  just  glanced 
entering  the  room,  that  she  had  studied  Frea 
now  turned  to  take  a  better  look  at  him. 
have  reason  to  thiuk  my  appearance  did  i 
make  a  very  happy  impression  on  her ;  for  i 
tossed  her  head,  drew  a  chair,  seated  herself 
the  manner  most  opposr^d  to  the  descent 
down,  and  opened  her  bud;;et  of  news,  withi 
the  least  regard  to  my  presence,  and  apparen 
with  as  little  attention  to  the  wishes  and  tas 
of  her  companions.  Her  accent,  and  jumpii 
hitching  mode  of  speaking,  with  the  high  I 
in  which  she  uttered  her  sentiments,  too, 
grated  on  my  ears,  which  had  become  a  lit 
accustomed  to  different  habits,  in  young  la^ 
in  particular,  in  the  other  hemisphere.  I  o 
fcss  myself  to  be  one  of  those  who  regard 
even,  quiet,  graceful  mode  of  utterance,  as  e^ 
a  greater  charm  in  a  woman  than  beauty. 
effect  is  more  lasting,  and  seems  to  be  direc 
connected  with  the  character.  Mary  War 
not  only  pronounced  like  one  accustomed 
good  society ;  but  the  modulations  of  her  voi 
which  was  singularly  sweet  by  nature,  w 
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^'cii  and  agreeable,  as  is  usual  with  well-bred 
^^men,  and  as  far  as  possible  from  the  jerking, 
**^ttcrl!ig,  now  rapid,  now  drawling  manner  of 
^jwrtunity.  Perhaps,  in  this  age  of  "  loose 
^tire,"  loose  habits,  and  free  and  easy  deport* 
^ent,  the  speech  denotes  the  gentleman,  or  the 
my,  more  accurately  than  any  other  off-hand 
test 

"  Sen  IS  enough  to  wear  out  anybody's  pa- 
tience!" exclaimed  Opportunity.  "We  must 
quit  Troy  in  half  an  hour ;  and  I  have  visits 
tlat  I  ought  to  pay  to  Miss  Jones,  and  Miss 
^te,  and  Miss  Black,  and  Miss  Green,  and 
ilias  Brown,  and  three  or  four  others  ;  and  I 
«n't  get  him  to  come  near  me." 

"  Why  not  go  alone  ?"  asked  Mary,  quietly. 
"  It  18  but  a  step  to  two  or  three  of  the  houses, 
and  you  cannot  possibly  lose  your  way.  I  will 
go  with  you,  if  you  desire  it." 

" (AI  lose  my  way?  no,  indeed  1  I  know  it 
too  well  for  that.  I  wasn't  educated  in  Troy,  not 
to  know  something  of  the  streets.  But  it  looks 
•0,  to  8CC  a  young  lady  walking  in  the  streets 
^^ithoatabeau !  I  never  wish  to  cross  a  room  in 
j.  coQ^Muiy  without  a  beau ;  much  less  to  cross  a 
■toect.  No ;  if  Sen  don't  come  in  soon,  I  shall 
■ha  aeeing  every  one  of  my  friends,  and  that 
h3 


ll 


a.^kod  .Mr.  Wiirrcn.   "It  will  af 
to  be  of  service  to  you.*' 

'*  Lord !  ^Ir.  Warren,  you  dc 
ting  up  for  a  beau  at  your  time 
Everybody  would  see  that  you'i 
and  I  might  just  as  well  go  alor 
don't  come  in  at  once,  I  must 
and  the  young  ladies  will  be  so  p 
I  know  1  Araminta  Maria  wrote 
particular  manner,  never  to  gc 
without  stopping  to  see  her,  if 
other  mortal;    and  Katherine 
much  as  said  she  would  never 
passed  her  door.     But  Seneca  ca 
the  friendships  of  young  ladies,  t 
Miss  Newcome  pronounced  this 
notwitlistanding    her    education 
"been,"  "  ben,"  and  fifty  others 
out  of  the  common  way — "  Bui 
no  more  for  th^  fri*»T»rioi»;ni*-  ^r — 
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Nothing  but  think  and  talk  of  *  rents,'  and  *  aris- 
tocracy/ and  *  poodle  usages/  from  morning  till 

We  all  smiled  at  the  little  mistake  of  Miss 
Opportunity,  but  it  was  of  no  great  conse- 
quence; and  I  dare  say  she  knew  what  she  meant 
ts  well  as  most  others  who  use  the  same  term, 
though  they  spell  it  more  accurately.  "  Poodle 
usages"  arc  quite  as  applicable  to  anything  now 
existing  in  America,  as  **  feudal  usages." 

"  Your  brother  is  then  occupied  with  a  mat- 
ter of  the  last  importance  to  the  community  of 
whiclihe  is  a  member,"  answered  the  clergyman, 
gnvely.  "  On  the  termination  of  this  anti-rent 
question  hangs,  in  my  judgment,  a  vast  amount 
of  the  future  character,  and  much  of  the  future 
dcrtiny,  of  New  York." 

"I  wonder  now  1     I'm  surprised  to  hear  you 

ttT  this,   Mr.   Warren,  for  generally  you're 

thought  to  be  unfriendly  to  the  movement. 

Sen  gays,  however,  that  everything  looks  well, 

nd  that  he  believes  the  tenants  will  get  their 

luids  throughout  the  State  before  they  ve  done 

vith  it      He  tells  me  we  shall  have  Injins 

enough  this  summer  at  Ravensnest.     The  visit 

ct  old  Mrs.  Littlepage  has  raised  a  spirit  that 

win  not  easily  be  put  down,  he  says." 


n  s])Irit/  a>  you  c:ill  it.  in  ai 
"-^  tlie  coiiiurvr" 

'*0h:  you're  episcopal,  ; 
we  all  tnow  how  the  Episco] 
matters.  But,  for  my  part, 
Littlepages  are  a  bit  better  tl 
though  I  won't  liken  them 
name  at  Ravensnest;  but  I 
are  any  better  than  you,  y( 
should  they  ask  so  much  moi 
other  folks?" 

"I  am  not  aware  that  th< 
the  law  than  others;  and,  if 
they  obtain  less.  The  law  i 
virtually  administered  by  juro 
care  to  graduate  justice,  so  f« 
a  scale  suited  to  their  own  opi 
often,  to  their  prejudices.  A 
universaUy  opposed  to  persons 
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^t  to  a  Littlepage,  any  more  than  a  Littlc- 
Page  should  pay  rent  to  him." 

"lam  sorry  to  hear  it,  since  there  is  a  very 
sufficient  reason  for  the  former,  and  no  reason 
*t  all  for  the  hitter.  Your  brother  uses  the 
lind  of  Mr.  Littlepage,  and  that  is  a  reason 
thy  he  should  pay  him  rent.  If  the  case  were 
rerersed,  then,  indeed,  IVlr.  Littlepage  should 
pay  rent  to  your  brother." 

"But  what  reason  is  there  that  these  Little- 
pages  should  go  on  from  father  to  son,  from 
generation  to  generation,  as  our  landlords,  when 
we're  just  as  good  as  they  ?  It's  time  there  was 
aome  change.  Besides,  only  think,  we've  been  at 
the  mills,  now,  hard  upon  eighty  years,  grandpa 
Ittring  first  settled  there ;  and  we  have  had 
them  very  mills,  now,  for  three  generations 
aiQongus." 

"High  time,  therefore.  Opportunity,  that 
there  should  be  some  change,"  put  in  Mary, 
with  a  demure  smile. 

"Oh I  you're  so  intimate  with  Marthy  Littlc- 

pige,  I'm  not  surprised  at  anything  you  think 

or  say.    But  reason  is  reason,  for  all  that.     I 

ImTen't  the  least  grudge  in  the  world  against 

joong    Hugh    Littlepage;    if   foreign    lands 

hsTen't  spoilt  him,  as  they  say  they're  desperate 


.7  '  nAVEX>NEST: 

n;.r  xo  iL*.  ho*s  an  agreeable  young  gontf^'^"''*'-' 
and  I  can  t  say  tliat  /le  used  to  think  hini^el/ 
any  better  than  other  folks." 

"  I  should  say  none  of  the  family  are  justly 
liable  to  the  charge  of  so  doing,"  returned 
]Mary. 

'•AVcll,  I'm  amazed  to  hear  you  say  AaU 
Mary  AVarren,     To  my  taste,  Marthy  Little- 
jjjigc  IS  as  disagreeable  as  she  can  be.     If  the 
anti-rent  cause  had  nobody  better  than  she  Ista 
oppose  it,  it  would  soon  triumpli." 

'"•  May  I  ask,  "Miss  Xewcome,  what  particular 
reason  you  have  for  so  thinking?"'  asked  Mr. 
Warren,  who  had  kept  his  eye  on  the  young 
lady  the  whole  time  she  had  been  thus  running 
on,  with  an  interest  that  struck  me  as  somewhat 
exaggerated,  when  one  remembered  thecharacter 
of  the  speaker,  and  the  value  of  her  remarks. 

"  I  think  so,  ]Mr.  Warren,  because  everybody 
says  so,"  was  the  answer.  "  If  Marthy  Little- 
page  don't  think  herself  better  than  other  folks, 
why  don't  she  act  like  other  folks?  Nothing  is 
good  enough  for  her  in  her  own  conceit." 

Poor  little  Patt,  who  was  the  very  beau  iMal 
of  nature  and  simplicity,  as  nature  and  Bim- 
plicity  manifest  themselves  under  the  influence 
of  refinement  and    good-breeding,   was  here 
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•ccuged  of  fancying  herself  better   than  this 

ambitious  young  lady,  for  no  other  reason  than 

tie  fact  of  the  little  distinctive  peculiarities  of 

iierairand  dei)ortnient,  which  Opportunity  had 

found  utterly  unattainable,  after   one  or  two 

effi)rts  to  compass  them.     In  this  very  fact  is 

lie  secret  of  a  thousand  of  the  absurdities  and 

ricee  that  are  going  up  and  down  the  land  at 

this  moment,  like  raging  lions,  seeking  whom 

thev  may  devour.      Men  often  turn  to  their 

statute-books    and    constitution    to    find   the 

WQrccs  of  obvious  evils,  that,  in  truth,  have 

their  origin  in  some  of  the  lowest  passions  of 

Iniman  nature.      The   entrance   of  Seneca  at 

that  moment,  however,  gave  a  new  turn  to  the 

iscourse,  though  it  continued  substantially  the 

B»me.    I  remarked  that  Seneca  entered  with 

his  hat  on,  and  that  he  kept  his  head  covered 

during  most  of  the  interview  that  succeeded, 

notwithstanding  the  presence  of  the  two  young 

hdies  and  the  divine.     As  for  myself,  I  had 

been  80  free  as  to  remove  my  cap,  though  mnny 

flight  suppose  it  was  giving  myself  airs,  while 

€iAers  would  have  imagined  it  was  manifesting 

A  d^ree  of  respect  to  human  beings  that  was 

altogether  unworthy  of  freemen.     It  is  getting 

to  be  a  thing  bo  particular  and  aristocratic  to 


._ v4,.xiiii|uuiiL  urotner  toi 

ing  sooner  to  net  as  her  ])eau  ;  aft( 
perniltted  him  to  say  a  word  for  hii 
Seneca  was  in  high  good-humoiirj 
enough  to  be  seen;  he  even  nibb- 
together  in  the  excess  of  his  dclighi 

"  Something  has  happened  to  p 
cried  the  sister,  her  own  mouth 
grin,  in  her  expectation  of  coming  in 
of  the  gratification.  "  I  wish  you 
him  to  tell  us  what  it  is,  Mary;  he 
anything." 

I  cannot  describe  how  harshly  t 
grated  on  my  nerves.  The  thought 
Warren  could  consent  to  exercise 
most  distant  influence  over  such  j 
Seneca  Newcome,  was  to  the  last  < 
pleasant  to  me;  and  I  could  ha' 
that  she  would  openly  and  indigna 
the  notion.      But  Mary  Warren   ti 


\ 
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I«««%e  or  displeasure ;  but  a  cold  indifference 
'•*>  if  anything,  uppermost  in  her  planner. 
fottiUy,  I  ehould  have  been  content  with  this; 
Mtlfound  it  very  difficult  to  be  so.  Seneca, 
I  ioferer,  did  not  wait  for  Miss  Warren  to 
I  am  her  influence  to  induce  him  to  talk,  but 
f  fpetred  well  enough  disposed  to  do  it  of  his 
.  oni  accord. 

"Something  has  happened  to  please  me,  I 
Bust  own,*'  he  answered ;  "  and  I  would  as 
Hef  ilr.  Warren  should  know  what  it  is,  as  not. 
Things  go  ahead  finely  among  us  anti-renters, 
tnd  we  shall  carry  all  our  p'ints  before  long !" 

**  I  wish  I  were  certain  no  points  would  be 
carried  but  those  that  ought  to  be  carried,  Mr. 
Xewcome,"  was  the  answer.  "  But  what  has 
fctRwied,  lately,  to  give  a  new  aspect  to  the 
afiir?" 

"  We're  gaining  strength  among  the  politi- 
citDs.  Both  sides  are  beginning  to  court  us, 
aid  the  *  spirit  of  the  institutions'  will  shortly 
fluke  themselves  respected." 

~  I  am  delighted  to  hear  that!  It  is  in  the 
Btention  of  the  institutions  to  repress  covetous- 
lesB,  and  oncharitableness,  and  all  frauds,  and 
>  do  nothing  but  what  is  right,"  observed  Mr. 
rarren. 


174  ravensnbst; 

"  Ah !  here  comes  my  friend  the  tr 
jeweller,"  said  Seneca,  interupting  the 
man,  in  order  to  salute  my  uncle,  who 
instant  showed  himself  in  the  door  of  tl 
cap  in  hand.  "  Walk  in,  Mr.  Dafidso 
that  is  your  name;  Kev.  Mr.  Warrei 
Mary  Warren — Miss  Opportunity  N< 
my  sister,  wlio  will  be  glad  to  look 
wares.  The  cars  will  be  detained  c 
special  business,  and  we  have  plenty 
before  us.'' 

All  this  was  done  with  a  coolness  ai 
fercncc  of  manner  which  went  to  sh 
Seneca  had  no  scruples  whatever  on  the 
of  whom  he  introduced  to  any  one.  A 
uncle,  accustomed  to  these  free  and  ea 
ners,  and  probably  not  absolutely  con? 
the  figure  he  cut  in  his  disguise,  he 
rather  too  much  like  a  gentleman  for  or 
present  calling,  though  my  previous  exp 
of  our  own  connexion  and  fallen  forti 
luckily  prepared  the  way  for  this  dcpon 

"  Come  in,  Mr.  Dafidson,  and  open  3 
— ^my  sister  may  fancy  some  of  your  i 
I  never  knew  a  girl  that  didn't.** 

The  imaginary  pedlar  entered,  anc 
his  box  on  a  table  near  which  I  was  8 


OR,   THE   BEDSKINS.  175 

the  whole  party  immediately  gathering  around 

It    My  presence  had  attracted  no  particular 

attention  from  either  Seneca  or  his  sister,  the 

room  being  public,  and  my  connexion  with  the 

rendor  of  trinkets  known.     In  the  mean  time, 

Seneca  was  too  full  of  his  good  news  to  let  the 

wibject  drop ;  while  the  watches,  rings,  chains, 

hrooches,  bracelets,  &c.  &c,  were  passed  under 

examination. 

"Yes,  Mr.  Warren,  I  trust  we  are  about  to 
have  a  complete  development  of  the  spirit  of 
onr  institutions,  and  that  in  futur'  there  will  be 
no  privileged  classes  in  New  York,  at  least." 

"The  last  will  certainly  be  a  great  gain,  sir,'' 
the  divine  coldly  answered.  "  Hitherto,  those 
who  have  most  suppressed  the  truth,  and  who 
have  most  contributed  to  the  circulation  of 
flattering  falsehoods,  have  had  undue  advan- 
tages in  America." 

Seneca,  obviously  enough,  did  not  like  this 
^litiment ;  but  I  thought,  by  his  manner,  that 
he  was  somewhat  accustomed  to  meeting  with 
^^  rebuffs  from  Mr.  Warren. 

*'I  suppose  you  will  admit  there  are  privi- 
leged classes  now  among  us,  Mr.  Warren?" 
'    **  I  am  ready  enough  to  allow  that,  sir ;  it  is 
*^plain  to  be  denied." 


17t>  ravexsnest; 

"  Wa-all,  I  should  like  to  hear  you  p'lnt  c^ 
out ;  that  I  might  see  if  we  agree  in  our  sent'^ 
ments." 

"Demagogues  are  a  highly  privileged  difl* 
The  editors  of  newspapers  are  another  higUy 
privileged  class ;  doing  things,  daily  and  hooilft 
which  set  all  law  and  justice  at  defiance,  and 
invading,  with  perfect  impunity,  the  most  pre- 
cious rights  of  their  fellow-citizens.  The 
power  of  both  is  enormous  ;  and,  as  in  all  casw 
of  great  and  irresponsible  power,  both  cn(ff- 
niously  abuse  it." 

"  AVa-all,  that's  not  my  way  of  thinking  at 
all.     In  my  judgment,  the  privileged  classes  in 
this  country  arc  your  patroons  and  your  land- 
lords ;    men  that's  not  sat'isfied  with  a  reason- 
able quantity  of  land,  but  who  wish  to  hold 
more  than  the  rest  of  their  fellow-creatur's." 

"  I  am  not  aware  of  a  single  privilege  that 
any  patroon — of  whom,  by  the  way,  there  nf7 
longer  exists  one,  except  in  name — or  any 
landlord,  possesses  over  any  one  of  his  fellow- 
citizens." 

"Do  you  call  it  no  privilege  for  a  man  to 
hold  all  the  land  there  may  happen  to  be  in  a 
township  ?  I  call  that  a  great  privilege ;  and 
such  as  no  man  should  have  in  a  free  country. 
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.Other  pe(^le  want  land  as  well  as  your  Van 
Bensselaers  and  Littlepages;  and  other  people 
mean  to  have  it,  too.'' 

"On  that  principle^  every  man  who  owns 

more  of  any  one  thing  than  his  neighbour  is 

privileged.     Even  I,  poor  as  I  am,  and  am 

belieyed  to  be,  am  privileged  over  you,  Mr. 

Newcome.     I  own  a  cassock,  and  have  two 

gowB^  one  old  and  one  new,  and  various  other 

tilings  of  the  sort,  of  which  you  have  not  one. 

What  is  more,   I  am   privileged  in   another 

senae;  since  I  can  wear  my  cassock  and  gown, 

*nd  bands,  and  (fo  wear  them  often ;  whereas 

you  cannot  wear  one    of   them  all    without 

^ing  yourself  laughed  at." 

"Oh!  but  them  are  not  privileges  I  care 
^ything  about ;  if  I  did  I  would  put  on  the 
tl%8,  as  the  law  does  not  prohibit  it." 

"I  b^  your  pardon,  Mr.  Newcome ;  the  law 
^oes  prohibit  you  from  wearing  my  cassock  and 
^wn  contrary  to  my  wishes." 
*  "Wa-all,  wa-all,  Mr.  Warren;  we  never 
^  quarrel  about  that ;  I  don't  desire  to  wear 
your  cassock  and  gown." 

"1  understand  you,  then;  it  is  only  the 
^Hngs  that  you  desire  to  use  that  you  deem  it  a 
privilege  for  the  law  to  leave  me." 
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''I  am  afraid  we  shall  never  agree,  J 
Warren,  about  this  anti-rent  business;  «. 
I'm  very  sorry  for  it,  as  I  wish  particularly 
think  as  you  do,"  glancing  his  eye  most  pr 
fanely  towards  Alary  as  he  spoke.  "  I  am  C 
the  movement-principle,  while  you  are  tt 
much  for  the  stand-still  doctrine." 

^^I  am  certainly  for  remaining  statioiuir 
Mr.  Newcome,  if  progress  mean  taking  awi 
the  property  of  old  and  long  established  famib 
in  the  country,  to  give  it  to  those  whose  mm 
are  not  to  be  found  in  our  history  ;  or,  mdee( 
to  give  it  to  any  but  those  to  whom  it  rightfull 
belongs." 

"  We  shall  never  agree,  my  dear  sir,  we  sha 
never  agree ;"  then,  turning  towards  my  unc 
with  the  air  of  superiority  that  the  vulgar  i 
easily  assume — "  What  do  you  say  to  all  tU 
friend  Dafidson— are  you  up-rent  or  dow: 
rent?" 

"  Ja,  mynheer,"  was  the  quiet  answer;  * 
always  downs  mit  der  rent  vens  I  leave  a  hoi 
or  a  garten.  It  is  goot  to  pay  dc  debts ;  ja, 
ist  herr  goot." 

This  answer  caused  tlic  clergyman  and 
daughter  to  smile,  while  Opportunity  laugl 
outright 
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won't  make  much  of  your  Dutch  friend, 
ed  this  buoyant  young  lady;  ^'  he  says 
t  to  keep  on  paying  rent  I" 
rehend  Mr.  Dafidson  does  not  exactly 
d  the  case,"  answered  Seneca,  who 
1  deal  disconcerted,  but  was  bent  on 
ig  his  point.  "  I  have  understood  you 
t  you  are  a  man  of  liberal  principles, 
3on,  and  that  you've  come  to  America 
the  light  of  intelligence  and  the 
a  free  government." 
en  I  might  coome  to  America,  I  say, 
'tis  a  goot  coontry,  vliere  an  honest 
;  haf  vhat  he  'ams,  ant  keep  it,  too. 
t  ist  vhat  I  say,  ant  vhat  I  dinks." 
erstand  you,  sir ;  you  come  from  a 
5  world  where  the  nobles  eat  up  the 
land,  taking  the  poor  man's  share  as 

own,  to  live  in  a  country  where  the 
soon  w^ill  be,  so  equal  that  no  citizen 
o  talk  about  his  estates^  and  hurt  the 
such  as  haven't  got  any." 
le  80  well  affected  an  innocent  per- 

the  drift  of  this  remark  as  to  make 
*in  spite  of  an  effort  to  conceal  it. 
men  saw   that  smile,  and  another 

intelligence  was  exchanged  between 
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US ;  though  the  young  lady  immediately  w3 
drew  her  look^  a  little  consciously  and  wit! 
slight  blush. 

"  I  say  that  you  like  equal  laws  and  eq 
privileges,  friend  Dafidson,"  continued  Sem 
with  emphasis;  "and  that  you  have  seen 
much  of  the  evils  of  nobility  and  of  feudal 
pression  in  the  old  world,  to  wish  to  fall  in  ^ 
them  in  the  new." 

"  Der  noples  ant  der  feudal  privileges,  isl 
goot,"  answered  the  trinket-pedlar,  shaking 
Jiead  with  an  appearance  of  great  distaste. 

"  Ay,  I  knew  it  would  be  so ;  you  see, 
AVarrcn,  no  man  who  has  ever  lived  und 
feudal  system  can  ever  feel  othei'wise.'' 

"  But  what  have  we  to  do  with  feudal 
tems,   Mr.  Ncwcomc?  and  what  is   there 
conunon  between  the  landlords  of  New  Ti 
and  the  nobles  of  Europe,  and  between  t 
leases  and  feudal  tenures?" 

"  AVliat  is  there?  A  vast  deal  too  much 
take  my  word  for  it  Do  not  our  very 
vemors,  even  while  ruthlessly  calling  on 
citizen  to  murder  another ^ 

"  Nay,  nay,  Mr.  Newcome,*'  interrupted  I 
Warren,  laugliing,  "  the  governors  call  oi 
cilizt^aa  not  to  murder  each  other." 
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inderetand  you.  Miss  Mary;  but  we  shall 
ntf-renters  of  you  both  before  we  are 
Surely,  sir,  there  is  a  great  deal  too 
semblance  between  the  nobles  of  Eu- 
i  our  landlords,  when  the  honest  and 
1  tenants  of  the  lait  are  obliged  to  pay 
or  permission  to  live  on  the  very  land 
Y  till,  and  which  they  cause  to  bring 
increase." 

men  who  are  not  noble  let  their  lands 
•e;  nay,  the  very  serfs,  as  they  become 
obtain  riches,  buy  lands  and  let  them 
>arts  of  the  old  world,  as  I  have  heard 

ieudal,  sir.  The  whole  system  is  per- 
nd  feudal,  serf  or  no  serf." 
Mr.  Newcome,"  said  Mary  Warren, 
though  with  a  sort  of  demure  irony  in 
ner  that  said  she  was  not  without 
and  understood  herself  very  weU, 
ou  let  your  land — ^land  that  you  lease, 
which  you  do  not  own,  except  as  you 
ym  Mr.  LitUepage." 
i  gave  a  hem,  and  was  evidently  dis- 
I;  but  he  had  too  much  of  the  game  of 
fmgreBBiye  movement — ^which  merely 
lead  in  changes,  though  they  may  lead 
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to  the  devil — to  give  the  matter  up.  Bepeatii 
the  hem,  more  to  clear  his  brain  than  to  de 
his  throat,  he  hit  upon  his  answer,  and  brougl 
it  out  with  something  very  like  triumph. 

"  That  is  one  of  the  evils  of  the  present  syi 
tern,  Miss  Mary.  Did  I  own  the  two  or  thre 
fields  you  mean,  and  to  attend  to  which  I  luw 
no  leisure,  I  might  sell  them ;  but  now  it  is  in 
possible,  since  I  can  give  no  deed.  The  inBtaii 
uiy  poor  uncle  dies — and  he  can't  survive 
week,  being,  as  you  must  know,  nearly  gone- 
the  whole  property,  mills,  tavern,  farms,  timba 
lot  and  all,  fall  in  to  young  Hugh  Littlepag* 
who  is  off  frolicking  in  Europe,  doing  no  goo 
to  himself  or  others,  I'll  venture  to  say,  if  th 
truth  were  known.  That  is  another  of  th 
hardships  of  the  feudal  system;  it  enables  oa 
man  to  travel  in  idleness,  wasting  his  sul 
stance  in  foreign  lands,  while  it  keeps  anothe 
at  home,  at  the  plough-handles  and  the  ctf 
tail." 

"  And  why  do  you  suppose  Mr.  Hug 
Littlepage  wastes  his  substance,  and  is  doiflj 
himself  and  country  no  good  in  foreign  Imi 
Mr.  Newcome?  That  is  not  at  all  the  chartfsU 
I  hear  of  him,  nor  is  it  the  result  that  I  expec 
to  see  fix)m  his  travels." 
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''The  money  he  spends  in  Europe  might  do 

a  YMt  deal  of  good  at  Kavensnest,  sir." 
"For  my  part,  my  dew  sir,"  put  in  Mary 

ifUD,  in  her  quiet  but  pungent  way,  "  I  think 
it  remarkable  that  neither  of  our  late  governors 
hkiBeen  fit  to  enumerate  the  facts  just  men- 
tioned by  Mr.  Newcome  among  those  that  arc 
opposed  to  the  spirit  of  the  institutions.  It  is, 
indeed,  a  great  hardship  that  Mr.  Seneca  New- 
come  cannot  sell  Mr.  Hugh  Littlepage's  land. 

''I  complain  less  of  that,"  cried  Seneca,  a 
little  hastily,  ^^  than  of  the  circumstance  that  all 
iny  rights  in  the  property  must  go  with  the 
death  of  my  uncle.  That,  at  least,  Ibven  you, 
Mies  Mary,  must  admit  is  a  great  hiu'dship." 

"  If  your  uncle  were  unexpectedly  to  revive, 
and  Uve  twenty  years,  Mr.  Newcome " 

"No,  no.  Miss  Mary,"  answered  Seneca, 
fluking  his  head  in  a  melancholy  manner;  "tAai 
»  absolutely  impossible.  It  would  not  surprise 
^  to  find  him  dead  and  buried  on  our  return." 

''But,  admit  that  you  may  be  mistaken,  and 
4at  jrour  lease  should  continue — ^you  would 
•fll  have  a  rent  to  pay  ?" 

"Of  that  I  wouldn't  complain  in  the  least, 
**  ^Ir.  Dunning,  Littlepage's  agent,  will  just 
pfOQuse,  in  as  much  as  half  a  sentence,  that  we 
I  2 


^. 


fully.  "I'm  delighted  to 
for  it  is  soinething  to  have 
us  whose  simple  promises,  i 
have  so  much  value !  It 
their  example  will  not  be  1 

"  Mr.  Newcome  has  mac 
also  glad  to  hear/'  added  ]$ 
father  had  done  speaking, 
to  accept  a  new  lease  on 
proof  that  he  has  been  livii 
gain  for  himself  hitherto, 
the  present  moment  he  h; 
party." 

This  was  very  simply  si 
Seneca  amazingly.  As 
delighted  with  it,  and  coi 
pretty,  wch  creature  who  1 
remark ;  though  I  wiU  own 
have  been  done  without  ai 
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faiTOoped  to  present  himself  to  the  eyes  of 
oompanions  in  another. 

There  is  one  thing,  Mr.  Warren,  that  I 
:  jou  will  admit  ought  not  to  be,"  he  cried, 
inglj,  "  whatever  Miss  Mary  thinks  about 
id  that  is,  that  the  Littlepage  pew  in  your 
b  ought  to  come  down." 
will  not  say  that  much,  Mr.  Newcome, 
b  I  rather  think  my  daughter  will.  I 
e,  my  dear,  you  are  of  Mr.  Newcome's 
f  thinking  in  respect  to  this  canopied  pew, 
80  in  respect  to  the  old  hatchments  ?" 
wish  neither  was  in  the  church,"  answered 
in  a  low  voice. 

m  that  moment  I  w^as  fully  resolved 
r  should  be,  as  soon  as  I  got  into  a  eitua- 
>  control  the  matter. 

D  that  I  agree  with  you  entirely,  my 
'  resumed  the  clergyman  ;  "  and  were  it 
r  this  movement  connected  with  the  rents, 
e  false  principles  that  have  been  so  boldly 
need  of  late  years,  I  might  have  taken  on 
r  the  authority,  as  rector,  to  remove  the 
Dents.  Even  according  to  the  laws  con- 
1  with  the  use  of  such  things,  they  should 
leen  taken  away  a  generation  or  two  back. 
the  pew,  it  is  a  different  matter.    It  is 


TrViTc  rr.c^—:  wi?  c«?n«tructed  with 
:-:ir:L.  t'zLz  -ari?  boilt  itself  bv  the  joint  li' 
rilirr  ::  -'zk  Li—IrC-azes  and  mother  Trinit 
ini  ::  -^ruli  *•:  i  m.-^i  tm^iracious act  tound' 
:jiv  M  -kstr:-  ::  under  such  circumstanc 
mi   zi:r»r   er^^j'jillv    in    the    absence   of 

"  Y:u  a^ree,  ho^i^ever.  that  it  ought  not 
">;•  thir*:  r'  tiikei  Seneoa.  with  exultation. 

••  I  '.viih  wi:h  all  mv  heart  it  were  not. 
'iiilike  every  thin^  like  worldly  distinction 
the  h:ii?o  of  G'>J:  and  heraldic  emblems^ 
yiartiouLir.  seem  to  iv.e  very  much  out  of  pl« 
where  the  cniss  is  seen  to  be  in  its  proj 
place." 

"  Wa-all,  now,  ilr.  Warren,  I  can't  say 
much  fancy  crosses  about  churches  eith 
VThixi  's  the  use  in  raising  vain  distinctions 
any  sort.  A  church  is  but  a  hoiise^  after  i 
and  ought  so  to  be  regarded." 

"  True,"  said  Mary,  firmly ;  "  but  the  ho 
of  God." 

"Yes,  yes,  wc  all  know,  Miss  Mary,  t 
you  Episcopalians  look  more  at  outward  thii 
and  more  respect  outward  things,  than  moe 
the  other  denominations  of  the  country." 

"  Do  you  call  leases  *  outward  thimra,'  ; 
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^eHTCome?"  asked  Mary,  archly;  "and  con- 
tncts,  and  bargains,  and  promises,  and  the 
^t8  of  property,  and  the  obligation  to  ^  do  as 
jm  would  be  done  by  ?' " 

"Law!  good  folks,"  cried  Opportunity,  who 
ittd  been  all  this  time  tumbling  over  the  trinkets, 
*I  wish  it  was  '  down  with  the  rent'  for  ever, 
with  all  my  heart ;  and  that  not  another  word 
might  ever  be  said  on  the  subject.  Here  is  one 
rfthe  prettiest  pencils,  Mary,  I  ever  did  see; 
ttd  its  price  is  only  four  dollars.  I  wish.  Sen, 
7ou^d  let  the  rent  alone,  and  make  me  a  present 
tf  this  very  pencil." 

As  this  was  an  act  of  which  Seneca  had  not 
tke  least  intention  of  being  guilty,  he  merely 
^tufted  his  hat  from  one  side  of  hb  head  to  the 
^»,  began  to  whistle,  and  then  he  coolly  left 
the  room.  My  uncle  Ro  profited  by  the  occa- 
^^  to  beg  Miss  Opportunity  would  do  him  the 
i^OQour  to  accept  the  pencil  as  an  offering  from 


**You  an't  surely  in  earnest!"  exclaimed 
Oppwtunity,  flushing  up  with  surprise  and 
pJeasare.  "  Why,  you  told  me  the  price  was 
^oor  dollars ;  and  even  that  seems  to  me  des- 
P»ate  littler 

''I>at  ist  de  price  to  anudder,"    said    the 


"  That  I  will :  and  get  you  i 
House,  in  the  bargaiu,  *'  cried 
pocketing  the  pencil  without  fur 

In  the  mean  time  my  uncle  £ 
neat  seal,  the  handsomest  he 
pure  metal,  and  having  a  real  t 
offered  it  to  Mary  Warren,  ^ 
bow.  I  watched  the  clergyman's 
anxiety,  as  I  witnessed  the  pi 
galantMey  doubting  and  hoping  f 
of  the  ingenuous  and  beautiful  c 
her  to  whom  the  offering  was  ; 
coloured,  smiled,  seemed  embarra 
feared,  for  a  single  moment  doubtii 
have  been  mistaken,  as  she  drew 
the  sweetest  manner  possible,  decl 
the  present.  I  saw  that  Opporti 
just  adopted  a  different  course  add 
to  her  embarrassment,  as  otherwi 
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instead  of  one  in  the  station  that  my  uncle  Ro 
Ud  Yoluntarily  assumed.     When  this  offering 
was  made,  the  pretended  pedlar  was  ignorant 
«lt(^ther  of  the  true  characters  of  the  clergy- 
man and  his  daughter,  not  even  knowing  that 
ke  saw  the  rector  of  St  Andrew's,  Bavensnest. 
But  the  manner  of  Mary  at  once  disabused  him 
of  an  error  into  which  he  had  fallen  through 
W  association  with  Opportunity,  and  he  now 
4rew  back  himself  with  perfect  tact,  bowing 
vd  i^logizing  in  a  way  that  I  thought  must 
certainly  betray  his  disguise.     It  did  not,  how- 
ever; for    Mr.   Warren,   with  a  smile    that 
^ted  equally  satisfaction  at  his  daughter's 
conduct,  and  a  grateful   sense  of  the    other's 
intended  liberality,  but  with  a  simplicity  that 
^w  of  proof,  turned  to  me  and  begged  a  tune 
^0  the  flute  which  I  had  drawn  from  my  pocket 
^d  was  holding  in  my  hand,  as  expecting  some 
8ocKmvitation. 

I'^  I  have  any  accomplishment,  it  is  connected 
^th  music ;  and  particularly  with  the  man^e- 
n>^t  of  the  flute.  On  this  occasion  I  was  not 
^  all  backward  about  showing  off,  and  I  exe- 
cuted tvo  or  three  airs,  from  the  best  masters, 
with  as  much  care  as  if  I  had  been  playing  to  a 
I  3 
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salon  in  one  of  the  best  quarters  of  Park 
could  see  that  Mary  and  her  father  were  b 
surprised  at  the  execution,  and  that  the  f 
was    delighted.      We  had  a  most   agreea 
quarter  of  an  hour  together;  and  might  h 
had  two,  had  not  Opportunity — ^who  was  < 
tainly  well  named,   being   apropos  of  cv€ 
thing — ^bcgan  of  her  own  accord  to  sing,  thoi 
not  without  inviting  Mary  to  join  her. 
the  latter  declined  this  public  exhibition, 
well  as  my  uncle  Ro's  offering,  Seneca's  si 
had  it   all   to   herself;   and  she  sang  no 
than   three    songs,   in    quick   succession, 
altogether  unasked.     I  shall  not  stop  to  ( 
racterizc  the    music    or   the   words   of   tl; 
songs,  any  further  than  to  say  they  were 
more  or  less,  of  the  Jim   Crow   school,  ; 
executed    in    a  way    that    did   them   an 
justice. 

As  it  was  understood  that  we  were  all 
travel  in  the  same  train,  the  interview  lai 
until  we  were  ready  to  proceed;  nor  dw 
absolutely  terminate  then.  As  Mary  and  Op 
tunity  sat  together,  Mr.  Warren  asked  m< 
share  his  seat,  regardless  of  the  hurdy-gui 
though  my  attire,   in    addition    to  its   l> 
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pcrfcctlj  new  and  neat,  was  by  no  means  of 

Ae  ffletn  character  that  it  is  usual  to  see  adorn- 

Bg  street-music  in  general     On  the  whole,  so 

kig  as  the  instrument  was  not  0n  evidencey  I 

night  not  have  seemed  very  much  out  of  place 

«sted  at  Mr.  "Warren's  side.     In  this  manner 

te  proceeded  to  Saratoga,  my  uncle  keeping 

^  a  private  discourse  the  whole   way  with 

Seneca,  on  matters  connected  with  the  rent 

ooTemenL 

As  for  the  divine  and  myself,  we  had  also 
ttiich  interesting  talk  together.  I  was  questioned 
Aont  Europe    in  general,   and   Germany  in 
Pirticalar ;  and  had  reason  to  think  my  answers 
pve  surprise  as  well  as  satisfaction.     It  was 
JK)t  an  easy  matter  to  preserve  the  Doric  of 
Jay  aesomed  dialect,  though  practice  and  fear 
contributed  their  share  to  render  me  content  to 
resort  to  it.     I  made  many  mistakes,  of  course, 
hit  my  listeners  were  not  the  persons  to  discover 
tlienL    I  say  my  listeners,  for  I  soon  ascer- 
tained that  Mary  Warren,  who  sat  on  the  seat 
&ectly  before  us,  was  a  profoundly  attentive 
fiBtener  to  all  that  passed.     This  circumstance 
did  not  lender   me  the  less  communicative, 
tkoagh  it  did  increase  the  desire  I  felt  to  render 
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what  I  eaid  worthy  of  such  a  listener.  As  for 
Opportunity,  she  read  Ji  newspaper  a  little 
while,  munched  an  apple  a  very  little  while,  and 
slept  the  rest  of  the  way.  But  the  journey 
between  modem  Troy  and  Saratoga  is  not  a 
long  one,  and  was  soon  accomplished. 
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CHAPTER  VIL 

"IwillteUyou; 
If  you'll  beatow  a  snum  (of  what  you  have  little). 
Patience,  a  while,  you'll  hear  the  beUy's  anawer." 

Mnrsffius  Aobippa. 

At  the  springs  we  parted,  Mr.  Warren  and 

his  friends  finding  a  conveyance,  with  then*  own 

horses,  in  readiness  to  carry  them  the  remainder 

of  the  distance.     As  for  my  uncle  and  myself, 

it  was  understood  that  we  were  to  get  on  in 

the  best  muiner  we  could,  it  being  expected 

that  we  should  reach  Ravensnest  in  the  course 

of  a  day  or  two.     According  to  the  theory  of 

our  new  business,  we  ought  to  travel  on  foot, 

but  we  had  a  reservation  in  peUo  that  promised 

OS  also  the  relief  of  a  comfortable  wagon  of 

some  sort  or  other. 

"  Well,''  swd  my  unde,  the  moment  we  had 
got  fiur  enough  from  our  new  acquidntances  to 
be  out  of  ear-shot,  **  I  must  say  one  thing  in 
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individuals ;  most  will,  but  some  will  j 
and  I  would  be  punished  soon  enou 
there  a  chance,  but  the  mass  woulc 
Oh  I  we  liave  had  some  precious  disci 
our  comer  of  the  car !  The  two  or  tl 
who  joined  Newcome  are  from  anti- 
tricts,  and  seeing  me  with  their  frie 
reserve  has  been  practised.  One  of  tl 
is  an  anti-rent  lecturer ;  and,  being  6 
didactic,  he  favoured  me  with  som 
arguments,  seriating  ^ 

"Howl  Have  they  got  to  Iccti 
should  have  supposed  the  newspapei 
have  been  the  means  of  circulati; 
ideas." 

"  Oh,  the  newspapers,  like  hogs  s 
too  freely,  have  cut  their  own  throat 
seems  to  be  fashionable,  just  at  this 
not  to  believe  them.     Lecturing  is  1 
moral  lever  of  the  nation  at 'present." 

"  But  a  man  can  lie  in  a  lecture,  a^ 
in  a  newspaper." 

"  Out  of  all  question ;  and  if  man 
lecturers  are  of  the  school  of  this  Mr, 
— *  Lecturer  Holmes,'  as  Seneca  call< 
but,  if  many  are  of  //»  school,  a  pret 
liberty-takers  with  the  truth  must  thej 
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"Y<m  detected  hlm^  then,  in  some  of  these 
iibertiefir 

^b  8  hundred :  nothing  was  easier  than  for 
<Qiuiin  my  situation  to  do  that;  knowing,  as 
'did,  so  much  of  the  history  of  the  land-titles 
tftle  State.  One  of  his  arguments  partakes 
» largely  of  the  weak  side  of  our  system,  that 
I  must  give  it  to  you.  He  spoke  of  the  gravity 
rfthe  disturbances — of  the  importance  to  the 
p^aee  and  character  of  the  State  of  putting  an 
cad  to  them ;  and  then,  by  way  of  corollary  to 
ktt  proposition,  produced  a  scheme  for  changing 

^  titles,  IN  ORDER  TO  SATISFY  THE  PEOPLE  1" 

"  The  people,  of  course,  meaning  the  tenants; 
tke  landlords    and    their    rights    passing   for 


"That  is  one  beautiful  feature  of  the  morality 

'    "*w  eye,  or  a  cheek,  if  you  will — ^but  here  is 

rficffw,  and  highly  Roman  it  is.     A  certain 

portion  of  the  conununity  wish  to  get  rid  of  the 

obligations  of  their  contracts;  and  finding  it 

cunot  be  done  by  law,  they  resort  to  means 

tiitt  are  opposed  to  all  law,  in  order  *to  effect 

tUr  purposes.     Public  law-breakers,  violators 

«f  the  public  peace,  they  make  use  of  their  own 

wiDng  88  an  argument  for  perpetuating  another 

dhat  C8D  be  perpetuated  in  no  other  way.    I 
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have  been  looking  over  some  of  the  papers  cok 
taining  proclamations,  &c^  and  find  that  bo: 
law -makers  and  law-breakers  are  of  one  min' 
as  to  this  cliarmiug  policy.  Without  a  single 
manly  effort  to  put  down  the  atrocious  wrong 
that  Is  meditated,  the  existence  of  tlie  wroog 
itself  Is  made  an  argument  for  meeting  It  with 
concessions,  and  thus  sustaining  it.  Instead  of 
using  the  means  the  institutions  have  provided 
for  putting  down  all  such  unjust  and  illegal 
conibinations,  the  combinations  are  a  sufficient 
reason  of  themselves  why  the  laws  should  be 
altered,  and  wrong  be  done  to  a  few,  in  order 
tliat  many  may  be  propitiated,  and  their  votes 
secured." 

"  This  is  reasoning  that  can  be  used  only 
where  real  grievances  exist.  But  there  are  no 
real  grievances  in  the  case  of  the  tenants.  They 
may  mystify  weak  heads  in  the  instance  of  the 
Manor  leases,  with  their  quarter  sales,  fathenfly 
loads  of  wood,  and  days'  works;  but  my  leaaea 
are  all  on  three  lives,  with  rent  payable  In 
money,  and  with  none  of  the  conditions  thit 
are  called  feudal,  though  no  more  feudal  thai 
any  other  bargain  to  pay  articles  in  kind.  Ou 
might  just  as  well  call  a  bargain  made  by  \ 
butcher  to  deliver  pork  for  a  series  of  year 
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kudsi    However,  feudal  or  not,   my  leases, 

wd  those  of  most  other  landlords,  are  running 

wliVefi;  and  yet,  by  what  I  can  learn,  the  dis- 

coDtent  is  general;  and   the  men   who  have 

Kkmnly  bargained  to  give  up  their  farms  at 

tile  expiration  of  the  lives  are  just  as  warm  for 

tke  *  down-rent'  and  titles  in  fee,  as  the  manor 

tenants  themselves!     They  say  that  the  obli- 

gitioDd  given  for  actual  purchases  arc  beginning 

to  be  discredited." 

"  You  are  quite  right ;  and  there  is  one  of 
tk  frauds  practised  on  the  world  at  large.     In 
tbe  public  documents  only  the  Manor  leases, 
»ith  their  pretended  feudal  covenants  and  their 
perpetuity,  are  kept  in  view,  while  the  combi- 
tttion  goes  to  all  leases,  or  nearly  all,   and 
*rtsdnly  to  all  sorts  of  leases,  where  the  estates 
vc  of  sufficient  extent  to  allow  of  the  tenants 
to  make  head  against  the  landlords.    I  dare  say 
tlteie  are  hundreds  of  tenants,  even  on  the 
property  of  the  Rensselaers,  who  are  honest 
noogh  to  be  willing  to  comply  with  their  con- 
tracts if  the  conspirators  would  let  them;  but 
tk  rapacious  spirit  is  abroad  among  the  occu- 
Jttats  of  other  lands,  as  well  as  among  the 
occnpantB  of  theirs,  and  the  government  con- 
flders  its  existence  a  proof  that  concessions 
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should  be  made.     The  discontented  mu 
appeased,  right  or  not  I** 

"  Did  Seneca  say  anytliiiig  on  the  subj 
his  own  interests?" 

"  He  did ;  not  so  much  in  conversatior 
me,  as  in  the  discourse  he  held  with  *  Le( 
Holmes.'  I  listened  attentively,  happen! 
be  familiar,  through  tradition  and  througl 
sonal  knowledge,  with  all  the  leading  fa 
the  case.  As  you  will  soon  be  called  on 
in  that  matter  for  yourself,  I  may  as  well 
them  to  you.  They  will  serve,  also,  as  j 
to  the  moral  merits  of  the  occupation  o 
the  farms  on  your  estate.  These  are  t 
moreover,  you  would  never  know  by 
statements,  since  all  the  good  bargaii 
smothered  in  silence,  while  those  that  ma 
sibly  have  been  a  little  unfavourable  1 
tenant  are  proclaimed  far  and  near.  It  is 
possible  that,  among  the  many  thousai 
leased  farms  that  are  to  be  found  in  the 
some  bad  bargains  may  have  been  made  1 
tenants ;  but  what  sort  of  a  government : 
which  should  undertake  to  redress  evils  < 
nature  ?  If  either  of  the  Rensselaers,  t 
yourself)  were  to  venture  to  send  a  memo 
the  Legislaturei  setting  forth  the  grievanc 
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iiDder  in  connexion  with  this  very  '  mill 
id  serious  losses  do  they  bring  to  you, 
ell  you»  though  grievances,  in  the  proper 
'  the  term,  they  are  not— you  and  your 
d  would  be  met  with  a  general  and 

shout  of  ridicule  and  derision.  One 
>  no  rights,  as  opposed  to  a  dozen." 
much  difference  is  there  between  '  de  la 
xauld  et  de  la  Rochefoucauld.^ 
the  difference  in  the  world :  but  let  me 
1  the  facts,  for  they  will  serve  as  a  rule 
h  to  judge  of  many  others.  In  the  first 
uy  great-grandfather,  Mordaimt,  the 
ce,'  as  he  was  called,  first  let  the  mill  lot 
jandfather  of  this  Seneca,  the  tenant 
ing  quite  a  young  man.  In  order  to 
ettlers,  in  that  early  day,  it  was  neces- 
give  them  great  advantages,  for  there 
tly  more  land  than  there  were  people  to 
The  first  lease,  therefore,  was  granted 
ly  advantageous  terms  to  that  Jason 
ic»  whom  I  can  just  remember.  He 
characters;  the  one,  and  the  true,  which 

down  as  a  covetous,  envious,  narrow- 
provincial,  who  was  full  of  cant  and 
Some  traditions  exist  among  us  of 
ig  been  detected  in  stealing  timber,  and 
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ill  various  other  frauds.     lu  public  he  is  one  of 
those  virtuous  and  hard-working  pioneers  wLo 
have  transmitted  to  their  descendants  all  their 
claims,  those  that  are  supposed  to  be  moral,  as 
well  as  those  that  are  known  to  be  legal    This 
Hummery  may  do  for  elderly  ladies,  who  afiect 
snuff  and  bohea,  and  for  some  men  who  have 
minds  of  the  same  calibre,  but  they  are  not 
circumstances  to  influence  such  legislators  and 
executives  as  are  fit  to  be  legislators  and  execu- 
tives.    Not  a  great  while  before  my  fathers 
marriage,  the  said  Jason  still  living  and  in  pos- 
ticssion,  the  lease  expired,  and  a  new  one  waa 
granted   for  three  lives,  or  twenty-one  yeaw 
certain;  of  which  one  of  the  lives  is  still  running. 
That  lease  vras  granted,  on  terms  highly  fevour- 
able  to  the  tenant,  sixty  years  since,  old  New- 
come,   luckily  for  himself  and   his  posterity, 
having  named  this  long-lived  son  as  one  of  te 
three  lives.     Now  Scneky,  God  bless  him!  13 
known  to  lease  a  few  of  the  lots  that  have  fallen 
to  his  share  of  the  property  for  more  money 
than  is  required  to  meet  all  your  rent  on  the 
whole.     Such,  in  effect,  has  been  the  fact  with 
tliat  mill-lot  for  the  last  thirty  years,  or  even 
longer ;  and  the  circumstance  of  the  great  length 
of  time  so  excellent  a  bargfun  has  existed,  is 


r 
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.      «>el  as  an  argument  why  the  Newcomes  ought 
{     to  lure  a  deed  of  the  property  for  a  nominal 

price;  or,  indeed,  for   no  price  at  all,  if  the 

teints  could  have  their  wishes." 
"lam  afraid  there  is  nothing  unnatural  in 

tbs  perverting  principles ;  half  mankind  appear 

tome  really  to  get  a  great  many  of  their  notions 

"Half  is  a  small  proiwrtion ;  as  you  will  find, 
07  boy,  when  you  grow  older.  But  was  it  not 
in  impudent  proposal  of  Seneca,  when  he  wished 
JOB  and  me  to  join  the  corps  of  *  Injins  ?' " 
"What  answer  did  you  make  ?  Though  I 
'  ^^ipose  it  would  hardly  do  for  us  to  go  dis- 
V^  and  armed,  now  that  the  law  makes  it 
*  felony,  even  while  our  motive,  at  the  bottom, 
^  be  to  aid  the  law." 

** Catch  me  at  that  act  of  folly!  Why, 
Hugh,  could  they  prove  such  a  crime  on  either 
^  ti^  or  any  one  connected  with  an  old  landed 
^'ly,  we  should  be  the  certain  victims.  No 
gOTemor  would  dare  pardon  us.  No,  no ;  cle- 
^"^cy  is  a  word  reserved  for  the  obvious  and 
cimfinned  rogues." 

"We  might  get  a  little  favour  on  the  score 
of  belonging  to  a  very  powerful  body  of 
offienderB*" 
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"  True  ;  I  forgot  that  (;^uiii8tancc.  T 
more  numerous  the  crunes  and  the  criminAi 
the  greater  the  probability  of  impunity ;  ad 
this,  too,  not  on  the  general  principle  tin 
power  cannot  be  resisted,  but  on  the  particola 
principle  tliat  a  thousand  or  two  votes  are  o 
vast  importance,  where  three  thousand  can  tor 
an  election,  God  only  knows  where  this  thiiij 
is  to  end  !■' 

We  now  approached  one  of  the  humble 
taverns  of  the  place,  where  it  was  necessir 
for  those  of  our  apparent  pretensions  to  seel 
lodgings,  and  the  discourse  was  dropped.  I 
was  several  weeks  too  early  in  the  season  fo 
the  Springs  to  be  frequented,  and  we  foum 
only  a  few  of  those  in  the  place  who  drmi 
the  watei's  because  they  really  required  then 
My  uncle  had  been  an  old  stuger  at  Saratog 
— a  beau  of  the  "  purest  >vater,"  as  he  laiigl 
ingly  described  himself — and  he  was  enabk 
to  explain  aU  that  it  was  necessary  for  me  1 
know.  An  American  watering-place,  howeve 
is  so  very  much  inferior  to  most  of  those 
Europe,  as  to  furnish  very  little,  in  their  Ix 
moments,  beyond  the  human  beings  they  OQ 
tain,  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  traveller. 

In  the  course  of  the  afternoon  we  avul 
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jIfcb  of  the  opportunity  of  a  return  vehicle 
as  far  as  Sandy  Hill^  where  we  passed  the 
.  The  next  mornings  bright  and  early^  we 
to  a  hired  wagon  and  drove  across  the 
7  until  near  night,  when  we  paid  for  our 
;e,  sent  the  vehicle  back,  and  sought  a 
u  At  this  house,  where  we  passed  the 
we  heard  a  good  deal  of  the  "Injins" 
;  made  their  appearance  on  the  Littlepage 
and  many  conjectures  as  to  the  probable 
We  were  in  a  township,  or  rather  on  a 
ty  that  was  called  Mooseridge,  and  whic6 
ice  belonged  to  us,  but  which,  having  been 
md  in  a  great  measure  paid  for  by  the 
ints,  no  one  thought  of  impairing  the 
li  the  covenants  under  which  the  parties 

The  most  trivial  observer  will  soon  dis- 
that  it  is  only  when  something  is  to  be 
1  that  the  aggrieved  citizen  wishes  to  dis- 
i  covenant.  Now,  I  never  heard  any  one 
syllable  agunst  either  of  the  covenants 

lease,  under  which  he  held  his  farm,  let 
e  ever  so  loud  against  those  which  would 
J  ocnnpel  him  to  give  it  up  I  Had  I  com* 
d  of  the  &ct — and  such  facts  abounded — 
ly  predeceesors  had  incautiously  let  farms 
di  low  prices  that  the  lessees  had  been 
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enabled  to  pay  the  rents  for  half  a  century  by  « 
letting  small  portions  of  them,  as  my  wide  . 
had  intimated^  I  should  be  pointed  at  as  a  fb 
**  Stick  to  your  bond!"  would  have  been  t 
cry,  and  "  Shy  lock"  would  have  been  forgotti 
1  do  not  say  that  there  is  not  a  vast  diffcieii 
between  the  means  of  acquiring  intelligeo* 
tlie  cultivation,  the  manners,  the  social  a 
ditions,  and,  in  some  senses,  the  social  obli) 
tions  of  an  affluent  landlord  and  a  really  hft 
workings  honest,  well-intentioned  husbandmi 
his  tenant, — differences  that  should  dispose  i 
liberal  and  cultivated  gentleman  to  bear  in  m: 
the  advantages  he  lias^  perhaps,  inherited,  and  i 
act^uircd  by  liis  own  means,  in  such  a  way  tf 
render  him,  in  a  certain  degree,  the  repoati 
of  the  interests  of  those  who  hold  under  hi 
but,  while  I  admit  all  tliis,  and  say  that 
community  which  does  not  possess  such  a  d 
of  men  is  to  be  pitied,  as  it  loses  one  of 
most  certain  means  of  liberalizing  and  enlaij 
its  notions,  and  of  improving  its  dvilizatio! 
am  far  from  thinking  that  the  men  of  this  c 
are  to  have  their  real  superiority  of  poai 
with  its  consequences,  'thrown  into  their  f 
only  when  they  are  expected  to  give,  while  1 
are  grudgingly  denied  it  on  all  other  oocam 
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^ere  is  nothiiig  so  likely  to  advance  the  habits, 
opinions,  and  true  interests  of  a  rural  popuUtion, 
« to  have  them  all  directed  by  the  intelligence 
uid  combmed  interests  that  ought  to  mark  the 
connexion  between   landlord   and  tenant.     It 
ttoj  do  for  one  class  of  political  economists  to 
pnte  about  a  state  of  things  which  supposes 
e?ery  husbandman  a  freeholder,  and  rich  enough 
to  maintain   his   level  among  the  other  free- 
loldere  of  the  State.     But  we  all  know  that  as 
Quuj  minute  gradations  in  means  must  and  do 
^  m  a  conununity,  as  there  exists  gradations 
in  characters.     A  majority  soon   will,  in  the 
wture  of  things^  be  below  the  level  of  the  free- 
bolder,  and  by  destroying  the  system  of  having 
luulbrds    and    tenants,   two    great   evils  are 
created, — ^the  one  preventing  men  of  large  for- 
tunes from  investing  in  lands,  as  no  num  will 
place  his  money  where  it  will  be  insecure  or 
Profitless,  thereby  cutting  off  real  estate  gene- 
^^7  from  the  benefits  that  might  be  and  would 
he  conferred  by  their  capital,  as  well  as  cutting 
>t  cB  from  the  benefits  of  the  increased  price 
^Uch  arise  from  having  such  buyers  in  the 
iovket;  and  the  other  is,  to  prevent  any  man 
frtND  being  a  husbandman   who  has  not  the 
k2 
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money  necessary  to  purchase  a  farm.  Bu 
who  want  farms  now,  and  they  who  will 
votes  next  November,  do  not  look  quite 
ahead  as  that,  while  shouting  *^  equal  r 
they  arc,  in  fact,  for  preventing  the  po( 
bandman  from  being  any  thing  but  21 
labourer. 

Wc  obtained  tolerably  decent  lodgings 
inn,  though  the  profoundest  patriot  A 
possesses,  if  he  know  anything  of  other 
tries,  or  of  the  best  materials  of  liis  owr 
not  say  much  in  favour  of  the  sleepu 
rangemcnts  of  an  onlinary  country  inn. 
same  money  and  the  same  trouble  would  : 
that  which  is  now  the  very  beau  ideal  < 
comfort,  at  least  tolerable,  and  in  many  ins 
good.  But  who  is  to  produce  this  re 
According  to  the  opinions  circulated  amo 
the  humblest  hamlet  we  have  has  alreai 
tained  the  highest  point  of  civilization :  i 
for  the  people,  without  distinction  of  clae 
is  universally  admitted  that  they  are  thi 
educated,  the  acutest,  and  the  most  intel 
in  Cluristendom : — no,  I  must  correct  m 
they  are  all  this,  except  when  they  arc 
act  of  leasing  lands,  and  then  the  innocei 
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^te  huflbandmen  are  the  yictiniB  of  the  arts 
signing  landlords^  the  wretches  !* 
i  passed  an  hour  on  the  piazza,  after  eating 
ipper,  and  there  being  a  collection  of  men 
bled  there,  inhabitants  of  the  hamlet,  we 
A  opportunity  to  get  into  communication 
them.     M7  uncle   sold  a  watch,  and   I 

Hugli  Littlepage  writes  a  little  sharply,  bat  there  is 
all  he  iajB,  at  the  bottom.  His  tone  is  probably  pro- 
f  the  fSict  that  there  is  so  serious  an  attempt  to  deprive 
lis  old  paternal  estate,  an  attempt  which  is  receiying 
in  high  quarters.  In  addition  to  this  proTOcation,. 
depages,  as  the  manuscript  shows  fitrther  on,  are 
I,  as  one  means  of  ejecting  the  objects  of  the  anti- 
no  man,  in  any  community  in  which  it  is  necessaiy 
OB  public  sentiment  in  order  to  accomplish  such  a 
erer  being  wronged  without  being  calumniated.  As 
the  inns,  truth  compels  me,  as  an  old  traveller,  to 
Mr.  Littlepage  has  much  reason  for  what  he  says. 
■ei  with  a  better  bed  in  the  lowest  French  tavem  I 
\  eompelled  to  use,  and  in  one  instance  I  slept  in  an 
seated  by  carters,  than  in  the  best  purely  country 
Imerica.  In  the  way  of  neatness,  however,  more  is 
to  be  found  in  oar  New  York  village  taverns  than  in 
lie  hotels  of  Paris  itself.  As  for  the  hit  touching  the 
nee  of  the  poople,  it  is  merited ;  for  I  have  myself 
ibUe  distineCions  drawn  to  show  that  the  "  people  " 
BBer  generation  were  not  as  knowing  as  the  "  people  " 
nd  imputing  the  covenants  of  the  older  leases  to  that 
knee,  instead  of  imputing  them  to  their  true  cause, 
iloiia  and  pfiiitieei  of  the  times.  Half  a  centoiy't 
tee  woaM  indaee  me  to  say  that  the  "  people"  were 
rticolarly  doll  in  making  a  bargain.— Epitoju 
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played  on  the  hurdy-gurdy,  by  way  of  mak 
myself  popular.  After  this  beginning, 
discourse  turned  on  the  engrossing  subject 
the  day,  anti-rentism.  The  principal  spea 
was  a  young  man  of  about  six-and-twenty 
a  sort  of  shabby  genteel  air  and  appearai 
whom  I  soon  discovered  to  be  the  attomej 
the  neighbourhood.  His  name  was  Hubbs 
wliile  that  of  the  other  principal  speaker ' 
Ilall.  The  last  was  a  mechanic,  as  I  ascertaii 
and  was  a  plain-looking  working-man  of  mic 
age.  Each  of  these  persons  seated  himself  o 
common  "  kitchen  chair,"  leaning  back  aga 
the  side  of  the  house,  and,  of  course,  resting 
the  two  hind  legs  of  the  rickety  support,  w 
he  placed  his  own  feet  on  the  roimds  in  fr 
The  attitudes  were  neither  graceful  nor 
turcsque,  but  they  were  so  entirely  conmioi 
to  excite  no  surprise.  As  for  Hall,  he  appei 
perfectly  contented  with  his  situation,  a 
fidgeting  a  little  to  get  the  two  supporting '. 
of  his  chair  just  where  he  wanted  them ; 
Hubbard's  eye  was  restless,  uneasy,  and  € 
menacing,  for  more  than  a  minute.  He  d 
a  knife  from  his  pocket — a  small,  neat  ] 
knife  only,  it  is  true — gazed  a  little  wi 
about  him,  and  just  as  I  thought  he  intra 
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'^  abandon  his  nicely  poised  chair,  and  to  make 
*fl  i^KiuIt  on  one  of  the  pillars  that  upheld  the 
'Oof  of  the  piazza,   the   innkeeper    advanced, 
Itoiding  in  his  hand  several  narrow  slips  of  pine 
botid,  one  of  which   he   offered   at    once   to 
*Sqnire  Hubbard.     This  relieved  the  attorney, 
who  took  the  wood,  and  was  soon  deeply  plunged 
in,  to  me,  the  unknown  delights  of  whittling. 
I  cannot  explain  the  mysterious  pleasure  that 
■0  many  find  in  whittling,  though  the  preva- 
lence of  the  custom  is  so  well  known.     But  I 
cumot  explain  the  pleasure  so  many  find  in 
chcwbg  tobacco,  or  in  smoking.     The  precau- 
tion of  the  landlord  was  far  from  being  unne- 
cessary, and  appeared  to  be  taken  in  good  part 
by  all  to  whom  he  offered  **  whittling-pieces," 
iwne  six  or  eight  in  the  whole.     The  state  of 
the  piazza,  indeed,  proved  tliat  the  precaution 
V16  absolutely  indispensable,  if  he  did  not  wish 
to  see  the  house  come  tumbling  down  about  his 
held.    In  order  that  those  who  have  never  seen 
ndi  things  may  understand  their  use,  I  will  go 
a  little  out  of  the  way  to  explain. 

The  inn  was  of  wood,  a  hemlock  frame  with 
a  *•  riding"  of  clap-boards.  In  this  there  was 
oothiug  remarkable,  many  countries  of  Europe, 
even,  still  building  principally  of  wood.    Housea 
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of  lath  and  plaster  were  quite  common,  U 
within  a  few  years,  even  in  large  towns, 
remember  to  have  seen  some  of  these  constri 
tions,  while  in  London,  in  close  connexion  w: 
the  justly  celebrated  Westminster  Hall;  and 
such  materials  is  the  much-talked-of  miniatii 
castle  of  Horace  Walpole,  at  Strawberry  H 
But  the  inn  of  Mooseridge  had  some  pretense 
to  architecture,  besides  being  three  or  four  tin 
larger  than  any  other  house  in  the  place, 
piazza  it  enjoyed,  of  course ;  it  must  be  a  piti 
village  inn  that  does  not :  and  building,  ace 
saries  and  all,  rejoiced  in  several  coats  o 
spurious  white  lead.  The  colunms  of  this  pits 
as  well  as  the  clap-boards  of  the  house  ite 
however,  exhibited  the  proofs  of  the  dange 
abandoning  your  true  whittler  to  hia  own 
stincts.  Spread-eagles,  five-points,  Amen 
flags,  huzzahs  for  Polk !  the  initials  of  nai 
and  names  at  full  length,  with  various  o1 
similar  conceits,  records,  and  ebullitions  of  pi 
otic  or  party-otic  feelings,  were  scattered 
and  down  with  an  affluence  that  said  volu 
in  favour  of  the  mint  in  which  they  had  1 
coined.  But  the  most  remarkable  memoria 
the  industry  of  the  guests  was  to  be  fomk 
one  of  the  columns ;  and  it  was  one  at  a  < 
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%  too,  and  consequently  of  double  importance 
tie  Aiperstructure — unless^  indeed,  the  house 
re  built  on  that  well-known  principle  of 
lerican  architecture  of  the  last  century, 
ch  made  the  architrave  uphold  the  pillar, 
esd  of  the  pillar  the  architrave.  The  column 
aestion  waa  of  white  pine,  as  usual — though 
irly,  in  brick  edifices,  bricks  and  stucco  are 
h  resorted  to— and,  at  a  convenient  height 
he  whittlers,  it  was  literally  cut  two-thirds 
ro.  The  gash  was  very  neatly  made^-that 
li  must  be  swd  for  it — indicating  skill  and 
ition ;  and  the  surfaces  of  the  wound  were 
)thed  in  a  manner  to  prove  that  appearances 
I  not  neglected. 

Vat  do  das?"  I  asked  of  the  landlord,  point- 
to  this  gaping  wound  in  the  main  column  of 
^«zza. 

That !  Oh !  That's  only  the  whittlers,"  an- 
red  the  host,  with  a  good-natured  smile. 
iBBoredly  the  Americans  are  the  best-natured 
de  on  earth  I  Here  was  a  man  whose 
ie  was  nearly  tumbling  down  about  his  ears 
niys  bating  the  principle  in  architecture, 
named — and  he  could  smile  as  Nero  may  be 
Med  to  have  done  when  fiddling  over  the.. 
^gntion  of  Borne. 

K  3 
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"But  vhy  might  de  vhittler  vhittle  do-^^'Xi 
your  house?" 

"  Oh !  this  is  a  free  country,  you  know,  mxid 
folks  do  pretty  much  as  they  like  in  it,**  returned 
the  still  smiling  host  "  I  let  'em  cut  away  « 
long  as  I  dared,  but  it  was  high  time  to  get  out 
'  whittling-plcces,'  I  believe  you  must  own.  It« 
best  always  to  keep  a  rufF  (roof)  over  a  man  8 
head,  to  be  ready  for  bad  weather.  -A 
week  longer  would  have  had  the  column  t^ 
two." 

"  Veil,  I  dinks  I  might  not  bear  dat  1  Vb^t 
ist  mcin  house  ist  mein  house,  ant  dey  shall  not 
so  moch  vittles." 

"  By  letting  'cm  so  much  vittles  there,  they 
BO  much  vittles  in  the  kitchen ;  so  you  see  there 
is  policy  in  having  your  undcr-pinnin'  knocked 
away  sometimes,  if  its  done  by  the  right  sort  of 
folks." 

"You're  a  stranger  in  these  parts,  friend?" 
observed  Hubbard,  complacently,  for  by  this 
time  his  "  whittling-piece"  was  reduced  to  » 
shape,  and  he  could  go  on  reducing  it,  according 
to  some  law  of  the  art  of  whittling,  with  which 
I  am  not  acquainted.  '^  We  are  not  6o  parti- 
cular in  such  matters  as  in  some  of  your  coun* 
tries  in  the  old  world.** 
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"  Ja— das  I  can  see.     But  does  not  woot  ant 

column  cost  money  in  America,  someding  ?" 

"  To  be  sure  it  does.     There  is  not  a  man  in 

tkc  country  who  would  undertake  to  replace 

Aat  ]nllar  with  a  new  one,  paint  and  all,  for  less 

thu  ten  dollars." 

This  was  an  opening  for  a  discussion  on  the 
probable  cost  of  putting  a  new  pillar  into  the 
place  of  the  one  that  was  injured.     Opinions 
differed,  and  quite  a  dozen  spoke  on  the  subject ; 
some  placing  the  expense  as  high  as  fifleen  dol- 
^  and  others  bringing  it  down  as  low  as  five. 
I  was  struck  with  the  quiet  and  self-possession 
with  which  each  man  delivered  his  opinion,  as 
well  as  with  the  language  used.     The  accent 
WM  uniformly  provincial,  that  of  Hubbard  in- 
cluded, having  a  strong  and  unpleasant  taint  of 
fte  dialect  of  New  England  in  it ;  and  some  of 
4e  eipressions  savoured  a  little  of  the  stilts  of 
Ac  newspapers ;  but,  on  the  whole,  the  language 
was  sufficiently  accurate  and  surprisingly  good, 
considering  the   class  in  life  of  the  speakers. 
Hw  conjectures,  too,  manifested  great  shrcwd- 
oess  and  familiarity  with  practical  things,  as 
veil  as,  in  a  few  instances,  some  reading.     Hall, 
iowever,  actually  surprised  me.     He  spoke  with 
a  predion  and  knowledge  of  mechanics  that 
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would  have  done  credit  to  a  scholary  and  wi'Cl 
Bimplicltj  that  added  to  the  influence  of  ^irl 
he  said.  Some  casual  remark  induced  me 
put  in—"  Veil,  I  might  s'pose  an  Injm  vpu 
cut  so  das  column,  but  I  might  not  s'pose  a  ridt 
man  could."  This  opinion  gave  the  discourse  i 
direction  towards  anti-rentism,  and  in  a  few 
minutes  it  caught  all  the  attention  of  my  uncle 
Ro  and  myself. 

"  Tliis  business  is  going  ahead  after  all  I  **  ob- 
served Hubbard,  evasively,  after  others  had  hid 
their  say. 

"  Morc's  the  pity,"  put  in  HalL  "  It  migk* 
have  been  put  an  end  to  in  a  months  at  any 
time,  and  ought  to  be  put  an  end  to  in  a  civilised 
land." 

"  You  will  own,  neighbour  Hall^"  notwitt 
standing,  it  would  be  a  great  improveraent  '^ 
the  condition  of  the  tenants  all  over  the  Stttei 
could  they  change  their  tenures  into  ftc^ 
holds." 

"  No  doubt  'twould ;  and  so  it  would  be  ^ 
great  improvement  in  the  condition  of  any  joo' 
neyman  in  my  shop  if  he  could  get  to  be  tb* 
boss.  But  that  is  not  the  question  here ;  tb 
question  is,  what  right  has  the  State  to  say  »i> 
man  shall  sell  his  property  unless  he  wishes  ^ 
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«D  it  ?  A  pretty  sort  of  liberty  we  should 
IttTe  if  we  aU  held  our  houses  and  gardens  under 
mch  laws  as  that  supposes  I" 

^  fiat  do  we  not  all  hold  our  houses  and  gar- 
dena, and  farms,  too,  by  some  such  law?"  re- 
joined the  attorney,  who  evidently  respected  his 
latagonist,  and  advanced  his  own  opinions  cau- 
tiooglr.  "  If  the  public  wants  land  to  use,  it 
can  take  it  by  paying  for  it." 

"Yes,  to  use;  but  use  is  everything.     I've 

read  that  old  report  of  the  committee  of  the 

House,  and  don't  subscribe  to  its  doctrines  at 

ill    Public  *  policy,'  in  that  sense,  doesn't  at 

almean  public  ^  use.'    If  land  is  wanted  for  a 

ntd,  or  a  fort,  or  a  canal,  it  must  be  taken, 

under  a  law,  by  appraisement,  or  the   thing 

QooU  not  be  had  at  all ;  but  to  pretend,  because 

<Ae  side  to  a  contract  wishes  to  alter  it,  that  the 

itate  has  a  right  to  interfere,  on  the  ground  that 

the  discontented  can  be  bought  off  in  this  way 

ttsier  and  cheaper  than  they  can  be  made  to 

obey  the  law8»  is  but  a  poor  way  of  supporting 

the  right.     The  same  principle,   carried  out, 

n^t  prove    it  would  be    easier  to  buy   off 

pickpockets  by  compromising  than  to  punish 

tfcenL     Or  it  would  be  easy  to  get  round  all 

sorts  of  oontracta  in  this  way." 
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"  But  all  governmenta  use  this  power  when 
it  becomes  necessary,  neighbour  Hall.'* 

"  That  word  necessary  covers  a  great  deal  of 
ground,  'Squire  Hubbard.  The  most  that  can 
be  made  of  the  necessity  here  is  to  say  it  B 
cheaper,  and  may  help  along  parties  to  thdr 
objects  better.  No  man  doubts  that  the  State 
of  New  York  can  put  down  these  anti-rentcre; 
and,  I  trust,  ictll  put  them  down,  so  far  as  force 
is  concerned.  There  is,  then,  no  other  necesaity 
in  the  case,  to  begin  with,  than  the  necessity 
which  demagogues  always  feel,  of  getting  as 
many  votes  as  they  can." 

**  After  all,  neighbour  Hall,  these  votes  are 
pretty  powerful  weapons  in  a  i)opular  govern- 
ment" 

**  111  not  deny  that;  and  now  they  talk  of* 
convention  to  alter  the  constitution^  it  is  ft 
favourable  moment  to  teach  such  managers 
they  6hall  not  abuse  the  right  of  suffrage  in 
this  way." 

"  How  is  it  to  be  prevented  ?  You  are  an 
universal  suffrage  man,  I  know  I" 

^^  Yes,  I'm  for  universal  suffrage  among 
honest  folks ;  but  do  not  wish  t9  have  my  mien 
chosen  by  them  that  are  never  satisfied  without 
having  their  hands  in  their  neighbours'  pockets. 
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Let  'em  put  a  claase  into  the  constitution  pro- 
^'idiiig  that  no  town,  or  village,  or  county  shall 
ioH  a  poll  within  a  given  time  after  the  exe- 
cution of  process  has  been  openly  resisted  in  it 
That  woald  take  the  conceit  out  of  all  such 
fcr-breakers,  in  very  short  order." 

It  was  plain  that  this  idea  struck  the  listeners, 
Md  several  even  avowed  their  approbation  of 
fte  scheme  aloud.  Hubbard  received  it  as  a 
new  thought,  but  was  more  reluctant  to  admit 
^  practicability.  As  might  be  expected  from 
» lawyer  accustomed  to  practice  in  a  small  way, 
Ws  objections  savoured  more  of  narrow  views 
^lum  of  the  notions  of  a  statesman. 

**How  would  you  determine  the  extent  of 
^  district  to  be  disfranchised  ?"  he  asked. 

**Take  the  legal  limits  as  they  stand.  If 
Process  be  resisted  openly  by  a  combination 
•^Bg  enough  to  look  down  the  agents  of  the 
1*^  in  a  town,  disfranchise  that  town  for  a 
Pven  period ;  if  in  more  than  one  town,  dis- 
'^chise  the  offending  towns ;  if  a  county, 
franchise  the  whole  coimty." 

**But,  in  that  way  you  would  pimish  the 
"»^t»ocent  with  the  guilty." 

"It  would  be  for  the  good  of  all;  besides, 
y«o  punish  the  innocent  for  the  guilty,  or  wiih 
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the  guilty  rather^  in  a  thousand  ways.  Yo\ 
and  I  arc  taxed  to  keep  drunkards  from  starving 
because  it  is  better  to  do  that  than  to  offeni 
humanity  by  seeing  men  die  of  hunger,  o 
tempting  them  to  steal.  When  you  declar 
martial  law  you  punish  the  innocent  withtb 
guilty,  in  one  sense ;  and  so  you  do  in  a  hun 
dred  cases.  All  we  have  to  ask  is,  if  it  be  no 
wiser  and  better  to  disarm  demagogues,  am 
those  disturbers  of  the  public  peace  who  vid 
to  pervert  tlieir  right  of  suffrage  to  so  wicke 
an  end,  by  so  simple  a  process,  tlian  to  suffe 
them  to  effect  their  purposes  by  the  most  & 
grant  abuse  of  their  political  privileges?" 

"  How  would  you  determine  tchen  a  towi 
should  lose  the  right  of  voting?" 

"By  evidence  given  in  open  court.  Tb 
judges  would  be  the  proper  authority  to  dedd« 
in  such  a  case ;  and  they  would  decide,  beyoff 
all  question,  nineteen  times  in  twenty,  right 
It  is  the  interest  of  every  man  who  is  desiroa 
of  exercising  the  suffrage  on  right  principlefli  t 
give  him  some  such  protection  against  thei 
that  wish  to  exercise  the  suffrage  on  wrong.  . 
peace-officer  can  call  on  the  passe  coniiiahu  • 
on  the  people  to  aid  him ;  if  enough  appear 
put  down  the  rebels,  well  and  good;    but 


r  as  man  enjoys  m  tnis  country  are  ine 
entitled  to  our  sympathies.     As  for  the 

that  could  easily  be  determined,  as  soon 

settled  the  principle." 

discourse  went  on  for  an  hour,  neighbour 
;iying  his  opinions  still  more  at  large.  I 
d  equally  with  pleasure  and  surprise, 
le,  then,  after  all,''  I  said  to  myself,  ^^  are 
d  bone  and  sinew  of  the  country.  There 
18  of  thousands  of  this  sort  of  men  in  the 
and  why  should  they  be  domineered  over, 
ade  to  submit  to  a  legislation  and  to  prac- 
hat  are  so  often  without  principle,  by  the 
I  of  the  worst  part  of  the  community  ? 
the  honest  for  ever  be  so  passive,  while 
irrupt  and  dishonest  contine  so  active  ?" 
J  mentioning  these  notions  to  my  uncle, 
iwered: — 

60 ;  it  ever  has  been  so,  and,  I  fear,  ever 
5  80.  There  i»  the  curse  of  this  country," 
ig  to  a  table  covered  with  newspapers. 


true  fi'om  the  false  !  Now,  how 
papers  speak  the  truth  ahout  tl 
rentism  I  Occasionally  an  honcsi 
corps  does  come  out ;  but  where 
ten  affect  to  think  what  they  do  r 
order  to  secure  votes ;— votes,  vot 
that  simple  word  lies  all  the  m^ 
matter." 

"  Jefferson  said,  if  he  were  to  cl 
a  government  without  newspape 
papers  without  a  government,  h 
the  last." 

"  Ay,  Jefferson  did  not  mean  i 
they  are  now.  I  am  old  enoug 
change  that  has  taken  place.  In 
or  four  fairly  convicted  lies  wou 
editor ;  now  there  are  men  that  si 
a  thousand.  Fll  tell  you  what, 
country  is  jogging  on  irnder  two 
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iruclaiming  the  perfection  of  the  people 
virtues  of  self-government." 
-haps  too  much  stress  ought  not  to  be 
either." 

3  first  is  certainly  true,  under  limit* 
liat  we  all  understand;  but  as  to  the 
rill  own  I  waut  more  evidence  than  a 
er  eulogj  to  believe  it" 
all,  my  uncle  Ro  is  sometimes  mis- 
bough  candour  compels  me  to  acknow- 
t  he  itf  very  often  right. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

"  I  see  thee  Btill ; 
Bemembnmce,  faithful  to  her  tnut, 
CalU  thee  in  beauty  from  the  dust ; 
Thou  comest  in  the  morning  lights 
Thou  'rt  with  me  through  the  glooi 
In  dreams  I  meet  thee  as  of  old : 
Then  thy  soft  arms  my  neck  enfold 
And  thy  sweet  Toice  is  in  my  ear : 
In  eyeiy  sense  to  memoiy  dear 

I  sec  thee  stilL" 


It  was  just  ten  in  the  moi 
succeeding  day  when  my  uncle  B 
came  in  sight  of  the  old  house  at 
call  it  M,  for  a  xlwelling  that  hi 
than  half  a  century  acquires  a 
venerable,  in  a  country  like  Am< 
it  was  truly  old,  the  building  havii 
where  I  then  saw  it,  for  a  peri 
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and  grand^parents,  and  in  one  sense^  of 
ho  had  gone  before  them  for  two  gene- 
nore.  The  whole  of  the  land  in  sight 
ch  bottoms,  then  waving  with  grass — 
hill^i,  the  woods,  the  distant  mountains 
rchards,  dwellings,  barns,  and  all  the 
ceesaries  of  rural  life  that  appertained 
3il,  were  mine,  and  had  thus  become 
a  single  act  of  injustice  to  any  human 
far  as  I  knew  and  believed.  Even  the 
had  been  fairly  bought  off  by  Herman 
it,  the  patentee,  and  so  Susquesus, 
)kin  of  Ravensnest,  as  our  old  Onon- 
s  often  called,  had  ever  admitted  the 
e.  It  was  natural  that  I  should  love 
:  thus  inherited  and  thus  situated.     No 

>  MAN,  NO  MAN,  INDEED,  8AYAQE  OR 
D  EVER  BEEN  THE  OWNER  OF  THOSE 
mES,  BUT  THOSE  WHO  WERE  OF  MY  OWN 

This  is  what  few  besides  Americans 
;  and  whea  it  can  be  s^d  truly,  in 
the  country  where  the  arts  of  life  have 
ad  amid  the  blessings  of  civili^tion,  it 
the  foundation  of  a  sentiment  so  pro- 
lat  I  do  not  wonder  those  adventurers- 
ho  are  flying  about  the  face  of  the 
thrnBting  their  hands  into  every  man's 


ecTiJun  mat  nie  o^cncral  tcnclcnc 
influence  is  to  elevate  the  foelinp; 
experienecst  it. 

And  there  were  men  among 
political  station — high  as  such  mei 
for  the  consequence  of  having 
power  is  to  draw  down  station  it 
their  own  natural  level — but  men 
actually  laid  down  proposition! 
economy  which,  if  carried  out,  w< 
to  sell  all  that  estate,  reservin 
single  farm  for  my  own  use,  ant 
money  in  such  a  way  as  that  the 
tained  might  equal  my  present  i 
true,  this  theory  was  not  direct 
me,  as  my  farms  were  to  fall  in  by 
of  their  leases,  but  it  had  been  direc 
Stephen  and  William  Van  Eenns 
implication,  to  others;  and  my  tur 
next     What  business  had  the  E 
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laced,  to  entertain  "  sentiments"  that  in- 
d  with  "  business,"  or  that  interfered  with 
thes  of  any  straggling  Yankee  who  had 
lis  way  out  of  New  £ngland,  and  wanted 
cukr  farm  on  his  own  terms?  It  is 
atic  to  put  sentiment  in  opposition  to 

and  TRADE  ITSELF  IS  NOT  TO  BE  TRADE 
>NQ£R    THAN    ALL   THE    PROFIT   IS   TO  BE 

ON  THE  SIDE  OF  NUMBERS.  Even  the 
les  of  holy  trade  are  to  be  governed  by 
ies! 

I  my  uncle  Bo,  who  never  owned  a  foot 
property,  could  not  look  at  it  without 
L  He  too  had  been  bom  there — ^had 
his  childhood  there— and  loved  the 
ithout  a  particle  of  the  grovelling  feel- 
avarice.  He  took  pleasure  in  remem- 
that  our  race  had  been  the  only  owners 
ioil  on  which  he  stood,  and  had  that  very 
)le  pride  which  belongs  to  enduring  re- 
ility  and  social  station. 
ell,  Hugh,"  he  cried,  after  both  of  us  had 
;axing  at  the  grey  walls  of  the  good  and 
tia],  but  certainly  not  very  beautiful 
g,  "  here  we  are,  and  we  now  may  deter- 
I  what  is  next  to  be  done.  Shall  we 
lown  to  the  village,  which  is  four  miles 


"  The  last  might  excite  suspici 
Tar  and  featliers  would  be  our  mi 
we  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  Injin 

"  Injins  I  Why  not  go  at  on< 
warn  of  Susquesus,  and  get  out  of 
the  history  of  the  state  of  things, 
speaking  of  the  Onondago  at  ou 
nighty  and  while  they  said  he  i 
thought  to  be  much  more  than  a 
he  was  still  like  a  man  of  eighty.  C 
full  of  observation,  and  may  let  ui 
the  secrets  of  his  brethren." 

"  They  can  at  least  give  us  tl 
the  family;  and  though  it  might 
course  of  things  for  pedlars  to  ^ 
House,  it  will  be  just  as  much  e 
halt  at  the  wigwam." 

This  consideration  decided  the 
away  we  went  towards  the  ravin 
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t  was  kept  up,  and  was  whitewaslied^  and 
ionally  furnished  anew  by  the  landlord — 
iious  creature!  he  who  paid  for  so  many 
r  things  in  the  neighbourhood—it  was 

unfit  to  be  seen^  though  never  of  a  very 
ig,  cottage-like  character.  There  was  a 
If  and  it  had  been  properly  made  that 
sseason^  the  negro  picking  and  pecking 
it,  during  the  summer,  in  a  way  to  coax 
fgetables  and  fruits  on  a  Jittle,  though  I 
new  that  the  regular  weedings  came  from 
(istant  at  the  Nest,  who  was  ordered  to 
',  an  eye  and  an  occasional  half-day.  On 
le  of  the  hut  there  was  a  hog-pen  and  a 
stable  for  a  cow;  but  on  the  other  the 
)f  the  virgin  forest,  which  had  never  been 
bed  in  that  glen,  overshadowed  the  roof, 
somewhat  poetical  arrangement  was  ao- 

the  consequence  of  a  compromise  be- 
.  the  tenants  of  the  cabin,  the  negro 
ng  on  the  accessories  of  his  rude  civiliza- 
Nrhile  the  Indian  required  the  shades  of 
roods  to  reconcile  him  to  his  position. 
had  these  two  singularly  associated  beings 

one  deriving  his  descent  from  the  de- 

rices  of  Africa,  and  the  other  from  the 
but  lofty-minded  aboriginal  inhabitant  of 


memory  of  man  I     Such  instance 
whatever  theorists  may  say  on  1 
not   unfrequent  among   cither 
the  "natives,"  though  probably 
the  last  than  among  the  first,  ai 
among  the  first   of  the  norther 
southern  sections  of  the  republic 
to  say  that  the  great  age  so  oftei 
the  people  of  these  two  races  is 
ranee  of  the  periods  of  their  births 
do  not  live  longer  than  the  whit 
be  true,  in  the  mdn,  for  a  white 
to  have  died  at  no  great  distance 
nest,  within  the  last  five-and-twe: 
numbered  more  than  his  six  score 
aged  negroes  and  aged  Indians  ar 
so  conunon,  when  the  smallness  ' 
numbers  is  remembered,  as  to  n 
apparent  to  most  of  those  who  hi 
of  their  resOective  people. 
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it  was  not.  As  the  little  building 
e  grounds  of  the  Nest  House^  which 
ro  hundred  acres^  a  bit  of  virgin 
udedy  and  exclusively  of  the  fields 
ged  to  the  adjacent  farm,  it  was 
1  only  by  footpaths,  of  which  several 
from  it,  and  by  one  narrow,  winding 
ad,  which,  in '  passing  for  miles 
le  grounds,  had  been  led  near  the 
ier  to  enable  my  grandmother  and 
I  dare  say  my  dear  departed  mother, 
ived,  to  make  their  calls  in  their  fre- 
ngs.      By  this    sweeping  road  we 

the  cabin. 

are  the  two  old  fellows, 'sunning 
this  fine  day  !^  exclaimed  my  uncle, 
hing  like  tremor  in  his  voice,  as  wc 

enough  to  the  hut  to   distinguieh 

Hugh,  I  never  see  these  men  with- 
sg  of  awe,  as  well  as  of  affection. 

the  friends,  and  one  was  the  slave 
idlkther;  and  as  long  as  I  can  re- 
aye  they  been  aged  men!    They 

aet  up  here  as  monuments  of  the 
[lect  the  generations  that  are  gone 
hftt  are  to  come.'' 

>  tbey  will  soon  be  all  there  is  ^ 
l2 
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their  sort.  It  really  seems  to  me  that,  il 
continue  much  longer  in  their  present  di: 
men  will  begin  to  grow  jealous  and  en^ 
history  itself,  because  its  actors  have  1 
scendants  to  participate  in  any  little  cre( 
may  have  gained." 

"Beyond  all  contradiction,  boy,  th< 
strange  perversion  of  the  old  and  natun 
ments  on  this  head  among  us.  But  y< 
bear  in  mind  the  fact,  that  of  the  two 
and  a  half  the  State  contains,  not  half  a 
probably,  possess  any  of  the  true  Yorl 
and  can  consequently  feel  any  of  th 
ments  connected  with  the  birth-place  : 
older  traditions  of  the  very  society  ir 
they  live.  A  great  deal  must  be  attril 
the  facts  of  our  condition;  though  ] 
those  facts  need  not,  and  ought  not,  to 
principles.  But  look  at  those  two  old 
There  they  are,  true  to  the  feelings  an* 
of  their  races,  even  after  passing  so  lon{ 
together  in  this  hut.  There  squats  Si 
on  a  stone,  idle  and  disdaining  work,  ^ 
rifle  leaning  against  the  apple-tree ;  whih 
or  Yop,  as  I  believe  it  is  better  to  call 
pecking  abQut  in  the  garden,  still  a  sla^ 
work,  in  &noy  at  least." 
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id  which  is  the  happiest,  sir — the  indus- 

M  man  or  the  idler?" 

ibablj  each  finds  most  happiness  in  in- 

his  own  early  habits.  The  Onondago 
'ould  work,  however,  and  I  have  heard 
er  say,  great  was  his  happiness  when 
d  he  was  to  pass  the  remainder  of  his 

atium  cum  dignitatem  and  without  the 
Y  of  making  baskets." 
\  is  looking  at  us;  had  we  not  better  go 
ice  and  speak  to  them?  " 
)  may  stare  the  most  openly,  but  my 
it  the  Tndian  se^s  twice  as  much.  His 
I  are  the  best,  to  begin  with ;  and  he  is 
f  extraordinary  and  characteristic  obser- 

In  his  best  days  nothing  ever  escaped 
Is  you  say,  we  will  approach." 
ncle  and  myself  then  consulted  on  the 
ttcy  of  using  broken  English  with  these 
1  men,  of  which,  at  first,  we  saw  no 
Y ;  but  when  we  remembered  that  others 
in  us,  and  that  our  communications  with 
might  be  frequent  for  the  next  few  days, 
ged  our  minds,  and  determined  rigidly 
we  oat  incc^itos. 

\  came  up  to  the  door  of  the  hut,  Jaaf 
eft  his  little  garden  and  joined  the 
rho  remained  unmoTeable  and  unmoved 


l^iV^l  Ltl  y^y 


old  age  in  the  men  of  his  race, 
the  black — if  black  he  could  now 
colour  being   a   muddy  grey — v 
altered,  thongh   that  seemed  scai 
when  I  saw  him  last.     As  for  the 
Susquesus,  as   he   was  common] 
temperance  throughout  a  long  life 
service,  and  his  half-naked  limbs 
like  body,  for  he  wore  the  summi 
people,  appeared  to  be  made  of 
steeped  in  a  tannin  of  the  purest 
sinews,  too,  though  much  stiffenc 
to  be  of  whip-cord,   and  his  w 
species  of  indurated  mummy,  th; 
vitality.     The  colour  of  the  ski] 
than  formerly,  and  more  closely 
that  of  the  negro,  as  the  latter  n< 
perceptibly  different. 

**  Sago — sago,"  cried  my  unci 
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moniiii ;   in  my   tongue,   dat  might   be 
tag."* 

igo^"  returned  the  Trackless,  in  his  deep 
al  Yoice,  while  old  Yop  brought  two  lips 
er  that  resembled  thick  pieces  of  over- 
beef-steak,  &stened  his  red-encircled 
J  eyes  on  each  of  us  in  turn,  pouted  once 
^(Nrking  his  jaws  as  if  proud  of  the  ex- 
teeth  they  still  held,  and  said  nothing, 
slaye  of  a  Littlepage,  he  held  pedlars 
rior  beings;  for  the  ancient  negroes  of 
'ork  ever  identified  themselves,  more  or 
ith  the  families  to  which  they  belonged, 
which  they  so  often  were  born.  *'  Sago," 
A  the  Indian,  slowly,  courteously,  and 
mphasis,  after  he  had  looked  a  moment 


ler  Indiana,  though  not  belonging  to  their  languages ; 
e  other  tribes  using  them  as  English,  a  sort  of  limited 
remfa  has  grown  up  in  the  country  that  eyexybody 
nds.  It  is  believed  that  "moccasin,"  "squaw/* 
iM,"  "sigo,-  *tomihawk,"  "wigwam,"  &c  &c,  all 
1  this  ebse  of  words.  There  can  be  little  doubt  that 
tgiief  of"  Yankees"  is  derived  from  " Tengeese,"  the 
biwtich  the  tribes  nearest  to  New  England  pro- 
ibe  w<nd  "  EngUsh."  It  is  to  this  hour  a  provin- 
if  that  part  of  the  eonntiy  to  pronounce  this  word 
h"  instoid  of  "/n^lish,"  its  conventional  sound. 
ge  fttnn  "iPfi^liah  "  to  "  ren-geese  "  is  veiy  trifling. 


236  RAVENSNE8T  ; 

longer  at  my  uncle,   as  if  he  saw  son 
about  liim  to  command  respect. 

"  Dis  ist  ckarnilu*  day,  frients,"  said  un 
placing  himself  coolly  on  a  log  of  wood  tl 
been  hauled  for  the  stove,  and  wiping  hi: 
"  Vat  might  you  calls  dis  coontry  ?  " 

"Dis  here?"'  answered  Yop,  not  wit 
little  contempt.  "  Dis  is  York  Colony ; 
you  come  from  to  ask  sich  a  question  ?  ^ 

"  Charmany,     Dat   ist   far  off,  but 
coontry ;  ant  dis  ist  goot  coontry  too." 

'*Why  you  Icab  him,  den,  if  he  b 
country,  eh?" 

"Vliy  you  leaf  Africa,  canst  you  < 
dat  ?"  retorted  uncle  Bo,  somewhat  cool 

"  Nebber  was  dere,"  growled  old  Yop 
ing  his  blubber  lips  together  somewhal 
manner  the  boar  works  his  jaws  ^\•h( 
prudent  to  get  out  of  his  way,  "  I'n 
nigger  born,  and  nebber  seen  no  Afri< 
nebber  want  to  see  him,  nuddcr." 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  say  that  J 
longed  to  a  school  by  whicli  the  1 
"coloured  gentleman"  was  never  usee 
men  of  his  time  and  stamp  called  the 
"niggers;"  and  ladies  and  gentlemen 
age  took  them  at  their  word,  and  calh 
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''too;  a  term  that  no  one  of  the  race 
now,  except  in  the  way  of  reproach, 
1,  by  one  of  the  singular  workings  of 
wayward  and  common  nature,  he  is 
to  use  than  any  other,  when  reproach 
i 

Je  paused  a  moment  to  reflect  before 
led  a  discourse  that  had  not  appeared 
Qce  under  very  flattering  auspices. 

might  lif  in  dat  big  stone  house  ?" 
;le  Ro,  as  soon  as  he   thought  the 

had  time  to  cool  a  little. 

ody  can  see  you  no  Yorker,  by  dat 

ech,"  answered  Yop,  not  at  all  molli- 

ch  a  question.     "  Who  should  lib  derc 

ilLittlepage?" 

I  dought  he  was  dead,  long  ago." 

if  he  be?     It's  his  house,  and  he  lib 

ole  young  missus  lib  dere  too." 
bere  had  been  three  generations  of 
mong  the  Littlepages,  counting  from 
on.  First,  there  had  been  Brigadier 
Ivans  Littlepage,  who  held  that  rank 
IiIb,  and  died  in  service  during  the 
The  next  was  Brigadier  General 

Littlepage,  who  got  his  rank    by 
the  close  of  the  same  war,  in  which 
l3 


the  close  ot  the  same  struggle,  g 
of  major  at  its  tennination,  and 
Major  General  of  the  militia,  ' 
held  for  many  years  before  he  c 
as  the  privates  had  the  power  to  < 
officers^  the  position  of  a  Major  i 
militia  ceased  to  be  respectable,  t 
men  could  be  induced  to  serve, 
been  foreseen,  the  militia  itself  f< 
contempt,  where  it  now  is,  and 
ever  remain  until  a  different  c 
shall  be  chosen.  The  people  a 
deal,  no  doubt,  but  they  cannot 
purse  out  of  a  sow's  ear."  As  s 
from  the  old  classes  shall  be  : 
militia  will  come  up ;  for  in  no  ir 
it  so  material  to  have  men  of  cert 
notions,  and  education,  in  author 
connected  with  the  military  ser 
many  fine  speeches  may  be  ms 


OB,   THE   REDSKINS.  239 

» thej  are  called ;  but  citizens  never  can  be, 

and  iie?er  will  be  turned  into  soldiers  at  all, 

food  or  bod,  until  proper  ofiBcers  arc  placed 

orer  them.    To  return  to  Yop — 

''Bray  That  might  be  der  age  of  das  laty  dat 
f oa  callet  oU  young  missus  ?"  asked  my  uncle. 

"Goeb!  she  nutten  but  gal — ^born  sometime 
JB0t  a*ter  ole  French  war.  Remember  her  well 
jDOQgh  when  she  IVIiss  Dus  Malbone.  Young 
fltttfer  Mordaunt  take  fancy  to  her,  and  make 
her  he  wife." 

"Veil,  I  hopes  you  hafn't  any  objection  to 
der  match?" 

"Xot  I;  she  clebber  young  lady  den,  and 
4e  werry  clebber  young  lady  now." 

And  this  of  my  venerable  grandmother,  who 
hi  fairly  seen  her  four-score  years ! 

"Who  might  be  der  master  of  das  big  house 
aowT 

"Gin'ral  LitUepage,  does  n't  I  tell  ye! 
Kaaser  Mordaunt's  name,  my  young  master. 
Sn,  dere,  oidy  Injin;  he  nebber  so  lucky  as 
U)  a  good  master.  Niggers  gettin'  scarce,  dey 
telb  me,  now-ardays,  in  dis  world  I" 

**  Injins,  too,  I  dinks ;  dere  ist  no  more  red- 
kinB  might  be  blenty." 
The  manner  in  which  the  Onondago  raised 


240  RAVEXSNEST  ; 

his  figure,  and  the  look  he  fastened  on  iVMy 
uncle,  were  both  fine  and  startling.  As  yet  Ue 
had  said  nothing  beyond  the  salutation ;  but  X 
could  see  he  now  intended  to  speak. 

"  New  tribe,"  he  said,  afler  regarding  ua  for 
half  a  minute  intently ;  "  what  you  call  him — 
where  he  come  from?'' 

"  Ja,  ja — das  ist  der  anti-rent  redskins.  Haf 
you  seen  'em,  Trackless  ?  " 

"  Sartain ;  come  to  see  me — face  in  bag- — 
l)ehavc  like  squaw ;  poor  Injin — poor  warrior  ! 

"  Yces,  I  believes  dat  ist  true  enough.  I 
can't  bear  soch  Injin  ! — might  not  be  soch  Injii> 
in  world,     Vhat  you  call  'em,  eh?" 

Susqiicsus  shook  his  head  slowly,  and  witli 
dignity.     Then  he  gazed  intently  at  my  uncle ; 
after  which  he  fastened  his  eyes  in  a  similn^^ 
manner    on   me.      In    this   manner  his  loofo 
turned  from  one  to  the  other  for  some  little 
time,  when  he  jigain  dropped  them  to  the  carthi 
calmly  and  in  silence.     I  took  out  the  hurdy- 
gurdy,  and  began  to  play  a  lively  air — one  that 
was  very  popular  among  the  American  blacks, 
and  which,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  is  getting  to  be 
not  less  so  among  the  whites.    No  visible  eflfect 
was  produced  on  Susquesus,  unless   a  slight 
shade  of  contempt  was  visible  on  his  dark  fca- 
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tares,  With  Jaaf,  however,  it  was  very  diffe- 
rent. Old  as  he  was,  I  could  see  a  certain 
DeiTous  twitching  of  the  lower  limbs,  which 
indicated  that  the  old  fellow  actually  felt  some 
(^position  to  dance.  It  soon  passed  away, 
tlough  his  grim,  hard,  wrinkled,  dusky,  grey 
oountenance  continued  to  gleam  with  a  sort  of 
ioll  pleasure  for  some  time.  There  was  nothing 
surprising  in  this,  the  indifference  of  the  Indian 
to  melody  being  almost  as  marked  as  the  negro's 
8en«tiveness  to  its  power. 

It  was  not  to  be  expected  that  men  so  aged 
would  be  disposed  to  talk  much.  The  Onon- 
tgo  had  ever  been  a  silent  man ;  dignity  and 
gravity  of  character  uniting  with  prudence  to 
Tender  him  so.  But  Jaaf  was  constitutionally 
gttrulous,  though  length  of  days  had  necessarily 
*nch  diminished  the  propensity.  At  that 
iiKnnent  a  fit  of  thoughful  and  melancholy 
flence  came  over  my  uncle,  too,  and  all  four 
tf  U8  continued  brooding  on  our  own  reflections 
fcr  two  or  three  minutes  after  I  had  ceased  to 
pJ«y.  Presently  the  even,  smooth  approach  of 
triage-wheels  was  heard,  and  a  light,  summer 
^iade  that  was  an  old  acquaintance,  came 
wlirling  round  the  stable,  and  drew  up  within 
^  feet  of  the  spot  where  we  were  all  seated. 
My  heart  was  in  my  mouth,  at  this  unex- 
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pected  interruption,  and  I  could  pen 
my  uncle  was  scarcely  less  affected, 
flowing  and  pretty  drapery  of  summc 
and  the  other  ornaments  of  the  fern 
were  four  youthful  and  sunny  faces, 
venerable  with  years.  In  a  word,  n 
mother,  my  sister,  and  my  uncle's  1 
wards,  and  Mary  Warren,  were  in  the 
yes,  the  pretty,  gentle,  timid,  yet  spi 
intelligent  daughter  of  the  rector  w 
party,  and  seemingly  quite  at  home  ai 
case,  as  one  among  friends.  She  was 
to  speak  even,  though  it  was  in  a  1 
voice,  addressed  to  my  sister,  and  in  ¥ 
appeared  extorted  by  surprise. 

"  There  are  the  very  two  pedlars 
I  told  you,  Martha,"  she  said;  "  and 
may  hear  the  flute  well  played" 

*^  I  doubt  if  he  can  play  better  tha 
was  my  dear  sister's  answer.  "  But  ^ 
some  of  his  music,  if  it  be  only  to  r 
of  him  who  is  so  far  away." 

'^  The  music  we  can  and  will  have,  i 
cried  my  grandmother,   cheerfully; 
that  is  not  wanted  to  remind  us  of  o 
boy.     Good  morrow,  Susquesus;  I 
fine  day  agrees  with  you.*^ 

"  Sago,"  returned  the  Indian,  makii 
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iiified  and  even  graceful  forward  gesture  with 

dm  urn,  though  he  did  not  rise.  *^  Weadder 
good -Great  l^urit  good,  dat  reason.  How 
Untwfido?" 

**  We  are  all  well,  I  thank  you,  Trackless. 
Good  morrow,  Jaaf ;  how  do  you  do,  this  fine 
Bwnung?^ 

Top^  or  Jaap,  or  Jaaf,  rose  tottering,  made  a 
W  obeisance,  and  then  answered  in  the  semi- 
iBspectful,  semi-familiar  manner  of  an  old,  con- 
Sdential  family  servant,  as  the  last  existed 
ttoong  our  fathers : 

**  T'ank  'ee.  Miss  Dus,  wid  all  my  heart,"  he 
•iwwered.  "  Pretty  well  to-day ;  but  ole  Sus, 
ke  fail,  and  grow  oPer  and  ol'er  desp'ate  fast  1" 

Xow,  of  the  two,  the  Indian  was  much  the 
finest  relic  of  human  powers,  though  he  was 
Ictt  uneasy  and  more  stationary  than  the  black. 
But  the  propensity  to  see  the  mote  in  the  eye 
^  bis  friend,  while  he  forgot  the  beam  in  his 
<^  was  a  long-established  and  well-known 
Weakness  of  Jaaf,  and  its  present  exhibition 
^w«ed  everybody  to  smile.  I  was  delighted 
^  the   beaming,  laughing   eyes  of   Mary 

'^ttren  in  particular,  though  she  said  nothing. 
**!  cannot   say  I  agree  with   you,  Jaaf,'* 

^n»ed   my    smiling    grandmother.       **The 
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Trackless,  bears  his  years  surprisingly;  and 
think  I  have  not  seen  him  look  better  this  man_ 
a  day  than  he  is  looking  this  morning.  TTe  at" 
none  of  us  as  young  as  we  were  when  wc  firs 
became  acquainted,  Jaaf — which  is  now  near,  5 
not  quite,  three-score  years  ago." 

"  You  nuttin'  but  gal,  nudder,"  growled  tli 
negro.  "  Ole  Sus  be  raal  ole  fellow ;  but  Mi.- 
Dus  and  Masscr  Moi*daunt,  dcy  get  marrie 
only  tudder  day.  Why  dat  was  a  ter  de  rcvr 
looshen  I'' 

"It  was,  indeed,''  replied  the  venerabi 
woman,  with  a  touch  of  melancholy  in  he 
tones;  "but  the  revolution  took  place  manji 
many  a  long  year  since !" 

"  Well,  now,  I  be  surprise,  IVIiss  Dus !  Ho- 
you  call  dat  so  long,  when  he  only  be  tudde 
day?"  retorted  the  pertinacious  negro,  wh: 
began  to  grow  crusty,  and  to  speak  in  a  shor* 
spiteful  way,  as  if  displeased  by  hearing  that  ■ 
which  he  could  not  assent.  "  Masser  Corny  w« 
little  ole,  p'r  aps,  if  he  lib,  but  all  de  rest  c 
you  nuttin'  but  cliildren.  Tell  me  one  tln^ 
ftCss  Dus,  be  it  true  dey's  got  a  town  a 
Satanstoe !" 

^'  An  attempt  waa  made,  a  few  years  since,  " 
turn  the  whole  country  into  towns,  and,  amor: 
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otber  places,  the  Neck ;  but  I  believe  it  will 
WTer  be  anything  more  than  a  capital  farm." 

"So  besser.     Dat  good  land,  I  tell  you  I  One 
wie  down  dere  wort'  more  dan  twenty  acre  up 

'     kere." 

"3fy  grandson  would  not  be  pleased  to  hear 
jou  say  that,  Jaaf." 

''Who  your  grandson.  Miss  Dus.  Remember 
y^'ii  hab  little  baby  t  udder  day ;  but  baby  can't 
i^bbaby." 

**-:Ui,  Jaaf,  my  old  friend,  my  babies  have 
•^Hg  since  been  men  and  women,  and  are  draw- 
^g  on  to  old  age.  One,  and  he  was  my  first 
^rn,  is  gone  before  us  to  a  better  world,  and 
^  boy  is  now  your  young  master.  This  young 
•^y,  that  is  seated  opposite  to  me,  is  the  sister 
^that  young  master,  and  she  would  be  grieved 
^*^  think  you  have  forgotten  her." 

Jaaf  laboured  under  the  diflSculty  so  common 

^  oM  age ;  he  was  forgetful  of  things  of  more 

■accent  date,  while  he  remembered  those  which 

^Md  occurred  a  century  ago !     The  memory  is  a 

^^t  that  ptLTtakea  of  the  peculiarity  of  all  our 

'"pnioiw  and  habits.     In  youth  it  is  easily  im- 

P'^sedjand  the  images  then  engraved  on  it  are 

*^  deep  and  lasting,  while  those  that  suc- 

*^  become  crowded,  and  take  less  root,  frona 
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the  circumstance  of  finding  the  ground  alrcad 
occupied.  In  the  present  instance,  the  age  W8 
80  great  that  the  change  was  really  startling 
the  old  negroes  recollections  occasionally  comin 
on  the  mind  like  a  voice  from  the  grave.  A 
for  the  Indian^  as  I  afterwards  ascertained,  h 
was  better  preserved  in  all  respects  than  th 
black ;  his  great  temperance  in  youth,  freedoc 
from  labour^  exercise  in  the  open  air,  umted  t 
the  comforts  and  abundance  of  semi-civilixe 
habits,  that  had  now  lasted  for  near  a  cental} 
coutributing  to  preserve  both  mind  and  bodj 
As  I  now  looked  at  him,  I  remembered  what 
had  heard  in  boyhood  of  his  history. 

There  had  ever  been  a  mystery  about  the  Hi 
of  the  Onondago.  If  any  one  of  our  set  hi 
over  been  acquainted  with  the  facts,  it  wi 
Andrics  Cocjemans,  a  half-uncle  of  my  def 
grandmother,  a  person  who  has  been  know 
among  us  by  the  sobriquet  of  the  Chainbeare 
My  grandmother  had  told  me  that  ''one 
Chainbearer,''  as  we  all  called  the  old  relativ 
did  know  all  about  Susquesus,  in  his  time — tl 
reason  why  he  had  left  his  tribe,  and  becooM 
hunter,  and  warrior,  and  runner  among  tl 
pale-faces — and  that  he  had  always  saU  tl 
particulars  ^d  his  red  friend  great  credit,  h 
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be  vonld  reveal  it  no  fiirther.  So  great, 
rer,  was  uncle  Chainbearer's  reputation 
legritj,  that  such  an  opinion  was  sufficient 
i^ore  for  the  Onondago  the  fullest  confi- 
of  the  whole  connexion,  and  the  expe* 
of  four-score  years  and  ten  had  proved 
bis  confidence  was  well  placed.  Some 
d  the  sort  of  exile  in  which  the  old  man 
long  lived  to  love ;  others  to  war ;  and 
again,  to  the  consequences  of  those  fierce 
J  feuds  that  are  known  to  occur  among 

the  savage  state.  But  all  was  just  as 
k  mystery  and  matter  of  conjecture,  now 
re  drawing  near  to  the  middle  of  the 
nth  century,  as  it  had  been  when  our 
lers  were  receding  from  the  middle  of  the 
nth  I  To  return  to  the  negro. 
^Ofogh  Jaaf  had  momentarily  foi^tten 
i  quite  forgotten  my  parents,  he  remem- 
ny  sister,  who  was  in  the  habit  of  seeing 

often.  In  what  manner  he  connected 
th  the  family,  it  is  not  easy  to  say :  but 
w  her  not  only  by  sight,  but  by  name, 
one  might  say,  by  blood. 
«,  yes,**  cried  the  old  fellow,  a  little 
,  'ckanynng'  his  thick  lips  together, 
lal  as  an  alligator  snaps  his  jaws,  '^  yesi, 
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I  knows  Miss  Patty,  of  course.  Mil 
worry  han  some,  and  grows  ban's 
handsomer  ebbery  time  I  sees  her— 
yah!"  The  laugh  of  that  old  ncgi 
startling  and  unnatural,  yet  there  was 
of  the  joyous  in  it,  after  all,  like  ev< 
laugh.  "  Yah,  yah,  yah  1  Yes,  IV: 
won'erful  han'some,  and  worry  like 
I  s'posc,  now.  Miss  Patty  wast  bon 
time  dat  Gin'ral  Washington  die." 

As  this  was  a  good  deal  more  than  d( 
sister's  age,  it  produced  a  common  lai 
the  light-hearted  girls  in  the  carriage 
of  intelligence  that  almost  amounte( 
also  shot  athwart  the  countenance  c 
dago,  while  the  muscles   of  his  f 
but  he  said  nothing.     I  had  rca 
afterwards  that  the  tablet  of  hi.' 
taincd  its  records  better. 

"  What  friends  have  you  wit 
Jaaf, "  inquired  my  grandmothei 
head  towards  ufe  pedlars  graciouf 
time;    a    salutation    that  my 
myself  rose  hastily  to  acknowlc 

As  for  myself,  I  own  honof 
have  jumped  into  the  vehicle  a: 
grandmother's  still  good-looki 
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cheekB,  and  hugged  Patt,  and  possiblj  some  of 
tile  others,  to  my  heart.  Uncle  Ko  had  more 
command  of  himself;  though  I  could  see  that 
tile  sound  of  his  venerable  parent's  voice^  in 
^kich  the  tremour  was  barely  perceptible,  was 
oear  oyercoming  him. 

"Dese  be  pedlar,  ma'am,  I  do  s'pose," 
aiiswered  the  black.  "  Dey's  got  box  wid 
cornet  In'  in  him,  and  dey's  got  new  kind  of 
fiddle.  Come,  young  man,  gib  IVUss  Dus  a 
tune— a  libely  one ;  sich  as  make  an  ole  nigger 
dance." 

I  drew  round  the  hurdy-gurdy,  and  was 
^>«ginniDg  to  flourish  away,  when  a  gentle, 
'^eet  voice,  raised  a  little  louder  than  usual  by 
^Jigemeas,  interrupted  me. 

"  Oh!  not  that  thing,  not  that ;  the  flute,  the 
flute  I"  exclaimed  Mary  Warren,  blushing  to 
the  eyes  at  her  own  boldness,  the  instant  slic  saw 
^t  she  was  heard,  and  that  I  was  about  to 
comply. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  I  bowed 

'«q)ectfully,  laid  down  the  hurdy-gurdy,  drew 

the  Ante  from  my  pocket,   and,   after  a  few 

flourishes,  commenced  playing  one  of  the  newest 

nrsg  or  melodies,  from  a  favourite  opera.     I 

MW  the  colour  rush  into  Martha's  cheeks  the 
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moment  I  had  got  through  a  bar  or  tvro 
the  start  she  gave  satisfied  me  that  the 
girl  remembered  her  brother's  flute, 
played  on  that  very  instrument  ever  sii 
was  sixteen,  but  I  had  made  an  immense 
gress  in  the  art  during  the  five  years  just  f 
in  Europe.  Masters  at  Naples,  Paris,  Vi 
and  London  had  done  a  great  deal  for  me ; 
I  trust  I  shall  not  bethought  vain  if  I  add 
nature  had  done  something,  too.  My  exo 
grandmother  listened  in  profound  attei 
and  all  four  of  the  girls  were  enchanted. 

"  That  music  is  worthy  of  being  heard 
room,"  observed  the  former,  as  soon  as  I 
eluded  the  air ;  "  and  we  shall  hope  to  hi 
this  evening,  at  the  Nest  House,  if  you  re 
anywhere  near  us.  In  the  mean  time,  we 
pursue  our  airing." 

As  my  grandmother  spoke  she  leaned  foi 
and  extended  her  hand  to  me,  with  a  bene^ 
smile.  I  advanced,  received  the  dollar  tha 
offered,  and,  unable  to  command  my  fee 
raised  the  hand  to  my  lips,  respectfully 
with  fervour.  Had  Martha's  face  been 
me,  it  would  have  suffered  also.  I  bu 
there  was  nothing  in  this  respectful  salnl 
that  struck  the  spectators  as  very  much  o 
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ij,  foreigners  having  foreign  cufitoms,  but 
i  flash  in  my  venerable  grandmother's 
as  the  carriage  moved  o£  She  had  noted 
imth  of  the  manner.  My  uncle  had 
away,  I  dare  say  to  conceal  the  tears 
irted  to  his  eyes,  and  Jaaf  followed 
the  door  of  the  hut,  whither  my  uncle 
in  order  to  do  the  honours  of  the  place, 
t  me  quite  alone  with  the  Indian. 
y  no  kiss  face  of  grandmodder?"  asked 
>ndago,  coolly  and  quietly. 
I  clap  of  thunder  broken  over  my  head, 
not  have  been  more  astonished !  The 
that  had  deceived  my  nearest  relations 
bad  bafBcd  Seneca  Newcome,  and  had 
unght  even  his  sister  Opportunity — had 
3  conceal  me  from  that  Indian,  whose 
)  might  be  supposed  to  have  been  numbed 
el 

it  possible  that  you  know  me,  Sus- 
"  I  exclaimed,  signing  towards  the 
it  the  same  time  by  way  of  caution; 
foo  remember  me,  at  all!  I  should 
>iight  this  wig,  these  clothes  would  have 
Ame.^ 

tain,"  answered  the  aged  Indian,  calmly. 
yoong   chief  soon  as  see  him ;  know 
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fader — know  mudJer ;  know  granYader,  gem 
cuddrr — ereai-gnmYader ;  iis  fader  too ;  kia 
all     Why  forget  young  chief?'' 

"  Did  you  know  me  before  I  kissed  l 
^Aadmother'*  hand,  or  only  by  that  act?" 

"  Know  as  soon  a^  see  him.  What  ejt 
iTvXxi  for.  if  don't  know  ?  Know  uncle,  dere 
sirraia  ;  wcloome  homel" 

"  Bu:  you  will  not  let  others  know  us,  too 
TniokKss:  We  Live  always  been  friends 
Ih.iv:" 

"  Bo  sure,  friends.  Why  ole  eagle,  wic 
wliiio  head,  strike  young  pigeon?  Nebbd 
li:r.chot  in  'o  juth  between  Susquesus  andanj 
of  do  trlbo  of  Kavensnest.  Too  ole  to  digbifl 
up  now." 

'•  There  are  gooil  reasons  why  my  uncle  aw 
myself  should  not  be  known  for  a  few  dayi 
Perhai^  you  have  heard  something  of  tl 
trouble  that  has  grown  up  between  the  lam 
lords  and  the  tenants,  in  the  land?" 

"  AMiat  dat  trouble  ?" 

"  The  tenants  arc  tired  of  paying  rent,  m 
wish  to  make  a  new  bargain,  by  which  tb 
can  become  owners  of  the  farms  on  which  th 
live." 

A  grim  light  played  upon  the  swarthy  conn 
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of  the  Indian :    his  lips  moved^  but  he 
1  nothing  aloud, 
are  you  heard  anything  of  this,  Sus- 

tie  bird  sing  sich  song  in  my  ear — didn't 
learit" 

I  of  Indians  who  are  moving  up  and 
e  country,  armed  with  rifles  and  dressed 
?" 

it  tribe,  dem  Injin?"  asked  the  Track- 
i  a  quickness  and  a  fire  I  did  not  think 
le  for  him  to  retain.  "  What  'ey  do, 
T)out? — on  war-path,  eh?'' 
)ne  sense  they  may  be  said  to  be  so. 
Jong  to  the  anti-rent  tribe;  do  you 
cha  nation?" 

r  Ingin  dat,  blieve.  Why  come  so 
rhy  no  come  when  'e  foot  of  Susquesus 
feather  of  bird? — why  stay  away  till 
8  plentier  dan  leaf  on  tree,  or  snow  in 
undred  year  ago,  when  dat  oak  little, 
;in  might  be  good;  now,  he  good  for 

you  will  keep  our  secret,  Sus? — will 
I  tell  the  negro  who  we  are  ?" 
rrackless  simply  nodded  his  head  in 
After  this  he  seemed  to  me  to  sink 


254 


RATENSNEST  ; 


back  in  a  sort  of  brooding  lethargy^  as  if  indis- 
posed to  pursue  the  subject.  I  left  him  to  go 
to  my  uncle^  in  order  to  relate  what  had  ju^t 
passed.  Mr.  Roger  Littlepage  was  as  much 
astonished  as  I  had  been  myself^  at  hearing 
that  one  so  aged  should  have  detected  u* 
through  disguises  that  had  deceived  our  nearest 
of  kin.  But  the  quiet  penetration  and  close  ob- 
servation of  the  man  had  long  been  remarkable. 
As  his  good  faith  was  of  proof,  however,  neither 
felt  any  serious  apprehension  of  being  betrayed, 
as  soon  as  he  had  a  moment  for  reflection. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

**  He  saw  a  cottage  with  a  doable  coach-house, 
A  cottage  of  gentility ; 
And  the  dcril  did  grin,  for  his  darling  Bin 
Is  the  pride  that  apes  humility." 

Devil's  Thoughts. 

It  was  now  necessary  to  determine  what 
course  we  ought  next  to  pursue.  It  might 
appear  presuming  in  men  of  our  pursuits  to  go 
to  the  Nest  before  the  appointed  time;  and 
^  we  proceed  on  to  the  village,  we  should  have 
the  Stance  between  the  two  places  to  walk 
over  twice,  carrying  our  instruments  and  jewel- 
hox.  After  a  short  consultation^  it  was  decided 
to  vimt  the  nearest  dwellings,  and  to  remain 
•0  near  my  own  house  as  was  practicable,  making 
n  arrangement  to  sleep  somewhere  in  its  im* 
meduite  vicinity.  Could  we  trust  any  one  with 
our  eecrety  onr  fare  would  probably  be  all  the 
M  2 
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better ;  but  my  uncle  thought  it  most  prud.^ 
to  maintain  a  strict  incognito  until  he  had  asc*. 
tained  the  true  state  of  things  in  the  town. 

We  took  leave  of  the  Indian  and  the  negre 
therefore,  promising  to  visit  them  again  in  th 
course  of  that  or  the  succeeding  day,  and  fol 
lowed  the  path  that  led  to  the  farm-house.  I 
was  our  opuiion  that  we  might,  at  least,  expec 
to  meet  with  friends  in  the  occujiants  oftb 
home  farm.  The  same  family  had  been  retains 
in  possession  there  for  three  generations,  an 
being  hired  to  manage  the  husbandry  and  t 
take  care  of  the  dairy,  there  was  not  the  sam 
reason  for  the  disalFcction,  that  was  said  s 
generally  to  exist  among  the  tenantrj^,  previuliDj 
among  them.  The  name  of  this  family  wi 
Miller,  and  it  consisted  of  the  two  heads  an 
some  six  or  seven  children,  most  of  the  latte 
being  still  quite  young. 

"  Tom  IVIiller  was  a  trusty  lad,  when  I  knc^ 
much  of  him,''  said  my  uncle,  as  we  drew  nei 
to  the  barn,  in  which  we  saw  the  party  mei 
tioned,  at  work ;  "  and  he  is  said  to  have  b 
havcd  well  in  one  or  two  alarms  they  baye  hi 
at  the  Nest,  this  summer ;  still,  it  may  be  wit 
not  to  let  even  him  into  our  secret  as  yet«** 

'^  I  am  quite  of  your  mind,  sir,"  I  anawerc 
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"tor  who  knows  that  he  has  not  just  as  strong 
a  fere  as  any  of  tliem  to  own  the  farm  on 
»lijc/i  he  Jives  ?  He  is  the  grandson  of  tlie  man 
»io  cleared  it  from  the  forest,  and  has  mucli 
lie  aune  title  as  the  rest  of  them." 
"Fery  true ;  and  why  should  not  that  give  him 
JBt  as  good  a  right  to  elaim  an  interest  in  the 
£vm,  I>ejond  that  he  has  got  under  his  contract 
to  work  it,  as  if  he  held  a  lease  ?  He  who  holds 
•  lease  gets  no  right  beyond  his  bargain;  nor 
4)es  this  man.  The  one  is  paid  for  his  labour 
ly  the  excess  of  his  receipts  over  the  amount  of 
lib  annual  rent,  while  the  other  is  paid  partly 
itt  what  he  raises,  and  jmrtly  in  wages.  In 
ivinciple  there  is  no  difference  whatever,  not  a 
prticle;  yet  I  question  if  the  veriest  demagogue 
in  the  State  would  venture  to  say  that  the  man, 
^  the  family,  which  works  a  farm  for  hire,  even 
k  fer  a  hundred  years,  gets  the  smallest  right  to 
.  ttj  he  sliall  not  quit  it,  if  its  owner  please,  as 
>oon  as  his  term  of  service  is  up  1" 

" '  The  love  of  money  is  the  root  of  all  evil ;' 
nd  when  that  feeling  is  uppermost,  one  can 
never  tell  what  a  man  will  do.     The  bribe  of  a 
good  fiinn,  obtained  for  nothing,  or  for  an  insig- 
nificant price,  is  sufficient  to  upset  the  morality 
of  even  Tom  Miller." 
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"  You  are  right,  Hugh ;  and  here  is 
the  points  in  which  our  political  men  bet: 
cloven  foot.  They  write,  and  proclaii 
make  speeches,  as  if  the  anti-rent  trouble 
out  of  the  durable  lease  system  solely,  v 
we  all  know  that  it  is  extended  to  all  desci 
of  obligations  given  for  the  occupancy  < 
— life-leases,  leases  for  a  term  of  years, : 
for  deeds,  and  bonds  and  mortgages, 
wide- spread,  though  not  yet  universal  a 
of  those  who  have  the  least  claim  to  t 
session  of  real  estate,  to  obtain  the  entin 
and  that  by  agencies  that  neither  the  1 
good  morals  will  justify.  It  is  no  nein 
dient  for  partizans  to  place  en  evidence  n 
of  their  principles  and  intentions  than  sui 
purposes.  But,  here  we  are  within  et 
and  must  resort  to  the  High  Dutch.  Gu 
autcn  tagi^  continued  uncle  Ko,  droppin{ 
into  the  broken  English  of  our  masquer 
we  walked  into  the  bam,  where  Miller, 
his  older  boys,  and  a  couple  of  hired  m€ 
at  work,  grinding  scythes  and  preparing 
approaching  hay-harvest.  **  It  might  b 
day,  dis  fine  momin'." 

^'  Good  day,  good  day^"  cried  Miller, 
and  glancing  his  eye  a  HtUe  curiously 
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menu,  "  What  have  you  got  in  your 
-ewences?" 

^'ein;  yatches  and  drinkets ;"  setting  down 
)if  and  openmg  it  at  once  for  the  inspec- 
f  all  present.  "  Von't  you  burchase  a 
atch,  dis  bleasant  mornin'?" 
e  they  ra-al  gold?"  asked  Miller,  a  little 
3gly.  '^  And  all  them  chains  and  rings, 
r  gold  too?** 

>t  true  golt ;  nein,  nein,  I  might  not  say 
}ut  goot  enough  golt  for  blain  folks,  like 
dme-" 

lem  things  would  never  do  for  the  grand 
over  at  the  big  house  I"  cried  one  of  the 
»«  who  was  unknown  to  me,  but  whose 
'.  soon  ascertained  was  Joshua  Brigham, 
10  spoke  with  a  sort  of  malicious  sneer 
once  betrayed  he  was  no  friend.     ^^  You 
em  for  poor  folks,  I  s'pose ?" 
meana  dem  for  any  bodies  dat  will  pay 
noney   for   'em,"   answered    my    uncle. 
Id  you  like  a  vatch?" 
liat  would  I;  and  a  &rm,  too,  if  I  could 
n  cheapo"  answered  Brigham,  with  a  sneer 
I  not  attempt  to  conceaL     *'  How  do  you 
vms  to-day?" 
^  bif  got  no  Csnns;  I  sells  drinkets  and 
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vatche^,  but  I  doesn't  sell  farms.  Vhat  I  1 
jTot  I  vill  sell,  but  I  cannot  sells  vhat  I  haf  m 
got." 

"  Oh  I  youll  get  all  you  want  if  youll  sta} 
long  enough  in  tliis  country  I  This  is  a  free 
land,  and  just  the  place  for  a  poor  man ;  or  it 
will  be,  as  soim  as  we  get  all  the  lords  and  aii- 
tocnits  out  of  it." 

This  was  the  first  time  I  had  ever  heard  this 
political  blarney  with  my  own  ears,  thougli  1 
had  understood  it  was  often  used  by  those  wIk 
wish  to  give  to  their  own  particular  envy  one 
covetousncss  a  grand  and  sounding  air. 

"  \'ell,  I  haf  heards  dat  in  xVmerica  den 
might  not  be  any  noplcs  ant  aristocrats,"  pu 
in  my  uncle,  with  an  appearance  of  beautifu 
simplicity ;  "  and  dat  dere  ist  not  ein  graaf  i 
der  whole  coontry." 

^^  Oh !  there's  all  sorts  of  folks  here,  just  i 
they  are  to  be  found  elsewhere,"  cried  ]^Iillc 
seating  himself  coolly  on  the  end  of  the  grim 
stone  frame,  to  open  and  look  into  the  myst 
ries  of  one  of  the  watches.  "  Now,  Josh  Bri 
ham,  here,  calls  all  that*8  above  him  in  t 
world  aristocrats,  but  he  doesnt  call  all  tha 
below  him  his  equals.'' 

I  liked  that  speech;  and  I  liked  the  co 
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Acifed  fray  in  which  it  was  uttered.  It  de- 
noted, in  its  spirit,  a  man  who  saw  things  as 
tier  are,  and  who  was  not  afraid  to  say  what 
k  tliought  about  them.  My  uncle  Ko  was 
npriaed,  and  that  agreeably,  too,  and  he  turned 
to  Miller  to  pursue  the  discourse. 
"Den  dere  might  not  be  any  nopility  in 
^  America,  after  all?"  he  asked,  inquiringly. 
"  Yes,  there's  plenty  of  such  lords  as  Josh 
iere,  who  want  to  be  uppermost  so  plaguily 
tiat  they  don't  stop  to  touch  all  the  rounds  of 
tie  ladder.  I  tell  him,  friend,  he  wants  to  get 
OQ  too  fast,  and  that  he  mustn't  set  up  for  a 
gentleman  before  he  knows  how  to  behave 
iBwelf." 

Joeh  looked  a  little  abashed  at  a  rebuke  that 

cune  from  one  of  his  own  class,  and  which  he 

must  have  felt,  in  secret,  was  merited.    But  the 

fawn  was  at  work  in  him,  and  he  had  per- 

ittded  himself  that  he  was  the  champion  of  a 

?ttdity  as  sacred  as  liberty,  when,  in  fact,  he 

vis  rimply  and  obviously  doing  neither  more 

lor  less  than  breaking  the  tenth  commandment. 

fle  did  not  like  to  give  up,  while  he  skirmished 

irith  Miller,  as  the  d(^  that  has  been  beaten 

thready  two  or  three  times  growls  over  a  bone 

Mt  the  approach  of  his  conqueror. 

x3 


2G2  RAVENSNEgT ; 

"Well,  thank  heaven!"  he  cried,  "/l^art- 
got  some  spirit  in  my  body." 

"  That's  very  true,  Joshua,"  answered  'MUler, 
laying  down  one  watch  and  taking  up  anotber; 
*^  but  it  happens  to  be  an  evil  spirit," 

"  Now,  here's  them  Littlcpages;  what  mikei 
them  better  than  other  folks  ?" 

"  You  liad  better  let  tlic  Iiittlepages  alonft 
Joshua,  seein'  they're  a  family  that  you  know 
nothing  at  all  about." 

"  I  don  t  want  to  know  them ;  though  I  i^ 
happen  to  know  all  I  want  to  know.  I  dc" 
spisc  'em/' 

"No,  you  don't,  Joshy,  my  boy;  nobody 
despises  folks  they  talk  so  spitefully  about- 
What's  the  price  of  this  here  watch,  friend?" 

*'  Four  dollars,"  said  my  uncle,  eagerly,  faffing 
lower  than  was  prudent,  in  his  desire  to  reward 
Miller  for  his  good  feeling  and  soimd  sentir 
mcnts.  "  Ja,  ja — you  might  haf  das  vatch  foT 
four  dollars." 

"I'm  afraid  it  isn^t  good  for  anything," 
returned  IVIiller,  feeling  the  distrust  that  was 
natural  at  hearing  a  price  so  low.  *'  Let's  haTt 
another  look  at  its  inside." 

No  man,  probably,  ever  bought  a  watch  with- 
out looking  into  its  works  with'  an  air  of  great 
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mteUi<fence,  though  none  but  a  mechanician  is 
anj  wiser  for  his  survey.  Tom  Miller  acted  on 
tiw  principle,  for  the  good  looks  of  the  machine 
k  beld  in  his  hand,  and  the  four  dollars^ 
tempted  him  sorely.  It  had  its  eflfect,  too,  on 
Ae  turbulent  and  envious  Joshua,  who  seemed 
to  understand  himself  very  well  in  a  bargain. 
Neither  of  the  men  had  supposed  the  watches 
to  be  of  gold,  for  though  the  metal  that  is  in  a 
Tatch  does  not  amount  to  a  great  deal,  it  is 
D^j  of  more  value  than  all  that  was  asked 
for  the  ^'article"  now  under  examination.  In 
P<»nt  of  fact,  my  uncle  had  this  very  watch 
"invoiced  to  him"  at  twice  the  price  he  now 
ftttitat. 

"And  what  do  you  ask  for  this?"  demanded 
Joshua,  taking  up  another  watch  of  very  similar 
loob  and  of  equal  value  to  the  one  that 
Idler  still  retained  open  in  his  hand.  "  Won't 
you  let  this  go  for  three  dollars  ?  " 

"Xo;  der  brice  of  dat  is  effery  cent  of  forty 
AJlan,"  answered  uncle  Ro,  stubbornly. 

The  two  men  now  looked  at  the  pedlar  in 

ABiprise.     Miller  took  the  watch  from  his  hired 

mu,  examined  it  attentively,  compared  it  with 

the  other,  and  thicn  demanded  its  price  anew. 

''You  might  haf  eider  of  dem  vatches  for 


j\  a  mistake. 

U  "OhI-'  he  sale],  '*  I   understoo 

fartf/    dollars.       Four    dollars    i 
matter."  i^i 

*^  Josh,"  interrupted  the  more 
cooler-headed  Miller,  **  it  is  high 
and  Peter  go  and  look  a'ter  ther 
conch  will  soon  be  blowing  for  di 
want  a  trade,  you  can  have  one 
back." 

Notwithstanding  the  plainness 
ance  and  language,  Tom  Miller 
his  own  company.  He  gave  thts 
and  in  his  usual  familiar  wa} 
obviously  to  be  obeyed  without  a 
In  a  minute  the  two  hired  m< 
company,  leaving  no  one  behin 
but  Miller,  his  sons,  and  us  tw( 
there  was  a  motive  for  all  thi 
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trae  price  of  this  watch.     Tve  a  mind  for  it, 
and  may  be  we  can  agree." 

"Four  doDars,"  answered  my  uncle,  dls- 
&ctly.  «I  haf  said  you  might  haf  it  for  dat 
money,  and  vhat  I  haf  said  once  might  always 

**Iwill  take  it  then.  I  almost  wish  you  had 
•sled  eight,  though  four  dollars  saved  is  suthin' 
fw"  a  poor  man.  It's  so  plaguy  cheap  I'm  a 
•ittle  afraid  on't;  but  I'll  ventur'.  There; 
were'a  your  money,  and  in  hard  cash," 

**Dank  you,  sir.  Won't  das  ladies  choose  to 
■oAatmydrinkets?" 

"Oh!  if  you  want  to  deal  with  ladies  who 
^  dudns  and  rings  the  Nest  House  is  the 
P'wc.  My  woman  wouldn't  know  what  to  do 
»ith  rich  things,  and  don't  set  herself  up  for  a 
^  lady  at  all.  That  chap  who  has  just  gone 
fer  the  sheep  is  the  only  great  man  we  have 
about  this  farm." 

''Ja,  ja;  he  ist  a  nople  in  a  dirty  shirt :  ja, 
j>j'  why  hast  he  dem  pig  feelin's?" 

^  I  believe  you  have  named  them  just  as  they 

<x^t  to  be,  pi^i^s  feelin's.    It's  because  he  wishes 

to  thrust  his  own  snout  all  over  the  trough,  and 

auDsd  when  he  finds  anybody  else's  in  the  way. 

WeVe  getting  to  have  plenty  of  such  fellows  up 
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and  down  the  country,  and  an  uncomforts 
time  they  give  us.     Boys,  I  do  believe  it 
turn  out,  a'ter  all,  that  Joah  is  an  Injin  V* 

"  I  know  he  is,"  answered  the  oldest  of  i 
two  sons,  a  lad  of  nineteen ;  *^  where  & 
should  he  be  so  much  of  nights  and  Sundaj 
but  at  their  trainin's? — and  wlmt  was  t 
meanin'  of  the  calico  bundle  I  saw  under  I 
arm  a  month  ago,  as  I  told  you  on  at  tlie  time 

"  If  I  find  it  out  to  be  as  you  say,  Harry,  1 
!?hall  tramp  off  of  this  farm.  I'll  have  no  Inji 
hcrel" 

"  Veil  I  dought  I  dit  see  an  olt  Injin  in  ah 
up  yonder  a^st  by  der  woots!"  put  in  my  udc 
innocently. 

^^  Oh !  that  is  Susquesus,  an  Onondago ; 
is  a  true  Injin  and  a  gentleman;  but  we  have 
parcel  of  the  mock  gentry  about,  who  are  a  p 
and  an  eyesore  to  every  honest  man  in  the  ooi 
try.  Half  on  'em  are  nothing  but  thieves 
mock  Injin  dresses.  The  law  is  agm  'em,rij 
is  ag'in  'em,  and  every  true  friend  of  libert} 
the  country  ought  to  be  ag'in  'em." 

"  Yhat  ist  der  matter  in  dis  coontry  ?  1 1 
in  Europe  how  America  ist  a  free  lant,  ant  1 
efery  man  hast  his  rights ;  but  since  I  got  \ 
dcy  do  nothin^  but  talk  of  barons,  and  noi 
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and  teimtB,  and  arifldograts,  and  all  der  bat 

inp  I  m^t  leaf  behint  me,  in  dcr  olt  worlt." 
"  The  plain  matter  is,  friend^  that  they  who 

biTe  got  little,  enrj  them  that's  got  much ;  and 
the  struggle  is  to  sec  which  is  the  strongest. 
On  the  one  side  is  the  law,  and  right,  and  bar- 
pin^  and  contracts ;  and  on  the  other  thou- 
nnds— not  of  dollars,  but  of  men.  Thousands 
of  voters;  d'ye  understand?" 

*  Ja,  ja — I  oonderstands;  dat  ist  easy  enough. 
Rrt  vhy  do  dey  dalk  so  much  of  noples  and  aris- 
^ograta  ? — ist  der  noples  and  arisdograts  in 
America?" 

**  Well,  I  don't  much  understand  the  natur' 
oTaich  things ;  there  sartainly  is  a  difference  in 
•ea,  and  a  difference  in  their  fortun's,  and  edi- 
^ttioDB,  and  such  sort  of  things." 

"  Und  der  law,  den,  favours  der  rich  man  at  der 
••t  of  der  poor,  in  America,  too,  does  it  ?  Und 
J^  haf  arisdograts  who  might  not  pay  taxes, 
^  who  holt  all  der  offices,  and  get  all  der 
pooUic  money,  and  who  ist  petter  pefore  de  law, 
■  all  dings,  dan  ast  dem  dat  be  not  arisdograts  ? 

lilt  80?" 

Ifiller  laughed  outright,  and  shook  his  head 
it  this  qaestdon,  continuing  to  examine  the 
nnkets  the  whole  time. 
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**  No,  no,  my  friend,  weVc  not  much  of 
in  this  part  of  the  world,  either.  Rich  me 
very  few  offices,  to  begin  with ;  for  it's  an  a 
ment  in  favour  of  a  man  for  an  office,  tha 
poor,  and  tvants  it  Folks  don't  so  mud 
who  the  office  wants,  as  who  want»  the  ( 
Then,  as  for  taxes,  there  isn't  much  re3|)ect 
to  the  rich,  on  that  8(?.ore.  Young 'Squire  L 
page  pays  the  tax  on  this  farm  directly  hit 
and  it's  assessed  half  as  high  ag'in,  all  t 
considered,  as  any  other  farm  on  his  estate 

"  But  dat  ist  not  right." 

"  Right !  "tVTio  says  it  is  ?— or  who  tl 
there  is  anything  right  about  assessments, 
where?  I  have  heard  assessors,  with  my 
ears,  use  such  words  as  these : — *  Sich  a  m 
rich,  and  can  affi^rd  to  pay,'  and  *  sich  a  n 
poor,  and  it  will  come  hard  on  him.'  Oh ! 
kivcr  up  dishonesty,  now-a-days,  under  all 
of  argooments." 

"  But  der  law ;  der  rich  might  liaf  dc: 
on  dcir  side,  surely?" 

"  In  what  way,  I  should  like  to  know  ?  J 
be  everything,  and  juries  will  go  accord! 
their  feclin's,  as  well  as  other  men.  I've 
the  things  with  my  own  eyes.  The  count} 
just  enough  a-day  to  make  poor  men  like 
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ies,  and  they  never  fail  to  attend,  while 
hat  can  pay  their  fines  stay  away,  and  so 
he  law  pretty  much  in  the  hands  of  one 

No  rich  man  gains  his  cause,  unless  his 
80  strong  it  can't  be  helped." 
1  heard  this  before,  there  being  a  very 

complaint  throughout  the  country  of 

ictical  abuses  connected  with  the  jury 

I  have  heard  intelligent  lawyers  com- 

that  whenever  a  cause  of  any  interest 

e  tried,  the  first  question  asked  is  not 

are  the  merits?"  "which  has  the  law 
t  fects  on  his  side?"  but  "  who  is»  likely 
a  the  jury  ?" — thus  obviously  placing  the 
ition  of  the  jury  before  either  law  or 
5e.  Systems  may  have  a  very  fair  appear^ 
I  paper  and  as  theories,  that  are  execrable 
tice.  As  for  juries,  I  believe  the  better 
of  the  intelligent  of  all  countries  is,  that 
liey  are  a  capital  contrivance  to  resist  the 
f  power  in  narrow  governments,  in  go- 
uts of  a  broad  constituency  they  have 
ct,  which  might  easily  be  seen,  of  placing 
trol  of  the  law  in  the  hands  of  those  who 
le  most  apt  to  abuse  it ;  since  it  is  add- 
instead  of  widistanding  and  resisting  the 
ing  authority  of  the  State,  from  which| 
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in  a  |K»piilar  government,  moi*t  of  the  sXyiidC^ 
must  unavoidably  proceed. 

As  for  my  uncle  Ro,  he  was  disposed  to  pur* 
sue  the  subject  with  Miller,  who  turned  ont  to 
be  a  discreet  and  conscientious  man.    After  ft 
very  short  pause,  as  if  to  reflect  on  what  had 
been  said,  he  resumed  the  discourse. 

"  AHiat,  den,  makes  arisdograts  in  discoontiy* 
asked  my  uncle. 

"  "\Va-a-r — no  man  but  an  American  of  Kcw 
England  descent,  as  was  the  case  with^Iiller,ca» 
give  this  woimI  its  attic  sound — "  Wa-a-1,  it^ 
hard  to  say.     I  hear  a  great  deal  about  aiid" 
tocrats,  and  I  read  a  great  deal  about  arbtocnt3» 
in  this  country,  and  I  know  that  most  folk^ 
look  upon  them  as  hateful,  but  I'm  by  no  metii^ 
sartain  1  know  what  an  aristocrat  is.     Do  ycfi^ 
liappen  to  know  anything  about  it,  friend?" 

*^  Ja,  ja ;  an  arisdograt  ist  one  of  a  few  mem 
dat  hast  all  de  iK)wer  of  dc  government  in  deir 
own  hands." 

"  King!  That  isn't  what  we  think  an  aristo- 
crat in  this  part  of  the  world.  Why,  we  call 
them  critturs  here  DiMiooGDEfll  Now,  young 
'Squire  Littlepage,  who  owns  the  Nest  Hooae^ 
over  yonder,  and  who  is  owner  of  all  this  estate 
far  and  near,  is  what  tee  call  an  aristocrat,  and 
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iciasn'f  power  enough  to  be  named  town  clerk, 

fflflci  lew  to  anything  considerable,  or  what  is 

torti  having." 

"How  can  he  be  an  arisdograt,  den  ?" 
"  flow,  sure  enough,  if  your  account  be  true  I 
I  teD  YOU  'tis  the  dimigogues  that  be  the 
aristocrats  of  America.  Why,  Josh  Brigham, 
rto  has  just  gone  for  the  sheep,  can  get  more 
'^  for  any  office  in  the  country  than  young 
I^Iepage  T 

''Btfhaps  dis  young  Littlebage  ist  a  pat 
yoongman?" 

**Not  he;  he*8  as  good  as  any  on  'em, 
*Bd  better  than  most.  Besides,  if  he  was  as 
^ed  as  Lucifer,  the  folks  of  the  country 
wt  know  anything  about  it,  sin'  he's  be'n 
»ny  ever  dn'  he  has  be'n  a  man." 

''Vhy,  den,  gan't  he  haf  as  many  votes  as 
'■tpoor,  ignorant  fellow  might  haf? — das  ist 

"It  is  odd,  but  it's  true  as  gospel.  Why,  it 
■ij  not  be  so  easy  to  telL  Many  men,  many 
aiinds,  you  know.  Some  folks  don't  like  him 
bfoaue  he  lives  in  a  big  house ;  some  hate  him 
beonise  they  think  he  is  better  off  than  they 
re  themflelves ;  others  mistruEt  lum  because  he 
mn  a  fine  coot;  and  some  pretend  to  laugh 
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at  him  because  he  got  his  property  from 
father^  and  grand'ther,  and  so  on,  and  did: 
make  it  himself.       Accordin'  to  some  foli 
notions,  now-a-daye,  a  man  ought  to  enj'y  on/ 
the  property  he  heaps  together  himself." 

*'  If  dis  be  so,  your  Herr  Littlebagc  ist  m 
arisdograt." 

"  Wa-a-1,  that  isn't  the  idee,  hereaway.  W 
have  had  a  great  many  meetin's,  latterly,  abou 
the  right  of  the  people  to  their  farms;  ani 
there  has  been  a  good  deal  of  talk  at  thei 
meetin  s,  consarnin'  ai'istocracy  and  feudal  t( 
nors ;  do  you  know  what  a  feudal  tenor  i 
too  ?" 

"  Ja ;  dcrc  ist  moch  of  dat  in  Tcutchland- 
in  mine  coontry.  It  is  not  ferry  easy  to  e: 
plain  it  in  a  few  vords,  but  der  brineipal  dh 
is  dat  der  vassal  owes  a  serfice  to  hist  lort  1 
de  oltcn  dimes  dis  serfice  vast  military,  ur 
derc  ist  someding  of  dat  now.  It  ist  de  nopl 
who  owe  der  feudal  serfice,  brincipally,  in  mil 
coontry,  and  dey  owes  it  to  de  kings  ui 
brinces." 

"  And  don't  you  call  giving  a  chicken  for  re 
feudal  service,  in  Germany?" 

Unde  Ro  and  I  laughed,  in  spite  of  o 
efforts  to  the  contrar}",  there  being  a  bathoe 
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^  ^uegh'on  that  was  supremely  ridiculous. 
dabing  his  merriment,  however,  as  soon  as  he 
cwiii  mj  uncle  answered  the  question. 

^Jf (ler  landlordt  hast  a  right  to  coome  and 
^Ucasmany  chickens  as  he  bleases,  und  ast  often 
<5tlie  bicases,  den  dat  wouldt  look  like  a  feudal 
riglt ;  but  if  dc  lease  says  dat  so  many  chickens 
Dwost  be  paid  a-year,  for  der  rent,  vhy  dat  ist 
iDdersame  as  baying  so  much  moneys;  und 
it  might  be  easier  for  der  tenant  to  bay  in 
dttcken  ast  it  might  be  to  bay  in  der  silver. 
Vlien  a  man  canst  bay  his  debts  in  vhat  he 
■"^es  himself,  he  ist  ferry  interpentcnt." 

"It  does  seem  so,  I  vow !     Yiet  there's  folks 

^t  here,  and  some  at  Albany,  that  call  it  feudal 

w  a  man  to  have  to  carry  a  pair  of  fowls  to  the 

I     widlord's  office,  and  the  landlord  an  aristocrat 

^     *»  taking  it  r 

"Bat  der  man  canst  sent  a  poy,  or  a  gal,  or 
•'^ffier,  wid  his  fowls,  if  he  bleases?" 

"  Strtain ;  all  that  is  asked  is  that  the  fowls 
■^come." 

**Und  vhen  der  batroon  might  owe  hist  tailor, 
^'^  shoemaker,  must  he  not  go  to  hist  shop, 
*  *M  him  and  bay  him  vhat  he  owes,  or  be 
•J 'order  debt?'' 

•^t's  true,  too ;  boys,  put  me  in  muid  of 
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telllDg  that  to  Josh,  this  evening.  Yes,  f 
greatest  landlord  in  the  land  must  hunt  » 
his  creditor,  or  be  sued,  all  the  same  as  tl 
lowest  tenant" 

"  Und  he  most  bay  in  a  partielar  ding;  b 
most  bay  in  golt  or  silver  ?" 

*^  True ;  lawful  tender  is  as  good  for  one  a 
lis  for  t  other." 

"  Und  if  your  Herr  Littlebage  signs  a  bape 
agrecin'  to  gif  der  apples  from  dat  orchart  t* 
somebody  on  liis  landts,  most  he  send  or  carr 
der  apples,  too?" 

"  To  be  sure ;  that  would  be  the  bargsun." 

"  Und  lie  most  carry  der  ferry  apples  da 
grows  on  dem  ferry  drees,  might  it  not  be  so? 

"  All  true  as  gospel.  If  a  man  contracts  t 
sell  the  apples  of  one  orchard,  he  can't  put  o 
tlie  purchaser  with  the  apples  of  another." 

"  Und  der  law  ist  der  same  for  one  ast  fc 
anudder,  in  dese  things?" 

^^  There  is  no  difference ;  and  there  should  b 
none." 

^^  Und  der  batroons  und  der  landlordts  wan^ 
to  haf  der  law  changet,  so  dat  dey  may  b 
excuset  from  baying  der  debts  accordin'  to  dc 
bargains,  unt  to  gif  dem  atfantages  oyer  dc 
poor  tenants?'' 
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"I  nerer  heard  anytliing  of  the  sort,  and 

don't  believe  they  want  any  such  change." 
"0[  viat,  den,  dost  der  beople  complain  ?" 
**  Of  having  to  pay  rent  at  all;  they  think 
^  landlords  ought  to  be  made  to  sell  their 
finng,  or  give  them  away.     Some  stand  out 
for  the  last." 

*But  der  landlordts  don't  vant  to  sell  deir 
finns;  und  dey  might  not  be  made  to  sell  vhat 
it  deir  own,  and  vhat  dey  don't  vant  to  sell,  any 
Bore  dan  der  tenants  might  be  made  to  sell 
to  hogs  and  deir  sheep,  vhen  dey  don't  vant 
t0  8elldem." 

"It  does  seem  so,  boys,  as  I  've  told  the 
^bours,  all  along.  But  I  '11  teJl  this  Dutch- 
»&  all  about  it.  Some  folks  want  the  State  to 
Jwk  »*ter  the  title  of  young  Littlcpage,  pre- 
Wing  he  has  no  title." 

"But  der  State  wilt  do  dat  widont  asking  for 
Hpmicularly,  vUl  it  not  ?" 

"I never  heard  that  it  would." 

"If  anybody  hast  a  claim  to  der  broperty, 
'^iwtder  courts  try  it?" 

"Yes,  yes — ^in  that  way;  but  a  tenant  can't 
«^«P  » title  agin  his  kndlord." 

"Vhy  ahould  he  ?  He  canst  haf  no  title  but 
"•  'ttdlordt*8,  and  it  vould  be  roguery  and 
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chealery  to  let  a  man  get  into  der  bosses 
a  farm  under  der  pretence  of  hiring  it,  u; 
coome  out  and  claim  it  as  owner.  If  any 
dinks  he  hast  a  better  right  dan  his  landlo: 
cun  put  der  farm  vhere  it  vast  before  he 
be  a  tenant^  und  den  der  State  wilt  cji 
into  der  title,  I  fancys." 

"  Yes,  yes — in  that  way ;  but  these  mei 
it  another  way.  What  they  want  is  ft 
State  to  set  up  a  legal  examination,  ani 
the  landlords  off  altogether  if  they  can 
then  let.  themselves  have  the  farms  in 
stead." 

"  Eut  dat  would  not  be  honest  to  do; 
hafe'nt  nothing  to  do  wid  der  farms. 
State  owns  der  farms,  it  ought  to  get  as 
as  it  can  for  dem,  and  so  safe  all  der  ; 
from  baying  taxes.  It  looks  like  rogue 
roundt." 

^^  I  believe  it  is  that,  and  nothing  else 
you  say,  the  State  will  examine  into  the  X 
it  is,  and  there  is  no  need  of  any  laws  abo 

"  Would  der  State,  dink  you,  pass  a  h 
might  inquire  into  de  demandts  dat  are 
against  der  batroons,  vhen  der  tratesme: 
indeirbiUs?" 

''  I  should  like  to  see  any  patroon  ask 
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^gl  He  would  be  kughed  at  from  York  to 

"Und  he  would  desarf  it  By  vhat  I  see, 
ficnt,  your  denants  be  der  arisdograts,  und  der 
iMflordts  der  vassals." 

^'Vihj  you  see — what  may  your  name  be  ? — 
•  te're  likely  to  become  acquainted,  I  should 
like  to  know  your  name." 

''My  name  is  Greisenbach,  und  I  comes 
fcwn  Preussen." 

"Well,  ]Mr.  Greisenbach,  the  diflSculty  about 
rtlocracy  is  this.  Hugh  Littlcpage  is  rich, 
ttd  his  money  gives  him  advantages  that  other 
lien  can't  enj'y-  Now  that  sticks  in  some 
Mb' crops." 

"  Oh  I  den  it  ist  meant  to  divite  broperty  In 
iiooQntry ;  und  to  say  no  man  might  haf  more 
trtinudder?" 

''Folks  don't  go  quite  as  far  as  that,  yet; 
'ko^  some  of  their  talk  does  squint  that-a- 
^f  I  must  own.  Now,  there  are  folks  about 
Wit  that  comphdn  that  old  Madam  Littlepage 
^her  young  ladies  don't  visit  the  poor." 
*Ye11,  if  deys  be  hard-hearted,  und  hast  no 

^'•for  der  poor  and  miseraple " 

*No»  no;  that  is  not  what  I  mean,  neither. 
I  *•  fi»  that  sort  of  poor,  everybody  allows  they 
1       'W-i.  V 
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do  more  for  them  than  anybotly  else  abou 
But  tkej  don't  visit  the  i)oor  that  isn't  in 

"  Veil,  it  ist  a  ferry  coomfortable  sort  < 
dat  ist  not  in  any  vant.  Bcrhaps  you  me 
don't  associate  wid  'em,  as  equals?" 

"  That's  it.  Now,  on  that  head,  I  m 
there  is  some  truth  in  the  charge,  for  t 
over  at  the  Nest  never  come  here  to  vi 
gal,  and  Kitty  is  as  nice  a  young  thing  a 
is  about." 

"  Und  Gitty  goes  to  visit  the  gal  of  tl 
who  lives  over  yonter,  in  dc  house  on  dei 
pointing  to  a  residence  of  a  man  of  tl 
humblest  class  in  the  town. 

"  Hardly  I  Kitty's  by  no  means  pro 
I  shouldn't  like  her  to  be  too  thick  there 

"Oh!  you're  an  arisdograt,  den,  afl 
else  might  your  daughter  visit  dat 
daughter." 

^'  I  tell  you,  Gnmzebach,  or  whatev< 
name  may  be,"  returned  Miller,  a  little  \ 
though  a  particularly  good-natured  mai 
main,  "  that  my  gal  shall  not  visit  old  i 
da'ghters,*' 

*'  Yell,  I'm  sure  she  might  do  as  she  I 
but  I  dinks  der  Mademoiselles  Littlepagi 
do  ast  dey  pleases,  too." 
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"  Tbere  is  but  one  Littlepage  gal ;  if  you  saw 
wem  out  this  morning  in  the  carriage^  you  saw 
t»o  Fork  gals  and  parson  Warren's  da'ghter 
wttier." 

"Pud  dis  parson  Warren  might   be   rich, 
too?' 

"Not  he;  he  hasn't  a  sixpence  on  'arth  but 
vkt  he  gets  from  the  parish.  Why  he  is  so 
poor  his  friends  had  to  edicate  his  da'ghter,  I 
We  heem  say,  over  and  over  I" 

"Und  das  Littlepage  gal  und  de  Warren  gal 
■right  be  goot  friends  ?' 

"They  are  the  thickest  together  of  any  two 
joong  women  in  this  part  of  the  world.  I've 
■wer  seen  two  gals  more  intimate.  Now, 
Acre's  a  young  lady  in  the  town,  one  Opportu- 
■itjNewcome,  who,  one  might  think,  would 
ted  before  Mary  Warren  at  the  big  house, 
^J  day  in  the  week,  but  she  doesn't  I  Mary 
^ktt  all  the  shine  out  on  her.** 
•Which    ist   der    richest,   Obbordunity   or 

ityr 

'^By  all  accounts  Mary  Warren  has  nothing, 
vUe  0[^rtunity  is  thought  to  come  next  to 
Mitty  herself,  as  to  property,  of  all  the  young 
pk  about  here.  But  Opportumty  is  no  favour- 
teat  the  Neat*' 

n2 
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'^Den  it  would  secniy  afier  all,  dat 
Littlebagc  docs  not  choose  her  frienc 
count  of  riches.  She  likes  Mary  War 
ist  boor,  und  she  does  not  like  Obbo 
who  ist  veil  to  do  in  the  vorit  Berl 
Littlepages  be  not  as  big  arisdograts 
supposes.'' 

Miller  was  bothered,  while  I  felt  a  di» 
to  laugh.  One  of  the  commonest  e 
those  who,  from  position  and  habits,  art 
to  appreciate  the  links  which  connect  ci 
society  together,  is  to  refer  everything  t 
Riches,  in  a  certain  sense,  as  a  means  and 
their  consequences,  may  be  a  princip 
in  dividing  society  into  classes ;  but,  lo 
riches  have  taken  wings,  their  fruits 
when  good  use  has  been  made  of  th 
sence.  So  untrue  is  the  vulgar  opinio 
might  be  better  to  say  the  opinion  of  tb 
— that  money  is  the  one  tie  which 
polished  society,  that  it  is  a  fact  which  i 
know  who  have  access  to  the  better  c 
even  our  own  commercial  towns^  thi 
oircles,  loosely  and  accidently  constn! 
they  are,  receive  with  reluctance,  nn 
sternly  exclude,  vulgar  wealth  from  th 
ciations,  while  the  door  is  open  to  the  01 
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tboiuiFe  notiimg.  The  young,  in  particular, 
Kldom  think  much  of  money,  while  family  con- 
oeziong,  early  communications,  similarity  of 
^ODs,  and,  most  of  all,  of  tastes,  bring  sets 
t«^gether,  and  often  keep  them  together  long 
ifter  the  golden  band  has  been  broken. 

Bnt  men  have  great  difficulty  in  comprehend* 

ing  thmgs    that    lie  beyond  their  reach;  and 

OMnej  being   apparent   to    the    senses,    while 

nfinement,  through   its   infinite  gradations,  is 

^b!e  principally,  and,  in  some  cases,  excla- 

iirely  to   its   possessors,    it   is   not  surprising 

^  oonunon  minds  should  refer  a  tie  that,  te 

tfcem,  would  otherwise  be  mysjterious,  to  the 

iQODe  glittering  influence,  and  not  to  the  less 

obrioug.     Infinite,  indeed,  are  tke  gradations 

of  cultivated  habits;  nor  are  as  many  of  them 

tbe  fimits  of  ci^rice  and  self-indulgence  as  men 

Mally  suppose.     There  is   a  common  sense, 

Mjy  a  certain  degree  of  wisdom,  in  the  laws 

rf  even  etiquette,  while  they  are  confined  to 

eqoak,  that  bespeak  the  respect  of  those  who 

midentand  them.     As  for  the  influence  of  as*- 

•oeiationB  on  men's  manners,  on  their  exteriors^ 

and  even  on  their  opinions,  my  uncle  Bo  hat 

long  maintained  that  it  is  so  apparent  that  one 

of  hia  time  of  life  could  detect  the  man  of  tltt 
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worlds  At  such  a  place  as  Saratoga  eyen,  la 
an  intercourse  of  five  minutes ;  and  what 
more,  that  he  could  tell  the  class  in  life  froi 
which  he  originally  emerged.  He  tried  it,  th 
last  summer,  on  our  return  from  Ravensoesl 
and  I  was  amused  with  his  success,  though  hi 
made  a  few  mistakes,  it  must  be  admitted. 

"  That  young  man  comes  from  the  better 
circles,  but  he  has  never  travelled,"  he  »i4 
alluding  to  one  of  a  group  which  still  remained 
at  tabic;  "while  he  who  is  next  him  to 
travelled,  but  commenced  badly."  This  may 
seem  a  verj-  nice  distinction,  but  I  think  it  ii 
easily  made.  "  There  arc  two  brothers,  of  an 
excellent  family  in  Pennsylvania,'*  he  continufii 
"  as  one  might  know  from  the  name ;  the  eldest 
has  travelled,  the  youngest  has  not"  This  ff^ 
a  still  hanler  distinction  to  make,  but  one  who 
knew  the  world  as  well  as  my  uncle  Eo  couM 
do  it.  He  went  on  amusing  me  by  his  deciaotf 
— all  of  which  were  respectable,  and  some  «ff 
prisingly  accurate — in  this  way  for  sevefl 
minutes.  Now,  like  has  an  affinity  to  like,«B 
in  this  natural  attraction  is  to  be  found  tl 
secret  of  the  ordinary  construction  of  societ 
You  shall  put  two  men  of  superior  minds  in 
room  full  of  company,  and  they  will  find  e» 
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otW  oDt  directly,  and  enjoy  the  accident.  The 

•me  is  true  aB  to  the  mere  modes  of  thinking 

tht  characterize  social  castes ;  and  it  is  tnicr 

ffl  this  country,  perhaps,  than  most  other?,  from 

tk  mixed  character  of  our  associations.     Of  the 

tro,  I  am  really  of  opinion  that  the  man  of  high 

intellect,   who   meets   with   one    of   moderate 

c^ity,  but  of  manners  and  social  opinions  on 

« level  with  his  own,  has  more  pleasure  in  the 

eommunication  than  with  one  of  equal  mind, 

but  of  inferior  habits. 

That  Patt  should  cling  to  one  like  Mary 
Warren  seemed  to  me  quite  as  natural  as  that 
(be  should  be  averse  to  much  association  with 
Opportunity  Newcomc.  The  money  of  the 
ktter,  had  my  sister  been  in  the  least  liable  to 
lodi  an  influence,  was  so  much  below  what  she 
Wd  been  accustomed,  all  her  life,  to  consider 
rfioence,  that  it  would  have  had  no  effect,  even 
kd  ahe  been  subject  to  so  low  a  consideration 
in  r^ulating  her  intercourse  with  others.  But 
b  poor  Tom  Miller  could  not  understand. 
He  could  "  only  reason  from  what  he  knew," 
*Bd  he  knew  little  of  the  comparative  notions 
tf  wealth,  and  less  of  the  powers  of  cultivation 
^  the  mind  and  manners.  He  was  struck, 
^erer,  with  a  fiict  that  did  come  completely 
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tlic   "Llttlepage  giil." 
felt  the  force  of  this  circ 
be  hoped  that,  as  he  wa 
also  became  a  better  ma 
common  of  the  weaknessc 
.    '^Wa-a-l,"  he  replSed 
mark,  after  fully  a  minut 
"  I  don't  know  I    It  wo 
and  yet  it  hasn't  been  m; 
it  Kitty's.     You're  quite 
about  aristocrats ;  for  thoi 
pages,  I've  always  set  'ei 
aristocrats." 

"Nein,  nein;  dem  as 
gogues  be  der  American  ai 
all  dor  money  of  der  poo 
power,  but  dey  gets  a  littl 
might  not  force  demselve 
and  laties  of  der  coontry,  a 
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es  dej  dreat  beoples  yell^  as  might 
0  see  dem  T* 

t  indeed!  if  folks  treat  them  well,  as 
!8  doesn't  happen.  IVe  seen  hogs  here" 
ras  a  little  Saxon  in  his  figures^  but 
ire  will  prove  their  justification — "I've 
}  about  here^  bolt  right  in  before  old 
iittlepage^  and  draw  their  chairs  up  to 
nd  squirt  about  the  tobacco^  and  never 
ven  taking  off  their  hats.  Them  folks 
B  hu%  about  their  own  importance, 
hey   never    think  of   other   people's 

re  interrupted  by  the  sound  of  wheels, 
og  round,  we  perceived  that  the  car- 
ny  grandmother  had  driven  up  to  the 
se  door,  on  its  return  home.  Miller 
[  it  to  be  no  more  than  proper  to  go 
'  he  were  wanted,  and  we  followed  him 
;  being  the  intention  of  my  uncle  to 
nother  a  watch,  by  way  of  ascertaining 
lid  penetrate  his  disguise. 


)ra 
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CHAPTER  X. 

"  Will  you  buy  any  tape, 
'  Or  lace  for  your  cape  T — 

Come  to  the  pedlar. 
Money's  a  mcdler. 
That  doth  utter  all  men's  ware-a." 

WnTBm'a  Tali. 

There  they  eat,  those  four  young  creature^ 
a  perfect  galaxy  of  bright  and  beaming  ey^^ 
There  was  not  a  plain  face  among  them ;  and  j 
was  struck  with  the  circumstance  of  how  rare  it 
was  to  meet  with   a  youthfiil  and  posit! velj 
ugly  American  female.     Kitty,  too,  was  at  the 
door  by  the  time  we  reached  the  carriage^  anJ 
she  also  was  a  blooming  and  attractive-IookiiK 
girl.     It  was  a  thousand  pities  that  she  spoken 
however;  the  vulgarity  of  her  utterance,  tone, 
of  voice,  cadences,  and  accent,  the  latter  a  soil 
of  singing  whine,  being  in  striking  contrast  tot 
sort  of  healthful   and  vigorous  delicacy  tbi 
marked  her  appearance.     All  the  bright  eyei 
grew  brighter  as  I  drew  nearer,  carryiiig  the 
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in  my  hand;  but  neither  of  the  young 
8  spoke. 

Buy  a  vatch,  ma'ams,^  said  uncle  Ro,  ap- 
iching  his  mother,  cap  in  hand,  with  his  box 
n. 

*  I  thank  you,  friend ;  but  I  believe  all  here 
'  provided  with  watches  already.** 
"  Mine  ist  ferry  sheaps.'* 
**  I  dare  say  they  may  be, "   returned  dear 
•Smother,  smiling ;  "  though  cheap  watches 
"^  not  usually  the  best.     Is  that  very  pretty 
pencil  gold?" 

**  Yes,  ma'ams ;  it  ist  of  ffoot  gold.  If  it 
■^t  not  be,  I  might  not  say  so." 

1  saw  suppressed  smiles  among  the  girls ;  all 
rfwhom,  however,  were  too  well-bred  to 
''etrEy  to  common  observers  the  sense  of  the 
ri&ulous  that  each  felt  at  the  equivoque  that 
■iiggested  itself  in  my  uncle's  words. 

*  What  is  the  price  of  this  pencil?"  asked  my 
Tiodmother. 

Uncle  Roger  had  too  much  tact  to  think  of 
iducing  his  mother  to  make  a  purchase  as  he 
id  influenced  Miller,  and  he  mentioned  some- 
bg  near  the  true  value  of  the  "article," 
lich  was  fifteen  dollars. 
**  I  will  take  it,"  returned  my  grandmother,' 
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dropping  three  half  eagles  into  the  box ;  whei 
turning  to  Mary  Warren,  she  begged  her  a 
ceptance  of  the  pencil,  with  as  much  respect  i 
her  manner  as  if  she  solicited  instead  of  coi 
ferred  a  favour. 

Mary  AVarren's  handsome  face  was  coven 
with  blushes ;  she  looked  pleased,  and  she  a 
ccptod  the  offering,  though  I  thought  el 
hesitated  one  moment  about  the  propriety 
80  doing,  most  probably  on  account  of  i 
value.  My  sister  asked  to  look  at  this  litt 
present,  and  after  admiring  it,  it  passed  fro 
hand  to  hand,  each  praising  its  shape  and  oni 
ments.  All  my  uncles  wares^  indeed,  were 
perfect  good  taste,  the  purchase  having  be 
made  of  an  importer  of  character,  and  paid  i 
at  some  cost.  The  watches,  it  is  true,  wei 
with  one  or  two  exceptions,  cheap,  as  were  me 
of  the  trinkets ;  but  my  uncle  had  about  1 
person  a  watch,  or  two,  and  some  fine  jewellei 
that  he  had  brought  from  Europe  himself,  i 
prcssly  to  bestow  in  presents,  among  wK 
had  been  the  pencil  in  question,  and  wh 
he  had  dropped  into  the  box  but  a  motni 
before  it  was  sold. 

«  Wa-arl,  Madam  Littlepage,"  cried  ^fill 
who  used  the  fiuniliaiity  of  one  born  on 
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estate,  "this  is  the  queerest  watch-pedlar  Fve 
net  with  yet  He  asks  fifteen  dollars  for  that 
pencOj  and  only  four  for  this  watch  I"  showing 
bown  purchase  as  he  concluded. 

Mjr grandmother  took  the  watch  in  her  hand, 
ttdexamiQcd  it  attentively. 

"It  strikes  me  as  singularly  cheap!"  she 
niBarkedy  glancing  a  little  distrustfully,  as  I 
faded,  at  her  son,  as  if  she  thought  he  might 
^  seOing  his  brushes  cheaper  tlian  those  who 
^J  stole  the  materials,  because  he  stole  them 
'ttdy  made.  **  I  know  that  these  watches  are 
■rfe  for  very  little  in  the  cheap  countries  of 
I^orope,  but  one  can  hardly  see  how  this  ma- 
^ioerj  was  put  together  for  so  small  a  sum.** 
"  I  has  *em,  matam,  at  all  brices,"  put  in  my 

''I have  a  strong  desire  to  purchase  Bk good 
H^s  watch,  but  should  a  little  fear  buying  of 
^ijbut  a  known  and  regular  dealer." 

"  Ton  needn't  fear  us,  ma'am,"  I  ventured  to 
•7.  "  If  we  might  sheat  anypodies,  we  shouldn't 
iktt  80  goot  a  laty." 

I  do  ncyt  know  whether  my  voice  struck  Patt's 

or  pleasantly,  or  a  wish  to  see  the  project  of 

br  grandmother  carried  out  at  once,  induced 

my  aster  to  interfere;  but  interfere  she  did. 
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and  that  by  urging  her  aged  parent  to  put  con- 
fidence in  us.  Years  had  taught  my  grand- 
mother caution,  and  she  hesitated. 

^^  But  all  these  watches  are  of  base  metalf 
and  I  want  one  of  good  gold  and  handflom^ 
finish,"  observed  my  grandmother. 

My  uncle  immediately  produced  a  watch  that 
he  had  bought  of  Blondcl,  in  Paris,  for  fiv® 
hundred  francs,  and  which  was  a  beautiful  little 
ornament  for  a  lady's  belt.  He  gave  it  to  my 
grandmother,  who  read  the  name  of  the  manU' 
facturer  with  some  little  surprise.  The  witc** 
itself  was  then  examined  attentively,  and  ir^B 
applauded  by  alL 

"  And  what  may  be  the  price  of  tlu8?"d^' 
manded  my  grandmother. 

"  One  hoondred  dollars,  matam ;  and  she^'^ 
at  dat" 

Tom  Miller  looked  at  the  bit  of  tinsel  in  )a0 
own  hand,  and  at  the  smaller,  but  exquisitely 
shaped  "  article"  that  my  grandmother  held  up 
to  look  at,  suspended  by  its  bit  of  ribbon,  and 
was  quite  as  much  puzzled  as  he  had  evidentlj 
been  a  little  while  before,  in  his  distinctiona 
between  the  rich  and  the  poor.     Tom  was  not 
able  to  distinguish  the  base  from  the  true ;  that 
was  all. 
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Mf  gnmdmother  did  not  appear  at  all  alarmed 
^  tie  price,  though  she  cast  another  dlstmstfid 
gltnce  or  two,  over  her  spectacles,  at  the  imagi- 
Miy  pedlar.  At  length  the  beauty  of  the  watch 
overcame  her. 

"If  you  will  bring  this  watch  to  yonder  large 
dwelling,  I  will  pay  you  the  hundred  dollars 
kt  it,**  she  said ;  **  I  have  not  as  much  money 
^  me  here." 

"Ja,ja — ferry  goot;  you  might  keep  das 
^Htch,  laty,  imd  I  will  coome  for  der  money  after 
I  Wgot  some  dinners  of  somebody s." 

My  grandmother  had  no  scruple  about  ac- 
^ting  of  the  credit,  of  coiu^e,  and  she  was 
•kottt  to  put  the  watch  in  her  pocket,  when 
^^  laid  her  little  gloved  hand  on  it,  and 
cried— 

"  Now,  dearest  grandmother,  let  it  be  done 
«t  once— there  is  no  one  but  us  three  present, 
joaknow!" 

^Sach  is  the  impatience  of  a  child  I '^  ex- 
diimed  the  elder  lady,  laughing.  "  Well,  you 
ikn  be  indulged.  I  gave  you  that  pencil  for  a 
ieep-sake,  Mary,  only  en  attendant,  it  having 
ken  my  intention  to  offer  a  watch,  as  soon  as  a 
fnitable  one  could  be  found,  as  a  memorial  of 
the  sense  I  entertain  of  the  spirit  you  showed 
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during  that  dark  week  in  which  the  anti-rcntere 
were  so  menacing.  Here,  then,  is  such  a  watc* 
as  I  might  presume  to  ask  you  to  have  the  gooc 
ness  to  accept." 

Mary  AVarren  seemed  astounded  1  The  colou 
mounted  to  her  temples ;  then  she  became  sud- 
denly pale.  I  had  never  seen  so  pretty  a  picture 
of  gentle  female  distress — a  distress  that  arose 
from  conflicting,  but  creditable  feelings. 

"  Oh  I  Mrs.  Littlepage!"  she  exckumed,  after 
looking  in  astonishment  at  the  offering  fori 
moment,  and  in  silence.  "  You  cannot  have 
intended  that  beautiful  watch  for  me !" 

"  For  you,  my  dear;  the  beautiful  watch ia 
not  a  whit  too  good  for  my  beautiful  Mary." 

"  But,  dear,  ddar  Mrs.  Littlepage,  it  is  altogether 
too  handsome  for  my  station — for  my  means." 

"  A  lady  can  very  well  wear  such  a  watcb 
and  you  are  a  lady  in  every  sense  of  the  wor^ 
and  so  you  need  have  no  scruples  on  tlU 
account.  As  for  the  means,  you  will  not  mi^ 
understand  me  if  I  remind  you  that  it  will  1 
bought  with  my  means,  and  there  can  be  tf 
extravagance  in  the  purchase.*' 

*'But  we  are  so  poor,  and  that  watch  has  i 
rich  an  appearance  I    It  scarcely  seems  right^ 

*'  I  respect  your  feelings  and  sentimentSy  it3 
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ff^>  and  can  appreciate  them.  I  suppose 
^ow  I  was  once  as  poor,  nay,  much 
rtfcan  you  are,  yourself." 
00,  Mrs.  Littlepage  !  No,  that  can  hardly 
ou  are  of  an  affluent  and  very  respectable 
I  know." 

is  quite  true,  nevertheless,  my  dear, 
not  affect  extreme  humility,  and  deny 
B  Malbones  did  and  do  belong  to  the 
)f  the  land,  but  my  brother  and  myself 
ce  so  much  reduced  as  to  toil  with  the 
re,  in  the  woods,  quite  near  this  pro- 
We  had  then  no  claim  superior  to 
and  in  many  respects  were  reduced 
3wer.  Besides,  the  daughter  of  an 
i  and  well-connected  clergyman  ha* 
that,  in  a  worldly  point  of  view  alone, 
her  to  a  certain  consideration.  You 
)  me    the   favour   to    accept    my    of- 

n 

ar  Mrs.  Littlepage !  I  do  not  know  how 
«6  yott,  or  how  to  accept  so  rich  a  gift  1 
iD  let  me  consult  my  father,  first  ?" 
lat  will  be  no  more  than  proper,  my 
retamed  my  beloved  grandmother, 
'putting  the  watch  into  her  own  pocket ; 
V^aneOy  luddly,  dines  with  us,  and  the 
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jjl  its  aiulltors.  As  for  my  uncle  an( 
it  IS  scarcely  necessary  to  say  wc  were  < 
with  the  little  scene.  The  benevolem 
gratify,  on  the  one  side,  with  the 
scruples  on  the  other,  about  receiving 
perfect  picture  for  our  contemplatic 
three  girls,  who  were  witnesses  of  whi 
too  much  respected  Mary's  feelings  to 
though  Patt  restrained  herself  with  i 
As  to  Tom  Miller  and  Kitty,  they 
wondered  why  ** Warren's  gal"  wa 
fool  as  to  hesitate  about  accepting  a  w 
was  worth  a  hundred  dollars.  This  ws 
point  they  did  not  understand. 

"  You  spoke  of  dinner,"  continued  n 
mother,  looking  at  my  uncle.  "  If 
your  companion  will  follow  us  to  t1 
I  will  pay  you  for  the  watch,  and  ore 
dinner  in  the  bargcun." 
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"^Vhen  you've  got  through  at  the  Nest," 
wid  that  semi-worthy  fellow,  "  give  us  another 
call  here.  I  should  like  my  woman  and  Kitty 
to  have  a  look  at  your  finery,  before  you  go 
iown  to  the  village  with  it." 

With  a  promise  to  return  to  the  farm-house, 
*e  proceeded  on  our  way  to  the  building  which, 
^  the  familiar  parlance  of  the  country,  was 
ftJled  the  Nest  or  the  Nest  House,  from 
Bavensnest,  its  true  name,  and  which  Tom 
Miller,  in  his  country  dialect,  called  the  "Neest." 
The  distance  between  the  two  buildings  was  less 
*fcan  half  a  mile,  the  groimds  of  the  family 
'Cadence  lying  partly  between  them.  Many 
Persons  would  have  called  the  extensive  lawns 
*Wch  surrounded  my  paternal  abode  a  park, 
"Wt  it  never  bore  that  name  with  us.  They 
^ere  too  large  for  a  paddock,  and  might  very 
well  have  come  under  the  former  appellation ; 
"^t>  as  deer,  or  animals  of  any  sort,  except 
"^  that  are  domestic,  had  never  been  kept 
^ia  it,  the  name  had  not  been  used.  We 
^ed  them  the  grounds — a  term  which  applies 
^^y  to  large  and  small  enclosures  of  this 
^ture^^hile  the  broad  expanse  of  verdure 
^hich  lies  directly  under  the  windows  goes  by 
^  name  of  the  lawn.     Notwithstanding  the 
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cheapness  of  land  among  us,  there  ha 
very  little  progress  made  in  the  art  oi 
scape  gardening ;  and  if  we  have  any  thi 
park  scenery,  it  is  far  more  owing  to  tl 
of  a  bountiful  nature  than  to  any  of  tl 
gestions  of  art.  Thanks  to  the  cultivate 
of  Downing,  as  well  as  to  his  well-d 
labours,  this  reproach  is  likely  to  be  S( 
moved,  and  country  life  will  acquir 
pleasure,  among  the  many  others  that 
peculiarly  its  own.  After  lying  for  moi 
twenty  years — a  stigma  on  the  national 
disfigured  by  ravines  or  gullies,  and  otl 
in  a  rude  and  discreditable  conditio 
grounds  of  the  White  House  have  been  1: 
into  a  condition  to  denote  that  they  i 
property  of  a  civilized  country.  The 
ricans  are  as  apt  at  imitation  as  the  C 
with  a  far  greater  disposition  to  ad 
change;  and  little  beyond  good  mod< 
required  to  set  them  on  the  right  track 
it  is  certain  that,  as  a  nation,  we  have 
acquire  nearly  all  that  belongs  to  the  art 
mentioned  that  lies  beyond  avenues  ol 
with  an  occasional  tuft  of  shrubbery, 
abundance  of  the  latter,  that  forms  the 
ness  of  sweets,  the  massM  of  flowerj  th 
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ik  snrface  of  Europe,  the  beauty  of  curved 
lines,  and  the  whole  finesse  of  surprises,  reliefs^ 
hack-grounds  and  vistas,  are  things  so  little 
bown  among  us  as  to  be  almost  "arisdo- 
gmtic,"  as  my  uncle  Ro  would  call  the  word. 

Little  else  had  been  done  at  Ravensnest  than 
to  profit  by  the  native  growth  of  the  trees,  and 
.  to  take  advantage  of  the  favourable  circum- 
"tmces  in  the  formation  of  the  grounds.  Most 
tiUYellers  imagine  that  it  might  be  an  easy  thing 
to  lay  out  a  park  in  the  virgin  forest,  as  the  axe 
nught  spare  the  thickets,  and  copses,  and  woods, 
w  elsewhere  are  the  fruits  of  time  and  plant- 
°%*  This  is  all  a  mistake,  however,  as  the  rule ; 
^ugh  modified  exceptions  may  and  do  exist 
lie  tree  of  the  American  forest  shoots  upward 
toward  the  light,  growing  so  tall  and  slender  as 
to  be  unsightly;  and  even  when  time  has  given 
ito  trunk  a  due  size,  the  top  is  rarely  of  a 
t^^th  to  ornament  a  park  or  a  lawn,  while  its 
^ts,  seeking  their  nouri^ment  in  the  rich 
duvium  formed  by  the  decayed  leaves  of  a 
^'^^'Qfland  years,  lie  too  near  the  surface  to  afford 
^cient  support  after  losing  the  shelter  of 
*to  neighbours.  It  is  owing  to  reasons  like 
^'^  that  the  ornamental  grounds  of  an  Ame- 
'^^  country-house  have  usually  to  be  com- 
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menced  ab  oriainey  and  that  natural  can 
little  aid  in  finishing  them. 

My  predecessors  had  done  a  little  to 
assisting  nature,  at  the  Nest,  and  wha 
of  almost  equal  importance,  in  the  state  of] 
ledge  on  this  subject  as  it  existed  in  the  co 
sixty  years  since,  they  had  done  little  ti 
her  efforts.  The  results  were,  that  the  gr 
of  Ravensncst  possess  a  breadth  that  i 
fruit  of  the  breadth  of  our  lands,  and  a 
beauty  which,  without  being  much  aide 
art,  was  still  attractive.  The  herbage  wa£ 
short  by  sheep,  of  wliich  one  thousand,  c 
fine  wool,  were  feeding  on  the  lawns,  alon 
slopes,  and  particularly  on  the  distant  he: 
as  we  crossed  the  grounds  on  our  way  i 
doors. 

The  Nest  House  was  a  respectable 
York  country  dwelling,  as  such  buildings 
constructed  among  us  in  the  last  quarter  o 
past  century,  a  little  improved  and  enlarge 
the  second  and  third  generations  of  its  on 
The  material  was  of  stone,  the  low  cli 
which  it  stood  supplying  enough  of  an  exc( 
quality;  and  the  shape  of  the  main  corj 
batiment  as  near  a  square  as  nught  be. 
face  of  this  part  of  the  constructioiiB  offerei 
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bis  being  aknost  the  pre- 
I  country  residence  in  that 
since  got  to  be  in  towns, 
vever,  had  some  size,  the 
g  just  sixty  feet  square, 
;en  feet  in  each  direction 
imon  so  soon  after  the  re- 
;s  had  been  added  to  the 
1  that  on  a  plan  which  con- 
B  of  a  structure  in  square 
ts  predecessor  on  its  imme- 
nngs  were  only  of  a  story 
loubling  on  each  side  of  the 
enough  to  form  a  sufficient 

ran  back  to  the  very  verge 
feet  in  height,  overlooking, 
ends,  a  meandering  rivulet, 
e  of  very  productive  flats, 
my  bams  with  hay  and  my 
f  this  level  and  fertile  bot- 
LS    near   a   thousand   acres, 

directions,  of  which  two 
o  what  was  called  the  Nest 
ider  was  divided  among  the 
it  tenantry.  This  liUle  cir- 
the  thousand  and  one  other 
charged  upon  me,  had  been 
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made  a  ground  of  accusation^  to  whic 
presently  have  occasion  to  advert.  ] 
this  the  more  readily,  because  the  fac: 
yet  reached  the  cars  and  set  in  m( 
tongues  of  legislators — Heaven  bless 
words  do  get  corrupted  by  too  much 
their  enumeration  of  the  griefs  of  the  t 
the  State. 

Everything  about  the  Nest  was  kcp 
feet  order,  and  in  a  condition  to  do  crc( 
energy  and  taste  of  my  grandmother, 
ordered  all  these  tilings  for  the  last  fi 
or  since  the  death  of  my  grandfathc 
circumstance,  connected  with  the  fact 
building  was  larger  and  more  costly  tl 
of  most  of  the  other  citizens  of  the 
had,  of  late  years,  caused  Ravcnsnei 
termed  an  "  aristrocratic  residence. **  T 
"  aristrocratic,"  I  find  since  my  retui 
has  got  to  be  a  term  of  expansive  sign 
its  meaning  depending  on  the  particul 
and  opinions  of  the  person  who  happei 
it.  Thus,  he  who  chews  tobacco  think 
tocratic  in  him  who  deems  the  practi< 
not  to  do  the  same;  the  man  who  atoopf 
him  who  is  straight  in  the  back  of  hav 
tocratic  shoulders;  and   I  have  actuf 
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ne  indiTidual  who  maintained  that  it  was 
ively  aristrocratic  to  pretend  not  to  blow 
nose  with  his  fingers.  It  will  soon  be 
dcratic  to  maintain  the  truth  of  the  familiar 
t  axiom  of  "  de  gustibtis  non  disputandum 

we  approached  the  door  of  the  Nest  House, 
1  opened  on  the  piazza  that  stretched  along 
sides  of  the  main  building,  and  the  outer 
of  both  wings,  the  coachman  was  walking 
irses  away  from  it,  on  the  road  that  led  to 
tables.  The  party  of  ladies  had  made  a 
lerable  circuit  after  quitting  the  farm,  and 
irriyed  but  a  minute  before  us.  All  the 
but  Mary  Warren  had  entered  the  house, 
388  on  the  subject  of  the  approach  of  two 
X8 ;  she  remained,  however,  at  the  side  of 
;nmdmother,  to  receive  us. 
[  believe  in  my  soul,"  whispered  imcle  Ro, 
i  my  dear  old  mother  has  a  secret  prescnti^ 
;  who  we  are,  by  her  manifesting  so  much 
set  —  Thousand  t'anks,  matam,  t*ousand 
a***  be  continued,  dropping  into  his  half- 
ate,  half-blundcrmg,  broken  English,  '^  for 
{Kat  honoar^  such  as  we  might  not  expect 
btjof  das  house  to  wait  for  us  at  her  door.** 
This  yoang  lady  tells  me  that  she  has  seen 
^L  o 
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you  before,  and  that  she  understands  you  c 
botli  i)erson8  of  education  and  good  maunc 
wlio  have  been  driven  from  your  native  count 
by  political  troubles.  Such  being  the  cas^ 
cannot  regard  you  as  common  pedlars.  I  han 
known  what  it  was  to  be  reduced  in  fortune,"— 
my  dear  grandmother  s  voice  trembled  a  little- 
*'  and  can  feel  for  those  who  thus  sufFer."" 

"  Matam,  dere  might  be  mocli  trut'  in  «Mie 
of  dis,"  answ^ercd  my  uncle,  taking  off  his  ci]!^ 
and  bowing  \Qry  much  like  a  gentleman,  an  act 
in  which  I  imitated  him  immediately.  ''We 
//(//  seen  pettcr  tays ;  und  my  son,  dere,  halt 
pecn  cticatct  at  an  university.  But  we  are  now 
|>oor  pedlars  of  vatches,  und  dem  dat  might 
make  moosic  in  der  streets." 

My  grandmother  looked  as  a  lady  would  laok 
under  such  circumstances,  neither  too  free  to 
forget  present  appearances,  nor  coldly  neglect- 
ful of  the  past.  She  knew  that  something  wtf 
due  to  her  own  household,  and  to  the  emu- 
pie  she  ought  to  set  it,  while  she  felt  that  fai 
more  was  due  to  the  sentiment  that  IXnitea  tb 
cultivated.  We  were  asked  into  the  houM 
were  told  a  table  w^as  preparing  for  us,  u 
were  treated  with  a  generous  and  oonaideitt 
-hospitality  that  involved  no  descent  from  b 
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own  character,  or  that  of  the  sex ;  the  last  be- 
iag  committed  to  the  keeping  of  every  lady. 

In  the  mean  time,  business  proceeded  with 
iDJ  uncle.  He  was  paid  his  hundred  dollars ; 
ttd  all  his  stores  of  value,  including  rings, 
fcfooches,  ear-rings,  chains,  bracelets,  and  other 
^ets  that  he  had  intended  as  presents  to  his 
Wttds,  were  produced  from  his  pockets,  and 
'•id  before  the  bright  eyes  of  the  three  girls — 
Mary  Warren  keeping  in  the  back  ground,  as 
WW  who  ought  not  to  look  on  things  unsuited 
to  her  fortune.  Her  father  had  arrived,  how- 
ever, had  been  consulted,  and  the  pretty  watch 
^88  already  attached  to  the  girdle  of  the  prettier 
^wst,  I  fancied  the  tear  of  gratitude  that  still 
loated  in  her  serene  eyes  was  a  jewel  of  fat 
™gher  price  than  any  my  uncle  could  exhibit. 

We  had  been  shown  into  the  library,  a  room 

4«t  was  in  the  front  of  the  house,  and  of  which 

roe  windows  all  opened  on  the  piazza.     I  was 

^  fiist  a  little  overcome,  at  thus  finding  myself, 

■rf  imrecognizcd,  under  the  paternal  roof,  and 

tt  a  dwelling  that  was  my  own,  after  so  many 

jears  of  absence.     Shall  I  confess  it !     Every- 

tking  appeared  diminutive  and  mean,  after  the 

buildings  to  which  I  had  been  accustomed  in 

the  old  world.     I  am  not  now  drawing  com- 
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])ari8ons  with  the  palaces  of  princes,  and  tt 
abodes  of  the  great,  aa  the  American  is  apt 
fancy,  whenever  anything  is  named  that  is  siiji 
rior  to  the  tilings  to  wliich  he  is  accustonied 
but  to  the  style,  dwellings,  and  24)pliance8  o: 
domestic   life   that   pertain   to   those  of  otier 
countries  who  have  not  a  claim  in  anything  to 
be  accounted  my  superiors — scarcely  my  cqiuh. 
In  a  word,  American  aristocracy,  or  that  which 
it  is  getting  to  be  the  fasliion  to  stigmatife  is 
aristocratic,  would  be  deemed  very  democratic 
in  most  of  the  nations  of  Europe.     Our  Sw» 
brethren  have  their  chateaux  and  their  habits 
that  are  a  hundred  times  more  aristocratic  than 
anything    about    Ravensnest,   without   giving 
offence  to  liberty ;  and  I  feel  persuaded,  were 
the    proudest    establishment    in    all  America 
pointed  out  to  a  European  as  an  aristocrat 
abode,  he  would  be  very  apt  to  laugh  at  it,  in 
his  sleeve.     The  secret  of  this  charge  among 
ourselves  is  the  innate  dislike  which  is  growl- 
ing up  m  the  country  to  see  any  man  disdn- 
guished  from  the  mass  around  him  in  anytUng 
even  though  it  should  be  in  merit.    It  is  notlmif 
but  the  expansion  of  the  principle  which  gav 
rise  to  the  traditionary  feud  between  the  "pic 
bcians  and  patricians''  of  Albany,  at  the  eon 
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meacement  of  this  century,  and  wliich  has 
now  descended  so  much  farther  than  was  then 
eonten^latedby  ihetoi'dieant  ''plebei»[is*Wl^t 
^7,98  to  become  quite  disagreeable  to  their 
<)^  descendants.     But  to  return  to  myself — 

I  will  own  that,  so  tar  from  finding  any 
gi^unds  of  exultation  in  my  own  aristocratical 
flendour,  when  I  came  to  view  my  possessions 
At  home,  I  felt  mortified  and  disappointed.  The 
things  that  I  had  fancied  really  respectable,  and 
**«»  fine,  from  recollection,  now  appeared  very 
^<)>Qmon-place,  and  in  many  particulars  mean* 
*  fiddly,"  I  found  mjrself  saying  sotto  tocey  "  all 
^  is  scarcely  worthy  of  being  the  cause  of 
^rting  the  right,  setting  sound  principles  at 
^fiance,  and  of  forgetting  God  and  his  com- 
^'■ttdments  T  Perhaps  I  was  too  inexperienced 
^comprehend  how  capacious  is  the  maw  of  the 
^^▼etoas  man,  and  how  microscopic  the  eye  of 

"You  are  welcome  to  Ravensnest,"  said  Mr. 

^vren,  approaching  and  offering  his  hand  in  a 

deadly  way,  much  as  he  would  address  any 

oAer young  friend;  "we  arrived  a  little  before 

yon,  and  I  have  had  my  ears  and  eyes  open 

ever  since,  in  the  hope  of  hearing  your  flute, 

and  of  seeing  your  form  in  the  highway,  near 

o3 


lie    par=*:u^rr-  Tier*  yoo   promised   to   vii 

MiTj  Ti^  niniir.g  ac  iier  father  a  elbow,  ; 
ttItZ.  I  ZTi'.  -a:*-  hrr.  and  ihc  gazed  wiftfullj  t 
i^j  zi'.K.  i?  ?l-r  "ST.:  .ill  not  have  done  had  si 
sixz,   Lir  in  dv   pr»..p-rr   attire,   assuming  mj 

"  I  'Link^  v.:  u,  ?ir,""  was  my  answer.  "  Wt 
ci'.gh:  haf  plenty  of*  times  for  a  little  moodc. 
vhen  das  Liries  rhall  be  pleaset  to  say  ea  1 
cansi  l.Liy  Yankee  Doodle,  Hail  Coloomfe 
and  d-rr  •  Star  Spangled  Banner,*  and  all  dcfB 
air?.  a.s  dey  s<i  moch  likes  at  der  taverns  and  on 
der  road." 

Mr.  Warren  laughed,  and  he  took  thefloW 
from  my  hand,  and  began  to  examine  it  - 
now  trembled  for  the  ineognito !  The  iniBtra 
mcnt  had  been  mine  for  many  years,  and  was 
very  capital  one,  with  silver  keys,  stops,  in 
ornaments.  What  if  Patt — what  if  my  del 
grandmother  should  recognise  it !  I  would  hv 
given  the  handsomest  trinket  in  my  uncle's  o 
lection  to  get  the  flute  back  agun  into  my  01 
hands;  but,  before  an  opportunity  offered 
that,  it  went  from  hand  to  hand,  as  the  insfa 
mcnt  that  had  produced  the  charming  sou] 
heard  that  morning,  until  it  reached  those 
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ilartVia.     The  dear  girl  was  thinking  of  the 

leweUery,  which^  it  will  be  remembered,  was 

ticb,  and  intended  in  part  for  herself,  and  she 

fitted  the  instrument  on,  saying,  hurriedly, — 

"See,  dear  grandmother,  this  is  the  flute 
winch  you  pronounced  the  sweetest  toned  of 
my  you  have  ever  heard !" 

My  grandmother  took  the  flute,  started,  put 

k»  spectacles  closer  to  her  eyes,  examined  the 

■rtrument,  turned  pale — for  her  cheeks  still 

Wiined  a  little  of  the  colour  of  their  youth — 

ttd  then  cast  a  glance  hurriedly  and  anxiously 

^  me.    I  could  see  that  she  was  pondering  on 

(omething  profoundly  in  her  most  secret  mind, 

wf»  minute  or  two.     Luckily  the  others  were 

^  much  occupied  with  the  box  of  the  pedlar 

to  heed  her  movements.     She  walked  slowly 

«rt  of  the  door,  almost  brushing  me  as  she 

Phased,  and  went  into   the  halL      Here   she 

toned,  and,  catching  my  eye,  she  signed  for 

■etc join  her.  Obeying  this  signal,  I  followed, 

0Bt3  I  was  led  into  a  little  room,  in  one  of  the 

vingB,  that  I  well  remembered  as  a  sort  of  pri- 

Tlte  parlour  attached  to  my  grandmother's  own 

bed-room.     To  call  it  a  boudoir  would  be  to 

fluieatnre  things,  its  furniture  being  just  that 

of  the  sort  of  room  I  have  mentioned^  or  of  a 
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plain,     neat,    comfortable,    country    f»rlouT. 
Here  my  grandmother  took  her  seat  on  a  lob) 
for  she  trembled  so  ehe  could  not  stand,  uid 
then  she  turned  to  gaze  at  me  wistfully,  vA 
with  an  anxiety  it  would  be  difficult  for  me  ti^ 
describe. 

'<  Do  not  keep  me  in  suspense!"  she  said, 
almost  awfully  in  tone  and  manner,  ''am  1 
right  in  my  conjecture  ?" 

"  Dearest  grandmother,  you  arel*^  I  answered 
in  my  natural  voice. 

No  more  was  needed:  we  hung  on  eacl 
other*s  necks,  as  had  been  my  wont  in  boy- 
hood. 

''  But  who  is  that  pedlar,  Hugh?**  demandec 
my  grandmotlicr,  after  a  time.  "  Can  it  possi 
bly  be  Roger,  my  son?" 

''  It  is  no  other ;  we  have  come  to  visit  yei 
incog.'* 

"  And  why  this  disguise? — ^Is  it  oonnectec 
with  the  troubles?" 

*'  Certainly ;  wc  have  wished  to  take  a  neai 
view  with  our  own  eyes,  and  supposed  it  miglil 
be  unwise  to  come  openljy  in  our  propei 
characters." 

''  In  this  you  have  done  well ;  yet  I  hardli 
know  how  to  welcome  you,  in  your   present 
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characters.  On  no  account  must  your  real 
Mnaee  be  revealeA  The  demons  of  tar  and 
ftathew,  the  sons  of  liberty  and  equality,  who 
illustrate  their  principles  as  they  do  their 
wurage,  by  attacking  the  few  with  the  many, 
would  be  stirring,  fancying  themselves  heroes 
wd  martyrs  in  the  cause  of  justice,  did  they 
learn  you  were  here.  Ten  armed  and  resolute 
i»cn  might  drive  a  hundred  of  them,  I  do  be- 
l^ve;  for  they  have  all  the  cowardice  of 
wieyes,  but  they  are  heroes  with  the  unarmed 
*^  feeble.  Are  you  safe,  yourselves,  appear* 
"?thu8  disguised,  under  the  new  law  ?" 

"  We  are  not  armed,  not  having  so  much  as 
*P»stol;  and  that  will  protect  us." 

**  I  am  sorry  to  say,  Hugh,  that  this  country 
^  Do  longer  what  I  once  knew  it.  Its  justice, 
"not  wholly  departed,  is  taking  to  itself  wings, 
*^  its  blindness,  not  in  a  disregard  of  persons, 
"***  b  a  faculty  of  see'ng  only  the  stronger 
^  A  landlord,  in  my  opinion,  would  have 
^  little  hope,  with  jury,  judge,  or  executive, 
"*  doing  that  which  thousands  of  the  tenants 
we  done,  still  do,  and  will  continue  to  do, 
^4  perfect  impunity,  unless  some  dire  cata- 
•^'^phe  stimulates  the  public  functionaries  to  do 
^  duties,  by  awakening  public  indignation," 
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■^-«'"i'  ir.     A  bof 

.•^clfi,.l,„e.ss  of  J,u„, 

t'lan  in  the  mann. 

people  look  on,  an, 

few  of  their  numbe 

"  Such  persons 

would  answer,  that 

the  poor,  who  are  oj 

the  last  do  not  wish 

their  estates?     W< 

strong  robbing  the 

hut  few  among  ours. 

ciently  clearsighted 

ofthe  truth  now  exi, 

"Calling  the  ten, 

landlords  the  weak  ?" 

"Certamly;  numl 

country,  in  ^hich  al 

nw»t  of  it  in  theory, 

Were  there  as  m««. 
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instaat  Martha  entered,  followed  by 
>f  the  girle,  holding  m  her  hand  a  very 

Manilla  chain  that  my  uncle  had 
•  in  liid  travels,  and  hod  purchased  as 

to  my  future  wife,  whomsoever  she 
rn  out  to  be,  and  which  he  had  had 
:retion  to  show  to  his  ward.  A  look 
e  was  cast  by  each  girl  in  succession, 
atered  the  room,  on  me,  but  neither 

I  fancy  neither  thought  much  of  my 
It  up  there  with  an  old  lady  of  eighty, 

first  moment.  Other  thoughts  were 
it  at  that  moment. 

£  at  this,  dearest  grandmamma  I"  cried 
ding  up  the  chain  as  she  entered  the 
'  Here  is  just  the  most  exquisite  chain 
ever  wrought,  and  of  the  purest  gold ; 
»edlar  refuses  to  part  with  it !" 
taps   you    do   not    offer   enough,    my 

is,  indeed,  very,  very  beautiful ;  pray 
rs  he  say  is  its  value  ?'' 

hundred  dollars,  he  says;  and  I  can 
lelieve  it,  for  its  weight  is  near  half  the 

I  do  wish  Hugh  were  at  home ;  I  am 
le  would  contrive  to  get  it,  and  make  it 
ttomeP 
in,  nein,  young  lady,"  put  in  the  pedlar. 


t  ere,  iind  I  j^f  ,, 
liis  wife/' 

Patt  coloured  a 

deal;  then  she  lai 

"  If  it  is  only  t 

I  am  afraid  I  shj 

saucily,  though  it 

80  low  as  not  to  1 

the  hundred  doUa 

money,  however,  ii 

good  word  for  me. 

How  prettily  the 

endearment,  so  difl 

"  maw"  one  hears 

are  to  be  found  in  t 

grand-parent  was  f 

whom  she  had  to  de 

money  would  do  n^ 

state  of  the  game  re 
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her  eon  in  a  way  that  let  him  know  at  once^  or 

at  least  made  him  suspect  at  once^  that  she  was 

in  his  secret.     "  It  would  give  me  great  plea- 

snie  to  be  able  to  gratify  my  grand-daughter, 

by  making  her  a  present  of  so  beautiful  a  chain.'" 

^y  uncle  Ko  advanced  to  his  mother,  took 

^  band  she  had  extended  with  the  chain  in  it, 

m  order  the  better  to  admire  the  trinket,  and 

kftkisaed  it  with  a  profound  respect,  but  in  such 

» manner  as  to  make  it  seem  to  the  lookers-on 

>B  act  of  European  usage,  rather  than  what  it 

^  the  tempered  salute  of  a  child  to  his  parent. 

"Laty,"  he  then  said,  with  emphasis,  "  if  any- 

^  might  make  me  change  a  resolution  long 

■"^  made,  it  would  be  one  as  fenerable,  und 

S'^Qs,  und  goot  as  I  am  sartain  you  most  be. 

Bnt  I  baf  vowet  to  gif  dat  chiun  to  das  wife  of 

^''^  8on,  vhen  he  might  marry,  one  day,  some 

"^ty  young  American ;  und  it  might  not  be." 

^^  grandmother    smiled;    but    now    she 

f      wrfeiBtood  that  it  was  really  intended  the  chain 

''■>  to  be  an  offering  to  my  wife,  she  no  longer 

^Wedto  change  its  destination.    She  examined 

tie  bauble  a  few  moments,  and  said  to  me — 

"  Do  you  wish,  this,  as  well  as  your  un — 
fither,  I  should  say?  It  is  a  rich  present  for  a 
poor  man  to  make." 

TOL.  I.  P 
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**  Ja,  ja,  latjy  it  ist  80 ;  but  Then  der  heaM 
goes,  golt  might  be  t'onght  sheap  to  go  wid  it" 

The  old  lady  was  half  ready  to  laugh  in  my 
face,  at    hearing    this    attempt    at  Grerauuiif 
English;    but  the  kindness,   and  del^ht,  and 
benevolent  tenderness  of   her  still  fine  eyes, 
made  me  wish  to  throw  myself  in  her  arai 
again,  and  kiss  her.     Pat  continued  to  bauitr 
for  a  moment  or  two  longer,  but  her  excelleiil 
nature  soon  gave  in,  and  the  smiles  retimed  to 
her  countenance,  as  the  sun  issues  from  bdnl 
a  cloud  in  May. 

"  Well,  the  disappointment  may  and  most  be 
borne,''  she  said,  good-naturodly ;  **  though  it  i^ 
much  the  most  lovely  chain  I  have  ever  seeAi" 

**  I  dare  aay  the  right  person  will  one  ds^ 
find  one  quite  as  lovely  to  present  to  youl^ 
said  Henrietta  Coldbrook,  a  little  pointedly. 

I  did  not  like  this  speech.  It  was  an  alloncm 
that  a  well-bred  young  woman  ougbt  not  to 
have  made,  at  least  before  others^  even  pedlait; 
and  it  was  one  that  a  young  woman  of  »  pRV^ 
tone  of  feeling  would  not  be  apt  tomake.  Idefeer- 
mined  from  that  instant  the  chain  ahonld  m&ng 
belong  to  Misa  Henrietta,  though  ahe  was  a  fine 
showy  girl,  and  though  such  a  deoiaioi 
disappoint  my  uncle  sadly.      I  was  a  likda  i 


OB,  THfi  ftMttnrs.  313 

e  a  sli^it  bhiflh  on  Pstt^  cheek,  and 
embered  eotnething  of  the  name  of 
r,  Beekman.  Turning  towards  Mary 
aaw  phun  enough  that  she  was  dis- 
because  my  sister  was  disappointed, 
other  reason  in  the  woiUL 
grandmother  will  meet  with  another 
;n  she  goes  to  town,  that  will  make 
this,"*  she  whispered,  affectionately, 
f  sister's  ear. 

liled,  and  kissed  her  iriend  with  a 
r  manner  that  satisfied  me  these  two 
jTOung  creatures  loved  each  other  ski- 
at  my  dear  old  grandmother^  curiosity 
iwakened,  and  she  felt  a  necessity  for 
appeased.  She  still  held  the  cludn, 
returned  it  to  me,  who  happened  to 
to  her,  she  said — 

0^  sir,  your  mind  is  sincerely  made  op 
is  chain  to  your  future  wife?'* 
aty ;  or  what  might  be  better,  to  dam 
If  before  we  might  be  marriet." 
is  your  choice  made?"  glancing  round 
B,  who  were  grQnq>ed  together,  looking 
her  trinkets  of  my  uncle's.  "  Have 
ti  the  young  woman  who  is  to  possess 
aaa  chain?" 
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*•'  Xein,  nein,"  I  answered,  retumiDg  the 
«mile.  and  glancing  also  at  the  group ;  '^  dere 
ist  so  niany  pcautitul  laties  in  America,  one 
needn't  be  in  a  hurry.  In  goot  time  I  shall  find 
her  dat  i=?t  intended  for  me." 

*•'  Well,  grandmamma,"  interrupted  Patt, 
*'  since  nobody  can  have  the  chain,  unless  on 
certain  conditions,  here  are  the  three  other 
things  that  we  have  chosen  for  Ann,  Henrietta, 
and  myself,  and  they  are  a  ring,  a  pair  of  brace- 
lets, and  a  pair  of  ear-rings.  The  cost,  alto- 
gether, will  be  two  hundred  dollars ;  can  ytm 
approve  of  that?*' 

My  grandmother,  now  she  knew  who  was  the 
pedlar,  understood  the  whole  matter,  and  had 
no  scruples.  The  bargain  was  soon  made,  when 
she  sent  us  all  out  of  the  room,  under  the  pre- 
tence we  should  disturb  her  while  settling  with 
the  watch-seller.  Her  real  object,  however, 
was  to  be  alone  with  her  son,  not  a  dollar  poae- 
ing  between  them,  of  course. 
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CHAPTER  I. 


"  Our  life  wu  changed.    Another  love 
In  iU  lone  woof  began  to  twine ; 
But  oh  I  the  golden  thread  was  wove 
Between  mj  siBter^B  heart  and  mine." 

WiLLlB. 

Hau?  an  hour  later,  ande  Bo  and  myself 
were  seated  at  table,  eating  our  dinners  as 
quietly  as  if  we  were  in  an  inn.  The  footman 
who  luul  0^  the  table  was  an  old  fiunily  servant, 
UBie  who  had  performed  the  same  sort  of  dnty 
in  that  Y&ry  house  for  a  quarter  of  a  century. 
Of  course  he  was  not  an  American,  no  mcM  of 
AwM»rify  birth  ever  remaining  so  long  a  time 
in  an  inferior  statbn,  or  in  any  station  so  low 
10  tfp**^  of  A  house-servant.    If  he  has  good 
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loss  ambitious,  and  it 

find    one    of  such   an 

time  in  the  same  ser 

fact  with  this  man,  wl 

parents  from  Europe, 

their  marriage  tour,  a 

on  the  occasion  of  m; 

he  had  continued  at'tl 

nor  ever  manifesting  t 

change.     He  was  an  E 

what  is  very  unusual  in 

when  transferred  to  A] 

which  is  certain  to  at 

the  depression  of  the  c 

in  which  he  is  so  sudde 

hiln  saucy.     Aa  Amei 

called  impudent^  unde; 

is  careless,  nay  ignonu 

or  no  purely  conrenti 
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inequality  between  himself  and  others,  merely 
because  he  has  been  taught  that  all  men  are 
equal  in  rights ;  but  he  is  so  unconscious  of  any 
preasure  as  seldom  to  feel  a  disposition  to  re- 
venge himself  by  impudence. 

But,  while  John  was  not  impudent  cither,  he 

had  a  footman's  feeling  towards  those  whom  hdf 

ftncied  no  better  than  himself.     He  had  set  the 

table  with  his  customary  neatness  and  method, 

•nd  he  served  the  soup  with  as  much  regularity 

li  be  would  have  done  had  we  sat  there  in  our 

{roper  characters,  but  then  he  withdrew.     He 

pobably  remembered    that    the   landlord,   or 

mttt  servant  of  an  English  hotel,  is  apt  to 

*ike  his  appearance  with  the  soup,  and  to  dis- 

^Tpetr  as  that  disappears.      So   it  was   with 

Jolm;  after  removing  the  soup,  he  put  a  dumb- 

Viiter  near  my  uncle,  touched  a  carving-knife 

vtwo,  as  much  as  much  as  to  say,  ^'help  your- 

^ebes,"  and  quitted  the  room.     As  a  matter  of 

OMBie,  our  dinner  was  not  a  very  elaborate 

^  it  wanting  two  or  three  hours  to   the 

Kgdar  time  of  dining,  though  my  grandmother 

iri  cxdared,  in  my  hearing,  one  or  two  deli- 

to  be  placed  on  the  table,  that  had  sur- 

Fatt.     Among  the  extraordinary  things 

Ar  nich  guests  was  wine.      The  singularity, 
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however,  was  a  little  explained  by  the 
commanded,  which  was  Rhenish. 

My  uncle  Ro  was  a  little  surprised 
disappearance   of   John;    for,   seated 
room,  he  was  so  accustomed  to  his  face, 
appeared  as  if  he  were  not  half  at  home 
him. 

"  Let  the  fellow  go,"  he  said,  with( 
his    hand   from   the   bell-cord,  which 
already  touched  to  order  him  back  agau 
can   talk   more   freely   without    liim. 
Hugli,  here  you   are,  under  your   ow 
eating  a  charitable  dinner,  and  treated 
pitably  as  if  you  did  not  own  all  you  cai 
a  circle  of  five  miles  around  you.     It  was 
idea  of  the  old  lady's,  by  the  way,  to  1 
ordering  this  Rudeshcimer,  in  our  char 
Dutchmen !     How  amazingly  well  she 
ing,  boy!" 

"  Indeed  she  is ;  and  I  am  delighted 
it  I  do  not  know  why  my  grandmotli 
not  live  these  twenty  years;  for  ev> 
would  not  make  her  near  as  old  as  Si 
I  have  often  heard  her  say,  was  a  midi 
man  when  die  was  bom." 

**  True ;  she  seems  like  an  elder  sistei 
rather  than  as  a  mother,  and  is  altog 
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awrt  de%litful  old  woman.  But,  if  we  had  so 
cunning  an  old  woman  to  receive  us,  so  are 
tfcre  abo  some  very  charming  younff  women — 
ier»Hngh?'' 

**!  am  quite  of  your  way  of  thinking,  sir ; 
ttd  must  say  I  have  not,  in  many  a  day,  seen 
two  as  charming  creatures  as  I  have  met  with 

**Two! — ^umph;  a  body  would  think  otis 
lo^t  suffice.  Pray,  which  may  be  the  two, 
Uttter  Padishah  ?** 

**Patt  and  Mary  Warren,  of  course.  The 
other  two  are  well  enough,  but  these  two  are 
oceUent." 

My  unde  Bo  looked  grum,  but  he  said 
nodung  for  some  time.  Eating  is  always  an 
cxcose  for  a  broken  conversation,  and  he  ate 
*w»y  as  if  resolute  not  to  betray  his  disappoint- 
^oit  But  it  is  a  hard  matter  for  a  gentleman 
to  do  nothing  but  eat  at  table,  and  so  he  was 
ol^Ifed  to  talk. 

*  Everything  looks  well  here,  after  all, 
Hj^^"  observed  my  uncle.  "These  anti- 
''Bten  may  have  done  an  infinite  deal  of  harm 
^  tbe  way  of  abusing  principles,  but  they 
'oBotaeem  to  have  yet  destroyed  any  material 


perty,  too.  As  for  the  Nest  House, 
fann,  &c.,  I  dare  say  they  will  l>e  vei 
to  leave  me  them  for  a  while  longer, 
they  can  get  everything  else  away  fro 

'^  For  a  time  longer,  at  least ;  thouj 
the  folly  of  those  who  expect  to  get 
concessions ;  as  if  men  were  ever  aatii 
the  yielding  of  a  pari,  when  they  ask  t 
is  wrong  in  itself,  without  sooner 
expecting  to  get  the  whole.  As  well  i 
expect  the  pickpocket  who  had  abs 
dollar,  to  put  back  two-and-sixpeno 
But  things  really  look  well  around  the 

*'  So  much  the  better  for  us.  Tl 
my  judgment  and  taste,  Miss  Mar 
looks  better  than  anythii^  else  I  hav< 
in  America." 

Another  ^^umph"  expressed  my  ui 
satisfaction — displeasure  would  be  to< 
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tboQgii  I  never  could  understand  why  any  man 

ahoold  wiah  to  drink  his  wine  out  of  green,  when 
he  mjght  do  it  out  of  crystaL  *^  It  must  have 
keo  a  purchase  of  mine,  made  when  we  were 
hst  in  Germany,  and  for  the  use  of  my  mother.** 

^  As  you  please,  sir ;  it  neither  adds  nor  sub- 
tnctsfiom  the  beauty  of  Martha  and  her  friend.** 

''Sioce  you  are  disposed  to  make  these  boyish 
^UiuioDB,  be  frank  with  me,  and  say,  at  once, 
km  you  like  my  wards.*' 

''Meaning,  of  course,  air,  my  own  sister  ex- 
dittTely.  I  will  be  as  sincere  as  possible,  and 
^J  that,  as  to  Miss  Marston,  I  have  no  opinion 
It  ill;  and  as  to  Miss  Coldbrook,  she  is  what, 
^  Europe,  would  be  called  a  *  fine'  woman." 

**  You  can  say  nothing  as  to  her  mind,  Hugh, 
^  yon  have  had  no  opportunity  of  forming  an 
^fbion." 

"  Not  much  of  a  one,  I  will  own.  Never- 
^^desB,  I  should  have  liked  her  better,  had  she 
Vtted  the  allusion  to  the  *  proper  person,'  who 
'iQiieday  tofoigeachain  for  my  sister,  to  begin 
with." 

**  fAf  pok;  thai  is  the  mere  squeamishness 
^  «ky.  I  do  not  think  her  in  the  least  pert 
^fivwavd,  and  jrour  construction  would  he  tout 
•ft fin  vulgar." 


8  ravensnbst; 

**  Put  your  own  construction  on  it,  mo 
I  do  not  like  it." 

"  I  do  not  wonder  young  men  rem 
married ;  they  are  getting  to  be  so  ultra 
tastes  and  notions." 

A  stranger  might  have  retorted  on 
bachelor  for  such  a  speech,  by  some  alli 
his  own  example;  but  I  well  knew  t 
uncle  Ro  had  once  been  engaged,  ai 
he  lost  the  object  of  his  passion  by  des 
too  much  respected  his  constancy  a] 
sentiments  ever  to  joke  on  such  subj 
believe  he  felt  the  delicacy  of  my  fori 
rather  more  than  common,  for  he  imm 
manifested  a  disposition  to  relent,  and  1 
it  by  changing  the  subject" 

"  We  can  never  stay  here  to-mght," 
"  It  would  be  at  once  to  proclaim  our  i 
our  name,  I  might  say — a  name  that  v 
so  honoured  and  beloved  in  this  town,  an 
is  now  so  hated  I" 

^'  No,  no;  not  as  bad  as  that  We  hi 
nothing  to  merit  hatred." 

*^Raimm  de  plu$  for  hating  us  so  n 
more  heartily.  When  men  are  wrong 
have  done  nothing  to  deserve  it,  the  i 
seeks  to  justify  his  wickedness  to  hii 
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fltriviog  all  he  can  to  calumniate  the  injured 
pvtjr;  aad  the  more  difficulty  he  finds  in  doing 
tbt  to  his  mind,  the  more  profound  is  his  hatred. 
Mj  on  ity  we  are  most  sincerely  disliked  here, 
on  tie  spot  where  we  were  once  both  much 
Mored.    Such  is  human  nature.** 

At  that  moment  John  returned  to  the  room, 
to  see  how  we  were  getting  on,  and  to  count 
l»  forks  and  spoons,  for  I  saw  the  fellow  actu- 
iBy  doing  it.  My  uncle,  somewhat  indiscreetly, 
Ifimcied,  but  by  merely  following  the  chain  of 
tkoQght  then  uppermost  in  his  mind,  detxuned 
Um  in  conversation. 

"  Ks  broperty,"  he  said,  inquiringly,  "  is  de 
^wrty  of  one  Yeneral  Littlepage,  I  hears 

"Xot  of  the  General,  who  was  Madam 
^ttlepage's  husband,  and  who  has  long  been 
^  but  of  his  grandson,  Mr.  Hugh." 

"  Und  vhere  might  he  be,  dis  Mr.  Hugh  ? — 
^U  he  be  at  hand,  or  might  he  not  ?" 

"  No ;  he's  in  Europe ;  that  is  to  say,  in 
Hengland."  John  thought  England  covered 
"M  of  Europe,  though  he  had  long  gotten. 
Wcr  his  wish  to  return.  "  Mr.  Hugh  and  Mr. 
Bogtt  be  bott  habsent  firom  the  country,  just 
now.' 

B  3 
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'^  Dat  iat  unfortunate,  for  dey  dells  me  c3 
might  be  moch  troobles  here  abouts,  and  lo^ 
acting." 

"  There  is^  indeed ;  and  a  wicked  thin£ 
is,    that   there   should   be  any  thing  of 
sort." 

^^  Und  yhat  might  be  der  reaaon  of  so  nm* 
troobles? — and  vhere  ist  der  blame?'' 

"  Well,  that  is  pretty  plain,  I  fiincy," 
turned  John,  who,  in  consequence  of  beinj 
favoured  servant  at  head-quarters,  fanded  h^ 
self  a  sort  of  cabinet  minister,  and  had  mi 
pleasure  in  letting  his  knowledge  be  seen.  "1 
tenants  on  this  estate  wants  to  be  landlori 
and  as  they  can't  be  so,  so  long  as  Mr.  Hu 
lives,  and  won't  let  'em,  why  they  just  tries 
sorts  of  schemes  and  plans  to  frighten  pecj 
out  of  their  property.  I  never  go  down  to  i 
village  but  I  lias  a  talk  with  some  of  them,  m 
that  in  a  way  that  might  do  them  some  good^ 
any  thing  can." 

"  Und  vhat  dost  you  say  ?— und  vid  whc 
dost  you  talk,  as  might  do  dem  moch  goot?" 

"  Why,  you  see,  I  talks  more  with  oi 
'Squire  Newcome,  as  they  calls  him,  liiosii 
he's  no  more  of  a  real  'squire  than  you  be— on 
a  sort  of  an  attorney,  like,  such  as  they  has 
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iboB  CQfimtry.    You  oome  from  the  old  countrice, 

I  believe?'' 

"  J*,  ja— dat  ist,  yes — ^we  comes  from  Char- 

many;  eo  yoa  can  say  vhat you  bleases." 

"  They  has  queer  'squires  in  this  part  of  the 
woild,  if  truth  must  be  said.  But  that*8  neither 
We  nor  there,  though  I  give  this  Mr.  Seneca 
Xewoome  as  good  as  he  sends.  What  is  it  you 
^ants,  I  says  to  him? — ^you  can't  all  be  land- 
lords—somebody  must  be  tenants ;  and  if  you 
^*t  want  to  be  tenants,  how  come  you  to  be 
10?  Land  is  plenty  in  this  country,  and  cheap 
too;  and  why  didn*t  you  buy  your  land  at  first, 
uted  of  coming  to  rent  of  Mr.  Hugh ;  and 
^when  you  kate  rented,  to  be  quarrelling 
*boiit  the  very  thing  you  did  of  your  own 
•word?" 

^Dere  you  didst  dell  'em  a  goot  t'ing ;  und 
vlut  might  der  'Squire  say  to  dat  ?" 

'^Qhl  he  was  quite  diunb-founded,  at  first; 

^  he  said  that  in  old  times,  when  people  first 

'soted  these  lands,  they  didn't  knmc  as  much  as 

^do  nofw,  <Mr  they  never  would  have  done  it." 

''Und  you  oould  answer  dat ;  or  vast  it  your 

don  to  be  dnm-founded  ?" 
''I  pitched  it  into  him,  as  they  says;  I  did. 

&^  I,  Jiow'a  this,  says  I— you  are  for  ever 
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boasting  how  much  you  Americans  know 
how  the  people  knows  everything  that  ou 
be  done,  about  politics  and  religion— an 
proclaim  far  and  near  that  your  yeomen  s 
salt  of  the  earth— and  yet  you  don't  kno 
to  bargain  for  your  leases  1  A  pretty  i 
wisdom  is  this,  says  1 1  I  had  him  ther 
the  people  round  about  here  is  only  too  si 
a  trade." 

'*  Did  he  own  dat  you  vast  right,  and 
vast  wrong,  dis  Herr  'Squire  Newcome  ?" 

"  Not  he ;  he  will  never  own  anythii 
makes  against  his  own  doctrine,  unless  h 
it  ignorantly.  But  I  haven't  told  you  ha! 
I  told  him,  says  I,  how  is  it  you  talk  of 
the  Littlepage  family  cheating  you,  wl 
you  knows  yourselves,  you  had  rather  ha 
word  of  one  of  that  family  than  have 
other's  bonds,  says  L  You  know,  sir,  i1 
be  a  poor  landlord  that  a  tenant  can't  and 
take  his  word :  and  this  they  all  know 
true;  for  a  gentleman  as  has  a  fine  es 
raised  above  temptation,  like,  and  has  a  p 
him  to  do  what  is  honourable  and  fair ;  i 
my  opinion,  it  is  good  to  have  a  few  such 
in  a  country,  if  it  be  only  to  keep  the  wick 
from  getting  it  altogether  in  his  own  kee] 
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'•Tnddidyou  saydat  moch  to  der 'Squire  ?" 

**  No;  that  I  juBt  says  to  you  two,  seeing  that 

*«  are  here,  talking  together  in  a  friendly  way ; 

hit  I  man  needn't  be  ashamed  to  say  it  any- 

*^  for  it's  a  religious  truth.     But  I  says  to 

fe,  Newcome,  says  I,  you,  who  has  been  living 

*  long  on   the   property  of  the   Littlepages, 

^bt  to  be  ashamed  to  vnAt  to  strip  them  of  it; 

^t  you're  not  satisfied  with  keeping  gentlemen 

4>wn  quite  as  much  out  of  sight  as  you  can,  by 

Mding  all  the  offices  yourselves,  and  taking  all 

Ae  money  of  the  public  you  can  lay  your  hands 

OH  for  your  own  use,  but  you  wants  to  trample 

^em  under  your  feet,  I  says,  and  so  take  your 

''evcnge  for  being  what  you  be,  says  L" 

"Veil,  my  friend,"  said  my  uncle,  "you  vast 

^  bolt  man  to  dell  all  dis  to  der  beoples  of  dis* 

coontry,  vhere,  I  have  heard,  a  man  may  say 

JH8t  That  he  hast  a  mind  to  say,  so  dat  he  dost 

notabeak  too  moch  trut  1" 

"That's  it — that*s  it;  you  have  been  a  quick 
vlttUr,  I  find.  I  told  this  Mr.  Newcome,  says 
1|  7^'re  bold  enough  in  railing  at  kings  and 
"Wes,  for  you  very  well  know,  says  I,  that  they 
^  three  thousand  miles  away  from  you,  and 
*n  do  you  no  harm ;  but  you  would  no  more 
^  get  up  before  your  masters,  the  people, 
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here,  and  say  what  too  really  tlunk  about  'em 
and  what  I  have  heard  you  say  of  them  in  pii 
rate,  than  you  would  dare  put  your  head  before 
a  cannon^  as  the  gunner  touched  it  off  Oh .'  I 
gave  him  a  lesson,  you  may  be  sure  !" 

Although    there    was  a  good  deal  of  the 
English  footman  in  John's  logic  and  feelings 
there  was  also  a  good  deal  of  truth  in  what  k 
said.     The  part  where  he  accused  Xewcomeof 
holding  one  set  of  opinions  in  priTate,  conoen- 
ing  ku  masters,  and  another  in  public»  is  true 
to  the  life,   lliere  is  not,  at  this  moment,  within 
the  wide  reach  of  the  American  borden»  o^ 
demagogue  to  be  found  who  might  not,  with 
justice,  be  accused  of  precisely  the  same  deeep- 
tion.    There  is  not  one  demagogue  in  the  whol^ 
country,  who,  if  he  lived  in  a  monarchy,  woulA 
not  be  the  humblest  advocate  of  men  in  powcfi 
ready  to  kneel  at  the  feet  of  those  who  stoo^ 
in  the  sovereign's  presence.     There  is  not,  ^ 
this  instant,  a  man  in  power  among  us,  a  senito' 
or  a  legislator,  who  is  now  the  seeming  advocate 
of  what  he  wishes  to  call  the  rights  of  tk 
tenants,  and  who  is  for  overlooking  piincipltf 
and  destroying  law  and  right,  in  order  to  pwafj 
the  anti-renters  by  extraordinary  conceedoDfli 
that  would  not  be  among  the  foremost,  under  a 
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monarchial  Byetem,  to  recommend  and  support 

lihe  freest  application  of  the  sword  and   the 

Vtyonet  to  suppress  what  would  then  be  viewed, 

ij,  and  be  termed,  *^  the  rapacious  longings  of 

die  dnaffected  to  enjoj  the  property  of  others 

vithcmt  paying  for  it."     All  this  is  certain ;  for 

it  depends  on  a  law  of  morals  that  is  infallible. 

i    Aay  one  who  wishes  to  obtain  a  clear  index  to 

Ae  true  characters  of  the  public  men  he  is 

nqoired  to  support,  or  oppose,  has  now  the 

tfportanity;  for  each  standi?  before  a  mirror 

tint  reflects  him  in  his  just  proportions,  and  in 

vUch   the    dullest  eye   has   only   to    cast    a 

dnoe,  in  order  to  view   him  from   head  to 

Tbe  entrance  of  my  grandmother  put  a  stop 

to  John's  discourse.     He  was  sent  out  of  the 

i>Nii  on  a  message,  and  then  I  learned   the 

^kject  (^  this  visit   My  sister  had  been  let  into 

4e  lecret  of  our  true  characters,  and  was  dying 

to  embrace  me.     My  dear  grandmother,  rightly 

flKmgli,  had  decided  it  would  be  to  the  last 

ifgne  unkind  to  keep  her  in  ignorance  of  our 

iraenoe;    and,   the  fact  known,  nature  had 

loBgiiigB  which  must  be  appeased.   I  had  myself 

been  tempted  twenty  times,  that  morning,  to 

Patt  to  my  heart  and  kiss  her,  as  I  used 
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to  do  just  after  mj  beard  began  to  grow,  anc 
she  was  so  much  of  a  child  as  to  complain.  The 
principal  thing  to  be  arranged,  then,  was  to 
obtain  an  interview  for  me  without  awakening 
suspicion  in  the  observers.  My  grandmother'ii 
plan  was  arranged,  however,  and  she  now  com^ 
municated  it  to  us. 

There  was  a  neat  little  dressing-room  annexed 
to  Martha's  bed-room ;  in  that  the  meeting  w« 
to  take  place. 

"  She   and    Mary  Warren   are   now  theitt 
waiting  for  your  ap})earancc,  Hugh ^ 

"  Mary  Warren ! — Does  she,  then,  know  who 
lam?" 

"  Not  in  the  least ;  she  has  no  other  kleft 
than  that  you  are  a  young   German,  of  good 
connexions  and  well  educated,  who  has  beea 
driven  from  Iiis  own  country  by  political  two- 
bles,  and  who  is  reduced  to  turn  his  mnAA 
taste  and  acquisitions  to  account,  in  the  if*f 
you  seem  to  do,  until  he  can  find  some  bett^ 
employment.     All  this  she  had  told  us  befo^^ 
we  met  you,  and  you  are  not  to  be  vain,  Hn^ 
if  I  add,  that  your  supposed  misfortune^  9f^ 
great  skill  with  the  flute,  and  good  behavioi^' 
have  made  a  friend  of  one  of  the  best  and  wa^ 
true-hearted  girls  I  ever  had  the  good  fortux^ 
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toVnow.     I  say  good  behaviour^  for  little^  just 
vow,  can  be  ascribed  to  good  UxAs.^ 

^  I  hope  I  am  not  in  the  least  revolting  in 
tfpearanoe,  in  this  disguise.  For  mj  sister's 
«ke ." 

The  hearty  laugh  of  my  dear  old  grandmother 
IvoQght  me  up,  and  I  said  no  more ;  colourings 
1  believe,  a  little,  at  my  own  folly.  Even  uncle 
Koj(Hned  in  the  mirth,  though  I  could  see  he 
tidied  Mary  Warren  even  safely  translated 
•kng  with  her  father,  and  that  the  latter  was 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury.  I  must  acknow- 
Uge  that  I  felt  a  good  deal  ashamed  of  the 
weakness  I  had  betrayed. 

"  You  are  very  well,  Hugh,  darling,"  con- 
tinaed  my  grandmother ;  **  though  I  must  think 
Joo  would  be  more  interesting  in  your  own 
Wir,  which  is  curling,  than  in  that  lank  wig. 
SdD,  one  can  see  enough  of  your  face  to  recog- 
■i^it,  if  one  has  the  due;  and  I  told  Martha, 
it  ike  first,  that  I  was  struck  with  a  certain 
CKpiesnon  of  the  eyes  and  smile  that  reminded 
^  of  her  brother.  But,  there  they  are,  Mary 
^  Martha,  in  the  drawing-room,  wuting  for 
T^  appearance.  The  first  is  so  fond  of  music, 
^indeed,  is  bo  practised  in  it,  as  to  have  been 
'iBi^ited  with  your  flute;  and  she  has  talked  so 
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^Zfih  <cz  vour  skill  as  to  justify  113  in  see 
:.  TiyC  r:r  a  turther  exhibition  of  your 
H^zri-e:^  ^zi  Anne,  taving  lees  taste  that 
b&ve  c-^ae  i^c^iher,  10  collect  bouquets^  ii 
r>:-:~-i.':'.i>e-  aaJ  there  L?  now  an  exce 
<p:rr^TT  to  gntify  your  sbter.  I  as 
iriT  yisrj  ou:  of  the  room,  after  a  little  w 
vV:c  y-:u  iz>i  Martha  may  say  a  word  to  < 
iir  iz  y :ur  pn>per  characters.  As  for  ; 
}«.C:r.  y.n  arv  to  open  your  box  again,  as 
^11  iZi'T:-r  f^.r  i:  tii/  will  serve  to  amuse  j 
:.:it.:  -aririsw  sboold  they  return  too  soon  i 
'.izjilr  ^i^i:  10  the  garJener." 

r>£7y:>.:r.^  Wing  thus  explained,  and 
ii-z^r  cnied.  all  parties  proceeded  to  the  ( 
ouTiv  2  0:'  ihe  plan,  each  in  his  or  her  designs 
si.ce.  ^Mkcn  my  gnndmother  and  I  reac 
:be  dz>?s»ing-nxkm.  however,  llartha  was 
:hcnL\  though  Mary  Warren  was,  her  fari 
Nu:  5creae  eyes  full  of  faappineas  and  ei| 
n:k>Q.  Martha  had  retired  to  the  11 
rxvm  cor  a  moment,  whither  my  grandmot 
^nispecting  the  truth*  followed  her.  As  I  ai 
wards  adcertained,  m j  sister,  fearful  of 
keug  able  to  sappmslier  tears  on  my  entn 
had  withdrawn,  in  order  to  struggle  for 
command  witkout  betraying  our  seeret    I 
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Ad  to  commence  an  air^  without  waiting  for 
he  mbeent  young  lady,  as  the  strain  could 
saaly  be  heard  through  the  open  door. 

I  might  haye  played  ten  minutes  before  my 

■Her  and  grandmother  came  out  again.     Both 

kd  been  in  tears,  though  the  intense  manner 

k  which  Mary  Warren  was  occupied  witli  the 

kumony  of  my  flute,  probably  prevented  her 

Ion  observing  it.     To  me,  however,  it  was 

fUn  enough ;  and  glad  was  I  to  find  that  my 

■Iter  had  succeeded  in  commanding  her  feel- 

BgB.    In   a  minute   or  two  my  grandmother 

pnfited  by  a  pause  to  rise   and  carry  away 

with  her  Mary  Warren,  though  the  last  left  the 

loom  with  a  reluctance  that  was  very  manifest 

Ik  pretence  was  a  promise  to  meet  the  divine 

:    B  the  library,  on  some  business  connected  with 

i    Ae  Sunday-schools. 

I      "You  can  keep  the  young  man  for  another 

[    tti  Martha,"  observed  my  grandmother,  **  and 

I  will  send    Jane   to    you    as    I    pass    her 

Jaoe  was  my  sister's  own  maid,  and  her 
nm  was  dose  at  hand,  and  I  dare  say  dear 
gandmother  gave  her  the  order,  in  Mary 
WaoBB's  preaence,  as  soon  as  she  quitted  the 
else  might  Mary  Warren  well  be  but- 
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prised  at  the  singularity   of  the    whole   pro- 
cedure ;  but  Jane  did  not  make  her  appearance 
nevertheless.     As  for  myself^   I   continued  to 
play  as  long  as   I   thought  any  ear  was  neir 
enough  to  hear  me ;   then  I  laid  aside  ray  fluta 
In  the  next  instant  Patt  was  in  my  arms,  where 
she  lay  some  time  weeping,  but  looking  inex- 
pressibly happy. 

"Oh  I  Hugh,  what  a  .disguise  was  thia  to 
visit  your  own  house  in  I**  she  said,  as  soon « 
composed  enough  to  speak. 

"  Would  it  have  done  to  come  here  otlle^ 
wise?  You  know  the  state  of  the  countiy, 
and  the  precious  fruits  our  boasted  tree  of 
liberty  is  bringing  forth.  The  owner  of  Ac 
land  can  only  visit  his  property  at  the  risk  of 
his  life  I'' 

Martha  pressed  me  in  her  arms  in  a  wayta 
show  how  conscious  she  was  of  the  dangtf 
I   incurred  in    even    thus  visiting   her;  after 
which  we  seated  ourselves,  side  by  side,  on  a 
little  divan,  and  b^an  to  speak  of  those  tlunp 
that  were  most  natural  to  a  brother  and  sister 
who  so  much  loved  each  other,  and  who  hid 
not  met  for  five  years.     My  grandmother  had 
managed  so  well  as  to  prevent  all  interraption 
for  an  hour,  if  we  saw  fit  to  remain  together, 
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ale  to  others  it  should  seem  as  if  Pat  had 
smisaed  me  in  a  few  minutes. 
**  Not  one  of  the  other  girls  suspect^  in  the 
sut,  who  70U  are^"  said  Martha,  smiling,  when 
re  had  got  through  with  the  questions  and 
Mttwers  so  natural  to  our  situation.  ^^I  am 
nprised  that  Henrietta  has  not,  for  she  prides 
knelf  on  her  penetration.  She  is  as  much  in 
&e  dark  as  the  others,  however." 

"  And  Miss  Mary  Warren — ^the  young  lady 
win)  has  just  left  the  room — ^has  she  not  some 
flM0  notion  that  I  am  not  a  common  Dutch 
•BBC-grinder?" 

Patt  laughed,  and  that  so  merrily  as  to  cause 
tbe  tones  of  her  sweet  voice  to  fill  me  with 
Ught,  as  I  remembered  what  she  had  been  in 
<i3dhood  and  girlhood  five  years  before,  and 
it  ihook  her  bright  tresses  off  her  cheeks  ere 
Ae  would  answer. 

"No,  Hugh,"  she  replied,  *^she  fancies  you 

■  umammon  Dutch  music-grinder;  an  ariiste 

ikt  not  only  grinds,  but  who  dresses  up  his 

kmonies  in  such  a  way  as  to  be  palatable 

to  the  most  refined  taste.     How  came  Mary  to 

tfcmk  yoo  and  my  uncle  two  reduced  German 

pntlemen?'' 

''And  does  the  dear  girl  believe — that  is. 
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AX*  M:»  Mary  Warren  do  ud  eo  much  honour, 
^  10  nni^ine  Tnat  ?" 

**  Is-ii-ed  she  doe^.  for  she  told  us  bb  muA 
i^  scon  as  she  gvn  home ;   and  Henrietta  ami 
-Vss<  hivo  made  themselves  very   merry  witli 
ihifir  spt-oulaiions  on  the  subject  of  Misa  Wtf^ 
re-'?  ^7t;a:  ino>.^iio.     They  call  you  Herso^ 
v..  :i  Geii:^-" 

"  Think  :hi'm  for  that."*  I  am  afraid  I 
inswirt'i  a  linle  t«xi  pointedly,  for  I  saw  thit 
Fa::  >cx::ii\i  siirprisciL  "  But  your  Americin 
:.'Tarr>  in?  ;i:*t  such  half-way  things  as  to  spwl 
\:v.r^  w::::^n:  making  them  neither  refined 
.u>.;  ivlished  as  they  might  be  in  real  capital^ 
whi'c  :hey  are  not  lett  the  simplicity  and  nature 
o:"  :he  vvuntry." 

"  WiIL  Master  Hugh,  this  is  being  very 
vTOissi^  abou:  a  very  little,  and  not  particultflj 
v.v:u;i::r.i!i:ary  to  your  own  sister.  And  ifkj 
:K*t  y.-^r  American  towns  as  well  as  ©iir*?— »i« 
\  ou  XK^  lonirer  one  of  us  ?" 

"  Cenalnly  one  of  ifOftr$y  always,  my  deaMt 
Taiti.  though  not  one  of  every  chattering  pA 
wht^  may  set  up  for  a  Mbs  with  her  Dukes  of 
Fiddle !    But«  enough  of  thia ; — you  like  the 
Warrens  ?" 

"  Verv  muc4i  ao ;  father  and  daoirbter.     The 
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&vt  is  just  what  a  clergyman  ghould  be ;  of 
acuIdTation  and  intelligence  to  fit  him  to  be 
U17  man's  companion^  and  a  simplicity  like  that 
of  a  child.  You  remember  his  predecessor — 
flo  dissatisfied,  so  selfish,  so  lazy,  so  censorious, 
K  Qojuflt  to  every  person  and  thing  around 
lum,  and  yet  so  exacting ;  and,  at  the   same 

time,  so ^ 

"What?  Thus  far  you  have  drawn  his 
ckawcter  well;  I  should  like  to  hear  the  re- 
mainder." 

**  I  have  said  more  than  I  ought  already  :  for 
one  has  an  idea  that,  by  bringing  a  clergyman 
mto  disrepute,  it  brings  religion  and  the  church 
"ito  discredit  too.  A  priest  must  be  a  very  bad 
^^  to  have  injurious  things  said  of  him,  in  this 
««nrtry,  Hugh." 

**  That  is,  perhaps,  true.  But  you  like  Mr. 
^ttxen  better  than  him  who  has  left  you  ?" 

^  A  thousand  times,  and  in  all  things.  In 
^tion  to  having  a  most  pious  and  sincere 
P^r,  tee  have  an  agreeable  and  well-bred 
^•WAour,  from  whose  mouth,  in  the  five  years 
toithehaadwelt  here,  I  have  not  heard  a  syllable 
^  the  expense  of  a  single  fellow-creature.  You 
know  how  it  is  apt  to  be  with  the  other  clergy 
•ndours,  in  the  country — for  ever  at  sword's 
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(oincs :  and  if  not  actually  quarrelling,  kee 
up  a  hollow  peace.** 

-  That  Ls  onlv  too  true — or  used  to  be  t 
hetbre  I  went  abroad." 

'•  And  it  15  so  now.  elaewhcre.  111  answei 
it.  though  it  be  $o  no  longer  here.  Mr.  T? 
ren  and  Mr.  Peck  seem  to  live  on  perfw 
anuoable  conns,  though  as  little  alike  at  bott 
as  fire  and  water." 

••  By  the  way,  how  do  the  clergy  of  the  i 
ferent  sects,  up  and  down  the  country,  behi 
on  the  subject  of  anti-rent  ?" 

"  I  can  answer  only  from  what  I  hear,  wi 
the  exception  of  Mr.  Warren's  course,  ifrl 
preached  two  or  three  plain  and  severe  sennc 
on  the  duty  of  honesty  in  our  worldly  trana 
tions«  one  of  which  was  from  the  tenth  co 
manilmont.  Of  course  he  said  nothing  of 
[articular  trouble,  but  everybody  must  h) 
maile  the  neces^ry  application  of  the  hon 
truths  he  uttered.  I  question  if  another  t 
has  been  raised,  fieur  and  near,  on  the  aubj 
although  I  have  heard  Mr.  Warren  say 
movement  threatens  more  to  demoralize  ] 
York  than  anything  that  has  happened  ix 
time.** 

'^  And  the  man  down  at  the  village  ?" 
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he  gocsy  of  course,  with  the  majority, 
was  one  of  that   set  ever  known  to 
his  parish,  in  anything  ?" 
ud  Mary  is  as  sound  and  as  high-prinei- 
IS  her  father?" 

^uitc  so ;  though  tlicre  has  been  a  good 

said  a])out  the  necessity  of  Mr.  Warren's 

iovlng,  and  giving  up   St.  Andrew's,  since 

preached  against  covetousncss.        All   the 

iti-renters  say,  I   hear,   that  they  know   he 

flcant    them^    and    that    they   won't    put    up 

n\\  it." 

"  I  dare  say ;  each  one  fancying  he  was 
•lajfist  called  out  by  name:  that  is  the  way, 
rten  conscience  works." 

"  I  should  be  very,  very  sorry  to  part  witli 
w? ;  and  almost  as  much  so  to  part  with  her 
Wicr.  There  is  one  thing,  however,  that  Mr, 
firrcn  himself  thinks  we  had  better  have 
^boe,  Hugh ;  and  that  is  to  take  down  the 
CMopy  from  over  our  pew.  You  can  have  no 
lotion  of  the  noise  tliat  foolish  canopy  is  making 
ip  and  down  the  countr}\" 

"  I  shall  710^  take  it  down.  It  is  my  property, 

nd  there  it  shall  remain.     As  for  the  canopy, 

was  a  wrong  distinction  to  place  in  a  church, 

am  willing   to   allow;    but  it    never  gave 

VOL.U.  c 
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offence  until  it  has  been  thought  that 
against  it  would  help  to  rob  me  of  my 
at  half  price,  or  at  no  price  at  all,  as  it 
happen." 

"  All  that  may  be  true ;  but  if  improp 
a  church,  why  keep  it  ?" 

"  Because  I  do  not  choose  to  be  bullic 
of  what  is  my  own,  even  though  I  care  nc 
about  it.  There  might  have  been  a  time 
the  canopy  was  unsuited  to  the  house  of 
and  that  was  when  those  who  saw  it  ) 
fancy  it  canopied  the  head  of  a  fellow-on 
who  had  higher  claims  than  themselv( 
divine  favoiu* ;  but,  in  times  like  these, 
men  estimate  merit  by  beginning  at  the 
end  of  the  social  scale,  there  is  little  dan 
any  one's  falling  into  the  mistake.  The  c 
shall  stand,  little  as  I  care  about  it:  t 
would  actually  prefer  it  should  come  dowi 
can  fully  see  the  impropriety  of  maluDj 
distinctions  in  the  temple;  but  it  shall 
until  concessions  cease  to  be  dangerous, 
a  right  of  property,  and  as  such  I  will  mn 
it  J£  others  dislike  it,  let  them  put  ca 
over  their  pews,  too.  The  best  test  in  f 
matter  is  to  see  who  could  bear  it.  A 
figure  Seneca  Newoome  would  cut,  for  ins 
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seated  in  a  canopied  pew  I  Even  Iiis  own  Bot 
voaU laugh  at  him;  which,  I  fancy,  is  more 
Aan  thej  yet  do  at  me." 

Martha  was  disappointed ;  but  she  changed 
tke  subject  We  next  talked  of  our  own  little 
private  afiidrs,  as  they  were  connected  with 
■dler  matters. 

**  For  whom  is  that  beautiitd  chain  intended, 
Hsghr  asked  Patt,  laughingly.  ^^  I  can  now 
Uieve  the  pedlar  when  he  says  it  is  reserved 
(r  your  future  wife.  But  who  is  that  wife 
to  be  ?  Will  her  name  be  Henrietta  or  Anne  ?" 

« Why  not  ask,  also,  if  it  will  be  Mary  ?— 
vkj  exclude  one  of  your  companions,  while  you 
irinde  the  other  two?*' 

Patt  started — seemed  surprised;  her  cheeks 
ImM,  and  then  I  saw  that  pleasure  was  the 
ftding  predominant 

**  Am  I  too  late  to  secure  that  jewel,  as  a 
pendant  to  my  chain  ?"  I  asked,  half  in  jest,  half 
•oionsly. 

'  Too  soon*  at  least,  to  attract  it  by  the  rich- 
mm  and  beauty  of  the  bauble.    A  more  natural 
omI  disinterested  girl  than  Mary  Warren  does 
BOt  eiist  in  the  country  .** 
''Be  frank   with  me,   Martha,  and  say  at 
;  has  she  a  fayoured  suitor?*' 
c  2 
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"  Why,  this  seems  really  serious !"  exdiun®^ 
my  sister,  laughing.  "  But,  to  put  you  out  d 
your  pain,  I  will  answer,  I  know  of  but  one* 
One  she  has  certainly,  or  female  sagtclty  ^ 
at  fault." 

*^  But  is  he  one  that  is  favoured?  Yon 
can  never  know  how  much  depends  on  yoor 
answer." 

"  Of  that  you  can  judge  for  yourseE  It  * 
'Squire  Sencky  Newcome,  as  he  is  called  he^ 
abouts — ^the  brother  of  the  charming  Opp^ 
tunity,  who  still  reserves  herself  for  you.* 

*•  And  they  arc  as  rank  anti-renters  as  tfij 
male  and  female  in  the  country." 

"  They  are  rank  Newcomites;  and  ib^ 
means  that  each  is  for  himself.  Would  yO^ 
believe  it,  but  Opportunity  really  gives  hereeW 
airs  with  Mary  Warren  I** 

"  And  how  does  Mary  Warren  take  such  •* 
assumption  ?" 

"  As  a  young  person  should  —  quietly  tit* 
without  manifesting  any  feeling.  But  the^ 
is  something  quite  intolerable  in  one  Q^ 
Opportunity  Xewcome's  assuming  a  BaperioiitS 
over  any  true  lady  !  Mary  is  as  well  edncat^ 
and  as  well  connected  as  any  of  ub,  and  is  qiu^ 
as  much  accustomed  to  good  company;  wldt 
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Offortmty—'*  here  Patt  laughed,  and  then 
■iled,  hurriedly,  "  but  you  know  Opportunity 
wwdJasIdo.*' 

"Oh!  yes;  she  is  la  vertue,  or  the  virtue, 
^je  tuts  venue,  pour.*' 

The  latter  allusion  Patt  understood  well 
ooDgh,  having  laughed  over  the  story  a  dozen 
^;  and  she  laughed  again  when  I  explained 
fcaffiiir  of  «rt^  solitude." 

Then  came  a  fit  of  sisterly  feeling.     Patt  in- 
cited on  taking  off  my  wig,  and  seeing  my  face 
m  its  natural  dress.     I  consented  to  gratify  her, 
wken  the  girl  really  behaved  like  a  simpleton. 
Pint  she  pushed  about  my  curls  until  they  were 
Snngcd  to  suit  the  silly  creature,  when  she  ran 
to  several  steps,  clapped  her  hands  in  delight, 
Aen  rushed  into  my  arms  and  kissed  my  fore- 
Wid  and  eyes,  and  called  me  " her  brother" — 
her  "only  brother" — ^her  "dear,  dear  Hugh," 
nd  by  a  number  of  other  such  epithets,  until 
die  worked  herself,  and  me  too,  into  such  an 
fiEoesB  of  feeling  that  we  sat  down,  side  by  side, 
■d  each  had  a  hearty  fit  of  crying.     Perhaps 
HBe  snch  burst  as  this  was  necessary  to  relieve 
nr  minds,  and  we  submitted  to  it  wisely. 
My  sister  wept  the  longest,  as  a  matter  of 
but^  as  soon  as  she  had  dried  her  eyes, 
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she  replaced  the  wig,  and  completely  restor 
my  disguise,  trembling  the  whole  time  lest  s(^t 
one  might  enter  and  detect  me. 

"  You  have  been  very  imprudent,  Hngb,  h 
coming  here  at  all,"  she  said,  while  thus  hm. 
<^  You  can  form  no  notion  of  the  miserable  state 
of  the  country,  or  how  far  tlie  anti-rent  poiMO 
has  extended,  or  the  malignant  nature  ofit£ 
feeling.  The  annoyances  they  have  attempted 
with  dear  grandmother  are  odious;  you  they 
would  scarcely  leave  alive." 

«*  The  coimtry  and  the  people  must  have 
strangely  altered,  then,  in  five  years.  Om 
New  York  population  has  hitherto  had  t«3 
little  of  the  assassin-like  character.  Tar  wc 
feathers  are  the  blackguards',  and  have  been  tb 
petty  tyrants'  weapons  from  time  immemoriJ 
in  this  country ;  but  not  the  knife.'* 

"  And  can  anything  sooner  or  more  elfectiiill! 
alter  a  people  than  longings  for  the  property  <} 
others  ?  Is  not  the  *  love  of  money  the  rort  < 
all  evil  ?' — ^and  what  right  have  we  to  Buppo^ 
our  Eavensnest  population  is  better  ^ 
another,  when  that  sordid  feeling  is  thoroiigli 
aroused?  You  know  you  have  written  • 
yourself,  that  all  the  American  can  or  does  1 
for  is  money." 
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"ILaFe  written  you,  dear,  that  the  country, 
io  its  present  condition,  leaves  no  other  incen- 
tive to  exertion,  and  therein  it  is  cursed. 
AGIitaiy  fame,  military  rank,  even,  are  unattain- 
lUe,  under  our  system :  the  arts,  letters  and 
leience,  bring  little  or  no  reward;  and  there 
being  no  political  rank  that  a  man  of  refinement 
would  care  for,  men  must  live  for  money,  or 
Bre  altogether  for  another  state  of  being.  But 
I  have  told  you,  at  the  same  time,  Martha,  that, 
notwithstanding  all  this,  I  believe  the  American 
tless  mercenary  being,  in  the  ordinary  sense  of 
the  word^  tlian  the  European ;  that  two  men 
ought  be  bought,  for  instance,  in  any  European 
country,  for  one  here.  This  last  I  suppose  to 
he  the  result  of  the  facility  of  making  a  living, 
ttd  the  habits  it  produces.** 

"Never  mind  causes;  Mr.  Warren  says 
dieie  is  a  desperate  intention  to  rob  existing 
vnong  these  people,-  and  that  they  are  dange- 
'Mi  As  yet  they  do  a  little  respect  women,  but 
how  long  they  will  do  that  one  cannot  know." 

"It  may  all  be  so.  It  must  be  so,  respecting 
vhatlhave  heard  and  read ;  yet  this  vale  looks 
n  miling  and  as  sweet,  at  this  very  moment,  as 
Van  eyil  passion  never  sullied  it !  But,  depend 
onmypradence,  which  tells  me  that  we  ought 


32  RAVENSNEST ; 

now  to  part*  I  shall  see  you  again  and  again 
before  I  quit  the  estate,  and  you  will,  of  coursCy 
join  us  somewhere — at  the  Springs,  perhaps — 
as  soon  as  we  find  it  necessary  or  exj^edient 
to  decamp." 

Martha  promised  this,  of  course,  and  I  kissed 
her,  previously  to  separating.  No  one  crossed 
my  way  as  I  descended  to  the  piazza,  which  was 
easily  done,  since  I  was  literally  at  home.  I 
lounged  about  on  the  lawn  a  few  minutes,  and 
then,  showing  myself  in  front  of  the  library 
windows,  I  was  summoned  to  the  room,  as  I 
had  expected. 

Uncle  Ro  had  di9[)osed  of  every  article  of  the 
fine  jewellery  that  he  had  brought  home  as 
presents  for  his  wards.  The  pay  was  a  matter 
to  be  arranged  with  Mrs.  Littlepagc,  which 
meant  no  pay  at  all ;  and,  as  the  donor  after- 
wards told  me,  he  liked  this  mode  of  distributing 
the  various  ornaments  better  than  presenting 
them  himself,  as  he  was  now  certain  each  girl 
had  consulted  her  own  fancy. 

As  the  hour  of  the  regular  dinner  was 
approaching,  we  took  our  leave  soon  after,  not 
without  receiving  kind  and  pressing  inTitations 
to  visit  the  Nest  again  ere  we  left  the  township. 
Of  course  we  promised  all  that  was  required 
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intending  most  faithfully  to  comply.  On  quit- 
ting the  house  we  returned  towards  the  farm, 
though  not  without  pausing  on  the  lawn  to  gaze 
aroimd  us  on  a  scene  so  dear  to  both,  from 
recollection,  association,  and  interest.  But  I 
forget,  this  is  aristocratical ;  the  landlord  has 
no  right  to  sentiments  of  this  nature,  which  are 
feelings  that  the  sublimated  liberty  of  the  law 
is  beginning  to  hold  in  reserve  solely  for  the 
benefit  of  the  tenant  I 


c  3 
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CHAPTER  11. 

"  There  Bhall  be,  in  England,  mwm  hilf-penir 
loaves  Bold  for  a  penny  :  the  three-hooped  poi  ihall 
have  ten  hoopB ;  and  I  will  make  it  felony  to  drink 
small  beer :  all  the  realm  shall  be  in  common,  and 
in  Chcapside  shall  my  palfrey  go  to  grasB." 

Jack  Caw.      — 

"  I  DO  not  sec,  sir,"  I  remarked^  as  we  moTe=^ 
on  from  the  last  of  these  pauses,  **  why  llK» 
governors  and  legislators,  and  writers  on  tl^tJJ 
subject  of  anti-rentism,  talk  so  much  of  (eiid»^ 
ity,  and  chickens,  and  days'  works,  and  dnnlw* 
leases,  when  we  have  none  of  these^  whife  *•"* 
have    all    the    disaffection  they  are   said   *^ 
produce." 

"You  will  understand  that  better  as  p^ 
come  to  know  more  of  men.  No  party  tDod** 
to  its  weak  points.  It  is  just  as  you  say;  ^^ 
the  proceedings  of  your  tenants,  for  instant 
give  the  lie  to  the  theories  of  the  plulanthnqpi^ 
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^nd  miLst  be  kept  in  the  back-ground.     It  is 

trae  that  the  disaffection  has  not  yet  extended 

to  one-half,   or  to  one-fourth  of  the    leased 

estates  in  the  country,  perhaps  not  to  one-tenth, 

if  you  take  the  number  of  the  landlords  as  the 

standard,  instead  of  the  extent  of  their  posses- 

&ona,but  it  certainly  tr/ff,  should  the  authorities 

i      timper  with  the  rebels  much  longer." 

"  If  they  tax  the  incomes  of  the  landlords 
^ukder  the  durable  rent  system,  why  should  not 
^  parties  aggrieved  have  .the  same  right  to 
take  up  anus  to  resist  such  an  act  of  oppression 
«o«r&therehad,  in  1776?" 

^  Their  cause  would  be  better ;  for  that  was 

^y  a  constructive  right,  and  one  dependent  on 

tP^  principles,  whereas  this  is  an  attempt  at 

*  mo6t  mean  evasion  of  a  written  law,  the 

*     aeaoness  of  the  attempt  being  quite  as  cul- 

I      paUe  as  its  firaud.     Every  hyman  being  knows 

^  Bach  a  tax,  so  far  as  it  has  any  object 

beyond  that  of  an  election-sop,  is  to  choke  off 

the  landlords  from  the  maintenance  of  their 

eorenants,  which  is  a  thing  that  no  State  can 

do  directly,  without  running  the  risk  of  having 

iU  law    pronounced  unconstitutional  by  the 

ocNirts  of  the  United  States,  if,  indeed,  not  by 

Hb  own  courts." 


•  Ti-    r  'LT-    r  Zjt.c*  i?  i:<*med.  by  it*  own 
:.■  .r- ^       .'i-lLif  r-f-fr  i'rcsei  the  patience  of 
7.   :\r    ::■  r;    "xi   liLiT  nr.rcrrl  assembly  hw 
:    :.-.-:  -.:•     -:: -■:'».":    ::  z^irr  s?iind  lawyer  in 
-:      '^  :"  .         Tj.'.     Lfrlrls.    r^i    coplum,'  is 
::-  T  *      .".    :    ■-.    .z":      -Lri:  ;u5iioe  he   done, 
. :  1    - :      .-'i.-    TL."-'      >':     r.^   wishes  to  see 
•:^::::*L     izti    :">:    ij:  r:«ehing   conren- 
-    :     v-„     sv'i".    :t    ■:■     tIv    Capulets,    if  it 
:     Z'  '2-rj:   zi<i   :      "n    ^:n=2cnded.      It  wtf 
■     :  ■ --    _:_'*-■  z    ::"  :h^    House   of  Lonb 
•   f  - .  :i .  -  :1  :':.li  ^Trlk'-zz  'ii:!er>t:-nce :  the  Ei?- 
-:       :  ■>  i.-^-  r  :z    -  t-rn^arion.  and  mcn^ith 
-.  -:.?:   ■    .1  i:   -Tji-:,  i-i  iheir  knowleilge  and 
-.-:-:r.>:5  :-.-:l.:*z  :i:—  :>  I^^vo  the  settlement  of 
ir<i:L.l?  :    :>.-:  '.^-j-il  z:c-  ot  their  body,  of  whom 
:Jiir:    ir:    ii-^iy*    s    n:>pe:taMe    number,  in 
-:l:::.:i  ::  :r.:^  in  r%>5«^55Ln  of  the  woolsack 
ini  :ii:  "  <a»:h :  whvtvai^  our  Senate  is  a  eourt 
^:r.:^.:^-i   or'  small   lawyers,  country  doctors, 
:r-or;ha":s-  farmers,  with  occasionally  a  man  of 
really  ILl^ml  attainments.     Under  the  direction 
of  an  acute  and  honest  judge,  as  most  of  our 
true  judges  actually  are,  the  Court  of  Enon 
would  hardly  form  such  a  jury  b8  would  allow 
a  creditable  person  to  be  tried  by  his  peers,  in  a 
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}  affectiiig  character,  for  instance,  and  here 
have  it  set  up  as  a  court  of  the  last  resort, 
settle  points  of  law  I" 

"  I  see  it  has  just  made  a  decision  in  a  libel 
it,  at  which  the  profession  sneers." 
"It  has,  indeed.  Now  look  at  that  vcr}' 
ecinon,  for  instance,  as  the  measure  of  its 
Knowledge.  An  editor  of  a  newspaper  holds 
vp  a  literary  man  to  the  world  as  one  anxious 
to  obtain  a  small  sum  of  money,  in  order  to 
^  it  into  Wall-street,  for  *  sha\ang  purposes.' 
Now,  the  only  material  question  raised  was  the 
true  signification  of  the  word  *  shaving.'  If  to 
my  a  man  is  a  ^  shaver,'  in  the  sense  in  which 
i  IB  lulled  to  the  u^  of  money,  be  bringing 
^  into  discredit,  then  was  the  plaintiff's 
ledaration  sufficient ;  if  not,  it  was  insufficient, 
icing  wanting  in  what  is  called  an  ^  innuendo.' 
lie  dictionaries,  and  men  in  general,  under- 
bid by  'shaving,'  'extortion,'  and  nothing 
ee.  To  call  a  man  a  '  shaver'  is  to  say  he  is 
I  'extortioner,'  without  going  into  details. 
nty  in  Wall-street,  and  among  money-dealers, 
rtain  transactions  that,  in  their  eyes,  and  by 
B  courts,  are  not  deemed  discreditable,  have 
late  been  brought  within  the  category  of 
mviDg.*     Thus  it  is  technically,  or  by  con- 
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vcntion  among  brokers,  termed  *  shaving'  ii' « 
man  buy  a  note  at  less  than  its  face,  which  ui 
legal  transaction.  On  the  strength  of  thiskt 
circumstance,  as  is  set  forth  in  ike  pMM 
opinions^  the  highest  Court  of  Appeals  in  New 
York  has  decided  it  does  not  bring  a  man  into 
discredit  to  say  he  is  a  'shaver!' — thus  makiiig 
a  conventional  signification  of  the  broken  of 
Wall-street  higher  authority  for  the  nae 
of  the  English  tongue  than  the  standari 
lexicographers,  and  aU  the  rest  of  those  who  uK 
the  language  !  On  the  same  principle,  if  a  set 
of  pickpockets,  at  the  Five  Points,  ahooM 
choose  to  mystify  their,  trade  a  little  hj  fOr 
eluding  in  the  term  'to  filch,'  the  litenl 
horrowing  of  a  pocket-handkerchief,  it  would  not 
be  a  libel  to  accuse  a  citizen  of  '  filching  Ua 
neighbours  handkerchief!"' 

''  But  the  libel  was  uttered  to  the  tPoWef,  and 
not  to  the  brokers  of  Wall-street  only,  who 
might  possibly  understand  their  own  terms.*' 

''  Very  true ;  and  was  uttered  in  a  newspaper 
that  carried  the  falsehood  to  Europe;  for  tlia 
writer  of  the  charge,  when  brought  upforit» 
publicly  admitted  that  he  had  no  ground  fbr 
suspecting  the  literary  man  of  any  such  practices. 
He  called  it  a  *joke'  Every  line  of  the  context. 
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ever,  showed  it  waa  a  malicious  charge, 
dedflion  is  very  much  as  if  a  man  who  is 
!for  accusing  another  of  'stealing'  should 
ip a  defence  that  he  meant '  stealing'  hearts, 
he  word  is  sometimes  used  in  that  sense, 
n  men  use  epithets  that  convey  discredit 
leir  general  meaning,  it  is  their  business  to 
them  a  special  signification  in  their  own 
ezts,  if  such  be  their  real  intention.  But  I 
k  question  if  there  be  a  respectable  money- 
»,  even  in  Wall-street,  who  would  not 
Br,  if  called  on  in  a  court  of  justice  so  to  do, 
ie  thought  the  general  charge  of '  shaving' 
reditable  to  any  man." 

And  you  think  the  landlords  whose  rents 
e  taxed,  sir,  would  have  a  moral  right  to 
rt?" 

Beyond  all  question;  as  it  would  be  an  in- 
e  tax  on  them  only,  of  all  in  the  country. 
at  is  more,  I  am  fully  persuaded  that  two 
mod  men  embodied  to  resist  such  tyranny 
U  look  down  the  whole  available  authority 
he  State;  inasmuch  as  I  do  not  believe 
eas  could  be  foimd  to  take  up  arms  to  en- 
!  a  law  so  flagrantly  unjust.  Men  will  look 
iflsively  and  see  wrongs  inflicted,  that  would 
r  come  out  to  support  them  by  their  own 
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acts.  But  wc  are  approaching  the  farm,  ant 
there  is  Tom  Miller  and  his  hired  men  waitim 
our  arrival." 

It  is  unnecessary  to  repeat,  in  detail,  all  tint 
passed  in  this  our  second  visit  to  the  fann-hoiuc. 
Miller  received  us  in  a  friendly  manner,  and 
offered  us  a  bed,  if  we  would  pass  the  nigbt 
with  him.     Tliis  business  of  a  bed  had  given  w 
more   difficulty   than   any   thing   else,  in  tbc 
course  of  our  peregrinations.     New  York  has 
long  got  over  the  "two-man"  and  "three-nan 
bed"  system,  as  regards  its  best  inns-    At  no 
respectable  New  York  inn  is  a  gentleman  now 
asked  to  slinre  even  his  room,  without  an  apcJogj 
and  a  special  necessity,  with  another,  muchktf 
his  bed;  but  the  rule  does  not  hold  good  ure* 
spects  pedlars  and   music-grinders.      We  tai 
ascertained  that  we  were  not  only  expected  to 
share  the  same  bed,  but  to  occupy  that  bed  in  • 
room  filled  with  other  beds.     There  are  ocrtttti 
things  that  get  to  be  second  nature,  and  that  no 
masquerading    will   cause   to  go  down;   aaif 
among  others .  one  gets  to  dislike  sharing  Ui 
room  and  his  .ooth-brush.     This  little  difficult] 
gave  us  more  trouble  that  night,  at  TomMiller'i 
than  anything  we  had  yet  encountered.     A 
.  the  taverns,  bribes  had  answered  our  purpow 
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)  would  not  do  so  well  at  a  farm  resi- 
At  length  the  matter  was  got  along 
putting  me  in  the  garret,  where  I  was 
I  with  a  straw  bed  under  my  own  roof, 
nt  Mrs.  Miller  making  many  apologies 
laving  a  feather-smotlierer,  in  which  to 
"  me.  I  did  not  tell  the  good  woman 
jver  used  feathers,  summer  or  winter; 
I  done  so,  she  would  have  set  me  down 
•  creature  from  "  oppressed"  Germany, 
le  "folks"  did  not  know  how  to  live, 
lid  she  have  been  so  much  out  of  the 
td  the  beds,  for  in  all  my  joumeyings 
met  with  such  uncomfortable  sleeping 
ids  in  Germany,  off  the  Khine  and  out 
•ge  towns.* 
the  negotiation  was  in  progress  I 
that  Josh  Brigham,  as  the  anti-rent 
hireling  of  Miller's  was  called,  kept  a 
eye  and  an  open  car  on  what  was  done 
Of  all  men  on  earth,  the  American 
ilass  is  the  most  "distrustful,"  as  he 
mself,  and  has  his  suspicions  the  soonest 

I "  honourable  gentleman  from  Alban/*  does  not 
dentand  the  precise  signification  of  "  proTindal/ 
im  that  one  sign  of  snch  a  character  is  to  admire 
Amerioui  coontry  inn. — Ennoa. 
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partisan,  is  not  a  whit  more  apt 
conjecture,  or  a^^sert,  than  the  Americ 
class  who  has  become  '*  distrustful.*'  T 
Brigham,  was  the  very  beau  ideal  o 
picious  school^  being  envious  and  ma] 
well  as  shrewdy  observant,  and  ooveU 
very  fact  that  he  was  connocted 
'^  Injins,''  as  turned  out  to  be  the  a 
to  his  natural  propensities  the  consci 
guilt,  and  rendered  him  doubly  dangei 
whole  time  my  uncle  and  myself  wei 
over  and  figuring  in,  in  order  to  pi 
each  a  room,  though  it  were  only  a  < 
watchful,  distrustful  looks  denoted  1 
he  saw  in  our  movements  to  awaken 
if  not  downright  suspicion.  When  aU 
he  followed  me  to  the  little  lawn  in  fie 
house,  whither  I  had  gone  to  loc 
familiar  scene  by  the  li^i^ht  of  the  se 
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"to  be  «o  plaguy  partic  lar  consamin'*  his  bed. 

Pedlin'  sich  mattcra  is  a  ticklish  trade,  I  guess, 

in  some  parts?" 

"Ja;  It  ist  dangerous  somevhere,  but  it  might 
flot  be  80  in  dis  goot  coontry." 

"Why  did  the  old  fellow,  then,  try  so  hard 
to  get  that  little  room  all  to  himself,  and  shove 
you  off  into  the  garret  ?  We  hired  men  don't 
lib  the  garret,  which  is  a  hot  place  in  summer." 

"InCharmany  one  man  hast  ever  one  bed,"  I 
■Mwered,  anxious  to  get  rid  of  the  subject. 

I  boiinced  a  little,  as  "  one  has  one-half  of 
*bed"  would  be  nearer  to  the  truth,  though  the 
other  half  might  be  in  another  room. 

**  (Ml !  that 's  it,  is 't  ?  Wa-a-1,  every  country 
Im  its  ways,  I  s^pose.  Jarmany  is  a  dcsp'ate 
"ristocratic  land,  I  take  it." 

"  Ja;  dere  ist  moch  of  de  old  feudal  law,  and 
faidal  coostum  still  remaining  in  Charmany." 

"Landlords  a  plenty,  I  guess,  if  the  truth 
VI8  known.  Leases  as  long  as  my  arm,  I  caU 
briatc?" 

"YeU,  dey  do  dink,  in  Charmany,  dat  dc 
Jooger  might  be  de  lease,  de  better  it  might  be 
ftr  de  denant." 

Ab  that  was  purely  a  German  sentiment,  or 
it  least  not  an  American  sentiment,  according 


tliat  a  ]o:u.e  is  a  b, 

'•ave  of  a  bad  tiling 

"Veil,  dat  ut  q 

know  I    Vhat  vill  d 

"Oh I  the  Legifll 

They  mean  to  pass 

leases  at  all." 

"UndviU  debec 
free  coontrjr,  effeiy 
der  beoples  agree  i 
vants  to?" 

"Oh I  you  see  we 
lords  off  from  their 
and  bye,  when  that 
up  again." 

"But  ist  dat  right? 
und  not  hold  down  un. 

"You  don't  underst 
that's  the  prettiest  an 
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*'Do!  why  it  did  wonders  for  some  on  us,  I 

ttn  tell  jou  !     It  paid  our  debts,  and  let  us  up 

widen  we  was  down ;  and  that's  no  trifle,  I  can 

tdl  you.     I  took  *  the  benefit,'  as  it  is  called, 

myaelf." 
"You! — you  might  take  der  benefit  of  a 

buJoroopt  law !     You,  lifing  here  ast  a  hiret 

■m,  on  dis  farm  I" 

*'Sartain ;  why  not?      All   a  man  wanted, 

t    vder  tiat  law,  was  about  $60  to  carry  him 

<    timmgh  the  mill;  and  if  he  could  rake  and 

f    Wipe  that  much  together,  he  might  wipe  off 

ttlong  a  score  as  he  pleased.  I  had  been  dealin' 
I    Q  speckylation,  and  that's  a  make  or  break 

Iwriness,  I  can  tell  you.     Well,  I  got  to  be 

A>ut  (423.22  wuss  than  nothin';  biit,  having 
i  ibout  $90  in  hand,  I  went  through  the  mill 
I  whkont  getting  c(^ged  the  smallest  morsel! 
f    A  nuui  doos  a  good  business,  to  my  notion,  when 

k  can  make  ^0  cents  pay  a  whull  dollar  of 

"Und  you  did  dat  goot  business?" 

^You  may  say  that;  and  now  I  means  to 

Bale  anti-rentism  get  me  a  farm  cheap — what 

/cdl  cheap;  and  that  an't  none  of  your  $30 

or  $40  an  acre,  I  can  tell  you !" 

It  was  quite  clear  that  Mr.  Joshua  Brigham 
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regarded  these  transactions  as  so  many  Prag- 
matic Sanctions,  that  were  to  dear  the  mom! 
and  legal  atmospheres  of  any  atoms  of  diffieuity 
that  might  eidst  in  the  forma  of  old  ofbmM, 
to  his  getting  easily  out  of  debt,  in  the  one 
case,  and  suddenly  rich  in  the  other.  I  dare 
say  I  looked  bewildered,  but  I  certainly  felt  8(^ 
at  thus  finding  myself  face  to  face  mth  a  ]s0 
knave,  who  had  a  deliberate  intention,  as  I  now 
found,  to  rob  me  of  a  fiurm.  It  is  certun  dit 
Joshua  so  imagined,  for,  inviting  me  to  vib 
down  the  road  with  him  a  short  distsnce^  ^ 
endeavoured  to  clear  up  any  moral  difliffiMBi 
that  might  beset  me,  by  pursuing  the  subject 

"  You  sec,"  resumed  Joshua,  •*  I  will  tell 
you  how  it  is.  These  Littlepages  have  hsd  ^ 
land  long  enough,  and  it's  time  to  give  ptxr 
folks  a  chance.  The  young  spark  that  preteidi 
to  own  all  the  farms  you  see,  far  and  near,  never 
did  any  thing  for  'em  in  his  life ;  only  to  k 
his  father's  son.  Now,  to  my  notion,  a  m* 
should  do  suthin'  for  his  land,  and  not  k 
obligated  for  it  to  mere  natui^.  Thisisafies 
country,  and  what  right  has  one  man  to  1^ 
more  than  another  ?" 

'^  Or  do  his  shirt,  or  do  his  dobacoo^  or  do  U* 
coat,  or  do  anyding  else  ?" 


OB,  THE  REDS&mS.  47 

^  Well,  I  don't  go  as  far  as  that.  A  man  has 
*^ht  to  his  clothes^  and  maybe  to  a  horse  or  a 
^  bot  he  has  no  right  to  all  the  land  in  crea- 
^  The  law  gives  a  right  to  a  cow  as  ag'in' 
ttecotion." 

^  Und  doesn't  der  law  gif  a  n^t  to  der  landt^ 
M  You  most  not  depend  on  der  law,  if  you 
n»gkt  succeed." 

^We  like  to  get  as  much  law  as  we  can  on 
wr  side.  Americans  like  law :  now,  you'll 
^  in  all  the  books — our  books,  I  mean,  them 
Aafs  printed  here — that  the  Americans  be  the 
'^Uwftd  people  on  airth,  and  that  they'll  do 
^'^  for  the  law  than  any  other  folks  known  I" 

"Veil,  dat  isn't  vhat  dey  says  of  der  Ameri- 
^'"^  in  Europe ;  nein,  nein,  dey  might  not  say 

^Why,  don't  you  think  it  is  so?  Don't 
yott  think  this  the  greatest  country  on  airth, 
••4 the  most  lawful?" 

**  Veil,  I  don'ts  know.  Das  coontry  ist  das 
*^^^*Wiy,  und  it  ist  vhat  it  ist,  you  might  see." 

**  Yes;  I  thought  you  would  be  of  my  way  of 
^"^iitkiiig,  when  we  got  to  imderstand  each 
^^.^  Nothing  is  easier  than  to  mislead  an 
"^^can  on  the  estimate  foreigners  place  on 
^^:  in  this  respect  they  are  the  most  deluded 
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people  liTing,  though^  in  other  matters,  c< 
among  the  slirewdeat.  "  That^s  the  ws 
acquamtanees,  at  first ;  they  don't  alwavs 
stand  one  another:  and  then  jou  talk 
thick,  like.  But  now,  friend,  1*11  come 
p'int — ^but  first  swear  you'll  not  betray  b 

"  Ja,  ja — I  oonderstandst ;  I  most  scl 
won't  bedray  you :  das  ist  goot" 

"  But,  hold  up  your  hand.  Stop ;  c 
religion  be  you?" 

"  Grietian,  to  be  sure.  I  might  not  be  a 
Nein,  nein ;  I  am  a  ferry  bat  Gristian.'- 

"  We  are  all  bad  enough,  for  that  e 
but  I  lay  no  stress  on  that.  A  little 
devil  in  a  man  helps  Iiim  along,  in  tliis  b 
of  oum.  But  you  must  be  suthin'  mo] 
a  Cluristian,  I  s'pose,  as  we  don't  call  tka 
of  any  religion  at  all,  in  this  country.  C 
mpportiii  religion  be  you  ?  " 

"  Soobortin' ;  veil,  I  might  not  oonde: 
dat.  Vhat  ist  soobortin'  religion  ?  Cot 
vrom  Melanchton  und  Luther? — or  coc 
vrom  der  Pope?  Vhat  ist  dat  see 
religion  ?" 

"  Why,  what  religion  do  you  patroniz 
yoii  patronize  the  standin'  order  or  the  1 
order  ?— or  do  you  patronize  neither?  Son 
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ditnkBitlB  best  to  lie  down  at  prayer,  as  the 
kilt  lilcelj  to  divart  the  thoughts." 

"  I  might  not  oonderstand.  But  nefer  mindt 
iet  religion^  und  coome  to  der  p'int  dat  you 
mentioned." 

'^Welly  that  pint  is  this.  You're  a  Jarman,  and 
tutt  like  aristocrats,  and  so  I'll  trust  you ;  though, 
if  you  do  betray  me,  you'll  never  play  on  another 
Kt  of  music  in  this  country,  or  any  other !  If 
joa  want  to  be  an  Injin,  as  good  an  opportunity 
will  offer  to-morrow  as  ever  fell  in  a  man's 

"An  Injin  I     Vhat  goot  vill  it  do  to  be  an 
hpn?    I  dought  it  might  be  better  to  be  a 
rtite  man  in  America  ?" 
**0h!    I    mean    only    an   anti-rent    Injin. 
.  WeVe  got  matters  so  nicely  fixed  now,  that  a 
c^)  can  be  an  Injin  without  any  paint  at  all, 
•any  washin'  or  scnibbin',  but  can  convart 
^■Melf  into  himself  ag'in,  at  any  time,  in  two 
■nmtes.  The  wages  is  good  and  the  work  light ;  * 
An  we  have  rare  chances  in  the  stores,  and 
mad  about  among  the  farms.  The  law  is  that  an 
Ibjo  muat  have  what  he  wants,  and  no  grum- 
ttii',  and  we  take  care  to  want  enough.     If 
foall  be   at  the  meetin'.    111  tell  you  how 
miTl  know  me." 
yoLm  n.  D 
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"Ja,  ja — dat  ist  goot;    I   vill   be 
meeting  sartainly.     Yhere  might  it  be?'' 

"  Down  at  the  Tillage.  The  word  ca 
this  a'ternoon,  and  we  shall  all  be  on  the  \ 
by  ten  o'clocL" 

'^  Vilt  dcr  be  a  fight,  dat  you  meet  sc 
tuoUy,  and  wid  so  moch  spirit  ?^ 

"  Fight  1  Lord,  no ;  who  is  there  to  : 
should  like  to  know  ?  We  are  pretty  m 
ag'in  the  Littlepagcs,  and  there's  none  o 
on  the  ground  but  two  or  three  womei 
tell  you  how  it's  all  settled.  Tlie  me< 
called  on  the  deliberative  and  liberty-sup 
plan.  I  s'pose  you  know  we've  all  st 
meetin's  in  this  country  ?  " 

^^  Nein ;  I  dought  dere  might  be  meet 
bolitics,  vhen  der  beople  might  coome, 
don't  know  vhat  else." 

"  Is't  possible !  What,  have  you  n 
dignation  meetin*s'  in  Jarmany  ?  We  o 
great  deal  on  our  indignation  meetin's,  an 
sides  have  'em  in  abundance,  wheQ  thin 
to  be  warm.  Our  meetin'  to-morrow 
deliberation  and  liberty-principles  gen 
We  may  pass  some  indignation  reso 
about  aristocrat^,  for  nobody  can  bear  the 
turs  in  this  part  of  the  country,  I  can  tel 
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t  thifl  manuflcript  should  get  into  the 
of  flome  of  those  who  do  not  understand 
I  condition  of  New  York  society,  it  may 
toexphiin  that  ^'aristocrat*  means,  in 
lance  of  the  country,  no  other  than  a 
gentleman-like  tastes,  habits,  opinions 
ociations.  There  are  gradations  among 
tocracy  of  the  State,  as  well  as  among 
ten.  Thns  he  who  is  an  aristocrat  in  a 
would  be  very  democratic  in  a  village ; 
)f  the  village  might  be  no  aristocrat  in 
D,  at  all ;  though,  in  the  towns  gcnc- 
deed  always,  when  their  population  has 
t  of  a  town  character,  the  distinction 
iltogether,  men  quietly  dropping  into 
es  of  civilized  society,  and  talking  or 
;  very  fittle  about  H.  To  see  the  cry- 
B  of  American  aristocracy,  then,  one 
)  into  the  country.  There,  indeed  a 
if  cases  eadit  Thus,  if  there  happen  to 
n  whose  property  is  assessed  at  twenty- 
cent,  above  that  of  all  his  neighbours — 
ist  have  right  of  his  side  bright  as  a 
n  mm  to  get  a  verdict,  if  obliged  to 
0  the  laws  who  pays  fifty  per  cent 
r  everything  he  buys,  and  receives  fifty 
.  leas  for  everytlung  he  sells,  than  any 
d2 
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of  the  unpardonable  sin.     The  "people"  will 
forgive  anything   sooner    than    this;    though 
there  are  "  folks"  who  fancy  it  as  infallible  a 
Mgn  of  an  aristocrat  not  to  chew  tobacco.   But, 
unless  I  return  to  Joshua,  the  reader  will  com- 
plain that  I  cause  him  to  stand  still. 

**Xo,  no,"  continued  Mr.  Brigham;  "any- 
Aing  but  an  aristocrat  for  me.  I  hate  the  very 
wme  of  the  sarpents,  and  wish  there  wam't  one 
m  the  land.     To-morrow  we  are  to  have  a  great 

Mti-rent  lecturer  out " 

I       ^'Avhat?" 

\  '*  A  lecturer ;  one  that  lectur's,  you  under- 
■  rtand,  on  anti-rentism,  temperance,  aristocracy, 
pvemment,  or  any  other  grievance  that  may 
7.  ttppen  to  be  uppermost.  Have  you  no  lecturers 
I     niJarmany?" 

"  *^^  ja;  dere  ist  lecturers  in  das  imiversities 
--Mentyofdem." 

"  jV^ell,  we  have  'em  universal  and  partic'lar, 

«  we  happen  to  want  'em.     To-morrow  we're 

to  have  one,  they  tell  me,  the  smartest  man  that 

kv  appeared  in  the  cause.     He  goes  it  strong, 

and  the  Injina  mean  to  back  him  up,  with  all 

mttB  of  shrieks  and  whoopin's.     Your  hurdy- 

gndjf  there,  makes  no  sort  of  music  to  what  our 

iribe  can  make  when  we  furly  open  our  throats." 
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^^  VeU,  dis  ist  queer  I     I  vast  told  dat  der 
Americans  vast  all  philosophers,  und  dat  alldej 
didt  vaatdidt  in  a  toughtfiil  and  sober  manner; 
und  now  you  dells  me  dey  screams  deir  aij^- 
ments  like  Injins  I" 

"  That  we  do  I  I  wish  you'd  been  here  in  the 
hard-cider  and  log-cabin  times,  and  you'dsKcn 
reason  and  philosophy,  as  you  call  it  I    I  ww  & 
whig  that  summer,  though  I  went  democntlast 
season.     There's  about  five  hundred  on  us  i** 
this  county  that  make  the  most  of  things,  I  caf^ 
tell  you.     What's  the  use  of  a  vote,  if  a  boJj 
gets  nothin'  by  it  ?     But  to-morrow  youTl  eo< 
the  business  done  up,  and  matters  detarmm^?^ 
for  this  part  of  the  world,  in  fine  style,    ^^^ 
know  what  we're  about,  and  we  mean  to  carX*! 
things  through  quite  to  the  eend." 

'^  Und  vhat  do  you  means  to  do  ?" 

"  Well,  seein'  that  you  seem  to  be  of  iB^ 
right  sort,  and  be  so  likely  to  put  on  the  In)  '^ 
shirt,  I'll  tell  you  all  about  it.  We  mean  '^ 
get  good  and  old  farms  at  favourable  nt9^ 
That's  what  we  mean  to  do.  The  peo^*9 1^ 
and  in  'amest,  and  what  the  people  waatthey^-^ 
have !  This  time  they  want  farma^  and  ftiff^ 
they  must  have.  What's  the  use  of  havin' 
government  of  the  peoplej  if  the  people's  obfige-^ 
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iBt  ftmiB  ?  We've  begun  ag'in'  the  Reitf^ 
s,  and  the  durables,  and  the  quarter-eales, 
he  chickens;  but  we  don%  by  no  manner 
noBy  think  of  eending  there.  What  should 
t  by  that?  A  man  wants  to  get  suthin' 
he  puts  his  foot  into  a  matter  of  this  na- 
We  know  who's  our  firi'nds  and  whose  our 
si  Could  we  have  some  men  I  could 
for  governors,  all  would  go  clear  enough 
St  winter.  We  w6uld  tax  the  landlords 
nd  law  'em  about  in  oAe  way  and  another, 
to  make  'em  right  down  glad  to  sell  the 
id  of  their  lands,  and  that  cheap,  too  I" 
Tnd  who  might  own  dese  farms,  all  oop 
own  der  coontry,  dat  I  sees  ?" 
LS  the  law  now  stands,  Littlepage  owns 
but  if  we  alter  the  law  enough,  he  wun't. 
can  only  work  the  Legislature  up  to  the 
i'  pint,  we  shall  get  all  we  want.  Would 
elieve  it,  the  man  wun't  sell  a  single  farm, 
»y ;  but  wishes  to  keep  every  one  on  'em 
imself  I  Is  that  to  be  borne  in  a  free 
sy  ?  They'd  hardly  stand  that  in  Jarmany, 
hinkin'.  A  man  that  is  such  an  aristocrat 
'Rfuse  to  sdl  anything,  I  despise," 
Vdl,  dey  stand  to  der  laws  in  Charmany, 
^nperty  is  req>ected  in  most  countries. 
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You  vouldn't  do  away  wid  der  rights  of  bn 
if  you  might?,  I  hopes  ?" 

"  Not  I.  If  a  man  owns  a  watch^  or  a 
or  a  cow,  Fm  for  having  the  hiw  Buch 
^loor  man  can  keep  'em,  even  agin  exec 
We're  getting  the  laws  pretty  straight  on 
plats-  in  old  York,  I  can  tell  you;  a  poor 
let  Hmi  be  ever  ao  much  in  debt,  can  hold 
J  airghry  5man  lot  of  thing?,  nuw-a-dav: 
!.;i:j:h  a:  the  law  right  in  it?  face  I  I've  ki 
^■ha:^?  that  owed  as  much  as  two  hundred 
lai^,  I.. IJ  ou  to  as  good  :is  three  hundred 
lars:  T!K»ugh  most  of  their  debts  was  for 
very  things  they  held  on  to  I" 

What  a  picture  is  this  I  yet  is  it  not  true 
state  uf  society  in  which  a  man  can  contn 
debt  fi:ir  a  cow,  or  his  household  goods, 
laugh  at  his  creditor  when  he  seeks  his  pa; 
the  one  hand;  and  on  the  other,  legisUton 
executives  lending  themselves  to  the  chica 
of  another  set,  that  are  striving  to  depr 
particular  class  of  its  rights  of  property,  dk 
in  the  face  of  written  contracta !  This  is  8l 
ing  at  the  gnat  and  swallowing  the  camel, 
a  vengeance;  and  all  for  votes!  Does  tn; 
really  expect  m  community  can  long  > 
■  fiivoured  by  a  wise  and  justice-dispenang 
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vidence,  in  which  such  things  are  coolly  at- 
tempted— ay,  and  coolly  done?    It  is  time  that 
the  American  began  to  see  things  as  they  are, 
and  not  as  they  are  said  to  be,  in  the  speeches 
of  gOTemors,  fourth  of  July  orations,  and  elec- 
tioneering addresses.     I  write  warmly,  I  know, 
but  I  feel  warmly;  and  I  write  like  a  man  who 
sees  tliat  a  most  flagitious  attempt  to  rob  him  is 
topered  with  by  some   in  power,  instead  of 
beiog  met,  as  the  boasted  morals  and  intelli- 
gence of  the  country  would  require,  by  the 
■ton  opposition  of  all  in  authority.      Curses — 
fep,  deep  curses— ere  long,  will  fall  on  all  who 
"urink  irom  their  duty  in  such  a  crisis.     Even 
^  very  men   who  succeed,  if  succeed  they 
"i^d,  will,  in  the  end,  curse  the  instruments 
of  their  own  success.* 

*  Thai  Mr.  Hagh  Little|Mige  does  not  feel  or  express  him- 

*Vtoo  stioiigly  on  the  state  of  things  that  has  now  existed 

'^isg  lafor  long,  long  years,  the  following  case,  but  one  that 

3hitiites  the  melancholy  tnitli  among  many,  will  show.    At 

*ti*e  iHien  the  tenants  of  an  extensive  landlord,  to  whom 

^of  thousands  were  owing  for  rent,  were  openly  resisting 

^hv,  and  defeating  eveiy  attempt  to  distrain,  though  two 

v'biiyeompanies  of  even  armed  constables  would  have  put 

tei  down,  the  sheriff  enter^  the  house  of  that  very  landlord, 

■d  levied  on  his  furniture  for  debt    Had  that  gentleman, 

M  tbe  Jnst  and  pervading  principle  that  he  owed  no  allegiance 

tea  Mrthoritj  thai  did  not  protect  him,  resisted  the  sherifi^s 

tflflBr,  he  would  hare  gone  to  the  State's  prison ;  and  there 

d3 


^A  first-nce  lecturer  on  feudal  ten 
( Joehua  was  noz  La  the  lea^t  particular  ii 
language,  but,  in  th«  substance,  he  knew 
he  was  talking  about  as  well  as  some  wb 
in  high  places,)  **  chickens  and  days*  works. 
ex{>cct  a  great  deal  from  this  man,  who  ii 
well  for  coming." 

'*  Und  who  might  bay  him? — der  State 
"  No — we  haven't  got  to  that  yet;  tl 
wmc  think  the  State  wiU  kave  to  do  it,  in  th 
run.  At  present  the  tenants  are  taxed  so 
on  the  dollar,  accordin'  to  rent,  or  so  mu 
acre,  luul  tliat  way  the  needful  money  is  i 
Rut  one  of  i>ur  lecturers  told  us,  a  time 
that  it  was  money  put  out  at  use,  and 
niun  ought  to  keep  an  account  of  what  he 
for  the  time  was  not  far  off  when  he  ' 
ff\}i  it  back,  with  double  interest.  *  It  'u 
now  for  a  reform,'  he  said^  '  and  when  tl 
form  is  obtained,  no  doubt  the  State  woul 
itself  si>  uuioh  indebted  to  us  all,  that  it 
tax  the  late  landlords  until  we  got  al 
money  Wk  again,  and  more  too.*  " 

*^  Dat  vould  )K^  a  bretty  speculation;  j 
mi^t  bo  most  bootiful!*" 

W  mi^hi  Imv«  •Uid  ukiil  U*  ImI  boar  ofMrriot  watei; 
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"Why, yea;  it  wouldn't  be  a  bad  operation, 
JWng  on  the  inimy,  as  a  body  might  say.  Birt 
T^Milloot  catch  our  folks  living  on  themselves, 
I  CM  tell  yon.  That  they  might  do  without 
•odeties.  No,  we've  an  object;  and  when 
ftib  has  an  object,  they  commonly  look  sharp 
•W  it  We  don't  let  on  all  we  want  and  mean 
flpenly:  and  youll  find  folks  among  us  that'll 
fey  stoutly  that  anti-renters  has  anything  to 
4)  with  the  Injin  system;  but  folks  an't  obliged 
to  believe  the  moon  is  (ill  cheese,  unless  they've 
Ki&ind  to.  Some  among  us  maintain  that  no 
^  ought  to  hold  more  than  a  thousand  acres 
<f  kod,  while  others  think  natur'  has  laid  down 
Ite  law  on  that  pint,  and  that  a  man  shouldn't 
old  more  than  he  has  need  on." 
*Und  vich  side  dost  you  favour? — vich  of 
!8e  obinions  might  not  be  yours?" 
**  Tm  not  partic'lar,  so  I  get  a  good  farm, 
should  like  one  with  comfortable  buildin's 
kH,  and  one  that  hacoi't  been  worked  to  death. 
or  them  two  principles  I  think  I'd  stand  out ; 
Bty  whether  there  be  four  hundred  acres,  or 
3ur  hundred  and  fifty,  or  even  five  hundred, 
^  no  way  onaccomadatin'.  I  expect  therell 
te  trouble  in  the  ecnd,  when  we  come  to  the 
^Mfmt  but  I'm  not  the  man  to  make  it.     I 
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s'pose  I  shall  get  my  turn  at  the  town  office? 
and  other  chances^  and,  givin'  me  my  rights  ii 
them,  I'll  take  up  with  almost  any  farm  younj 
Littlepagc  has,  though  I  should  rather  have 
one  in  the  main  valley  here,  than  one  more  out 
of  the  way ;  still,  I  don't  set  myself  down  as  at 
all  partic'lar." 

'*  Und  vhat  do  you  expect  to  bay  Mr.  Little- 
paj^e  for  dcr  farm,  ast  you  might  choose?" 

*'  That  depends  on  sarcumstances.  The  InjiM 
mainly  expect  to  come  in  cheap.  Some  folfa 
think  it's  best  to  pay  suthin',  as  it  might  stand 
«g'in'  law  better,  should  it  come  to  that ;  wliilc 
other  some  see  no  great  use  in  paying  anything' 
Them  that's  willing  to  pay,  mainly  hold  out  for 
paying  the  principal  of  the  first  rents." 

*'  I  doesn't  oonderstandt  vhat  you  means  pj 
der  brincipal  of  der  first  rents." 

**  It's  plain  enough,  when  you  get  the  1*5 
on't.  You  see,  these  lands  were  let  pretty  lo^» 
when  they  were  first  taken  up  from  the  fores^^ 
in  order  to  get  folks  to  live  here.  That's  th^ 
way  we're  obliged  to  do  in  America,  or  peo^ 
won't  come.  Many  tenants  paid  no  rent  at  all 
for  six,  eight,  or  ten  years ;  and  a'ter  that,  until 
their  three  lives  run  out,  as  it  is  called,  they 
paid  only  sixpence  an  acre,  or  six  doUara  and 
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uarter  on  the  hundred  acres.  That  was  done, 
1  see,  to  buy  men  to  come  here  at  all ;  and 
u  can  see  by  the  price  that  was  paid,  how 
rd  a  time  they  must  have  had  on't  Now, 
me  of  otir  folks  hold  that  the  whuU  time 
agbt  to  be  counted — that  which  was  rent-free, 
2id  that  which  was  not — in  a  way  that  I'll 
sxplaln  to  you ;  for  I'd  have  you  to  know  I 
Wven't  entered  into  this  business  without  looking 
to  the  right  and  the  wrong  on't." 

**£xblain,  exblain ;  I  might  hear  you  exblain, 
vd  yon  most  exblain." 
1      "Why,  you're  in  a  hurry,  friend  Griezcnbach, 

•  whatever  your  name  be.  But  I'll  explain, 
if  you  wish  it.  S'pose,  now,  a  lease  run  thirty 
Jttn— ten  on  nothin',  and  twenty  on  sixpences. 
Vdl,  a  hundred  sixpences  miake  fifty  shillings, 
^twenty  times  fifty  make  a  thousand,  as  all 
■8  rent  paid  in  thirty  years.     If  you  divide 

*  thouBond  by   thirty,   it  leaves   thirty-three 

"lilliiigs  and  a  fraction" — Joshua  calculated  like 

4  American  of  hb  class,  accurately  and  with 

*pfity — "  for  the  average  rent  of  the  thirty 

/em.  CaUing  thirty-three  shillings  four  dollars, 

aod  it*a  plaguy  .littie  more,  we  have  that  for  the 

alerest,  which,  at  7  per  cent,  will  make  a 

frindipal  of   rather  more   than  fifty  dollars. 


62  RAVENSNEBT ; 

though  not  as  much  as  sixty.  As  sich  mattei 
ought  to  be  done  on  liberal  principles,  they  ss 
that  Littlepage  ought  to  take  fifty  dollars,  ao< 
give  a  deed  for  the  hundred  acres.^ 

"  Und  vhat  might  be  der  rent  of  a  hoondred 
acres  now  ? — ^he  might  get  more  dan  sixpence 
to-day?" 

^'  That  he  does.  Most  all  of  the  farms  arc 
running  out  on  second,  and  some  on  third  lesM 
Four  shillings  an  acre  is  about  the  average  of 
the  rents,  accordin'  to  circumstances." 

^^  Den  you  dinks  der  landtlort  ought  to  accept 
one  year's  rent  for  der  farms?" 

"  I  don't  look  on  it  in  that  light.  He  oagiit 
to  take  fifty  dollars  for  a  hundred  acres.  Yoa 
forget  the  tenants  have  paid  for  their  fiuM 
over  and  over  again,  in  rent.  They /Was  if 
they  have  paid  enough,  and  that  it  was  time  to 
stop." 

Extraordinary  as  this  reasoning  may  seemii 
most  men's  miuda,  I  have  since  found  itii* 
very  favourite  sentiment  among  anti-renteii 
"  Are  we  to  go  on,  and- pay  rent  for  ever?"  thfij 
ask,  with  lo^cal  and  virtuous  indignation! 

^^  Und  vhat  may  be  der  aferage  value  of  a 
hoondred  acre  farm,  in  dis  part  of  de  coontry?' 
I  inquired 
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"  From  two  thousand  five  hundred  to  three 

bousand  doUars.  It  would  be  more,  but  tenants 

van't  put  good  buildings  on  farms,  you  know, 

le^'  that  they  don't  own  them.     I  heard  one 

«C  our  leaders  lamentin'  that  he  didn't  foresee 

«W  times  was  comin'  to,  when  he  repaired  his 

<U  house,  or  he  would  have  built  a  new  one. 

Bot  a  man  can*t  foretell  everything.     I  dare 

■f  many  has  the  same  fcelin's,  now." 

"Den  you  dinks  Herr  Littlebage  ought  to 
vcqit  fifty  dollars  for  vhat  is  worth  two  thou- 
■iifiye  hundred  dollars?  Das  seem  ferry  little." 
"Yoa  forget  the  back  rent  that  has  been 
pod,  and  the  work  the  tenant  has  done.  What 
VQold  the  fiurm  be  good  for  without  the  work 
fains  been  done  on  it?" 

*Ji,  ja — ^I  oonderstandst ;  und  vhat  vould 
^  work  be  goot  for  vidout  der  landt  on  vhich 
itnMtdone?'* 

His  was  rather  an  incautious  question  to 

P  to  a  man  as  distrustful  and  rogueish  as 

Ashu  Brigham.     The  fellow  cast  a  lowering 

Ml  distrust  All  look  at  me ;  but  ere  there  was 

tioe  to  answer,  MiUer,  of  whom  he  stood  in 

kahhfol  awe,  called  him  away  to  look  after  the 


Here,  tlieiiy  I  had  enjoyed  an  opportunity  of 
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hearing  the  opinions  of  one  of  m; 
on  the  interesting  subject  of  n 
own  estate.   I  have  since  ascertw 
these   sentiments  are  sedulousl; 
view   in   the   proceedings   of  th 
which  deals  with  the  whole  mi 
tenants  were  nothing  but  martji 
gains,  and  the  landlords  their  t 
greater  or  less  lenity,  they  are  c 
culated  in  the  "  infected  districts 
to  be  very  sound  doctrines  by 
of  the  "  bone  and  sinew  of  the  1 
the  reasoning  is  varied  a  little 
stances,  and  to  make  it  meet  t 
this  school  is  a  great  deal,  i 
deal,  of  the  reasoning  that 
leased  property;  and,  from 
and  heard  already,  I  make  ' 
are  quasi  legislators  among 
holding  the  manly  and  onb 
ought  to  be  held  on  such 
that  these  deluded  men  sb 
arc  ready  to  cite  the  verj 
do  exist  as  a  reason  for  t 
concessions,  in  order  to 
cheapest  rate.   That  pp 
lation,  which  concedes 
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lintain  quiet,  is  admirably  adapted  to  forming 
onere ;  and,  if  carried  out  in  favour  of  all  who 
ay  happen  to  covet  their  neighbour's  goods^ 
roold,  in  a  short  time,  render  this  community 
die  very  paradise  of  knaves. 

As  for  Joshua  Brigham,  I  saw  no  more  of 
Urn  that  night;  for  he  quitted  the  farm  on 
Innre,  just  as  it  got  to  be  dark.  Where  he  went 
I  do  not  know ;  but  the  errand  on  wliich  he 
left  us  could  no  longer  be  a  secret  to  me.  As 
tte  family  retired  early,  and  we  ourselves  were 
•  good  deal  fatigued,  everybody  was  In  bed  by 
aine  o'clock,  and,  judging  from  myself^  soon 
«ieep.  Previously  to  saying  "  good  night," 
kireFer,  Miller  told  us  of  the  meeting  of  the 
.JKzt  day,  and  of  bis  intention  to  attend  it. 


6B 


BAYENSNEST  | 


CHAPTER  III. 

*•  He  knowB  the  game ;  how  true  he  keepft  the  windf 
"Silence."  ^,      „       in 

After  an  early  breakfast,  next  morniog)  ^ 
signs  of  preparation  for  a  start  became  TffJ 
apparent  in  the  family.  Not  only  Miller,  W 
his  wife  and  daughter,  intended  to  go  down  to 
"  Little  Neest,"  as  the  hamlet  was  almost  iB- 
variably  called  in  that  fragment  of  the  nnittfi^ 
in  contradistinction  to  the  "  Neest*  prop*-  * 
found  afterwards  that  this  very  circum«tini» 
was  cited  against  me  in  the  controveiByi  ■ 
being  thought  lise  majestS  for  a  private  rerita* 
to  monopolize  the  major  of  the  pnqiofliMi 
while  a  hamlet  had  to  put  up  with  the  nuMV* 
the  latter,  moreover,  including  two  tiW* 
which  are  exclusively  the  property  of  the  poU* 
there  being  excluftiveness  with  the  paUo  ^ 
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^11  as  with  arietocratfl — ^more  especially  in  all 
inga  that  pertain  to  power  or  profit  As  to 
e  two  last,  even  Joshua  Brigham  was  much 
ore  of  an  aristocrat  than  I  was  myself.  It 
lUst  be  admitted  that  the  Americans  are  a 
omane  population,  for  they  are  the  only  people 
iho  deem  that  bankruptcy  gives  a  claim  to 
nblic  fiivour.* 

As  respects  the  two  "Nests,"  had  not  so 
uch  more  serious  matter  been  in  agitation, 
the  precedence  of  Ihe  names  might  actually 
itt?e  been  taken  up  as  a  question  of  moment. 
Ikve  heard  of  a  lawsuit  in  France  touching  a 
me  that  has  been  illustrious  in  that  country 
k  a  period  so  long  as  to  extend  beyond  the 
mdi  of  man — as,  indeed,  was  apparent  by  the 
Mter  in  controversy — ^and  which  name  has 
tfctiiiied  for  itself  a  high  phtce  in  the  annals 
if  even  our  own  republic     I  allude  to  the 

BoQie  of  Grasse,  which  was  seated  prior  to  the 
Kiohition,  and  may  be  still,  at  a  place  called 
QaiK,  in  the  southern  part  of  the  kingdom, 
As  town  bang  almost  as  famous  for  the  manu- 

*  Ahmd  M  tld«  oibj  seem,  it  ie  nereitheless  true,  and  for 
iMHa  that  k  creditable,  nther  than  the  rerene— a  wish  to 
^  tkmg  tibe  nnfortonate.  It  ia  a  great  miatake,  howeTer, 
■A  nde^  to  admit  of  any  oilier  motiye  lor  aeleeting  for  public 
■ri^  thn  4|Mllilflatkm.— SmroB. 
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fact  lire  of  pleasant  thiugs  na  the  familj  for  i 
exploits  in  arms.  About  a  century  since,  tl 
Marquis  dc  Grasse  is  said  to  have  had  a  proc 
with  his  neighbours  of  the  place,  to  e^tablis 
tlie  fact  whether  the  family  gave  its  name  ti 
the  to'.vu,  or  the  town  gave  its  name  to  tk 
family.  The  Marquis  prevailed  in  the  struggle^ 
but  greatly  impaired  his  fortune  in  aclueviq 
that  new  victory.  As  my  house,  or  its  pre- 
ilccessor,  was  certainly  erected  and  named  wlrifc 
the  site  of  Little  Xest  was  still  in  the  viijii 
forest,  one  would  think  its  claims  to  the  prioritf 
of  possession  beyond  dispute ;  but  such  uiight 
nut  prove  to  be  the  case  on  a  triaL  There  an 
two  histories  among  us,  as  relates  to  both  pubEe 
and  private  things;  the  one  being  as  neailj 
true  as  is  usual,  while  the  other  is  invariably  tk 
fruits  of  the  human  inia^nation.  EverytUm 
depending  so  much  on  majorities,  that  flooi 
gets  to  be  the  most  authentic  tradition  whiclibii 
tlie  most  believers ;  for,  under  the  system  d 
numbers,  little  regard  is  paid  to  superior  adviB- 
tages,  knowledge,  or  investigation,  all  depead 
ing  on  three  as  against  two,  which  makes  on 
majority.  I  find  a  great  deal  of  this  spiirioi 
history  is  getting  to  be  mixed  up  with  the  an^ 
rent  controversy,  facts  coming  out  duly  that  ki 
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lain  dormant  in  the  graves  of  the  past, 
facts  affect  the  whole  structure  of  the 
ad  picture  of  the  State  and  colony,  leav- 
uches  of  black  where  the  pencil  had 
Uy  put  in  white,  and  placing  the  Iiigh 
where  the  shadows  have  before  always 
mderstood  to  be.  In  a  word,  men  are 
the  stories  as  best  agrees  with  their 
;  \iew3,  and  not  at  all  as  they  agree  wifh 

as  the  intc»ntion  of  Tom  Miller  to  give 
Je  Ko  and  me  a  dearborn  to  ourselves, 
le  drove  his  wife,  Kitty  and  a  help^  as  far 
"  Little  Neest,"  in  a  two-horse  vehicle 
'as  better  adapted  to  siich  a  freight 
iisposed  of,  then,  we  all  left  the  place  in 
ly,  just  as  the  clock  in  the  farm-house 
itruck  nine.  I  drove  our  horse  myself; 
'n$  he  was,  in  fact,  every  hoof,  vehicle 
ming  utensil  on  the  Nest  farm,  being  as 
my  property,  under  the  old  laws,  as  the 
my  head.  It  is  true  the  JVIillers  had  now 
fty  years  or  more,  nay,  nearly  sixty,  in 
ion,  and  by  the  new  mode  of  construction 
ledble  some  may  fancy  that  we  had  paid 
rages  so  long  for  working  the  land,  and 
Dg  the  cattle  and  utensils,  that  the  title, 
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in  a  moral  sensc^  liad  passed  out  of  me,  in  ore 
to  pass  into  Tom  MiUer.  If  use  begets  a  rjgl 
why  not  to  a  waggon  and  horse,  as  well  as  to 
farm? 

As  we  left  the  place,  I  gazed  wistfullj  U 
wards  the  Nest  House,  in  the  hope  of  sceiii| 
the  form  of  some  one  tliat  I  loved,  at  a  window 
on  the  lawn,  or  in  the  piazza.  Not  a  son 
appeared,  however,  and  we  trotted  down  thi 
road  a  short  distance  in  the  rear  of  the  otbfl 
waggon,  conversing  on  such  things  as  ctiM 
uppermost  in  our  minds.  The  distance  we  \ai 
to  go  was  about  four  miles,  and  the  hour  named 
for  the  commencement  of  the  lecture,  wMd 
was  to  be  the  great  affair  of  the  day,  had  beei 
naiued  at  eleven.  This  caused  us  to  be  in  nc 
hurry,  and  I  rather  preferred  to  coindde  witl 
the  animal  I  drove,  and  move  vely  slowly,  tkn 
hurry  on,  and  arrive  an  hour  or  two  sooner  tltt 
was  required.  In  consequence  of  this  kdaBf 
on  our  part.  Miller  and  his  family  were  flooi 
out  of  sight,  it  being  tlieir  wish  to  obtun  i 
much  of  the  marvels  of  the  day  as  was  possibh 

The  road,  of  course,  was  perfectly  well  knovi 
to  my  uncle  and  myself;  but,  had  it  not  bea 
there  was  no  danger  of  missing  our  way,  as  n 
Iiad  only  to  follow  the  general  direction  of  tl 
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oad  valley  through  which  it  ran.     Then  Miller 

id  coDuderately  told  us  that  we  must  pass  two 

bnrches,  or  a  church  and  a  ^^meetin'-us';''  the 

fires  of  both  of  which  were  visible  most  of  the 

viy,  answering  for  beacons.     Referring  to  this 

Una  of  '' meeting^housex"  does  it  not  furnish 

eoadusiye  evidence,  of  itself,  of  the  inconsistent 

Uj  of  that  wisest  of  all  earthly  beings,  man? 

It  was  adopted  in  contradistinction  from,  and 

a  direct  opposition  to,  the  supposed  idolatrous 

aaociation  connected  with  the  use  of  the  word 

''drnrch,*'  at  a  time  when  certain  sects  would 

U  offended  at  hearing  their  places  of  worship 

Ami  styled;  whereas,  at  the  present  day,  those 

lay  sectarians  are  a  little  disposed  to  resent 

tta  exclusive  appropriation  of  the  prescribed 

wad  by  the  sects  who  have  always  adhered  to 

it  IS  offenttvely  presuming,  and,  in  a  slight 

ifree^  ''arisdogradic!''    I  am  a  little  afraid 

Alt  your  out-and-outers  in  politics,   religion, 

ine  of  liberty,  and  other  human  excellences, 

W  somewhat  apt  to  make  these  circuits  in  their 

MOitric  orbits,  and  to  come  out  somewhere 

fate  near  the  places  from  which  they  started. 

Hie  rood  between  the  Nest  House  and  Little 
Jieit,  the  hamlet,  is  rural,  and  quite  as  agree- 
iUeas  is  nsually  found  in  a  part  of  the  coaatry 


~jar  ^  F-.-"u:.r:  ■wE:cr-Tir»^?  or  mountain  s 

•I--    y-:v   y.ri    iJiZfifkc^jn:^   are    rare! 

Zfi^tr  zTTLZtL  ^  ."ic^TATcri  w'lh  iho  noM 

fz.-:c  T»tr:5    ::'  H-r.cic  :     I'Ut  we  have 
HiiLTT  :iii:  vi^:  rt>:':'.'j:  t-u:  a  finish  t 
1-rr.f'  ;l1  &:•:-: >?»  ■r->  ::  Ttnl-rT  them  riii 
^^^:-:•i  \ri.      •*'_■.  1  i?  :::•:  v^a^-  with  the  pi 

:-:  :  rifc'  i  =.»--:•?:,  vrJ.^h.  a:  the  very  d 
V:  T?;r:  It-'Iz^  :>.r -'Jirii  it.  *tnick  m; 
iT'i  T.js;.:  i?  J  r:"i-.  :.:i:ij:  a  pieture  •> 
'. :  -'■  i:^  >:-    riLz^l^-i   with    niral   oomtoi 

:-.  >..£  '7-  «-:•:>  :::  the  oM  w.^rlJ.  whi 
i:>-. -.X     ::    -:--:I.«r::rt'?w   aad    the  cimoei 

*  :"ii  i--:Lir^  i-  xiilaire?^  leave  th« 
-*jJk:'i  izi  -3-1:1  s  .iei<*'.a;e  appearance,  i 

:  :r.-::r  >.lcr.  tiljco  ani  on»j^ 

■  Tr.ii^  :?  an  estate  wonh  contendi 
r.'.  -ST."  5WI^i  ":y  ur^Ie,  a?  we  trotted  slo 
••  iI:J:s-u^*::  ::  ha*  aot  hitherto  been  ve 
:-.::vt  :o  ::5  o^n-.r.  The  fir?t  half  \ 
•:'  a:i  Anicnoaa  pn^perty  of  thi#  sort 
rriro'  mueh  to  it^  pn>prietor  beyond 
And  vexation." 

'*  And  afker  that  time  the  teiumt  is 
it.  pnpnv  much  at  hi»  own  price,  ad  a 
for  his  own  laboorr 
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"  What  evidences  are  to  be  found,  wherever 

the  eye  rests,  of  the  selfishness  of  man,  and  his 

unfitness  to  be  left  to  the  unlimited  control  of 

Us  own  affairs !     In  England  they  are  quarrel- 

fing  with  the  landlords,  who  do  compose  a  real 

iiistocracy,  and   make    the    laws,    about    the 

Banner  in  which  they  protect  themselves  and 

tfce  products  of  their  estates ;   while  here  the 

true  owner  of  the  soil  is  struggling  against  the 

pwrer  of  numbers,  with  the  people,  who  are  the 

only  aristocrats  we  possess,  in  order  to  maintain 

Kb  right  of  property  in  the  simplest  and  most 

■Aed  form  !     A  conmion  vice  is  at  the  bottom 

ifboth  ^vrongs,  and  that  is  the  vice  of  selfish^ 

"  But  how  are  abuses  like  those  of  which  we 
comphun  here — abuses  of  the  most  formidable 
daracter  of  any  that  can  exist,  since  the 
<i|ipres6or8  are  so  many,  and  so  totally  irrespon- 
■Ue  by  their  numbers — ^to  be  avoided,  if  you 
p¥c  the  people  the  right  of  self-government  ?" 

"God    help   the  nation  where  self-govern- 

aeut,  in  its  literal  sense»  exists,  Hugh !     The 

tenn  is  conventional,   and,    properly   viewed, 

acans  a  government  in  which  the  source   of 

aothoaity  is  the  body  of  the  nation,  and  does 

not  oome  from   any  other  sovereign.     When 

you  n.  B 
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a  people  that  has  been  properly  edncai 
experienee  calmly  selects  its  agents^  and  < 
sets  to  work  to  adopt  a  set  of  principles  to 
its  fundamental  law  or  constitution,  the  ma 
is  on  the  right  track,  and  will  work 
enough  so  long  as  it  is  kept  there;  but 
running  off,  and  altering  the  'fimdamental 
ciples  every  time  a  political  faction  has  n( 
recruit^i,  is  introducing  tyranny  in  its 
form— a  tyranny  that  is  just  as  dangero 
real  liberty  as  hypocrisy  is  to  religion  T 

We  were  now  approaching  St.  Ani 
church  and  the  rectory,  with  its  glebe 
latter  lying  contiguous  to  the  churcb-yar 
as  it  id  an  Americanism  to  say,  the  **  g 
yard."  Tliere  had  been  an  erident  inqi 
ment  around  the  rectory  since  I  had  last 
it.  Shrubbery  had  been  planted,  care 
taken  of  the  fences,  the  gardto  was 'neatly 
well  worked,  the  fields  looked  smooth 
everything  denoted  that  it  was  "new  lord 
new  laws."  The  last  incumbent  had  be 
whining,  complaining,  narrow-minded,  s 
and  lazy  priest-,  the  least  estimable  of  all  b 
characters,  short  of  the  commisaon  of  die  t 
and  higher  crimes;  but  his  suooessor  hti 
reputation  of  being  a  devout  and  real  Chrifl 
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'■'ne  who  took  delight  in  the  duties  of  his  holy 
office,  and  who  served  God  because  he  loved 
iim.  I  am  fully  aware  how  laborious  is  the 
life  of  a  country  priest,  and  how  contracted  and 
Bean  is  the  pittance  he  in  common  receive?^ 
nd  1k>w  much  more  he  merits  than  ho  gets,  if 
lis  reward  were  to  be  graduated  by  things  here. 
Bat  this  picture^  like  every  otiier,  has  its 
iferent  sides,  and  occasionaUy  men  do  certainly 
enter  the  church  from  motives  as  little  as 
posible  connected  with  those  that  ought  to  in- 
loence  them. 

"There  is  the  wagon  of  Mr.  Warren,  at  his 
Joor,"  observed  my  uncle,  as  we  passed  the; 
rectory.  '*Can  it  be  that  he  intends  visiting 
the  village  also,  on  an  occasion  like  this  ?*' 

"Nothing  more  probable,  sir,  if  the  character 
Patt  has  given  of  him  be  true,"  I  answered. 
''She  tells  me  he  has  been  active  in  endeavour- 
iBg  to  put  down  the  covetous  spirit  that  is 
getting  uppermost  in  the  town,  and  has  even 
pceachcd  boldly,  though  generally,  against  the 
principles  involved  in  the  question.  The  other 
an,  they  say,  goes  for  popularity,  and  preaches 
ttd  prays  with  the  anti-renters." 

No  more  was  said,  but  on  we  went,  soon 
entering  a  large  bit  of  wood,  a  part  of  the  virgin 
E  2 
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forest.  This  wood,  exceeding  a  thousan< 
in  extent,  stretched  down  from  the  hills 
some  broken  and  otherwise  little  valuable 
and  had  been  resorveii  from  the  axe  to  uu 
want^  of  some  future  day.  It  was  mine, 
fore,  in  the  fullest  sense  of  the  word; 
>ingular  as  it  may  seem,  one  of  the  groui 
accusation  brought  against  me  and  my  ] 
cessors  w:is  that  we  had  declined  least np  it! 
on  the  one  hand,  we  were  abused  for  h 
le:ised  our  land,  and,  on  the  other,  for  not  fa 
lo:i^L■J  it.  The  fact  is,  we,  in  common 
«.'ilicr  extensive  landlords,  are  expected  t 
iuir  pr^'perry  as  much  as  {)ossible  for  th( 
titular  benefit  of  other  people,  while  those 
j>eople  are  expected  to  use  tAeir  proper 
much  as  possible  for  their  own  part 
benotit. 

There  was  near  a  mile  of  forest  to  pass  1 
wc  came  out  again  in  the  open  country,  at 
a  mile  and  a  halfs  distance  from  the  hi 
On  our  left  this  little  forest  did  not  extend 
than  a  hundred  rods,  terminating  at  the  en 
the  rividet — or  creelt,  as  the  stream  is  c: 
ously  called,  and  for  no  visible  reason  bi 
fact  that  it  was  only  a  himdred  feet  v 
which  swept  dose  under  the   broken  g 
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mentioned  at  this  point.     On  our  right,  how- 
ever, the  forest  stretched  away  for  more  than  a 
mile,  until,   indeed,  it   became  lost  and  con- 
founded with  other  portions  of  wood  that  had 
Wn  reserved  for  the  farms  on  which  they  grew. 
As  i»  very  usual  in  America,  in  cases  where 
roads  pass  through  a  forest,  a  second  growth 
W  shot  up  on  each  side  of  this  highway,  which 
,    wag  firingcd  for  the  whole  distance  with  large 
Iwshes  of  pine,  hemlock,  chestnut  and  maple. 
In  some  places  these  bushes  almost  touched  the 
tnck,  while  in  others  a  large  space  was  given, 
ne  were  winding  our  way  through  this  wood, 
ttd  had  nearly  reached  its  centre,  at  a  point 
wkere  no  hoiL«c  was  visible — and  no  house,  in- 
deed, stood  within  half  a  mile  of  us — with  the 
^w  in  front  and  in  rear  limited  to  some  six  or 
right  rods  in  each  direction  by  the  young  trees, 
when  our  ears  were  startled  by  a  low,  shrill, 
wnditti-like  whistle.     I  must  confess  that  my 
Wings  were  anything  but  comfortable  at  that 
atemiption,  for  I  remembered  the  conversation 
rf the  previous  night     I  thought  by  the  sudden 
jmnp  of  my  uncle,  and  the  manner  he  instinc- 
tirdy  felt  where  he  ought  to  have  had  a  pistol, 
to  meet  such  a  crisis,  that  he  believed  himself 
ilrieady  in  the  hands  of  the  Philistines. 
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A  half  minute  sufficed  to  tell  ua  the  trutb- 
I  had  hardly  stopped  the  horse,  in  order  to  look 
around  me,  when  a  line  of  men,  all  armed  and 
disguised,  issued  in  single  file  from  the  bu?hffj 
and  drew  up  in  the  road,  at  right  angles  to  its 
course.     There  were  six  of  these  "  Injins,"  i« 
they  are  called,  and,  indeed,  call  them«Jve«j 
each  carrying  a  rifle,  horn  and  pouch,  and  other- 
wise equipped  for  the  field.     The  disguises  were 
very  simple,  consisting  of  a  sort  of  loose  calico 
hunting-shirt  and  trowsers  tlut  completely  con- 
cealed the  person.     The  head  was  covered  by » 
species  of  hood,  or  mask,  equally  of  calico,  that 
was  fitted  with  holes  for  the  eyes,  nose  and 
mouth,    and    which    completed    the    disgui^^ 
There  were  no  means  of  recognizing  a  man  tbtf 
equipped,  unless  it  might  be  by  the  stature,  i» 
cases  in  which  the  party  was  either  unusuaDr 
tall  or  unusually  short.     A  middle-sized  malt 
was  perfectly  safe  from  recognition,  so  long  aB 
he  did  not  speak  and  could  keep  his  equipmentSi 
Tliose  who  did  speak  altered  their  voices,  as  we 
soon  found,  using  a  jargon  that  was  intended  to 
imitate   the   imperfect  English  of  the  native 
owners  of  the  soil     Although  neither  of  ns  bad 
ever  seen  one  of  the  gang  before,  we  knew  these 
disturbers  of  the  public  peace  to  be  what  in 
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Ii  they  were,  the  instant  our  eyes  fell  on 
i.  One  could  not  well  be  mistaken,  indeed, 
r  the  circumstances  in  which  we  were 
i;  but  the  tomahawks  that  one  or  two 
d,  the  manner  of  their  march,  and  other 
>  of  mummery  that  they  exhibited,  would 
told  us  the  fsLCt,  had  we  met  them  even  in 
£r  place. 

first  impulse  was  to  turn  the  wagon,  and 

leavour  to  lash  the  lazy  beast  I  drove  into 

Fortunately,  before  the  attempt  was 

I  turned  my  head  to  see  if  there  was 
for  such  an  exploit,  and  saw  six  others  of 
'^Injins^  drawn  across  the  road  behind 
t  was  now  so  obviously  the  wisest  course 
t  the  best  face  on  the  matter,  that  we 
d  the  horse  boldly  up  to  the  party  in 
until  he  was  stopped  by  one  of  the  gang 
;  him  by  the  bridle. 

ago,  sago,"  cried  one  who  seemed  to  act 
diief,  and  whom  I  shall  thus  designate, 
ng  in  his  natural  voice,  though  affecting 
lian  pronunciation.  '^  How  do,  how  do  ? 
are  come  from,  eh? — where  go,  eh  ? — What 
y,  too — up  rent  or  down  rent,  eh?" 
e  ist  two  Charmans,''  returned  unde  Ro, 
most  deaperate  dialect,  the  absurdity  of 
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men  wlio  spoke  the  same  language  reporting  to 
8uoh  similar  means  of  dceeption  tompting  mc 
sorely  to  laugh  in  the  fellows'  faces ;  '*  Ve  wttwo 
Charmans  dat  ist  goin'  to  hear  a  man  sbeak 
about  bavin'  rent,  luul  to  sell  vatches.  Might 
vou  buv  a  vatch,  cjoot  shentlemans?" 

Although  the  fellows  doubtless  knew  who  vrc 
were,  so  far  as  our  assumed  eharactcrs  went,  and 
had  probably  been  advised  of  our  approaeli,  tms 
bait  took,  and  there  was  a  general  jumping  up 
and  down,  and  a  eommon  pow-wowing  among 
tluMn,  indicative  of  the  pleasure  such  a  proposal 
gave.      In   a   minute  the   whole    party  were 
aroun.l  us,  with  some  eight  or  ten  morcwlio 
appeared  iVom  the  nearest  bushes.     We  were 
helped  out  of  the  Avagon  with  a  gentle  violence 
that  denoted  their  impatience.     As  a  matter  of 
course,    I  expected  that   all   the  trinkets  an" 
watches,  which  Averc  of  little  value,  fortunaiely» 
would  immediately  disappear;    for  who  could 
doubt  that  men  engaged  in  attempting  to  ^ 
on  so  large  a  scale  as  these  fellows  were  co* 
gaged  in,  would  hesitate  al^out  doing  a  job  <>* 
one  a  little  more  diminutive.     I  was  mistake'*' 
however ;  some  sort  of  ]mi>crc«ptiple  discipU^ 
keeping  those  who  were  thus  disposed,  of  wb<^ 
there  must  have  been  some  in  such  a  party. 
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order.  The  horse  was  left  standing 
die  of  the  highway,  right  glad  to  take 
hile  we  were  shown  the  trunk  of  a 
near  by,  on  which  to  place  our  box 
A  dozen  watches  were  presently  in 
)f  as  many  of  these  seeming  savages, 
Tested  a  good  deal  of  admiration  at 
ng  appearance.  While  this  scene, 
half  mununery  and  half  nature,  was 
nt,  the  chief  beckoned  me  to  a  seat  on 
r  end  of  the  tree,  and,  attended  by 

0  of  his   companions,  he  began   to 
le  as  follows : 

tell  truth,"  he  said,  making  no  very 
or  in  the  way  of  imitation.  "Dis 
Lightning,'"  laying  his  hand  on  his 
t,  that  I  might  not  misconceive  the 
the  warrior  who  bore  so  eminent  a 
.0  good  lie  to    him — know    ebbery 

1  he  ask,  only  ask  for  fun — what  do 

x>me8  to   see    der    Injins   und    der 
;  der  village,  dat  ve  might  sell  our 

11;   sartain? — can  call  *down  rent,' 

t  ferry  easy;  *down  rent,  eh?' " 
E  3 


spy,  hut  mans  Md  etilico  tacQS.  V  ti) 
afraid  of  dcr  governor? — I  dinks  der 
be  ferry  goot  frients  of  der  anti-rents 

"  Not  when  we  act  thia  way.  S 
send  foot  a'ter  us  den.  Tlnkgood  i 
when  he  dare." 

"He  be  d dl"   bawled  out  < 

tribe,  in  as  good,  homely,  rustic  Engl 
came  out  of  the  mouth  of  A  dowa 
our  friend,  why  did  he  send  the  ar 
horse  down  to  Hudson  ? — and  ^rfiy  1 
Big  Thunder  up  afore  his  in&mal  co 
bo  d d!" 

There  was  no  mistaking  this  out 
the  feelings ;  and  so  ^  Streak  o'  ] 
seemed  to  think  too,  for  he  whispc 
the  tribe,  who  took  the  plain-spcakii 
the  arm  and  led  him  away,  gran 
growling,  as  the  thunder  mutters  in  \ 
after  tlic  storm-  has  nassed  on.     Foi 
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*  a  qneetion  in  which,  so  far  as  a  governor  Is 
concerned,  there  is  but  one  course  to  pursue, 
wd  that  is  to  enforce  the  laws  by  suppressing 
^lence,  and  leaving  the  parties  to  the  cove- 
owta  of  leases  to  settle  their  diflTerences  in  the 
courts,  like  the  parties  to  anj  other  contracts. 
"  18  a  poor  rule  that  will  not  work  both  ways. 
^7  a  landlord  has  made  a  hard  bargain  for 
i^UQself ;  and  I  happen  to  know  of  one  case  in 
P^ular,  in  which  a  family  has  long  been,  and 
»  8tQl,  kept  out  of  the  enjoyment  of  a  very 
vduaUe  estate,  as  to  any  benefit  of  importance, 
pwely  by  the  circumstance  that  a  weak-minded 
possessor  of  the  property  fancied  he  was  secur- 
ing souls  for  paradise  by  letting  his  farms  on 
^asesfor  ninety-nine  years,  at  nominal  rents, 
with  a  covenant  that  the  tenant  should  go  twice 
to  a  particidar  church !  Now,  nothing  is  plainer 
tluui  that  it  is  a  greater  hardship  to  the  citizen 
who  is  the  owner  of  many  farms  so  situated, 
t*^  to  the  citizen  who  is  the  lessee  of  only  one 
^th  a  hard  covenant;  and,  on  general  prln- 
c^Jes,  the  landlord  in  question  would  be  most 
^titled  to  relief,  since  one  man  who  suffers  a 
80od  deal  is  more  an  object  of  true  commisera- 
^n  than  many  who  suffer  each  a  little.    What 
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would  a  governor  be  apt  to  say  if  my  landl^'^ 
should  go  with  hi?  complaints  to  the  foot  o(th^ 
executive  chair,  and  tell  him  that  the  verj* 
'•ovenant  which  had  led  his  predecessor  into  the 
mistake  of  thus  wasting  his  means  was  o\)^\if 
«lisregaixled;  that  farms  worth  many  thousands 
of  dollars  had  now  been  enjoyed  by  the  tenante 
for  near  a  century  for  mere  nominal  rents,  and 
that  the  owner  of  the  land  in  fee  had  occasion 
for  his  property,  &c.  &c.  Would  the  governor 
recommend  legislative  action  in  that  case? 
Would  the  lenath  of  such  leases  induce  him  to 
recommend  that  no  lease  should  exceed  fi^€ 
years  in  duration?  Woidd  the  landlords  who 
should  get  up  a  corps  of  Injins  to  worry  thcit 
tenants  into  an  abandonment  of  their  iarms  be 
the  objects  of  commisseration  ? — and  would  the 
law  slumber  for  years  over  tieir  rebellion 
and  depredations^  until  two  or  three  murdei 
arouse<l  public  indignation  ?  Let  them  anewc 
that  know.  As  a  landlord^  I  should  be  son 
to  incur  the  ridicule  that  would  attend  even 
public  complaint  of  the  hardships  of  such  a  cai 
A  common  sneer  would  send  me  to  the  coui 
for  my  remedy,  if  I  had  one,  and  the  whole  d 
ference  between  the  "  if  and  ift**  of  the  two  oa 
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'  be  that  a  landlord  gives  but  one  vote, 
his  tenants  may  be  legion.* 
e  be  d— -d,"  muttered  the  plain-speaking 
18  long  as  I  could  hear  hira.  As  soon  as 
I  from  his  presence.  Streak  of  7jightning 
ed  his  examination,  though  a  little  vexed 
ndramatical  character  of  the  interruption, 
tain  no  spy,  eh? — sartain  gubbenor  no 
n,  eh? — sartain  come  to  sell  watch,  eh?" 
comes,  as  I  tell  ye,  to  see  if  vatches 
)e  solt,  und  not  for  der  gobbemor;  I 
light  see  der  mans." 
I  this  was  true,  my  conscience  felt  pretty 

the  score  of  whatever  there  might  be 
al  about  it. 
lat  folks  think  of  Injin  down  below,  eh  ? 

folks  say  of  anti-rent,  eh? — hear  him 
)ut  much?" 

U,  soome  does  dink  anti-rent  ist  goot, 
dime  does  dink  anti-rent  ist  bad.  Dey 
9  dey  wishes." 

a  low  whistle  came  down  the  road,  or 

down    the    bushes,   when   every   Injin 

up;  each  man  very  fairly  gave  back  the 

U  no  inTentod  statement,  but  strictly  one  that  is 
friter  haying  himself  a  small  interest  in  a  property 
i;  though  he  has  not  yet  bethought  him  o  fapplying 
piUtiirB  for  relief.— EDiToa. 


i! 


i>iy  uiiCR*,  However,  cooiiy  aei  uuou 
his  treasures  in  their  box,  wliilc  I  v 
horse,  which  had  ehakcn  off  his  hea 
was  quietly  grazing  along  the  ra 
minute  or  two  might  have  been  thi 
when  the  trotting  of  a  horae  and  tl 
wheels  announced  the  nearqppiwc 
those  vehicles  which  have  got  to 
national;  a  dearborn,  or  a  ane-hd 
As  it  came  out  £rom  behind  a  soecc 
formed  by  a  curvature  in  the  load, 
it  contained  the  Rev.  IVIr.  Wairea  an 
daughter. 

The  road  being  narrow,  and  our  y 
centre,  it  was  not  possible  for  the  ] 
to  proceed  until  we  got  out  of  thi 
the  divine  pulled  up  as  soon  as  be  i 
spot  where  we  stood. 

"  Good  morning,  ffentimnen,**  Bud  A 
cordiallv.  and  unmet  a  word  that,  in 
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ifeider^  neider,  Herr  Pastor ;  we  meet  wid 
tomen  here,  and  dey  has  just  left  us,*'  an- 
sd  uncle  Bo^  who  certainly  enacted  his 
nth  perfect  dplambf  and  the  most  admirable 
17  as  to  manner.  **Guten  tag^  guten 
Might  der  Herr  Pastor  be  going  to  der 
J?" 

^e  are.  I  miderstand  there  is  to  be  a 
g  there  of  the  misguided  men  called 
inters,  and  that  several  of  my  parishioners 
ely  to  be  present.  On  such  an  occasion 
)eiye  it  to  be  my  duty  to  go  among  my 
articular  people,  and  whisper  a  word  of 
Nothing  can  be  further  from  my  no- 
if  propriety  than  for  a  clergyman  to  be 
ng  and  mixing  himself  up  with  political 
ns  in  general ;  but  this  is  a  matter  that 
»  morality,  and  the  minister  of  God  is 
tfiil  of  his  duty  who  keeps  aloof,  when  a 
of  admonition  might  aid  in  preventing 
wavering  brother  from  the  commission  of 
nrous  sin.  This  last  consideration  has 
ht  me  out  to  a  scene  I  could  otherwise 
heartily  avoid." 

is  might  be  well  enou^,  I  said  to  myself, 
rhat-  has  your  daughter  to  do  in  such  a 
?    Is  the  mind  of  Mary  Warren,  then. 
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after  all,  no  better  than  vulgar  minds  in 
ral  ? — and  can  she  find  a  pleasure  in  the  ( 
nient  of  lectures  of  this  exist,  and  in  t 
public  meetings  ?  No  surer  test  can  be 
of  cultivation,  than  the  manner  in  wl 
almost  intuitively  shrinks  from  conununi< 
necessarily  Avith  tastes  and  principles  be! 
own  level ;  yet  here  was  the  girl  with 
I  was  already  half  in  love, — and  thf 
saying  as  little  as  could  be  said,  too, — a^ 
ffoincy  down  to  the  "  Little  Neest"  to  h 
itinerant  lecturer  on  political  economy  u1 
crudities,  and  to  see  and  be  seen ! 
grievously  disappointed,  and  would  at  tl 
ment  have  cheerfully  yielded  the  best  fa 
my  estate  to  have  had  the  thing  otherwis 
uncle  must  have  had  some  similar  notion, 
remark  he  made. 

"  Und  doost  das  junff  frau  go  to  s 
[njins  too;  to  bersuade  'em  dey  isl 
vicked?" 

Mary's  face  had  been  a  little  pale,  for 
thought,  as  the  wagon  drew  up ;   but  it 
diately  became  scarlet.     She  even  suiler 
liead  to  droop  a  little,  and  then  I  perceivi 
she  cast  an  anxious  and  tender  glance 
father.     I  cannot  say  whether  thia  look  i 
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^ere  not  Intended  for  a  silent  appeal,  uncon- 
^ouejy  made ;  but  the  father,  without  even 
*eing  it,  acted  as  if  he  fancied  it  might  be. 

"No,  no,"  he  said,  hurriedly;  "this  dear 
prl  is  doing  violence  to  all  her  feelings  but 
ooe,  in  ventiuing  to  such  a  place.  Her 
ffid  piety  has  proved  stronger  than  her  fears 
•od  her  tastes,  and  when  she  found  that  go  I 
would,  no  argument  of  mine  could  persuade 
^  to  remain  at  home.  I  hope  she  will  not 
«pent  it" 

The  colour  did  not  quit  Mary's  face,  but  she 
*oked  grateful  at  finding  her  true  motives  ap- 
preciated ;  and  she  even  smiled,  though  she  said 
^hing.  My  own  feelings  underwent  another 
^en  revulsion.  There  was  no  want  of  those 
^es  and  inclinations  that  can  alone  render  a 
young  woman  attractive  to  any  man  of  sentiment, 
httt  there  was  high  moral  feeling  and  natural 
•ftction  enough  to  overcome  them  in  a  case  in 
'^hich  she  thought  duty  demanded  the  sacrifice, 
ft  Was  very  little  probable  that  any  thing  would 
^  could  occur  that  day  to  render  the  presence 
w  Mary  Warren  in  the  least  necessary  or  use- 
*^;  but  it  was  very  pleasant  to  me,  and  very 
"^dy  in  her,  to  think  otherwise,  under  the 
'^^  impulses  of  her  filial  attachment 
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Another  idea,  however^  and  one  f 
pleasantj  suggested  itself  to  the  mind: 
uncle  and  myself^  and  ahnost  at  the  & 
stant ;  it  was  this :  the  conversation  wa 
on  in  a  high  kej^  or  loud  enough  to  be 
some  little  distance^  the  horse  and  pai 
wagon  interposing  between  the  speak* 
there  was  the  physical  certainty  that 
those  whom  we  knew  to  be  close  at  hai 
bushes,  must  hear  all  that  w^as  said^  ai 
take  serious  offence  at  it.  Under  th 
hcu8ion9  therefore^  my  uncle  directed  i 
move  our  own  vehicle  as  fast  as  possible, 
that  the  clergyman  might  pass.  Mr. 
however,  was  in  no  hurry  to  do  this,  fc 
utterly  ignorant  of  the  audience  he 
entertained  that  feeling  towards  us  tha 
liberal  acquirements  are  apt  to  feel  w 
see  others  of  similar  educations  reduce 
tune  below  their  proper  leveL  He  W8 
quently,  desirous  of  manifesting  his  8 
with  us,  and  would  not  proceed,  even  ai 
opened  the  way  for  him. 

'^  It  is  a  painful  thing,"  continued  Mr. 
<<  to  find  men  mistaking  their  own  ou] 
the  wcNrkings  of  a  bve  of  liberty.  T 
thing  is  more  palpable  than  tliat  thia 
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^t  18  covetousness  incited  by  the  fi»ther 
^;  yet  you  will  find  men  among  us  who 
fthey  are  aiding  the  cause  of  free  institu- 
hy  joining  in  it^  when,  in  truth,  they  are 
all  they  can  to  bring  them  into  discredit, 
insure  their  certain  downfall,  in  the  end." 
)  was  sufficiently  awkward ;  for,  by  going 
lough  to  give  a  warning  in  a  low  voice, 
re  that  warning  followed  by  a  change  in 
xmrse,  we  should  be  betraying  ourselves, 
ght  fall  into  serious  danger.  At  the  very 
t  the  clergyman  was  thus  speaking  I  saw 
sked  head  of  Streak  o*  Lightning  appear- 
OQgfa  an  opening  in  some  small  pines  that 

little  in  the  rear  of  the  wagon,  a  position 
tabled  him  to  hear  every  syllable  that  was 
L  I  was  afraid  to  act  myself,  and  trusted 
greater  experience  of  my  uncle.  Whether 
t  also  saw  the  pretended  chief  was  more 
knew,  but  he  dedded  to  let  the  conver- 
ge on,  rather  leaning  to  the  anti-rent  side 
question,  as  the  course  that  could  do  no 

evil»  while  it  might  secure  our  own 

It  is  acarcely  necessary  to  say  all  these 

nitionfl  glanced  through  our  minds  so 

as  to  caose  no  very  awkward  or  susjucious 

1  the  diaooarse. 


laiidts  \\)Y  inittin",  dtm  l)ny  rents  ior 

'•  In  thiit  case,  tlu-n,  let  tlieni 
lands  for  themselves ;  if  they  do  not 
rent,  why  did  they  agree  to  pay  rei 
"  May  be  dey  changes  dcir  miiw 
goot  to-day  doosn't  always  secE 
morrow." 

"  That  may  be  true ;  but  we  ha 
to  make  others  suffer  for  our  own  fi 
dare  say,  now,  that  it  might  be  hi 
whole  community  that  so  large  a  t 
as  that  included  in  the  Manor  of 
wyck,  for  instance,  and  lying  as  it 
very  heart  of  the  State,  should  be  t 
the  hands  of  the  occupants,  than  ha 
to  the  divided  interest  that  actually 
it  does  not  follow  that  a  change  is 
by  violence,  or  by  fraudulent  mean 
of  the  latter  cases  the  injiuy  done 
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;  aod  that  is  the  way  to  get  rid  of  the 
itj ;  not  by  bullying  owners  out  of  their 
tj.  If  the  State  finds  a  political  conside- 
of  so  much  importance  for  getting  rid  of 
lures,  let  the  State  tax  itself  to  do  so^  and 
i  liberal  offer,  in  addition  to  what  the 
I  will  offer,  and  I'll  answer  for  it  the  land- 
ill  not  stand  so  much  in  their  own  way 
scline  good  prices." 

it,  niaybes  dey  won't  sell  all  der  landts ; 
ly  wants  to  keep  some  of  dem." 
ley  have  a  right  to  say  yes  or  no,  while 
e  no  right  to  juggle  or  legislate  them  out 
r  property.  The  Legislature  of  tliis  State 
ite  lately  been  exhibiting  one  of  the  most 
I  sights  the  world  has  seen  in  my  day. 
been  struggling  for  months  to  find  a  way 
round  the  positive  provisions  of  laws  and 
utions,.  in  order  to  make  a  sacrifice  of  the 
of  a  few,  to  secure  the   votes  of  the 

ptes  ist  a  goot  ding,  at  election  dime — 
iw,  haw !"  exclaimed  my  uncle. 
iVarren  looked  both  surprised  and  offend- 
e  Goorseness  of  manner  that  my  uncle  had 
I  effected  its  object  with  the  Injins,  but 


"^•^       cnc  ft^^  sort  of 

^tlB»'^'^.^,   too,*** 
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^e/en,  it  was  done  neatly  and  expedi- 
Tt  ieaving  us  all,  Mr.  Warren  and  Mary, 
c/e  and  myself,  with  a  cluster  of  some 
t/ins  around  us,  standing  in  the  centre  of 
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bavenshest: 


CHAPTER  IV. 

**  No  toil  in  despair. 
No  tyrant,  no  slaje. 
No  bread-tax  is  there, 
With  a  maw  like  the  gwn." 

All  this  was  so  suddenly  done  as  sctfcc  ^ 
leave  us  time  to  think.     There  waa  one  itfW* 
notwithstanding,  wliilc  two  Injins  were  iff^' 
ing  Mary  Warren   to  jump  firom  the  wig* 
when  my  incognito  was  in  great  danger.    P*^ 
ceiving  that  the  young  lady  was  treated  with  ■'' 
particular  disrespect,  I  so  far  overcame  the  fter 
ing  as  to  remain  quiet,  though  I  silently  chtfg^ 
my  position  sufficiently  to  get  near  her  eIbo^» 
where  I  could  and  did  whisper  a  woid  or  two  of 
encouragement.    But  Mary  thought  onlyofhtf 
father,  and  had  no  fears  for  herself.    She  ^ 
none  but  him,  trembled  only  for  huUi  drfli^ 
and  hoped  for  him  alone. 
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^  for  Mr.  Warren  himself^  he  betrayed  no 

™«)inpo8ure.     Had  he  been  about  to  enter  the 

^,  his  manner  could  not  have  been  more 

^    He  gazed  around  hun  to  ascertain  if  it 

wre  possible  to  recognize  any  of  his  captors, 

lot  suddenly  turned  his  head  away,  as  if  struct 

-,    with  the  ex[)ediency  of  not  learning  their  names, 

I    eren  though  it  had  been  possible.     He  might 

\    be  put  on  the  stand  as  a  witness  against  some 

I    misguided  neighbour,  did  he  know  his  person. 

All  this   was   so   apparent  in   his   benevolent 

foontcnance,  that  I  think  it  struck  some  among 

4e  Injins,  and  still  believe  it  may  have  had 

1  Ktde  influence  on  their  treatment   of  him. 

ipot  of  tar  and  a  bag  of  feathers  had  been 

koi^ht  into  the  road  when  the  gang  poured 

<Bt  of  the    bushes,    but    whether    this  were 

Mdy  accidental,   or   it  had   originally  been 

■teided  to  use  them  on  Mr.  Warren,  I  cannot 

iif.    The  offensive  materials  soon  and  silently 

Aqipeflred,  and  with  them  every  sign  of  any 

itotion  to  offer  personal  injury. 

F      ''What  have  I  done  that  I  am  thus  arrested 

■  die  public  highway,  by  men  armed  and  dis* 

gmiedy  oontrary  to  law  ?^  demanded  the  divine, 

fli  aoon  as  the  general  pause  which  succeeded 

tbe  fint  movement  invited  him  to  speaL  ''  This 

VOL.  n.  P 
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18  a  rash  and  illegal  step,  that  may  y 
repentance." 

"  No  preachec  now,"  answered  S 
Lightning ;  "  preachee  for  mcetin',  no 
road." 

Mr.  Warren  afterwards  admitted  to 
he  was  much  relieved  by  this  reply,  tl 
tution  of  the  word  "meeting"  for  * 
giving  him  the  gratefid  assurance 
individual,  at  least,  was  not  one  of 
people. 

"  Admonition  and  remonstrance  ma 
be  useful  when  crime  is  meditated, 
now  committing  a  felony,  for  which  tl 
prison  is  the  punishment  prescribed  by 
of  the  land,  and  the  duties  of  my  h( 
direct  me  to  warn  you  of  the  consc 
The  earth  itself  is  but  one  of  God's 
and  his  ministers  need  never  hesitate 
claim  his  laws  on  any  part  of  it." 

It  was  evident  that  the  calm  scverii 
divine,  aided,  no  doubt,  by  his  known  c 
produced  an  impression  on  the  gang 
two  who  had  still  hold  of  his  arms 
them,  and  a  little  circle  was  now  forme 
centre  of  which  he  stood. 

^^  I£  you  will  enlarge  this  circle,  my 
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ed  Mr.  Warren,  "  and  give  room,  I  will 
you  here,  where  we  stand,  and  let  you 
ly  reasons  why  I  think  your  conduct 

)be " 

no, — no  preachee  here,"  suddenly  in- 
d  Streak  o'  Lightning ;  "  go  to  vU- 
to  meetin'-W — preachee  there. — Two 
,  den. — Bring  wagon  and  put  him  in. 
narch ;  path  open." 
ugh  this  was  but  an  "  Injin"  imitation 
an"  sententiousness,  and  somewhat  of  a 
•e,  everybody  understood  well  enough 
18  meant  Mr.  Warren  offered  no  re- 
but suffered  himself  to  be  placed  in 
wagon,  with  my  uncle  at  his  side, 
opposition.  Then  it  was,  however,  that 
)ught  himself  of  his  daughter,  though 
hter  had  never  ceased  to  think  of  him. 
►me  little  difficulty  in  keeping  her  from 
into  the  crowd,  and  clinging  to  his  side, 
rren  rose,  and  giving  her  an  encourag- 
e,  bade  her  be  calm,  told  her  he  had 
to  fear,  and  requested  that  she  would 
8  own  wagon  again  and  return  home, 
ig  to  rejoin  her  as  soon  as  his  duties  at 
ge  were  discharged. 

•e  is  no  one  to  drive  the  horse,  my  child, 
f2 
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but  our  young   German  acquaintance, 
distance  is  very  short,  and  if  he  will  thu^ 
me,  he  can  come  down  to  the  village  \r  ^ 
wagon,  as  soon  as  he  has  seen  you  safe  ^ 
own  door." 

Slary  Warren  was  accustomed  to  de/i?^ 
her  father's  opinions,  and  she  so  far  subuut^^ 
now,  as  to  permit  me  to  assist  her  into  tfr 
wagon,  and  to  place  myself  at  her  side,  whip  ^ 
hand,  proud  of  and  pleased  with  the  precious 
charge  thus  committed  to  my  care.  The*' 
arrangements  made,  the  Injins  commenced  theu 
march,  about  lialf  of  them  preceding,  and  thf 
remainder  following  the  wagon  that  contained 
tlicir  prisoner.  Four,  however,  walked  (» 
each  side  of  the  vehicle,  thus  preventing  tk^ 
possibility  of  escape.  No  noise  was  made,  an< 
little  was  said;  the  orders  being  given  by  sign 
and  signals  rather  than  by  words. 

Oiu*  wagon  continued  stationary  until  tb 
party  had  got  at  least  a  hundred  yards  from  lu 
no  one  giving  any  heed  to  our  movements, 
had  waited  thus  long  for  the  double  purpose  < 
noting  the  manner  of  the  proceedings  amoi 
the  Injins,  and  to  obtain  room  to  turn  at  a  8p 
in  the  road  a  short  distance  in  advance  of  i 
and  which  was  wider  than  conunon.     To  tl 
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^  ^^v  walked  the  horse,  and  was  in  the 

fuming  the  animal's  head  in  the  required 

^^^H,  when   I   saw   Mary  Warren's  little 

P^J^  hand  laid  hurriedly  on  the  reins.     She 

^^Voured  to  keep  the  head  of  the  horse  in 

Aeroad 

No,  no,"  said  the  charming  girl,  speaking 
^^e^Hj,  as  if  she  would  not  be  denied,  "  we 
*31  foDow  my  father  to  the  village.  I  may  not, 
•nwt  not,  cannot  quit  him !" 

The  time  and  place  were  every  way  pro- 
pitious, and  I  determined  to  let  Mary  Warren 
bow  who  I  was.  By  doing  it  I  might  give  her 
^dence  in  me  at  a  moment  when  she  was  in 
irtreas,  and  encourage  her  with  the  hope  that 
I  might  also  befriend  her  father.  At  any  rate, 
1*18  determined  to  pass  for  an  itinerant  Dutch 
■Boc-grinder  with  'ter  no  longer. 

"Mas  Mary,  Miss  Warren,"  I  commenced 
ii>Qtiously,  and  with  quite  as  much  hesitation 
■d  diffidence  of  feeling  as  of  manner,  "  I 
•tt  not  what  I  seem — ^that  is,  I  am  no  music- 
pinder." 

The  start,  the  look,  and  the  alarm  of  my 
Bomptnion^  were  all  eloquent  and  natural.  Her 
and  was  still  on  the  reins,  and  she  now  drew 
B  them  so  hard  as  actually  to  stop  the  horse. 
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I  thought  she  intended  to  jump  out  of  tb^  ^ 
cle,  as  a  place  no  longer  fit  for  her. 

"  Be  not  alarmed,  Miss  Warren,''  1 
eagerly,  and,  I  trust,  so  earnestly  as  to  in 
a  little  confidence.  "  You  will  not  thinl 
worse  of  me  at  finding  I  am  your  countr 
instead  of  a  foreigner,  and  a  gentleman  ii 
of  a  music-grinder.  I  shall  do  all  you  ad 
will  protect  you  with  my  life." 

"  This  is  so  extraordinary  I — so  imusi 
The  whole  country  appears  unsettled ! 
sir,  if  you  are  not  the  person  whom  you 
represented  yourself  to  be,  who  are  you  ?' 

**  One  who  admires  your  filial  lov< 
courage — who  honours  you  for  them  bo 
am  the  brother  of  your  friend,  Martha- 
Hugh  Littlepage ! " 

The  little  hand  now  abandoned  the 
and  the  dear  girl  turned  half  round  o 
cushion  of  the  seat,  gazing  at  me  in 
astonislunent !  I  had  been  cursing  ii 
heart  the  lank  locks  of  the  misenible 
was  compelled  to  wear,  ever  since  I  Ium 
with  Mary  Warren,  as  unnecessarily  d< 
ing  and  ugly,  for  one  might  have  « 
a  becoming  as  a  horridly  unbecoming  dii 
Off  went  my  cap,  therefore,  and  off  wei 
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'r  ity  leaving  my  own  shaggy  curls  for 
setting  of  my  face. 

made  a    slight  exclamation    as    she 

me,  and  the  deadly  paleness  of  her 
nee  was  succeeded  by  a  slight  blush* 
too,  parted  her  lips,  and  I  fancied  she 
darmed. 

I  forgiven,  Miss  Warren?"  I  asked, 
1  you  recognize  me  for  the  brother  of 
id?" 

Martha — does  Mrs.  Littlepage  know 
the  charming  girl  at  length  asked. 
;  I  have  had  the  happiness  of  being 
by  both  my  grandmother  and  my 
.''ou  were  taken  out  of  the  room 
'  by  the  first,  that  I  might  be  left 
h  the  last,  for  that  very  purpose  1" 

it  all  now ;  yes,  I  thought  it  smgular 
igh  I  felt  there  could  be  no  impropriety 
»f  Mrs.   Litdepage's  acts.      Dearest 

how  well  she  played  her  part,  and 
Irably  she  has  kept  your  secret  I" 
I  very  necessary.    You  see  the  con- 
tlie- country,  and  will  understand  thai 
be  imprudent  in  me  to  appear  openly, 

my  own  estate.    I  have  a  written 

authorizing  me  to  visit  every  farm 
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near  us,  to  look  after  my  own  interes 
it  may  be  questioned  if  it  would  be  safe 
one  among  them  all,  now  that  the  s] 
misrule  and  covetousness  are  up  and  do 

"  Keplace  your  disguise  at  once,  Mr 
page,"  said  Mar}%  eagerly  ;  "  do — do  n 
an  instant." 

I  did  as  desired,  Mary  watching  the 
with  interested,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
eyes.     I  thought  she  looked  as  sorry 
myself  when  that  lank,  villainous  wig  w 
perfonning  its  office. 

"  Am  I  as  well  arranged  as  when 
met,  iVIiss  Warren  ?    Do  I  appear  aj 
music-grinder  ?  " 

"  I  see  no  difference,"  returned  the  d 
laughing.  How  musical  and  cheerin| 
were  the  sounds  of  her  voice  in  that  lit 
of  sweet,  feminine  merriment.  "  Indeed 
T  do  not  think  even  Martha  could  ki 
fwtty  for  the  person  you  the  momen 
seemed." 

"  My  disguise  is,  then,  perfect.  I 
hopes  it  left  a  little  that  my  friend 
recognize,  while  it  effectually  oonoe 
from  my  enemies." 

"  It  does— ohi  it  does.    Now  I  fa 
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^  I  find  no  difficulty  in  tracing  in  your 

^  the  resemblance  to  your  portrait  in 

**  femily  gallery,   at  the  Nest     T.  e   eyes, 

^  cannot  be  altered  without  artificial  brows, 

^  tliofle  you  have  not" 

lih^  was  consoling ;  but  all  that  time  Mr. 
wen  and  the  party  in  front  had  been 
igotten.  Perhaps  it  was  excusable  in  two 
Qog  persons  thus  situated,  and  who  had  now 
own  each  other  a  week,  to  think  more  of 
tt  was  just  then  passing  in  the  wagon,  than 
recollect  the  tribe  that  was  marching  down 
1  road,  and  the  errand  they  were  on.  I  felt 
!  necessity,  however,  of  next  consulting  my 
npanion  as  to  our  future  movements.  Mar}' 
ird  me  in  evident  anxiety,  and  her  purpose 
imed  unsettled,  for  she  changed  colour  imder 
di  new  impulse  of  her  feelings. 
*If  it  were  not  for  one  thing,"  she  answered, 
ter  a  thoughtful  pause,  "  I  should  insist  on 
lowing  my  father." 

"And  what  may  be  the  reason  of  this  change 
purpose?" 

"Would  it  be  altogether  safe  for  yow,  Mr 
ttlepage,  to  venture  again  among  those  mis- 
ided  men  ?" 

'Never  think  of  me.  Miss  Warren.    You 
F  3 
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see  I  have  been  among  them  already  undel 
and  it  ia  my  intention  to  join  them  again 
should  I  first  have  to  take  you  home.  I 
for  yourself." 

"  I  will,  then,  follow  my  father.  M3 
sencc  may  be  the  means  of  saving  him 
some  indignity." 

I  was  rejoiced  at  this  decision,  on  two  aca 
of  which  one  might  have  been  creditable  ei 
to  me,  while  the  other,  I  am  sorry  to  sa] 
rather  selfish.  I  delighted  in  the  dear 
devotion  to  her  parent,  and  I  was  glad  to 
her  company  as  long  as  possible  that  mo 
Without  entering  into  a  very  close  analj 
motives,  however,  I  drove  down  the  road, 
ing  the  horse  on  a  very  slow  gait,  being 
particular  hurry  to  quit  my  present  fair 
panion. 

Mary  and  I  had  now  a  free,  and,  in 
sense,  a  confidential  dialogue.  Uer  m 
towards  me  had  entirely  changed;  for,  w! 
maintained  the  modesty  and  retenue  of  h 
and  station,  it  displayed  much  of  that  firai 
which  was  the  natural  consequence  of  her 
intimacy  at  the  Nest,  and,  as  I  have  since 
tained,  of  her  own  ingenuous  nature, 
circumstance,  too,  that  she  now  felt  eh 


OB,   THE  BEDBKINS.  107 

nth  one  of  her  own  class,  who  had  opinions, 
■Uts,  tastes  and  thoughts  like  her  own,  re- 
■ored  a  mountiun  of  restraint,  and  made  her 
oomnunications  natural  and  easy.  I  was  near 
Mk  hour,  I  do  believe,  in  driving  the  two  miles 
ihat  lay  between  the  point  where  the  Injins 
lad  been  met  and  the  village,  and  in  that  hour 
JUary  Warren  and  I  became  better  acquwited 
ikm  would  have  been  the  case,  under  ordinary 
^■eomstanoes,  in  a  year. 

In  the  first  place,  I  explained  the  reasons  and 

Mmner  of  my  early  and  unexpected  return 

Woie,  and  the  motives  by  which  I  had  been 

^orvemed  in  thus  coming  in  disguise  on  my 

«VB  property.     Then  I  said  a  little  of  my  future 

■tentiona,  and  of  my  disposition  to  hold  out 

te  the  last  against  every  attempt  on  my  rights, 

-   vhether  they  might  come  firom  the  open  vio- 

^  laee  and  unprincipled  designs  of  those  below, 

(  «  the  equally  imprincipled  schemes  of  those 

i  ikrrie.    A  spurious  liberty  and  political  cant 

I   Me  tlungs  that  I  despised,  as  every  intelligent 

iid  independent  man  must;   and  I  did  not 

atead  to  be  persuaded  I  was  an  aristocrat, 

■ody  because  I  had  the  habits  of  a  gentleman, 

il  the  very  moment  when  I  had  less  political 

than  the  hired  labourers  in  my  owp 
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Mary  Warren  manifested  a  spirit  ai 
telligence  that  surprised  me.  She  cxpi 
own  belief  that  the  proscribed  dasse 
country  had  only  to  be  true  to  thcmsel 
restored  to  their  just  rights,  and  thj 
very  principle  by  which  they  were  so  fj 
them.  The  opinions  she  thus  exprc 
worthy  of  being  recorded. 

"  Everything  that  is  done  in  that  \^ 
this  gentle,  but  admirable  crcatui 
hitherto  been  done  on  a  principle  that 
as  false  and  vicious  as  that  by  which 
now  oppressed.  We  have  had  a  gi 
written  and  said,  lately,  about  unitin 
of  property,  but  it  has  been  so  evide: 
an  intention  to  make  money  rule,  an 
its  most  vulgar  and  vicious  manner,  i 
sons  of  right  feelings  would  not  unit 
an  effort ;  but  it  does  seem  to  me,  M; 
page,  that  if  the  gentlemen  of  New  Yoi 
form  themselves  into  an  association  ii 
of  their  rights,  and  for  nothing  else, 
it  be  known  that  they  would  not  be  rob 
impunity,  they  are  numerous  onoi 
powerful  enough  to  put  down  this 
project  by  the  mere  force  of  numbers, 
sands  would  join  them  for  the  sake  of  pi 
and  the  country  might  be  left  to  the  ei 
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fruits  of  liberty,  without  getting  any 
froits  of  its  cant. 

is  a  capital  idea,  and  might  easily  be 
out.  It  requires  nothing  but  a  little 
ial,  with  the  conviction  of  the  necessity 
J  something,  if  the  downward  tendency 
ever  checked  short  of  civil  war,  and  a 
on  that  is  to  let  in  despotism  in  its  more 
>rm ;  despotism,  in  the  indirect,  is  fast 
ig  among  us,  as  it  is. 
ave  heard  of  a  proposition  for  the  Legis- 
)  appoint  special  conmiissioners,  who  are 
i  all  the  difficulties  between  the  land- 
id  tenants,*'  I  remarked,  "  a  scheme  in 
It  of  which  some  people  profess  to  have 

I  regard  it  as  only  one  of  the  many 

that  have  been  devised  to  evade  the 
d  institutions  of  the  country,  as  they 

St.'' 

Warren  seemed  thoughtful  for  a  mo- 
hen  her  eye  and  face  brightened,  as  if 
e  struck  with  some  thought  suddenly ; 
lich  the  colour  deepened  on  her  cheek, 
turned  to  me  as  if  half  doubting,  and 
r  desirous  of  giving  utterance  to  the 
t  was  uppermost 
i  wish  to  say  something,  Miss  Warren  ?" 
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"  I  dare  say  it  will  be  very  silly— and  I 
hope  you  won't  think  it  pedantic  in  a  pri,  hrt 
really  it  does  look  so  to  me — ^what  diffemoe 
would  there  be  between  such  a  conunifloon  mi 
the  Star-Chamber  judges  of  the  Stuarti^  Ul 
Littlepage?" 

^<  Not  much  in  general  principles,  certiin!]r> 
as  both  would  be  the  instruments  of  tynntot 
but  a  very  important  one  in  a  great  esscntJ* 
The  Star-Chamber  courts  were  legal,  wte«* 
this  commission  would  be  flagrantly  illegal;  tkff 
adoption  of  a  special  tribunal  to  effect  ccfttf 
purposes  that  could  exist  only  in  the  very  t«t4 
of  the  constitution,  both  in  its  spirit  and  iK 
letter.  Yet  this  project  comes  fifom  men  lAo 
prate  about  the  ^  spirit  of  the  institatiM 
which  they  clearly  understand  to  be  thdr  €i** 
spirit,  let  that  be  what  it  may." 

"  Providence,  I  trust,  will  not  smile  on  *• 
desperate  efforts  to  do  wrong  I*'  said  }btf 
Warren,  solemnly. 

'^  One  hardly  dare  look  into  the 
ways  of  a  Power  that  has  its  motives  so  MP 
beyond  our  reach.  Providence  permits  BdiA 
evil  to  be  done,  and  is  very  apt  to  bs^  * 
Frederic  of  Prussia  expressed  it,  on  the  side^ 
strong  battalions,  so  far  as  human  vinoa  O^ 
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^.  Of  one  things  however,  I  feel  cer- 
ttd  that  IB  that  thej  who  are  now  the 
eager  to  oyertum  everything  to  effect 
t  porpofies,  will  be  made  to  repent  of  it 
ff  either  in  their  own  persons,  or  in  those 
r  descendants." 

lat  is  what  is  meant,  my  father  says,  by 
; '  the  sins  of  the  fathers  upon  the  chit- 
mto  the  third  and  fourth  generations. 
Bre  is  the  party,  with  their  prisoners, 
tering  the  village.  Who  is  your  com- 
Mr.  Littlepage? — One  hired  to  act  as 
rtant?" 

is  my  uncle  himself.     You  have  often 
I  should  think,  of  Mr.  Koger  Little- 

f  gave  a  little  exclamation  at  hearing 
od  she  almost  laughed.  After  a  short 
she  blushed  brightly,  and  turned  to  me 
said — 

ad  my  father  and  I  have  supposed  you, 
e  a  pedlar,  and  the  other  a  street-musi- 

it  bedlars  and  moosic-grinders  of  goot 
VDE,  as  might  be  panidiet  for  deir  bolitics." 
ff  indeed,  she  laughed  out,  for  the  long 
ok  dialogue  we  had  held  together  made 


fatluT.  I  pointed  out  how  littl 
was  that  violence  would  be  offered 
of  the  gospel,  and  showed  her,  b; 
of  persons  that  had  collected  in  tfa 
it  was  impossible  ho  should  noi 
warm  and  devoted  friends  present 
her  permission  to,  nay,  requestc 
tell  Mr.  Warren  the  fact  of  mj  u: 
own  presence,  and  the  reasons  of 
trusting  altogether  to  the  very  ob 
the  dear  girl  took  in  our  safety,  t 
add,  of  her  own  accord,  the  neoe 
on  the  subject  of  secrecy.  Just  i 
sation  ended  we  drove  into  the  1 
helped  my  fair  companion  to  aligl 
Mary  Warren  now  hastened 
father,  while  I  was  left  to  take 
horse.  This  I  did  by  fastening  hi 
of  a  fence,  that  was  lined  for  a  loi 


,  called  a  dearborn,  with  its  four  light 
and  mere  shell  of  a  box,  is  in  sucli 
use  as  to  have  superseded  ahuost  every 
sjKJcies  of  conveyance.  Coaches  and 
}  arc  no  longer  met  with,  except  in 
rns ;  and  even  the  coachee,  the  English 
',  which  was  once  8o  common,  has  very 
ly  given  way  to  a  sort  of  carriage-wagon, 
nns  a  rery  general  favourite.  My  grand- 
f  who  did  use  the  stately-looking  and 
chariot  in  town,  had  nothing  but  this 
^•wagon  in  the  country ;  and  I  question 
lalf  of  the  population  of  the  State  would 
rhat  to  call  the  former  vehicle,  if  they 
see  it  ^ 

matter  of  course,  the  coUection  of  people 
led  at  Little  Nest  on  this  occasion  had 
rought  together  in  dearborns,  of  which 
LUflt  have  been  between  two  and  three 
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his  European  counterpart.  As  the  rule, 
yet  to  learn  that  the  little  liberties  wl 
tolerated  in  a  thinly-peopled  district,  ao 
are  of  no  great  moment  when  put  in 
under  such  circumstances,  become  op 
and  offensive  when  reverted  to  in  p 
much  resort.  The  habits  of  popular 
too,  come  to  aid  in  making  them  fan 
what  everybody  does  in  their  part  of  tl 
try  can  have  no  great  hann  in  it.  It 
conformity  with  this  tendency  of  the  inst 
perhaps,  that  very  many  of  the  vehicle 
named  were  thrust  into  improper  plao 
ping  up  the  footways,  impeding  the  e: 
to  doors,  here  and  there  letting  doi 
without  permission,  and  garnishing  i 
and  pastures  with  one-horse  wagons, 
was  meant  by  all  these  liberties  beyond 
to  dispose  of  the  horses  and  vehicles  in  t 
ncr  easiest  to  their  owners.  Neverthele 
was  some  connexion  between  the  inil 
and  these  little  liberties  which  some  at 
might  fancy  existed  in  the  ^rit  of  the 
This,  however,  was  a  capital  mistake,  ii 
as  the  tpirU  of  the  institutions  is  to  be  i 
the  laws,  which  prohibit  and  ponish  all 
irespasses^  and  which  are  enacted  expi 


OB,   THE  BED8KIN8.  115 

tendencies  of  human  nature  I    No,  no, 

cle  Bo  says,  nothing  can  be  less  alike, 

9,  than  the  spirit  of  institutions  and 

mdes. 

irprised  to  find  nearly  as  many  females 

id  collected  at  the  Little  Nest  on  this 

As  for  the  Injins,  after  escorting  Mr. 
s  far  as  the  Tillage,  as  if  significantly 
Ish  him  of  their  presence,  they  had 
leased  him,  permitting  him  to  go  where 
L  Mary  had  no  difficulty  in  finding 
I  saw  her  at  his  side,  apparently  in 
ion  with  Opportunity  and  her  brother, 
s  soon  as  I  moved  down  the  road,  after 
he  horse.  The  Injins  themselves  kept  a 
r,  having  my  unde  in  their  very  centre ; 
prisoner,  for  it  was  clear  no  one  sus- 
is  character,  but  as  a  pedlar.  The 
rere  out  again,  and  near  half  of  the 
Qg  seemed  busy  in  trading,  though  I 
that  some  among  them  were  anxious 
istfiiL 

a  singular  spectacle  to  see  men  who 
log  the  cry  of  *' aristocracy"  agunst 
o  happened  to  be  richer  than  them* 
iile  they  did  not  possess  a  single  privi* 
wer  that,  substantially,  was  not  equally 


T 
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tainty  that  was  obtained  by  their  v 
the  ground,  that  no  small  portion  < 
were  mere  boys,  led  on  by  artful 
men,  and  who  considered  the  whc 
joke.  When  the  laws  fall  so  mui 
pute  as  to  be  the  subject  of  jokes 
is  time  to  inquire  into  their  mode 
tion.  Does  any  one  believe  that 
could  have  thus  flown  into  the  fiic 
enactment,  and  committed  felon; 
under  circumstances  that  had  r 
intentions  no  secret,  for  a  time  h 
enable  the  authorities  to  collect  a  i 
to  repress  them  ?  My  own  opim< 
Mr.  Stephen  Rensselaer,  and  Mr.1 
selaer,  and  Mr.  Harry  LiyingBtoxi, 
Hunter,  and  Mr.  Daniel  Livingi 
Hugh  LittlepagCy  and  fifty  more 
name,  been  caught  armed  and  diag 
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been  the  inmates  of  States'  prisons, 
legislators  troubling  themselves  to  pass 
)ur  liberation !  ^This  is  another  of  the 
nary  features  of  American  aristocracy, 
nost  deprives  the  noble  of  the  every- 
ind  benefit  of  the  law.  It  would  be 
r  while  to  lose  a  moment  in  inquiring 
process  by  which  such  strange  results 
;ht  about,  but  it  is  fortunately  rendered 
iry  by  the  circumstance  that  the  prin- 
be  amply  developed  in  the  course  of 
tive. 

inger  could  hardly  have  felt  the  real 
'  of  this  meeting  by  noting  the  air  and 
of  those  who  had  come  to  attend  it. 
mcd  and  disguised"  kept  themselves  in 
it  is  true,  and  maintained,  in  a  slight 
the  appearance  of  distinctness  from 
jple,"  but  many  of  the  latter  stopped 
to  these  men,  and  were  apparently  on 
ins  with  them.  Not  a  few  of  the 
ieXf  even,  appeared  to  have  acquaint- 
tbe  gang ;  and  it  would  have  struck 
i  philosopher  from  the  other  hemisphere 
le  surprise,  to  have  seen  the  "  people" 
rating  fellows  who  were  openly  tramp- 
law  that  the  "  people"  themselves  had 
ctedl      A  political  philosopher  from 
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among  ourselves,  however,  might  have  63 
the  seeming  contradiction  by  referring  i 
*^  spirit  of  the  institutions.'*  If  one  wo 
Hugh  Littlepage  to  solve  the  diflSculty,  1 
have  been  vcr j  apt  to  answer  that  the  * 
of  Ravcnsnest  wanted  to  compel  him 
lands  which  he  did  not  wish  to  sell, 
not  a  few  of  them  were  anxious  to  ac 
compulsory  bargains  conditions  as  to  p 
would  rob  him  of  about  one-half  of  hi 
and  that  what  the  Albany  philosophe 
tlic  "  spirit  of  the  institutions,"  was, 
a  "  spirit  of  the  devil,**  which  the  ins 
were  exi^ressly  designed  to  hold  in  sub 
There  was  a  good  deal  of  out-<loor 
ment  going  on,  as  might  be  seen  by  th 
discussions  that  were  held  between  paii 
wliat  is  called  the  "  horse-shedding" 
— This  "horse-shedding**  process,  I  un< 
is  well  known  among  us,  and  cxt( 
only  to  politics,  but  to  the  administ: 
justice.  Your  regular  "horse-sheddei 
ployed  to  frequent  taverns  where  jm 
and  drops  hints  before  them  toucl 
merits  of  causes  known  to  be  on  the  a 
])0S8ibly  contrives  to  get  into  a  room  wi 
eight  beds,  in  which  there  may  accide 
a  juror,  or  even  two,  in  a  bed,  when 
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latural  conversation  on  the  merits  of 
iter  at  issue,  praises  one  of  the  parties, 
I  drops  dark  hints  to  the  prejudice  of 

V  and  makes  his  own  representations  of 
in  a  way  to  scatter  the  seed  where  he 

Y  certain  it  will  take  root  and  grow, 
^ime  he  is  not  conversing  with  a  juror, 
10  is  only  assuming  the  office  of  the 

anticipation,  and  dissecting  evidence 
has  been  given,  in  the  ear  of  a  parti- 
nd.  It  is  tme  there  is  a  law  against 
p^thing  of  the  sort ;  it  is  true  there  is 
punish  the  editor  of  a  newspaper  who 
lish  anything  to  prejudice  the  interests 
Qts ;  it  is  true  the  *'  horse-shedding 
is  flagrantly  wicked,  and  intended  to 
lost  of  the  benefits  of  the  jury-system; 
ithstanding  all  this,  the  ^^  spirit  of  the 
ns"  carries  everything  before  it,  and 
xd  all  these  laws  and  provisions,  as  well 
imal  principles  of  right,  precisely  as  if 
no  existence  at  all,  or  as  if  a  freeman 
•ve  the  law.  He  makes  the  law,  and 
lid  he  not  break  it?  Here  is  another 
the  **  spirit  of  the  institutions." 
^  the  bell  rang,  and  the  crowd  began 
owards  the  '^  meetin'-us."   This  build- 


conspicuous  lor  her  coolness  and  j 
11  far  more  pretending  successc 
building  had  been  constructed  on  i 
of  the  highest  dissenting  spirit- 
induced  its  advocates  to  quarrel  iv 
as  well  as  religious  dogmas!,  in  < 
the  chasm  as  wide  as  poasible— 
some  concessions  had  been  made 
of  the  times.  I  very  well  reme 
"  meetin'-us"  at  the  "  Little  Ne 
pulled  down  to  give  place  to  its  m< 
sucx^essor  after  I  had  attained  my  a 
A  description  of  both  may  let  tl 
the  secret  of  our  rural  church  ard 
The  "old  Xeest  meetin'  us," 
cessor^  was  of  a  hemlock  frame, 
pine  clap-boards,  and  painted  wl 
years,  the  punt  had  been  of  a 
quality,  the  oil  seeming  to  evapor 
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ibling  a  man  with  high  shoulders,  appear- 

0  be  "stuck  up."  It  had  two  rows  of 
d,  short  and  ungraceful  windows^  that 
r  a  point  in  orthodoxy  at  the  period  of  its 
ion.      It  had  a  tower,   uncouth,   and  in 

1  respects  too  large  and  others  too  small,  if 
san  reconcile  the  contradiction :  but  there 
ftnomalies  of  this  sort  in  art,  as  in  nature. 
the  top  of  this  tower  stood  a  long-legged 
jf  which  had  got  a  very  dangerous,  though  a 
common,  propensity  in  ecclesiastical  matters ; 
ther  words,  it  had  begun  to  "cant."  It 
this  diversion  from  the  perpendicular  which 
suggested  the  necessity  of  erecting  a  new 
oe,  and  the  building  in  which  the  "  lecture" 
leudal  tenures  and  aristocracy  was  now  to 
eliyered. 

he  new  meeting-house  at  Little  Nest  was 
inch  more  pretending  edifice  than  its  pre- 
issor.  It  was  also  of  wood,  but  a  bold 
iging  firom  "first  principles"  had  been 
tared  on,  not  only  in  physical,  but  in  the 
il  choicL  The  last  was  "  new-school ;"  as, 
led,  was  the  first.  What  "new-school" 
Dfl^  in  a  spiritual  sense,  I  do  not  exactly 
Wf  but  I  suppose  it  to  be  some  improvement 
ome  other  improvement  of  the  more  ancient 
k  n.  o 
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and  venerable  dogmas  of  the  sect  to  wl 
belongs.  These  improvements  on  im] 
ments  are  [rather  common  among  us,  ai 
favourably  viewed  by  a  great  number 
the  name  of  progress ;  though  he  who  sta 
a  little  distance  can^  half  the  time,  di 
that  the  parties  in  progress  very  often  coi 
at  the  precise  spot  from  which  they  starts 

For  my  part,  I  find  so  much  wisdom 
Bible — so  profound  a  knowledge  of  1 
nature,  and  of  its  tendencies^— couns 
comprehensive  and  so  safe,  and  this  so 
reference  to  the  things  of  this  life,  tha 
not  believe  everything  is  progress  in  the 
direction  because  it  sets  us  in  motion  on 
that  are  not  two  thousand  years  old  I  I  \ 
that  we  have  quite  as  much  that  ought 
kept,  as  of  that  which  ought  to  be  t 
away ;  and  while  I  admit  the  vast  num' 
abuses  that  have  grown  up  in  the  old 
under  the  "spirit  of  their  institutions,'' 
philosophers  would  say,  I  can  see  a  ( 
number  that  are  also  growing  up  here,  oei 
not  under  the  same  ^'spirit,"  unless  we 
them  both,  as  a  truly  wise  man  would,  i 
common  and  miserable  nature. 

The  main  departure  from  firat  piindji 
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«  BCDae  of  material  things,  was  in  the  fact  that 
9  new  meeting-house  had  only  one  row  of 
^dofws,  and  that  the  windows  of  that  row 
I  the  pointed  arch*  The  time  has  been  when 
\  circamatance  would  have  created  a  schism 
the  theological  world;  and  I  hope  that  my 
th  and  inexperience  will  be  pardoned,  if  I 
)ectfull7  suggest  that  a  pointed  arch,  or  any 
sr  arch  in  trood,  ought  to  create  another  in 
worid  of  taste. 

lot  in  we  went,  men,  women,  and  children ; 
le  Bo,  Mr.  Warren,  Mary,  Seneca,  Oppor- 
ity,  and  all,  the  Injins  excepted.  For  some 
nn  connected  with  their  policy,  those  savages 
ddned  outside,  until  the  whole  audience  had 
Bnbled  in  grave  silence.  The  orator  was  in, 
on  a  sort  of  stage,  which  was  made,  under 
new-light  system  in  architecture,  to  super- 
e  the  old,  inconvenient,  and  ugly  pulpit, 
ported  on  each  side  by  two  divines,  of  what 
omination  I  shall  not  take  on  myself  to 
.  It  will  be  sufficient  if  I  add  Mr.  Warren 
not  one  of  them.  He  and  Mary  had  taken 
r  seats  quite  near  the  door,  and  under  the 
siy.  I  saw  that  the  rector  was  uneasy  the 
lent  the  lecturer  and  h/s  two  supporters 
■ed  the  pulpit,  and  appeared  on  the  stage ; 
q2 
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.laJ  at  length  he  arose,  and  followed  bv  Maiy. 
ho  suddenly  left  the  buildincr.  In  an  mstant  I 
w;i9  at  their  side,  for  it  struck  me  indisposition 
»-is  the  cause  of  so  strange  a  movement.  Fortu- 
r^rolv.  at  this  moment,  the  whole  audience  n»e 
'.:  JL  b*xlv,  and  one  of  the  ministers  commenced 
i'  :x:empore  prayer, 

A:  :hat  instant  the  Injins  had  drawn  them- 
-..!•..<  :;p  around  the  bulldingy  close  to  its  sid«^ 
•-.'  :  ::::'kT  the  oj»en  windows,  in  a  iK)sition  that 
.::;'  Ic>I  them  to  hear  all  that  passed.  As  I 
A  *;r\.;r.l>  learned,  this  arrangement  was  made 
'••  -l'  Au  L*:: Jer?tanding  with  those  within,  one  of 
::::;•  ?:crs  ha\-ing  positively  refused  to  addrcM 
:"u  rlir-.r.,^  ot  Grace  so  long  as  any  of  the  tribe 
•  :-v  :  rcscut.  Well  has  it  been  said^  that  maa 
' :  ::  >:r.i::i5  at  a  gnat,  and  swallows  a  camel! 
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CHAPTER  V. 

**  I   tell  ihee.  Jack  Cade,  the  clothier  means  to 
ibe  commonwealth,  and  turn  it,  and  put  a 
■ap  upon  ii." 

EiHO  Hkkbt  YI. 


Ab  I  knew  Mary  must  have  commuDicated 
^  ber  father  my  real  name^  I  did  not  hesitate, 
^  I  ought  to  have  done  in  my  actual  dress  and 
m  my  assumed  character,  about  following  them, 
m  order  to  inquire  if  I  could  be  of  any  service 
I  never  saw  distress  more  strongly  painted  in 
any  man's  countenance  than  it  was  in  that  of 
Ifir.   Warren,  when  I  approached.     So  very 
olmous,  indeed,  was  his  emotion,  that  I  did  not 
tore  to  obtrude  myself  on  him,  but  followed 
ailence;  and  he  and  Mary  slowly  walked, 
by  ade,  across  the  street  to  the  stoop  of  a 
faoufle,  of  which  all  the  usual  inmates  had  pro- 
bably gone  in  the  other  direction.     Here,  Mr. 


haggard,  "  for,  so  Mary  tells  me 
called — I  thank  you  for  this  attc 
it  will  be  over  in  another  minuti 
now^  and  shall  be  able  to  coamiii 
No  more  was  then  said,  concei 
of  this  distress;  but  Maij  has  i 
to  me  its  cause.  When  her  fii 
the  meeting-house,  he  had  not  il 
that  anything  like  a  religious  sc 
dragged  into  the  ceremonies  of  si 
two  ministers  on  the  stage  first 
alarm ;  when  a  most  painful  sti 
in  his  mind,  whether  or  not  he 
and  be  a  party  to  the  mocker 
God  in  prayer,  in  an  assembly  < 
at  naught  one  of  the  plainest  of 
with  banded  felons  drawn  op  ar 
ing,  as  principal  actors  in  the  wl 
The  alternative  was  for  him,  a 
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^ce  with  his  own  views  of  right,  a  notion 
dd  be  certain  to  spread  far  and  near, 
to  the  prejudice  of  his  own  people.  But 
i,  as  he  viewed  the  matter,  involved  a 
of  blasphemy ;  and  yielding  to  his  feel- 
took  the  decided  step  he  had,  intending 
in  out  of  the  building,  imtil  the  more 
business  of  the  day  commenced.  * 
certain  Mr,  Warren,  who  acted  under 
impulse  of  Christian  feeling,  a  reverence 

and  a  profound  wish  not  to  be  a  party 
ling  him  with  the  mockery  of  worship 
ch  circumstances,  has  lost  much  influ- 
d  made  many  enemies,  by  the  step  he 
k.  The  very  same  feeling  which  has 
e  cry  of  aristocracy  against  every  gen- 
7ho  dwells  in  sufficiently  near  contact 

masses  to  distinguish  his  habits  from 
rand  him;  which  induces  the  eastern 
y  who  comes  from  a  state  of  society 
ere  are  no  landlords,  to  fancy  those  he 
e  ought  to  be  pulled  down,  because  he 

landlord  himself;  which  enables  the 
r  to  stand  up  in  his  place,  and  unblush- 
k  about  feudal  usages,  at  the  very  in- 
18  demonstrating  that  equal  rights  are 
o  those  he  would  fain  stigmatize  as 
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feudal  lords,  lias  extended  to  religion,  an^  ^ 
church  of  which  Mr.  Warren  waa  a  ministe'W 
•Very  generally  accused  of  being  aristocratic,  too. 
This  charge  is  brought  because  it  has  daintt 
which   other  churches  affect  to  renounce  •» 
reject  as  forming  no  part  of  the  faith ;  but  the 
last  cannot  remain  easy  under  their  own  deci- 
sions ;  and  while  they  shout,  and  sing  that  tier 
have  found  "  a  church  without  a  bishop,**  they 
hate  the  church  that  has  a  bishop,  because  it  has 
something  they  do  not  posscsij  themselves,  instead 
uf  pitying  its  deluded  members,  if  they  believe 
them  wrong.     This  will  not  be  admitted  gene- 
rally, but  it  is  nevertheless  true ;  and  betraya 
itself  in  a  hundred  ways.     It  is  seen  in  the 
attempt  to  call  their  own  priests  bishops,  in  the 
feeling  so  manifest  whenever  a  cry  can  be  nused 
against  their  existence,  and  in  the  general  cha- 
racter of  these  theological  rallies,  whenever  they 
do  occur. 

For    one,   I  see   a  close    analogy   between 
my  own  church,  as  it  exists   in  this  countrVi 
and    comparing    it    with   that  from   which  it 
sprung,  and  to  those  which  surround  it,  and  Ubit 
true  political  circumstances  of  the  two  hemift* 
pheres.     In  discarding  a  vast  amount  of  sur- 
plusage, in  reducing  the  orders  of  the  mimstry 
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^  as  well  as  in  theory,  to  the  primitive 
three,  and  in  rejecting  all  connexion 
state,  the  American  branch  of  the 
Chnrch  has  assumed  the  position  it 
ms  to  fill ;  restoring,  as  near  as  may 
iplicity  of  the  apostolical  ages,  while 
b  Idisr^ard  the  precepts  and  practices 
{ties  themselves.  It  has  not  set  itself 
iquity  and  authority,  but  merely  en- 
to  sustain  them,  without  the  encum- 
f  more  modem  abuses.  Thus,  too, 
Q  in  political  things.  No  attempt  has 
I  to  create  new  organic  social  distinct 
is  country,  but  solely  to  disencumber 

are  inseparable  from  the  existence 
ized  society,  of  the  clumsy  machinery 
1  the  expedients  of  military  oppressors 
ted  them.  The  real  sages  of  this 
n  founding  its  institutions,  no  more 
f  getting  rid  of  the  landlords  of  the 
ban  the  church  thought  of  getting  rid 
>p8.  The  first  knew  that  the  grada- 
operty  were  an  inevitable  incident  of 
I ;  that  it  would  not  be  wise,  if  it  were 
>  prevent  the  a£9uent  from  making 
stments  in  the  soil;    and  that  this 

be  done  in  practice,  without  leaving 
o3 
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the  relation  of  landlord  and  tenant    Because 
landlords,  in  other  parts  of  the  world,  poeseflaed 
privileges  that  were  not^necessary  to  the  natmnl 
or  simple  existence  of  the  chaiAOter,  waa  jm 
reason  for  destroying  the  character  itself;  aaj 
more  than  the  fact  that  the  bishops  of  En^aad 
possess  an  authority  the  apostles  knew  notUiy 
of,  rendered  it  proper  for  the  Amerioan  bnnck 
of  the  church  to  do  away  with  an  office  tint 
came  from  the  apostles.    But,  envy  and  jeakuvf 
do  'not  pause  to  reflect  on  such  things;  it  ■ 
enough  for  theniy  in  the  one  case,  that  yoa  tf^ 
^urs  have  estates,  and  occupy  social  positMM 
that    I  and  mine  do  not,  and  cannot  eadlff 
occupy  and  possess ;  therefore  I  will  oppose  f^ 
and  join  my  voice  to  the  cry  of  those  who  wiA 
to  get  their  farms  for  nothing;   and  in  A^ 
other,  that  you  have  bishops  when  we  can  hit* 
none,  without  abandoning  our  present  orgnii^ 
tion  and  doctrines. 

I  dwell  on  these  points  at  some  little  kagtk 
because  the  movements  of  Mr.  Warren  i^' 
myself,  at  that  moment,  had  a  direct  inftNB00 
on  the  circumstances  that  will  soon  be  rdited. 
It  is  probable  that  fully  one-half  of  th^ 
collected  in  the  Little  Nest  meetingJioiise^  ^ 
morning,  as  they  stood  up,  and  l^it  a  sort  <** 
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■oded  and  liBtless  attention  to  the  prayer, 
}  thinking  of  the  scandalons  and  aristocra- 

conduct  of  Mr.  Warren,  in  "  goin'  out 
eetin'  just  as  meetin'  went  to   prayers  I** 

indeed,  were  they  who  would  be  likely  to 
le  any  charitable  motive  for  the  act ;  and 
bly  not  one  of  those  present  thought  of 
ne  and  conscientious  feeling  that  had  in- 

it.  So  the  world  wags!  It  is  certain 
I  malignant  and  bitter  feeling  was  got  up 
!t  the  worthy  rector  on  that  occasion,  and 
lat  act,  which  has  not  yet  abated,  and 
I  will  not  abate  in  many  hundreds,  until 
ear  approach  of  death  shall  lay  bare  to 

the  true  character  of  so  many  of  their 
eeling«» 
iras  some  minutes  before  Mr.  Warren  en- 

r^ained  his  composure.  At  length  he 
I  to  me,  in  his  usual  benevolent  and  mild 

saying  a  few  words  that  were  compli- 
ny,  on  the  subject  of  my  return,  while  he 
Med  his  fears  that  my  imcle  Ko  and 
If  had  been  imprudent  in  thus  placing 
Ifes,  as  it  might  be,  in  the  lion's  jaws. 
foa  have  certainly  made  your  disguises  so 
iete^'*  he  added,  smiling,  **as  to  have  escaped 
afuUy  well  so  far.    That  you  should  de- 
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ceive  Mary  and  myself  is  no  great  matter,  once 
neither  of  us  ever  saw  you  before;  but,  the 
manner  in  which  your  nearest  relatives  b*^ 
been  misled,  is  surprising.  Neverthelen,  yW 
have  every  inducement  to  be  cautioiUi  ft^ 
liatrcd  and  jealousy  have  a  penetration  iW 
does  not  belong  even  to  love." 

"  We  think  we  are  safe,  eir,"  I  anaweret 
**  for  we  are  certainly  within  the  statute.  V* 
are  too  well  aware  of  our  miserable  ariBtoc* 
tical  condition  to  place  ourselves  witlun  Ac 
grasp  of  the  law,  for  such  are  our  eminent 
privileges  as  a  landed  nobility,  that  we  «• 
morally  certain  cither  of  us  would  not  only  b* 
sent  to  the  State's  prison  were  he  to  be  ff^ 
of  the  felony  those  Injins  are  committing^  ^ 
will  commit,  with  perfect  impunity,  but  tW 
he  would  be  kept  there,  as  long  as  a  Asf^ 
tear  of  anguish  could  be  wrung  from  one  rf 
those  who  are  classed  with  the  aristocracy.  D^^ 
mocracy  alone  finds  any  sympathy  in  the  oifr 
nary  administration  of  American  justice." 

"  I  am  afraid  that  your  irony  bos  only  Wi 
much  truth  in  it.  But  the  movement  aroov 
the  building  would  seem  to  say  that  the  n^ 
business  of  the  day  is  about  to  commence^  tf' 
we  had  better  return  to  the  churdL^ 
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''Those  men  In  disguise  are  watchiDg  us,  in 
tmost  unpleasant  and  alarming  manner,"  said 
Miuy  Warren,  delighting  me  far  more  by  the 
Vfihace  she  thus  manifested  in  my  behalf,  than 
ilnming  me  by  the  fact. 

That  we   were  watched,   however,   became 

ofcviously  apparent,  as  we  walked  towards  the 

holding,  by  the  actions  of  some  of  the  Injins. 

Hiey  had  left  the  side  of  the  church  where 

t^ey  had  posted  themselves  during  the  prayer, 

ttd  head  was  going  to    head,    among   those 

Mtrest  to  us ;  or,  it  would  be  nearer  to  appear- 

Qoes,  were  I  to  say  bunch  of  calico  was  going 

to  bunch  of  calico,  for  nothing  in  the  form  of  a 

kid  was  visible  among  them.     Nothing  was 

■ttd  to  Mr.  Warren  and  Mary,  however,  who 

irere  permitted  to  go  into  the  meeting-house, 

nunolested ;  but  two  of  these  disguised  gentry 

ihced  themselves  before  me,  laying  their  rifles 

icrofle  my  path,  and  completely  intercepting  my 

dTmnce. 

"Who  you?**  abruptly  demanded  one  of  the 
iro ; — "where  go — where  come  from?" 
The  answer  was  ready,  and  I  trust  it  was 
jffidently  steady. 
"  I  ooomes  from  Charmany,  and  I  goes  into 
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der  kcrch,  as  dey  say  in  mine  oooniiy;  trbit 
might  be  callet  meetin -'us,  hereJ* 

^VTiat  might  have  followed  it  is  notetfjio 
say,  had  not  the  loud,  declamatory  yoioe  rf  tk 
lecturer  just  then  been  heard,  as  he  oommeDfitl 
his  address.  This  appeared  to  be  a  ngnil  f^ 
the  tribe  to  make  some  movement,  forthetin^ 
fellows  who  liad  stopped  me,  walked  nlendj 
away,  though  bag  of  calico  went  to  hag  of 
calico,  as  they  trotted  off  together, 
communicating  to  each  other  their 
I  took  advantage  of  the  opening,  and  ptH^ 
into  the  church,  where  I  worked  my  w»y 
through  the  throng,  and  got  a  seat  at  b? 
uncle's  side. 

I  have  neither  time,  room,  nor  incUnatioD  to 
give  anything  like  an  analysia  of  the  lectfli^ 
The  speaker  was  fluent,  inflated,  and  vxyiUft 
but  logical.  Not  only  did  he  contradict  UbmoK 
but  he  contradicted  the  laws  of  natura  Tb 
intelligent  reader  will  not  require  to  be  10* 
minded  of  the  general  charact^  of  a  speeek 
that  was  addressed  to  the  passionB  and  intend 
of  such  an  audience,  rather  than  to  their  iWRHi* 
He  commented,  at  first,  on  the  portiookr  00*^ 
nants  of  the  leases  on  the  old  estates  of  ^ 
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y  alluding  to  the  quarter-sales,  chickens, 
workf  and  durable  tenures,  in  the  cus- 
'  way.  The  reservation  of  the  mines, 
IS  mentioned  as  a  tyrannical  covenant, 
I7  as  if  a  landlord  were  obliged  to  convey 
)re  of  the  rights  that  were  vested  in  hira, 
le  saw  fit;  or  the  tenant  could  justly 
more  than  he  had  hired!  This  man 
all  these  branches  of  the  subject,  as  if 
oants  had  acquired  certain  mysterious 
ts  by  time  and  occupation,  overlooking 
i;  that  the  one  party  got  just  as  good  a 
9  the  other  by  this  process;  the  lease 
the  instrument  between  them,  that  was 
;  to  be  venerable.  If  one  party  grew  old 
enant,  so  did  the  other  as  a  landlord.  I 
t  that  this  lecturer  woidd  have  been 
>  confine  himself  to  the  Manor  leases, 
dng  the  particular  branch  of  the  subject 
been  accustomed  to  treat ;  but  such  was 
e  precise  nature  of  the  job  he  was  now 
'ed  to  execute.  At  Bavensnest  he  could 
Irish  the  feudal  grievance  of  the  quarter- 
he  "four  fat  fowls,"  the  "days'  works," 
i  length  of  the  leases.  Here  it  was  clearly 
to  say  nothing  of  the  three  first,  and  to 
in  of  the  shortness  of  the  leases,  as  mine 


136  ravensnest; 

were  about  to  fall  in,  in  considerable  numbeni 
Finding  it  was  necessary  to  take  new  ground, 
he  detennined  it  should  be  bold  gTound,  vA 
such  as  would  ^ve  him  the  least  trouble  to  get 
along  with. 

As  soon  as  the  lecturer  had  got  through  with 
his  general  heads,  and  felt  the  necessity  of 
coming  down  to  particulars,  he  opened  upon  the 
family  of  Littlepage,  in  a  very  dedantttofT 
way.  WTiat  had  they  ever  done  for  the  country, 
he  demanded,  that  t/iey  should  be  lords  in  the 
land  ?  By  some  process  known  to  himself  he 
had  converted  landlords  into  lords  in  the  hsA 
and  was  now  aiming  to  make  the  tenants  oc- 
cupy the  latter  station — nay,  both  stations.  Of 
course,  some  services  of  a  public  character,  ef 
which  the  Littlepages  might  boast,  were  nflt 
touched  upon  at  all,  everything  of  that  natntt 
being  compressed  into  what  the  lecturer  and  hii 
audience  deemed  ser\'ing  the  people,  by  he^jiiC 
to  indulge  them  in  all  their  desires,  howevcf 
rapacious  or  wicked.  As  everybody  who  kno** 
anything  of  the  actual  state  of  matters  amoiC 
us,  must  be  aware  how  rarely  the  **peopv 
hear  the  truth,  when  their  own  power  iv 
interests  are  in  question,  it  is  not  sorpritfC 
that  a  very  shallow  reasoner  was  enaUed  to 
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^ool  over  the  eyes  of  the  audience  of 
^^'^SQest  on  that  particular  subject. 
^^  my  interest  was  most  awakened  when 
I  man  came  to  speak  of  myself.  It  is  not 
n  that  a  man  enjoys  the  same  opportunity 
lat  I  then  possessed  to  hear  his  own  charac- 
lelineatedy  and  his  most  private  motives 
sed.  In  the  first  place^  the  audience  were 
that  this  "yoimg  Hugh  Littlepage  had 

done  anjrthing  for  the  land  that  he 
ly,  and  like  a  great  Eurcpean  noble,  he 
lis  ^  estate.'  Most  of  you,  fellow-citizens, 
low  your  hard  hands,  and  recall  the  bum- 
uns  under  which  you  have  opened  the 
1,  through  those  then  lovely  meadows 
r,  as  your  titles  to  these  farms.  But, 
.  Littlepage  never  did  a  day's  work  in  his 
-ten  minutes  before  he  had  been  com- 
Dg  of  the   ''days'  work**  in  the  Manor 

as  indignities  that  a  freeman  ought  not 
imit  to— "no,  fellow-citizens,  he  never  had 
Kmour,  and  never  will  have  it,  until  by  a 
Svision  of  his  property,  or  what  he  now 
lis  property,  you  reduce  him  to  the  neces- 
fkbouring  to  raise  the  crops  he  wants  to 
ne." 
There  10  this  Hugh  Littlepage  at  this 
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very  moment?  In  Parie,  squandering 
hard  earnings  in  riotous  living,  according  • 
best  standards  of  aristocracy.  He  lives  i 
midst  of  abundance,  dresses  richly  and  & 
richly,  while  you  and  yours  are  eating  the  bw 
of  your  brows.  He  is  no  nmn  for  a  pew 
spoon  and  two-pronged  fork!  No,  my  ca 
trymcnl  He  must  have  a  gold  spoon 
some  of  his  dishes,  and  you  will  find  it  bar 
believe — ^plain,  unpretending,  republicanfam 
as  you  are,  but  it  is  not  the  less  true — he  n 
have  forks  of  Bilter !  Fellow-citizens,  H 
Littlcpage  would  not  put  his  knife  into 
mouth,  as  you  and  I  do,  in  eating— as  all  p 
unpretending  republicans  do— for  the  worU 
would  choke  him ;  no,  he  keeps  silver  fork 
touch  his  anointed  lipsT  Here  there  w« 
attempt  to  get  up  something  like  applause, 
it  totally  failed.  The  men  of  Ravensnest 
been  accustomed  all  their  lives  to  see  the  Li 
pages  in  the  social  station  they  occupied ; 
after  all,  it  did  not  seem  so  veiy  extraorcC 
that  we  should  have  silver  forks,  any  more 
that  others  should  have  silver  spoona. 
lecturer  had  the  tact  to  see  that  he  had  fiul< 
this  point,  and  he  turned  to  another. 
The  next  onset  was  made  against  oar 
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e  did  it  come  ?  demanded  the  lectmrer. 
he  king  of  England ;  and  the  people  had 
red  the  country  from  that  sovereignj  and 
maelves  in  hie  place.  Now,  is  it  not 
principle  in  politics,  that  to  the  victors 
the  spoils?  He  belieyed  it  was;  and 
conquering  America,  he  was  of  opinion 
!  people  of  America  had  conquered  the 
d  that  they  had  a  right  to  take  the  land, 
keep  it.  Titles  from  kings  he  did  not 
much;  and  he  believed  the  American 
generally,  did  not  think  much  of  them, 
i  Littlepage  wished  an  "  estate,"  as  he 
,  kt  him  come  to  the  people  and  "sarve 
nd  see  what  sort  of  an  estate  they  would 

there  was  one  portion  of  his  speech 
ras  so  remarkable,  that  I  must  attempt 
it,  as  it  was  uttered.  It  was  while  the 
was  expatiating  on  this  subject  of 
that  he .  broke  out  in  the  following 
e :— "  Don't  talk  to  me,"  he  bellowed— 
his  time  his  voice  had  risen  to  the  pitch 
ethodist*s,  in  a  camp-meeting — "  Don't 
me  of  antiquity,  and  time,  and  length 
ssion,  as  things  to  be  respected.  They're 
i'  —  jest  nawthin'  at  all.     Possession's 
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good  in  law,  I'll  admit;  and  I  contind 
jest  what  the  tenants  hajs.  ThejVe  g 
lawful  possession  of  this  very  property 
lajeth  (not  eggs,  but)  up  and  down,  & 
near,  and  all  around;  a  rich  and  goodlj 
tage,  when  divided  up  among  hard-workin 
honest  folks ;  but  too  much,  by  tens  of 
sands  of  acres,  for  a  young  chap,  who  is  w) 
his  substance  in  foreign  lands,  to  hold  ] 
tind  that  the  tenants  has  this  very,  pi 
lawful,  possession,  at  this  blessed  moment, 
the  law  won't  let  'em  enj'y  it.  It's  all  owi 
that  accursed  law,  that  the  tenant  can't  8 
a  title  ag'in  his  landlord.  You  see  by  tU 
fact,  fellow-citizens,  that  they  are  a  privi 
class,  and  ought  to  be  brought  down  t 
level  of  gin'ral  humanity.  You  can  set  q] 
agi'n  anybody  else,  but  you  shan't  set  up 
ag'in  a  landlord.  I  know  what  is  sud  i 
primisis,"  shaking  his  head,  in  derision  c 
arguments  on  the  other  side  of  this  part 
point ;  "  I  know  that  circumstances  alter 
I  can  see  the  hardship  of  one  neighbour^a 
ing  to  another,  and  asking  to  borrow  or  hi 
horse  for  a  day,  and  then  pretendin'  U 
him  on  some  other  ketch.  But  horsef 
land;  you  must  all  allow  tiiat.     tfo;,  if 
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md,  the  case  would  be  altered.  Land  is 
iment,  and  so  is  fire^  and  so  is  water^  and 
air.  Now,  who  will  say  that  a  freeman 
I;  a  right  to  air,  hasn't  a  right  to  water, 
\m  the  same  process,  hasn't  a  right  to  land  ? 
\asj  fellow- citizens — he  heis.  These  are 
are  called  in  philosophy  elementary 
i;  which  is  the  same  thing  as  a  right  to 
lements,  of  which  land  is  one,  and  a  prin- 
one.  I  say  a  principal  one  ;  for,  if  there 
ID  land  to  stand  on,  we  should  drop  away 
air,  and  couldn't  enj'y  that ;  we  should  lose 
ir  water  in  vapour,  and  couldn't  put  it  to 
i'  and  manafacterin'  purposes ;  and  where 
1  we  build  our  fires  ?  No ;  land  is  the^r^^ 
sntary  right,  and  connected  with  it  comes 
rat  and  most  sacred  right  to  the  elements. 
[  do  not  altogether  disregard  antiquity, 
cr.  No ;  I  respect  and  revere  pre-emption 
8 ;  for  they  fortify  and  sustain  the  right  to 
lements.  Now,  I  do  not  condemn  squattin'. 
He  docs.  It's  actin'  accordin'  to  natur',  and 
'*  10  right  I  respect  and  venerate  a  squat- 
possession  ;  for  it's  held  under  the  sacred 
iple  of  usefulness.  It  says,  '  go  and  make 
ildemess  blossom  as  the  rose,'  and  means 
That's  an  antiquity  I  respect.    I 
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respect  the  antiquity  of  yonr  possessio 
as  tenants ;  for  it  is  a  bard-working  an 
antiquity — ^an  antiquity  that  increases  \ 
tiplies.  If  it  be  said  that  Hugh  Lit 
ancestors — your  noble  has  his  *  ancesto 
us  ^  common  folks'  arc  satisfied  with  for« 
— [this  hit  took  with  a  great  many 
raising  a  very  general  laugh] — "bu 
Hugh's  ancestors  did  pay  any  thing  for 
if  I  was  you,  fellow-citizens^  I'd  be 
and  let  him  have  it  back  ag'in.  Pei 
forefathers  gave  a  cent  an  acre  to  th< 
may  be,  two ;  or  say  sixpence,  if  you 
let  him  have  his  sixpence  an  acre  bai 
by  way  of  shutting  his  mouth.  No; 
nawthin'  that's  ungin'rous." 

"Fellow-citizens,  I  profess  to  be  wha 
a  Democrat.  I  know  that  many  of  you  l 
called  Whigs — but  I  apprehend  there  is 
difference  between  us  on  the  subject  of  th 
of  leasing  land.  We  are  all  republic 
leasing  farms  is  anti-republican.  Thei 
to  be  liberal  even  to  them  I  conmioni 
at  elections,  and  I  will  freely  admits 
the  whull,  the  Whigs  have  rather  on 
Democrats,  on  the  subject  of  tlus  anti 
I  am  sorry  to  be  obliged  to  own  in  it,  bu 
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S8sed  tbat»  while  in  the  way  of  governorsy 
isn't  been  much  difference — je&,  put  'em 
1^  and  shake  'em  up,  and  you'd  hardly 
hich  would  come  out  first — whici)  has 
nself  the  most  immortal  honour,  which 
iwn  himself  the  most  comprehensive, 
d,  and  safe  statesman ;  I  know  that  some 
people  complain  of  the  governors  for 
I  out  troops  ag*in  the  Injins,  but  they 
ot  help  that — they  wouldn't  have  done 
Y  judgment,  had  there  been  any  way  of 
round  it ;  but  the  law  was  too  strong 
1,  so  they  druv'  in  the  Injins,  and  now 
in  us  in  putting  down  aristocracy,  and 
Qg  up  gin'ral  humanity.  No;  I  don't 
.  the  governors,  though  many  doos.*' 
t  I  profess  to  be  a  Democrat,  and  I'll 
outline  of  my  principles,  that  all  may 
'  they  can't,  and  don't,  and  never  will 
ith  aristocracy  or  nobility,  in  any  form 
3.  I  believe  one  man  is  as  good  as  an- 
1  all  things.  Neither  birth,  nor  law,  nor 
Dy  nor  riches,  nor  poverty,  nor  any  thing 
1  ever  make  any  diiFerence  in  this  prin- 
faich  is  sacred,  and  fundamental,  and  is 
f  stone  of  the  comer  in  true  Democracy. 
a  is  as  good  as  another,  I  say,  and  has 
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just  the  same  right  to  the  enjoyment  of 
and  its  privileges,  as  any  other  man.  I 
the  majority  ought  to  rule  in  all  things,  vju 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  minority  to  submit 
Tve  had  this  here  sentiment  thrown  back 
me,  in  some  places  where  I  have  spoken, 
been  asked,  *  How  is  this — the  majority  : 
rule,  and  the  minority  must  submit — ^in 
\a5C,  the  minority  isn't  as  good  as  the  maj< 
11  practice,  and  hasn't  the  same  right  1 
u'c  made  to  own  what  they  think  ought  no 
be  done?'  The  answer  to  this  is  so  pbu 
wonder  a  sensible  man  can  ask  the  question; 
ill  the  minority  has  to  do  is  to  join  tbe 
joiity,  to  have  things  as  they  want  'cm. 
road  is  free,  and  it  is  this  open  road  that  m 
true  liberty.  Any  man  can  fall  in  with 
majority,  and  sensible  folks  commonly  do,  i 
they  can  find  it,  and  that  makes  a  person 
only  a  man,  as  the  saying  is,  but  a  frebxa: 
still  more  honourable  title." 

^^Fellow-citizens,  a  great  movement  i 
progress,  ^  Go  ahead  I'  is  the  cry,  and  the  m 
is  onward ;  our  thoughts  already  fly  aboo 
the  wings  of  the  lightning,  and  our  bo^es  b 
but  little  slower,  on  the  vapour  of  steam-H 
our  principles  will  rush  ahead  of  all,  and  k 
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he  radiance  of  a  glorious  day  of  universal 
reform,  and  loveliness,  and  virtue  and  charity, 
wben  the  odious  sound  of  rent  will  never  be 
lieaid,  when  every  man  will  set  down  imder  his 
own  apple,  or  cherry  tree,  if  not  under  his  own 
%tree. 

''I  am  a  Democrat,  —  yes,  a    Democrat. 

Glorious  appellation  I  I  delight  in  it !  it  is  my 

fride,  my  boast,  my  very  virtue.     Let  but  the 

pec^le  truly  rule,   and   all   must  come   well. 

The  people  has  no  temptation  to  do  wrong.     If 

(key  hurt  the  state,  they  hurt  themselves,  for 

Aey  are   the  state.     Is  a  man  likely  to  hurt 

tinuelf?    Equxdity  is  my   axiom.      Nor,   by 

«liiality,  do  I  mean  your  narrow,  pitiful  equality 

kfere  the  law,  as  it  is  sometimes  tarmed,  for 

Alt  may  be  no  equality  at  all ;  but,  I  mean  an 

ifiudity  that  is  substantial,  and  wliich  must  be 

Mored,   when  the   working   of  the  law  .has 

^enrnged  it.     Fellow-citizens,  do  you  know 

vhit  leap-year  means?     I  dare  say  some  of 

Jm  don'ty  the  ladies  in  particlar  not  giving 

■ttA  attention  to  astronomy.     Well,  I  have 

■qmred,  and  it  is  this: — The  'arth  revolves 

*oviid  the  sun  in  a  year,  as  we  all  know.    And 

^coont  three  hundred  and  sixty-five  days  in 

^  year,  we  all  know.    But,  the  'arth  is  a  few 
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hours  longer  than  three  hnndrcd  and  sb 
days,  in  making  its  circuit — nearly  six 
longer.  Now,  every  body  knows  tlij 
times  six  makes  twenty-four,  and  so  a  t 
ninth  day  is  put  into  Februar}'  every 
year,  to  restore  the  lost  time ;  another 
being  to  be  made  a  long  distance  ahead  t 
the  fractions.  Thus  will  it  be  with  Deni 
Human  natur'  can't  devise  laws  yet,  tl 
keep  all  things  on  an  exactly  equal  footii 
political  lca|>-ycars  must  be  introduced  i 
political  calendar,  to  restore  the  equil 
In  astronomy,  we  must  divide  up  an 
hours  and  minutes ;  in  humanity,  we  mu 
time  to  time,  divide  up  the  land." 

But  I  canuot  follow  this  inflated  fo 
longer ;  for  he  was  quite  as  much  of  fo< 
knave,  though  partaking  largely  of  the 
character.  It  was  plain  that  he  carried 
of  his  notions  much  farther  than  a  good  ] 
of  his  audience  carried  theirs ;  though, 
ever  he  touched  upon  anti-rentism,  he 
chord  that  vibrated  through  the  whole  as& 
That  the  tenants  ought  to  own  their  faro 
pay  no  more  rents,  and  pocket  all  the 

FITS  OF  their  own  PREVIOUS  LABOURS^  T 
THESE   LABOURS   HAD  BEEN   CONSIDERED, 
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^^lUER  RENTS,  AND  WERE,  INDEED,  STILL  CON- 
IlttlED    IN     THE    LOW    RATES  AT   WHICH    THE 

AM»  WEBS   LET,   was  a   doctrine  dl  could 

oderetand;   and  few  were  they,  I  am  sorry 

»  My,  who  did  not  betray  how  much   self- 

ve  and  self-interest  had  obscured  the  sense 

right 

The  lecture,  such  as  it  was,  lasted  more  than 

0  hours;  and  when  it  was  done,  an  indi- 
hud  rose,  in  the  character  of  chairman — 
len  did  three  Americans  ever  get  together  to 
CUBS  anything,  that  they  had  not  a  chairman 

1  secretary,  and  all  the  parliamentary  forms? — 
1  invited  any  one  present,  who  might  enter- 
D  views  different  from  the  speaker,  to  give 

opinion.  Never  before  did  I  feel  so  tempted 
ipeak  in  public  My  first  impulse  was  to 
xm  away  the  wig,  and  come  out  in  my  own 
!BOD,  and  expose  the  shallow  trash  that  had 
t  been  uttered.  I  believe  even  I,  unaccus- 
Bed  18  I  was  to  public  speaking,  could  easily 
re  done  this,  and  I  whispered  as  much  to  my 
ie,  who  was  actually  on  his  feet  to  perform 

iffce  for  me,  when  the  sound  of  ^'Mr. 

liraum,"  from  a  different  part  of  the  church 

dpited  Um.    Looking  round,  I  recognised 

noe  the  fiice  of  the  intelligent  mechanic, 

h2 
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named  Hall,  whom  we  had  met  at  MoQBa 
on  our  way  to  the  Nest.  I  too^  my  aei 
once,  perfectly  satisfied  th^it  the  sabjeeti 
good  hands. 

This  speaker  commenced  with  great  i 
ration,  both  of  manner  and  tone,  aiid,  ii 
he  preserved  them  throughout.  £Bb  uttfl 
accent  and  language,  of  oourse^  were  all 
tured  by  his  habits  and  associalions;  h 
good  sense  and  his  good  principles  were  e 
gifts  from  above.  More  of  the  ^Irae. 
of  his  Maker"  was  to  be  found. in  that  on 
vidual  than  existed  in  fifty  common  men. 
saw  clearly,  spoke  clearly,  and  demoBi 
effectively.  As  he  was  well  known  in  lb 
nity  and  generally  respected,  he  was  liile 
with  profound  attention,  and  spoke  Uke 
who  stood  in  no  dread  of  tar  and  feadifla. 
the  same  sentiments  been  deliyeced  faj  oi 
fine  coat,  and  a  stranger,  or  even  faj  I 
who  had  so  much  at  stake,  very  musj  cl 
would  have  been  incontinently  set  dowaa 
tocratic,  and  not  to  be  tolerated,  the  wot 
mated  lover  of  equality  occaBioiuJly  ftlb 
these  little  contradictions. 

Hall  commenced  by  reminding  die  m 
timt  they  all  knew  him,  and  knew  ke  i 
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rd.  He  was  a  mechanic,  and  a  labouring 
like  most  of  themselves,  and  had  no 
$t  that  could  be  separate  from  the  general 
of  society.  This  opening  was  a  little 
e  to  prejudice,  since  reason  is  reason,  and 
right,  let  them  come  whence  they  will. 
,  am  a  democrat,"  he  went  on  to  say,  "but 
»t  understand  democracy  to  mean  anything 
at  which  has  been  described  by  the  last 
r.  I  tell  that  gentleman  plainly,  that  if 
Si  democrat,  I  am  none ;  and  if  I  am  a 
pat,  he  is  none.  By  democracy  I  under- 
a  government  in  which  the  sovereign 
resides  in  the  body  of  the  nation;  and 
a  few,  or  in  one.  But  this  principle  no 
lives  the  body  of  the  people  authority  to  act 
,  than  in  a  monarchy,  in  which  the  sovc- 
power  resides  in  one  man,  that  one  man 
right  to  act  wrong.  By  equality,  I  do 
nderstand  anything  mora  than  equality 
:  the  law  — now,  if  the  law  had  said  that 
the  late  Malbone  Littlepage  died,  his 
should  go,  not  to  his  next  of  kin,  or  to  his 
e,  but  to  his  neighbours,  then  that  would 
been  the  law  to  be  obeyed,  although  it 
be  a  law  destructive  of  civilization,  since 
roold  never  accumulate  property  to  go  to 
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the  public.  Sometliing  nearer  home  is  n 
to  make  men  work,  and  deny  thcmselv 
thev  like. 

"  The  gentleman  has  told  us  of  a 
political  leap-year  that  is  to  regulate  tl 
calendar.  I  understand  him  to  mean  th 
proj>erty  has  got  to  be  unequal,  it  r 
divided  up.  in  order  that  men  may  mak 
start.  I  fear  he  will  have  to  dispense  w; 
years,  and  come  to  leap  months,  or  leaj 
ay.  or  even  to  leap  days;  for,  was  the  j 
of  this  township  divided  up  this  very  r 
and  in  this  meetin -us,  it  would  get  t( 
equal  before  night.  Some  folks  car 
money  when  they  have  it;  and  othe 
keep  their  hands  off  it. 

''  Then,  again,  if  Hugh  LittlepageV  ] 
is  to  be  divided,  the  property  of  all  o 
Littlepage's  neighbours  ought  to  be  divi 
to  make  even  an  a/jpearance  of  equality; 
it  would  be  but  an  appearance  of  c 
admitting  that  were  done,  since  Hugh 
page  has  more  than  all  the  rest  of  the  t< 
together.  Yes,  fellow-citizens,  Hugh  Li 
pays,  at  this  moment,  one-twentieth 
taxes  of  this  whole  county.  That  is  a 
proportion  of  Ravensnest;    and    that 
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wKty,  comes  out  of  his  pockets,  as  much  the 
{tester  part  of  the  taxes  of  Rensselaer  and 
Albany  counties,  if  you  will  except  the  cities 
tkj  contain,  are  paid  by  the  Rensselaers.  It 
viu't  do  to  tell  me  the  tenants  pay  the  taxes, 
fcr  I  know  better.  We  all  know  that  the  pro- 
Uble  amount  of  the  taxes  is  estimated  in  the 
oi^al  bargain,  and  is  so  much  deducted  frpm 
the  rent,  and  comes  out  of  the  landlord  if  it 
-  eome  out  of  anybody.  There  is  a  good  reason 
why  the  tenant  should  pay  it,  and  a  reason  that 
t   B  altogether  in  his  interest;  because  the  law 

Ivoald  make  his  oxen,  and  horses,   and  carts 
Gable  for  the  taxes,  should  the  landlord  neglect 
to  pay  the  taxes.      The  collector  always  sells 
¥    personals  for  a  tax,  if  he  can  find  them  on  the 
property;  and  by  deducting  it  from  the  rent, 
tnd  paying  it  himself,  the  tenant  makes  him- 
idlf  secure  against  that  loss.     To  say  that  a 
tenaat  don't  take  any  account  of  the  taxes  he 
will  be  likely  to  pay,  in  making  his  bargain,  is 
« if  one  should  say  he  is  non  com.  and  not  fit 
to  be  trusted  with  his  own  affiiirs.     There  are 
uen,  in  this  community,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  who 
wish  a  law  passed  to  tax  the  rents  on  durable 
kuea,  or  on  all  leases,  in  order  to  choke  the 
hadloida.  off  from  their  claims,  but  such  men 
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are  true  friends  to  neither  justice  nor  tncir 
country.     Such  a  law  would  be  a  tax  on  the 
incomes  of  a  particular  class  of  society,  and  on 
no  other.      It  is  a  law  that  would  justify  4c 
aggrieved  parties  in  taking  up  arms  to  resist  it, 
unless  the  law  would  give  'em  relief,  as  I  rather 
think  it  would.      By  removing  into  another 
State,  however,  they  would  escape  the  tax  com- 
pletely, laugh  at  those  who  framed  it,  who  wouM 
incur  the  odium  of  doing  an  impotent  wrong, 
and  get  laughed  at  as  well  as  despised,  besidca 
injuring  the  State  by  drawing  away  its  money 
to  be  spent  out  of  its  limits.     Think,  for  one 
moment,  of  the  impression  that  would  be  made 
of  New  York  justice,  if  a   hundred    citizens 
of  note  and  standing  were  to  be  found  living  m 
Piiihidelphia  or  Paris,  and  circulating  to  the 
world  the  report  that  they  were  exiles  to  escape 
a  special  taxation !    The  more  the  matter  was  in- 
quired into,  the  worse  it  must  appear ;  for  men 
may  say  what  they  please,  to  be  ready  ag'in  elec- 
tion time,  as  there  is  but  one  piece,  or  parcel  oC 
property  to  tax,  it  is  an  income  tax,  and  nothing 
else.     What  makes  the  matter  still  worse  is* 
that  every  man  of  sense  will  know  that  it  is 
taxing  the  same  person  twice,  substantially  for 
the  same  thing,  since  the  landlord  has  the  direct 
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"^^1  tax  deducted  from  the  rent  m  the  original 


**  As  for  all  this  cry  about  aristocracy,  I  don't 

^Ki^tand  it.      Hugh  Littlepage  has  just  as 

S^  a  right  to  his  ways  as  I  have  to  mine. 

xIk  gentleman  says  he  needs  gold  spoons  and 

«3?er  forks  to  eat  with.     Well,  what  of  that  ? 

I  due  say  the  gentleman  himself  finds  a  steel 

halt  and  fork  useful,  and  has  no  objection  to  a 

•ilver,  or,  at  least,  to  a  pewter  spoon.     Now, 

tliere  are  folks  that  use  wooden  forks,  or  no  forks, 

md  who  are  glad  to  get  horn  spoons ;    and  ^^y 

ni^t  call  that  gentleman  himself  an  aristocrat. 

This  setting  of  ourselves  up  as  the  standard  in 

iD  things  is  any  thing  but  liberty.     If  I  don't 

like  to  eat  my  dinner  with  a  man  who  uses 

t  diver  fork,  no  man  in  this  country  can  compel 

me.    On  the  other  hand,  if  young  Mr.  Little- 

pige  don't  like  a  companion  who  chews  tobacco, 

as  I  do,  he  ought  to  be  left  to  follow   his 

own  inclination. 

"  Then,  this  doctrine  that  one  man's  as  good 
as  another  has  got  two  sides  to  it.  One  man 
ought  to  have  the  same  general  rights  as  another, 
I  am  ready  to  allow ;  but  if  one  man  is  as  ffood 
as  aaother,  why  do  we  have  the  trouble  and 
coBt  of  elections?  We  might  draw  lots,  as 
u  3 
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we  do  for  jurors^  and  save  a  good  deal  of  the 
and  money.  We  all  know  there  is  ch7oe  in 
men,  and  I  think  that  so  long  as  the  people 
have  their  ch'ice  in  sayin'  who  shall  and  wbo 
shall  not  be  their  agents,  they've  got  all  tbfiy 
have  any  right  to.  So  long  as  tliis  is  done,  tbc 
rest  of  the  world  may  be  left  to  follow  thrir 
own  ways,  provided  they  obey  the  laws. 

"  Then,  I  am  no  great  admirer  of  them  tW 
are  always  telling   the  people  they're  parfect. 
I  know  this  county  pretty  weU,  as  well  as  nwrt 
in  it ;  and  if  there  be  a  parfect  man  in  Waat 
ington  county,  I  have  not  yet  fallen  in  witk 
him.      Ten   millions  of  imparfect   men  wont 
make  one  parfect  man,  and  so  1  don't  look  foe 
I)erfection   in    the  people  any  more  than  I  d< 
in  princes.      All  I  look  for  in  democracy  i 
to  keep  the  reins  in    so  many  hands  as  t 
prevent  a  few  from  turning  everything  to  thei 
own    accoimt;    still,   we  mustn't  forget  tha 
when  a  great  many  do  go  wrong,  it  is  muc 
worse  than  when  a  few  go  wrong. 

^'  If  my  son  didn't  inherit  the  property  < 
Malbone  Littlepage,  neither  will  Malboi 
Littlepage's  son  inherit  mine.  We  are  on 
footing  in  that  respect-  Ajb  to  paying  reo 
which  some  persons  think  so  hard,  what  woul 
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y  do  If  they  had  no  house  to  live  in,  or 
tn  to  work?  If  folks  wish  to  purchase 
1968  and  farms,  no  one  can  prevent  them 
hey  have  money  to  do  it  with ;  and  if  they 
e  not,  is  it  expected  other  people  are  to 
vide  them  with  such  things   out  of  their 

lere  the  speaker  was  interrupted  by  a 
Jen  whooping,  and  the  Injins  came  pressing 
» the  house  in  a  way  to  drive  all  in  the  aisles 
ire  them.  Men,  women,  and  children  leaped 
I  the  windows,  the  distance  being  trifling, 
e  others  made  their  escape  by  the  two  side- 
s' the  Injins  coming  in  only  by  the  main 
mce.  In  less  time  than  it  takes  to  record 
icty  the  audience  had  nearly  all  dispersed. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

"  And  yet  it  is  eaid,— Labour  is  thy  Tocation : 
which  is  as  much  as  to  aay, — ^let  the  magistrates  be 
labouring  men ;  and  therefore  should  we  be  magis- 
trates." 

Euro  HsKBT  VI. 

In  a  minute  or  two  the  tumult  ceased,  and  a 
singular  scene  presented  itself.      The  church 
had  four  separate  groups  or  parties  left  in  H^ 
besides  the  Injins,  who  crowded  the  main  aisle^ 
The   chairman,   secretary,   two   ministers  and 
lecturer,  remained  perfectly  tranquil  in  their 
seats,  probably  understanding  quite  well  thy 
had  nothing  to  fear  from  the  intruders.    Mr, 
Warren   and   Mary  were   in   another  comer, 
under  the  gallery,  he  having  disdained  flight* 
and  prudently  kept  his  daughter  at  his  oA^ 
My  uncle  and  myself  were  the  pendants  of  the 
two  last  named,  occupying  the  opposite  comei) 
also  under  the  gallery.     Mr.  Hall,  and  two  of 
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tbree  friends  who  stuck  by  him,  were  in  a  pew 
near  the  wall,  but  about  half  way  down  the 
church,  the  former  erect  on  a  seat,  where  he 
had  placed  himself  to  speak. 

**  Proceed  with   your  remarks,   sir,"   coolly 

observed  the  chairman,  who  was  one  of  those 

paradoxical  anti-renters  who  has  nothing  to  do 

with  the  Injins,   though  he   knew   all   about 

them,  and,  as  I  have  been  told,  was  actually 

foremost  in  collecting  and  disbursing  their  pay. 

At  this  instant  Seneca  Newcome  sneaked  in  at 

a  nde  door,  keeping  as  far  as   possible  from 

tbc  "disguised  and  armed,"   but   curious  to 

Moertain  what  would  come  next. 

As  for  Hall,  he  behaved  with  admirable  self- 
posession.  He  probably  knew  that  his  former 
•nitors  were  collecting  under  the  windows, 
•d  by  raising  his  voice  he  would  be  easily 
wd.  At  all  events,  he  did  elevate  his  voice, 
^  went  on  as  if  nothing  had  happened. 

"  I  was  about  to  say  a  word,  Mr.  Chairman, 
*  tlie  natur'  of  the  two  qualities  that  have,  to 
^  at  least,  seemed  uppermost  in  the  lecturer's 
^fooment" — yes,  this  sensible,  well-principled 
flMn  actually  used  that  detestable  sound,  just 
11 1  have  written  it,  calling  *  argument'  '  argoo- 
oent' — what  a  pity  it  is  that  so  little  attention 


ir  -:a..ii  T-  ziiz  "s-firx  £pk  principles  of  qwioBg 
ne  aiTTiie-:  "^-f-  ii  i^  cc^mur,  the  comnWB 
>:2i.«  is>  zc  rti'i-  h-:iz^  s>?re  lann  duun  they  do 
r  •  •!  -z  u-r  rifren — -  that  faa^e,  to  me,  it 
•ri?r.  -ttoin-i  :i.7«rs>:ec  in  the  kctmer s  ugfi' 
iLun-^  i:i«i  tinj  j^re  S>i  ihc«se  that  GodliBBflcif 
nt?  "yi-vfi  k^  :c  =*:•  rrtai  importance  to  off 

I  *•  li-:  -i^^tx*  Hf  lue  •xvunanded  im  not  to 
>*:i^  Liii  ir  ij^  rt'CLZDaDded  ns  not  toeovvt 
.;j-  T'iiiTiTi.izr'r  r:«'»i?:  riK>irf  sufficient  tint  At 
7i>^s?;«  c  c  Tir.'T^rrr  i«  sanctioned  by  4^ 
ii:2i  rr=",  LZfi  tii:  h  i*  endowed  withaoeiti* 
sl-.:t  -7  . •:  tc-ItLI--^-  Xow  for  the  appGo^ 
~*>:hTO:  as  to  lenses  in  ezntcM 


-  V 


J     ->. 


:^*rx-;i?<-  :iif  Sritc  caa't  impur  a  contiaet  A 
rr^u:  3^ul  i^  f^i  iKxit  this  govenunent'sbdvf 
:^f  .:  Tih-  Tn«:cC^-  and  that  the  people  oaglit^ 
i*:  J<^  :izT  ri*?«c.  Xow.  Fm  a  pUn  man^  «■ 
JLT.-.  nl'sir::^  lo*  {4ain  men.  and  mean  to  tift 
yCjt-- >.  Tba:  :his  is  a  goTenunent  of  the  pe^ 
:\>c\  'rniT;;^  Jb  ikflxvnov.  or  beennae  Ae  i0V^ 
nr'cr.  yovcr.  in  the  last  resort,  reaideimAi 
'rvx:v  .>:  she  }>eople«  is  true;  but  that  An  h  • 
^.  vcmnsirii:  of*  the  pecf)le,  in  the  naiannB  wf 
ruMaxxi.  or  as  too  many  of  the  people  Ai^ 
j^'^hres  ondei^taxMl  it,  is  not  tnw.     TUs  voT 
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resty  aboat  which  there  is  so  much  commo- 
or  the  right  to  interfere  with  contracts,  is 
^jond  the  people  of  the  State,  by  a  clause 
;  constitution  of  the  United  States.  Now, 
>nstitution  of  the  United  States  might  be 
d,  making  another  provision  saying  that 
)tate  shall  ever  pass  any  law  to  do  away 
the  existence  of  durable  leases,*  and  every 
woman  and  child  in  New  York  be  op- 
to  such  a  change,  but  they  would  have  to 
»w  it.  Come,  let  us  see  what  figures  will 
Ihere  are  twenty-seven  States  in  actual 
nee,  and  soon  will  be  thirty.  I  don't 
►n  which  number  you  calculate ;  say  thirty, 
I  please,  as  that  is  likely  to  be  the  number 
5  the  constitution  could  be  altered.  Well, 
y-three  of  these  States  can  put  a  clause 
he  constitution,  saying  you  shan't  meddle 
leases.  This  might  leave  the  seven  most 
ar  States,  with  every  voter,  opposed  to 
hange.  I've  made  a  calculation,  and  find 
the  seven  most  populous  States  had  in 
and  I  find  that  more  than  half  of  all  the 
ation  of  the  country  is  contained  in  them 
States,  which  can  be  made  to  submit  to  a 
ity.  Nor  is  this  all;  the  alteration  may 
nried  by  only  one  vote  in  each  of  the 
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twenty-three  States,  and^  deducting  these  from 
the  electors  in  the  seven  dissenting  States^  70a 
might  have  a  constitutional  change  made  in  the 
country  agsunst  a  majority  of  say  two  millionil 
It  follows  that  the  people,  in  the  oommn 
meaning,  are  not  as  omnipotent  as  some  n^ 
pose.  There's  something  stronger  than  dK 
people,  after  all,  and  that's  principles;  and  if 

we  go  to  work  to  tear  to  pieces  our  own * 

It  was  impossible  to  hear  another  word  tU 
the  speaker  said.  The  idea  that  the  people  m 
not  omnipotent,  was  one  little  likely  to  iinl 
favour  among  any  portion  of  the  popolatioa 
that  fancies  themselves  to  be  pecoliariy  ^ 
people.  So  much  accustomed  to  consider  thai- 
selves  invested  with  the  exerdse  of  a  powtf 
which,  in  any  case,  can  be  rightfully  ezeroiaei 
by  only  the  whole  people,  have  local  aseemUagc* 
got  to  be,  that  they  often  run  into  iSkgi 
excesses,  fancying  even  their  little  finagmentrf 
the  body  politic  infallible,  as  well  as  omnqMMfc 
in  such  matters  at  least  To  have  it  opeJj 
denied,  therefore,  that  the  popular  fidbrio  rf 
American  institutions  is  so  put  togethflTi  ai  to 
leave  it  in  the  power  of  a  decided  minontf  t». 
change  the  organic  law,  as  is  unqneatioBri^ 
the  fact  in  theory,  however  little  likely  to  oeff^ 
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BOiiiided  in  the  ears  of  Mr.  Hall's 
3  political  blasphemy.  Those  under 
s  groaned^  while  the  gang  in  the 
id  and  yelled,  and  that  in  a  fashion 
I  the  exaggeration  of  a  caricature, 
apparent  that  there  was  an  end  of 
^rative  part  of  the  proceedings  of 

Qed  neither  surprised  nor  uneasy, 
is  face  very  coolly,  and  then  took 
ving  the  Injins  to  dance  about  the 
ishing  their  rifles  and  knives,  in  a  way 
Lave  frightened  one  less  steady.  As 
Ten,  he  led  Mary  out,  though  there 
ment  that  threatened  to  stop  him. 
nd  myself  followed,  the  whooping 
ng  being  reaUy  unpleasant  to  the 
>  the  chairman,  the  secretary,  and 
isters  of  the  gospel,  they  kept  their 
he  stage,  entirely  self-possessed  and 
No  one  went  near  them,  a  forbear- 
lust  have  been  owing  to  the  often 
;  that  the  real  anti-renters,  the 
snantry  of  New  York,  and  these 
uders,  had  nothing  to  do  with  each 

e  astounding  circumstances  of  the 
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time5.  i«  the  general  prevalence  of  fabeboc 
anH>ng  us,  and  the  aknost  total  rappression  o 
truth.  Xo  matter  what  amount  of  evidaict 
there  may  be  to  contradict  a  statement^  or  io^ 
otten  it  has  been  disproved,  it  is  reaffirmed  wiA 
ju5t  as  much  assurance  as  if  the  matter  W 
never  been  investigated ;  ay,  and  beliered,  n 
il"  its  sul>stance  were  uncontradicted.  I  amptf- 
suadevl  there  is  no  part  of  the  world,  in  wW 
it  is  more  difficult  to  get  a  truth  into  the  palft 
mind,  when  there  is  a  motive  to  supprM  * 
than  among  ourselves.  This  may  seem  singohij 
whon  it  is  remembered  how  many  joail* 
there  are,  which  are  uttered  with  the  atoww 
puqx^se  to  circulate  information*  Alas!  Ai 
maoliiiiery  which  can  be  used  to  give  conoQ 
to  truth,  is  equally  efficient  in  giving  ciirwicj 
to  tUlsohood.  There  are  so  many  modes  tM 
of  iiihiting  truth,  in  addition  to  the  dowBBJp 
lies  which  are  told,  that  I  greatly  questioo  ■ 
one  alleged  fact,  out  of  twenty  that  goes  ^ 
rvnin Js  of  the  public  prints,  thoae  of  the  «)•' 
moner  sort  excepted,  is  true  in  all  its  eawa*"* 
It  requires  so  much  int^ri^  of  pivpM  ^ 
much  discrimination,  such  a  aeufliUfVMtf  * 
conscience,  and  often  so  large  a  degree  of  ^ 
sacrifice  in  men  to  speak  noiUiig  bat  tnA 
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was  glad  to  get  out  of  the  church 
the   reader  may   de[)end  on  it,  1  was 

to  see  Mr.  Warren  leading  Mary 
the  place  where  I  had  left  his  wagon, 
at  to  quit  a  scene  that  now  promised 
but  clamour  and  wrangling,  if  not 
ig  more  serious.  Uncle  Bo  desired 
ring  out  the  wagon  in  which  we  had 
farm ;  and,  in  the  midst  of  a  species  of 
»anic9  in  which  the  women,  in  particular, 
ing  about  in  all  directions,  I  proceeded 
ly.  It  was  at  this  moment  that  a 
»ause  to  all  movements  was  produced  by 
;  of  Injins  pouring  out  of  the  church, 

in  their  centre  the  late  speaker,  Mr. 
Lb  the  chairman,  secretary,  lecturer, 
two  *'  ministers  of  the  gospel,"  followed, 
inclusive  as  to  the  termination  of  any 
:e  further  discussion. 
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surrounded  by  a  cluster  of  wraugling  and  incn- 
acing  Injins ;  the  whole  party  bearing  no  Bttk 
resemblance  to  a  pack  of  village  curs  thit  aeto 
upon  the  strange  dog  that  has  ventured  in 
among  them. 

Oaths  and  threats  filled  the  ur ;  and  poor 
HalPs  ears  were  offended  by  an  imputation  tM 
I  dare  say^  they  then  heard  for  the  first  time* 

He  was  called  a  "  d d  aristocrat,"  and  t 

hireling  in  the  pay  of  "  d d  aristocrats"  To 

nil  this^  however^  the  sturdy  and  right-thinldfll! 
blacksmith  was  very  indifferent ;  well  knowing 
there  was  not  a  fact  connected  with  his  eD** 
tencc^  or  a  sentiment  of  his  moral  being,  tW 
would  justify  any  such  charge.  It  .was  in 
answer  to  this  deadly  imputation,  that  I  W 
heard  him  speak  again^  after  he  had  been  intff- 
rupted  in  the  church. 

"Call  mc  what  you  please,"  he  cried, in W 
clear,  full  voice ;  ^^  I  don't  mind  hud  naiiN^ 
There  isn't  a  man  among  you  who  thinb  Fi 
an  aristocrat,  or  the  hireling  of  any  <Hie;  ^ 
I  hope  I  am  not  yet  so  great  a  knaveastotrii^ 
to  rob  a  neighbour  because  he  hmppena  to  k 
richer  than  I  am  myself." 

«  Who  gave  Hugh  Littlepage  his  landr  de- 
manded one,  in  the  midst  of  the  gang*  ap^ni^ 


OB,   TH£   REDSKINS.  165 

ut  the  affectation  of  mimiciyy  though  the 

Dg  to  his  head  sufficiently  changed  his 

"  You  know,  yourself,  it  came  from  the 

e  never  worked  for  an  acre  of  it  T  bawled 

r.     "  If  he  was  a  hard-working,  honest 

ke  yourself,  Tim  Hall,  we  might  bear  it; 

li  know  he  is  not.     He's  a  spendthrift 

aristocrat" 

now  that  hard  hands  don*t  make  a  man 

any  more  than  soft  hands  make  him  a 
*  answered  Tim  Hall,  with  spirit.  "  As 
Littlepages,  they  are  gentlemen  in  every 
of  the  word,  and  always  have  been, 
word  will  pass  even  now,  when  the  bond 
ly  a  man  who  sets  himself  up  ag'in  them 
ft  be  looked  at." 

IS  gratefid  and  touched  with  this  proof 
character,  which  I  fully  believed  to  be 
i,  was  not  lost  on  one  of  the  most  intel- 
men  of  his  class,  in  that  part  of  the 
f.     Envy,  and  covetousness,  and  malig- 

may  lie  as  they  will,  but  the  upright 
Lse  the  upright ;  the  truly  poor  know  who 
ssnage  their  sorrows  and  relieve  their 

and  the  real  lover  of  liberty  under- 
that  its  privileges  are  not  to  be  inter- 


IM  1 

prated  altogether  in  lus  own  fiiTinii.  I  fiMA 
like  tbc  idea  of  tfuA  a  rnan^s  being  iU4nifiel 
hj  a  gang  of  di^ttised  bladkgiMidi— ADim 
who  added  to  the  crime  of  Tiolating  a  poslVPI 
law,  the  high  mofal  ofience  of  ^ovtitiitiig  Ai 
«acred  principle  of  liberty,  by  peofMOf  • 
drag  them  into  the  eemoe  of  a  canifit  ifiA 
wanted  very  little,  in  its  lan^  to  indode  J 
the  pickpockets  and  thieves  in  the  land. 

*•  They  will  do  that  noble  feUow  mokt  wg^t 
I  fear^^  I  whispered  to  my  imde. 

"^  If  it  were  not  for  the  mortification  of  nb^ 
ting  our  disguise^  I  would  go  forward  it  <M 
and  attempt  to  bring  him  out  of  the 
was  the  answer.  **  But  that  will  not  do^ 
the  circumstances.  Let  us  be  patiai^  iP 
observe  what  is  to  follow." 

*^  Tar  and  feathers  T  shouted  aome  oma 
the  Injina ;  "  Tar  and  fea&er  hhn  I*    ^ 
him,  and  send  him  home  I"  answered 
^^  Tim  Hall  has  gone  over  to  the  «Lenyi'idW 
the  Injin  who  a^ked  whenoe  I  had  my 

I  &ncied  I  knew  that  vcnoe^  and  vte  t^ 
tones  had  been  repeated  two  or  thziea 
struck  me  it  was  that  of  SeoeOft 
That  Seneca  was  an  anti-renter^  was 
but  that  he^  a  lawyeri  would  be  gniltyaf  < 
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'tion  of  committing  felony,  was  a  matter 
^bich  one  might  well  entertain  a  doubt. 
e  others  to  be  guilty,  was  a  different 
but  to  conmiit  himself  seemed  unlikely, 
yiew  to  keep  an  eye  on  the  figure  I 
d,  I  looked  out  for  some  mode  by  which 
.  be  known.  A  patch,  or  rather  goar 
lico,  answered  admirably,  for  on  look- 
hers,  I  saw  that  this  goar  was  accidental, 
liar  to  that  particular  dress,  most  pro- 
ving to  a  deficiency  in  the  material 
1  supplied. 

is  time,  which  indeed  was  but  a  minute 
fie  tumult  continued.  The  Injins  seemed 
lined  what  to  do;  equally  afraid  to 
t  their  menaces  against  Hall,  and  un- 
3  let  him  go.  At  the  very  instant  when 
i  looking  for  something  serious,  the 
Nited,  and  an  unexpected  calm  settled 
:ene.  How  this  was  effected,  I  never 
hough  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  an 
1  been  communicated  to  the  Injins,  by 
oal  that  was  known  only  to  themselves, 
result  there  was  no  doubt;  the  crowd 
Sail  opened,  and  that  sturdy  and  un- 
iaing  freeman  came  out  of  it,  wiping 
looking  heated  and  a  little  angry.    He 
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did  not  yields  however,  remaimng  near  the  8] 
still  supported  by  the  two  or  three  firiends  i 
had  accompanied  him  from  Mooseridge. 

My  uncle  So,  on  reflection,  conoeiYed  i 
wisest  not  to  seem  in  a  hurry  to  quit  the  viDigs 
and  as  soon  as  I  had  ascertuned  that  Mr.  Wintf 
had  come  to  a  similar  decimon,  and  had  actui^ 
taken  refuge  in  the  house  of  a  panflhioner,! 
^  was  agreeable/  as  the  English  say.  Whikth 
pedlar,  therefore,  made  a  new  ^spky  of  U 
watches,  I  strolled  round  among  the  croirf 
Injins  and  others  intermixed,  to  see  what  oonU 
be  seen,  and  to  glean  intelligence.  IntheooBA 
of  my  wanderings,  chance  brought  me  dose  ti 
the  side  of  the  masquer  in  the  dress  with  th 
gear.  Tickling  him  gently  on  the  elbow,  I  * 
duced  him  to  step  a  little  aside  with  me,  wkn 
our  conversation  would  not  be  overheard. 

"  Why  might  you  be  Injin — gentleman  tfjo* 
be?*^  I  asked,  with  as  much  of  an  air  of  a*' 
plicity  as  I  coidd  assume. 

The  start  with  which  this  question  was  w^ 
convinced  me  I  was  right ;  and  I  acaroe  aae'ti 
farther  confirmation  of  the  justice  of  my  ioip 
cion.     If  I  had,  however,  it  was  afibidedi 

"  Why  ask  Injin  dat?**  returned  Ao  «• 
with  the  goar. 
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at  might  do^  and  it  might  not  do, 
f come ;  but  it  might  not  do  wid  one 
DVL  as  yell  as  I  know  you.  So  dell 
;ht  you  be  Injin?" 
/'  said  Seneca,  in  his  natural  speech, 
ly  much  disturbed  by  my  discovery ; 

on  no  account,  let  it  be  known  who 
I  see,  this  Injin  business  i^  ticklish 
the  law  might — that  is — ifou.  could 
by  mentioning  what  you  know,  but 
3  said,  as  I*m  a  gentleman,  and  an 
law,  it  wouldn't  sound  well  to  have 

I  was  caught  dressed  up  in  this 
ying  Injin.'' 

—I  oonderstants — gentlemans  might 
dings,  und  not  be  laughed  at — dat's 

-s — that's  all,  as  you  say,  so  be  care- 
u  say,  or  hint  about  it.  Well,  since 
d  me  out,  it's  my  treat  What  shall't 

not  very  elegant  for  a  "gentleman," 
ttomey  at  law,"  certainly,  but,  as  it 
)  the  school  of  Mr.  Newcome,  it 
it  might  not  be  prudent  for  me  to. 
I  belonged  to  one  of  a  different  sort 
ontentment,  therefore,  I  told  lum, 
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v2ft:  he  pleased,  and  he  led  me  to  a  store  of  tU 
':ci?i::es^  that  was  kept  bv  his  brother,  mi  in 
v'ni'.^  3f  I  afterwards  found,  he  himself  wtt  > 
rarin^r.     Here  he  generously  treated  mc  to» 
glk9«  o:'  £ery  whiskey,  which  I  managed  to  spiD 
1:2  1  w^y  that  prevented  my  being  choked.  Tb 
v-i^  lAiroitly  enough  effected,  as  a  refoflil  to 
Irjik  wociki  have  been  taken  as  a  most  soip' 
j:>.c5  jirvumstanoe  in  a  German.     As  re^wcb 
A'Ji^ricans  or  my  assumed  clasei,  I  am  hsppjto 
«ay  ::  is  now  more  possible  tor  one  to  refsae  1 
c^i^  ''^^^^^  to  accept  it.     It  says  a  good  deil  a 
*iy::-j  :■:  :ho  population  of  a  coontiy,  wk» 
iv:::  :hc  o^xichman  declines  his  whet.    Ncvi^ 
:J*.cltH9<%  a  nation  may  become  perfectly  sobtf> 
mi  :kll  away  with  tearful  rapidity  <m  otkr 
^.i:  t?fr<riti:ils.     On  the  subject  of  sobriety,! 
Jijrrcc  alto^ther  with  my  uncle,  in  thinking  tW 
:hc  Ar^rioans  drink  much  less  than  moity  V 
r.o:  I<:5$  than  any  European  oatioii;  thecoB- 
luo::  :io:ion  that  long  prevailed  to  the  contmy 
:u  tho  cvnmtry.  being  no  more  than  the  fiidtstf 
the  p?nonil  disposition,  in  other  people,  to  deciy 
deiuvviaoy.  aided  somewhat,  peihiyis  IiJ  ^ 
oxa^:^'rations  that  are  so  comaKm  ia  aB  tkt 
'^^ublLshed  statistics  of  morala. 

I  remarked  that  very  few  even  cf  Ae  hjt^ 
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though  they  now  began  to  circulate 
unong  the  crowd  and  in  the  stores, 
left  me  as  soon  as  he  fancied  he  had 
1  my  discretion  with  a  treat,  and  I  stood. 
round  at  the  manner  in  which  the 
and  disguised'*  conducted  themselves. 
ow,  in  particular,  attracted  my  attention ; 
deportment  may  be  taken  as  a  specimen 
)f  many  of  his  comrades. 
s  soon  struck  by  the  fact  that  Orson 
le,  Seneca's  brother  and  partner,  was 
y  desirous  of  having  as  little  to  do  with 
the  Injins  as  possible.  As  soon  as  one 
his  store,  he  appeared  uneasy;  and 
iT  one  left  it,  he  seemed  glad.  At  first, 
inclined  to  think  that  Orson, — ^what 
nil  not  the  great  eastern  family  adopt, 
hey  have  got  through  with  their  cata- 
-really,  they  seem  to  select  their  appeU 
18  they  do  so  many  other  things,  or  to 
liat  they'll  do  as  they  please; — but, 
I  fiudcied  at  first,  was  influenced  by 
e,  and  did  not  care  to  conceal  the  disgust 
it  such  audacious  and  illegal  proceedings. 
NKm  discovered  my  mistake,  by  ascer- 
the  true  cause  of  his  distaste  for  the 
io£Bca  Injin. 

I  2 


•  Jir-^  TTizi:  ^:iIS».  tor  shirt* — said  one 
rM«  v:<~i^  sriif  candy,  to  Oreon,  wh(v^ 
irsc  »5*»r:c«£  z?::  to  hear  him. 

Tif    ifcrikz-i  wx*   repeated,  however,  ^^iti 
^EzjiujL  s^nif^-aace,  when  the  cloth  wis   re- 
>:»":iz.ii7  tiir:w:i  on  the  counter. 

^  <>:•:•£.*  s&^i  ihe  Injin.  after  examining  tk 
:  -ziiZTj  :    -  ^i  Iniia  twenty  yard— ^00^  »»• 

rSf  --alSx*  WIS  oxt.  with  a  sort  of  despflite 
scccissiS',^ :  d!»  tventy  yards  were  ftUA 
ffiTfir^eL  s:>i  handed  to  the  customer,  vb 
••'iCIv  Tu:  :he  tiindle  under  his  arm,  sajiii^*^ 
*-;   :-.:r::'ec  :o  leave  the  store — *•  Chaige  h  to 

Tbt  n:y«:try  of  Orson's  sullenness  wis  i** 
:x:  laired.  As  invariably  follows  the  absn^ 
r.^-r:  ■>:'  prinoiple,  the  fomenters  of  wroog  t«* 
5^1' rir^  smartly  thn>ugh  the  encroachinento' 
:h^':r  own  agents^  I  ascertained^  afierwH^ 
tha:  these  very  Injins^  who  had  been  embofi^ 
in  hundre\l5«  with  a  view  to  look  down  law,tl'^ 
right,  and  the  sacred  character  of  contnMStiili^ 
begun  to  carry  out  their  main  prindpk;  uP" 
wore  making  all  sorts  of  demanda,  on  the  pocketi^ 
and  pn>perty  of  their  very  employeta,  midcr 
t^no  pretence  or  another,  but  with  Yerj  dbnoni 
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^^'^^eiicies  towards  their  own  benefit      TI\6 

^irit  of  anti-Bentism"  was  beginning  to  de-« 

^pe  itself  in  this  form,  under  the  system  of 

^lence ;  as,  under  that  of  legislative  usurpa^ 

tioD^and  legislative  truckling  to  numbers,  which 

IB  mwt  to  be  feared  from  the  character  of  our 

nipresentatives,  it  will  as  certainly  be  developed, 

ttiless  suppressed  in  the  bud,  by  such  Airther 

demands  on  its  complaisant  ministers,  as  will 

cither  compel  them  to  repent  of  their  first  false 

fHiBfy  will  drive  the  State  to  civil  war,  or  will 

drire  all  the  honest  men  out  of  it. 

I  did  not  remain  long  in  the  store.  After 
fritting  it,  I  went  in  quest  of  Mr.  Warren  and 
Miry,  anxious  to  know  if  I  could  be  of  any 
Knioe  to  them.  The  father  thanked  me  for 
ttis  attention,  and  let  me  know  that  he  was  now 
Aout  to  quit  the  village,  as  he  saw  others 
kpnning  to  go  away,  among  whom  were  Hall, 
vIk)  was  an  old  and  much  valued  acquaintance 
tf  his,  and  whom  he  had  invited  to  stop  at  the 
Mory  to  dine.  He  advised  us  to  imitate  the 
mnpk,  as  there  were  strangers  among  the 
hjfm,  who  might  be  addicted  to  drinking. 
:  Qd  this  information  I  hunted  up  my  imde, 
fiio  had  actually  sold  most  of  his  trinkets,  and 
n  his  watches  but  one,  the  secret  of  his  great 
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success  being  the  sniallness  of  liis  price*.  ^* 
sold  for  what  he  had  bought,  and  in  some  ^ 
stances  for  even  less,  quitting  the  place  wlAw 
reputation  of  being  the  most  rea^OHaUt  je^el- 
)>edlar  who  had  ever  apj^earcd  in  it. 

The  road  was  beginning  to  l>e  hned  with 
vehicles  carrying  home  the  people  who  had  cot 
Icctcd  to  hear  the  lecture.  As  tliis  was  the  first 
occasion  which  offered  for  witnessing  such  an 
exhibition,  since  my  return,  I  examined  the 
different  parties  we  passed,  with  a  >'iew  to  com- 
parison. There  is  a  certain  air  of  rusticity, 
even  in  the  large  towns  of  America,  which  om 
does  not  meet  with  in  the  capitals  of  the  di 
world.  But  the  American  country  is  less  ruetic 
than  any  part  of  the  world  with  which  I  im 
acquainted,  England  alone  excepted.  Of  oooiaey 
in  making  such  a  remark,  no  allusion  is  intended 
to  the  immediate  environs  of  very  laige  towns; 
though  I  am  far  from  certain  that  the  populitioi 
of  St.  Ouen,  the  Bunnymcde  of  France,  id' 
which  stands  within  a  league  of  the  walls  of 
Paris^  would  not  have  offered  a  more  decidedlj 
rustic  spectacle,  than  that  which  we  then  aw. 
As  repects  females,  this  was  very  BtriluDgty 
true ;  scarce  one  being  viuble  who  had  that  lii 
of  coarseness,  and  ignorance,  and  vulgarity,  wfaid 


OB,   THE   RED6KIN8.  175 

a  degraded  condition  and  a  life  of  hard- 
Fhere  was  little  apparent  that  marked  a 
Y  in  the  moral  sense  of  the  word;  but 
e  population  seemed  to  be  at  their  ease, 
at  and  well-kept  vehicles ;  solid,  active 
and  being  themselves  reasonably  well, 
lot  very  tastefully  clad.*  Yet,  all  this 
leased  estate,  under  the  dire  oppression 
Uord,  and  beneath  the  shadow  of  aris- 
A  short  dialogue  which  took  place 
my  uncle  and  two  sturdy,  weather- 
usbandmen,  who  drove  their  horse,  for 
listance,  on  a  walk  at  the  side  of  ours, 
e  impression  produced  by  such  facts 
han  it  might  otherwise  have  been.  I 
to  it. 

.  are  Jarmans,  I  blieve,"  conmienced 
(t  of  the  two  men,  a  grey-headed  tenant 
vrn,  of  the  name  of  Holmes,  who  was 
•wn  to  us  both — ^'  Jarmans  from  the  old 
J,  I  hear?" 

-we  bees  from  der  olt  coontries ;  imd 
great  vay  off." 

a-fl,  I  s'pose  it  is — I've  heem  tell  of 
nmtries,  often.  Does  the  landlord 
jdflttlieie?" 
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''  Ja — dcre  ist  landtlorts  all  ofer  dis  worlt.^ 
do  dinks ;  und  denants,  doo." 

^'  Well,  and  how  is  the  plan  liked  there;    or 
be  folks  thinking  of  getting  red  (rid)  on'tf** 

"  Nein — how  might  dey  gets  red  of  it?  Itist 
der  law,  you  might  see,  und  vhat  ist  der  bv 
moost  be  done." 

This  answer  puzzled  old  Holmes  a  gooddeiL 
He  passed  a  hand  over  his  face,  and  turned  to 
his  companion,  one  Tubbs,  also  a  tenant  onrBJ 
estate,  as  if  to  ask  assistance.  Tubbs  was  oik 
of  the  new  school ;  a  school  that  makes  moff 
laws  than  it  respects,  and  belongs  to  the  mofc- 
ment.  He  is  a  man  that  fancies  the  world  new 
knew  any  thing  of  principles,  fiusts,  or  tendes* 
cies,  until  the  commencement  of  this  centmj* 

**  What  sort  of  a  goyemment  had  you  in  yoir ' 
own  country?"  demanded  Tubbs. 

"  Bretty  goot  Mein  coontry  wasPr«ii«»» 
und  dat  might  be  tought  a  bretty  goot  gofav* 
mcnt;' 

"  Yes,  but  it's  a  kingly  goyenmient»  I  tib 
it ; — it  seems  to  me,  I  have  heem  tell  of  Vafi 
in  that  land." 

"  Ja,  ja — dere  ist  ein  koenig — (me  kingi  *'• 
last  might  be  der  goet  koenig  Yillidoi^  mid  90^ 
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t  his  BOD,  who  ist  a  goot  koenig  too,  as  I 
linL  Ja,  ja— dere  ist  a  king." 
at  explains  it  all,"  cried  Tubbs,  with  a 
triumph.  *^  You  see  they  haye  a  king, 
hey  have  tenants;  but,  here  we  have  no 
id  we  have  no  need  of  landlords.  Every 
I  a  free  country,  should  be  his  own 
.;   that's  my  doctrine,  and  to  that  1*11 

ire  is  some  reason  in  that,  fri'nd ;  isn't 
ir  idee  ?"  asked  Holmes. 
1, 1  might  not  oonderstandt.  Dost  der 
lans  object  to  landlordts,  in  his  coontry, 
dere  might  be  landlordts  in  dem  coon- 
might  haf  kings?" 

it*s  it !  That's  just  the  reason  on't,  and 
:  principle!"  answered  Tubbs.  "Kings 
3rty  can't  go  together;  and  landlords 
rty  can't  go  together." 
t  might  not  der  law  in  dis  coontry  be  to 
ilordts  too  ?  I  hear  dat  it  ist  so." 
I,  that  is  the  law  as  it  stands ;  but  we 
>  alter  it  all.  We  have  got  so  many 
3W,  as  to  be  sure  to  have  both  parties 
at  a  gin'ral  election ;  and  ^ve  us  the 
r  on  our  side,  with  the  sartainty  of  votes 
to  torn  an  election,  and  we're  pretty 
I  3 
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confident  of  succeed.  Votes  is  aQ  tbt  13 
wanting,  in  a  truly  free  oountary,formeiito^ 
thing?  pretty  much  in  their  own  w»y." 

*'  Und  doet  you  mean  to  haf  not*m  dat  on^ 
l>e  in  de  coontries  act  haf  kings?" 

•'  To  be  sure  not.  What  do  we  wint  of  «r 
i»f  your  loixUy  contrivances^  to  make  die  tA 
richer  and  the  poor  poorer?** 

'•  Veil,  you  moost  alter  de  law  of  natnw,if 
de  rich  vilt  not  get  riches,  und  de  poor  tID  ofl^ 
feel  dey  be  poor.  De  piple  dells  ns  dii  'e 
misery  of  de  poor  ist  deir  poverty." 

'*  Ay,  ay,  bible  talk  dont  go  for  mock  > 
|Kilitic«.      Sabba*  days  are  set  aside  tat  A^ 
bible,    and  week  days  for  public  and  pnvi^ 
matters.     Now,  here  is  Hugh  Littlepige^of^ 
same  flesh  and  blood  as  my  neighbour  Hotat* 
and  myself  be — ^no  better  and  no  w<»se;  J* 
Tm  willing  to  allow  he's  no  worse,  in  thefl*i^ 
though  in  some  things  I  do  think  we  oip 
claim  the  preference ;  but  111  allow  he^  ^ 
worse,  for  the  sake  of  aigoomenL    Eadi  ob  ** 
rents  a  farm  of  this  Littlepage,  of  a  hni^ 
acres  gixxL     Wa-al,  this  land  we  tillf  uAoffi 
and  labour,  with  our  hands^  and  tlie  han^  ' 
our  sons,  and  hired  help,  periiaps;  and  jei^ 
liave  to  pay  fifty  dollars  a-pieoe,  annnaDji  ^ 
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^kt  youngster   Hugh    Littlepage,   for    rent ; 

^hkh  money  he  takes  and  squanders  whejre  he 

pleases,  in  riotous  livin',  for 't  we  know.     Now, 

i    u  that  right,   I  ask ;  and  isn't  it  an  onsuitable 

f    itite  of  things  for  a  republican  country  ?  " 

'<Und  you  dinks  yoong  Littlebage  might 
ipend  his  money  in  riotous  lifin'  in  foreign 
hodts?" 

"  Sartain — ^that's  the  tale,  hereabouts ;  and  I 
kve  seen  a  man  who  knows  another,  that  has 
n  acquaintance  who  has  been  in  Paris,  and  who 
tells  the  people  g£  his  neighbourhood  that  he 
stood  at  the  door  of  the  king's  palace  one  day, 
■id  actually  saw  both  the  Littlepages  going  in 
to  pay  *  tribute  unto  Cassar,'  as  it  is  called — 
I  suppose  you  know;  and  they  tell  me  that  all 
tint  goes  to  see  a  king,  has  to  kneel  and  kiss 
b  hand — some  say  his  toe.  Do  you  happen  to 
how  how  it  is  in  the  old  countries  ?  " 

**  It  ist  not  so ;  I  haf  seen  more  kings  as  half 
adoxen,  nnd  dey  dost  not  kneel  down  and  kiss 
iar  hants,  except  on  sartain  business.  Dey 
m^  not  allvays  hear  what  ist  true,  in  dis 
flooulry. 

"  Wa-a-ly  I  don't  know — I  never  was  there 
to  see,"  aoBwered  Tubbs,  in  that  peculiar  man- 
ner, which,  whenever  it  is  used  by  an  American, 
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-mi^  iaiiy  :•:  izrerpreied  to  mean,  "F 
-jaznci::  j.c  tc:  111  beUere  what  I  pi 
-  r^isic  i?  ▼bi:  r^^  beem  »v.  But, wbyi 
If \'  7*7  rf :i:  : :   T^-^^ng  Littkpagc  to  tsfi 

-  I  in::^:  Z'.c  know.  oonleaB  you  lave 
i-tf  iia^:-  -iz'i  i^T>?**t  to  pay  him  rent ;  m 
,-:fc«;  -  :c  z£^  i?  as  yoa  agrec't," 

•  ?u.T  v^z  tiie  carguii*s  of  a  kingly  : 
*  ^T  ^1.-.  E^rry  ^xMintiy  has  ita  natu 
.  .r"  ~.-^tr:i=i<:::  iuks  its  natnr*,  and  all 
s^;^L♦:  :«;  In  .xzi'.rmity  with  natur*.  S 
1^ --  Tirjr" ::  ray  rvat  in  a  republican  co 
'•V;  Tf at:  -■.th-ji^  here,  that's  in  comma 

•*  V^r;.    i^—.   yoa   most    alter   your 
.••A.i::r!i-.     Ycc  myit  not  haf  wifea  nnd 
I-:-. :: :  y  .c riji:  zoi  lif  in  hoiiacfl^  nnd pld 
.i:i*i: .  y.ci  ni'^t  not  eat  und  drink,  nn 
■fire:  r>.:  wt-irjiay  shirt." 

ru*:C(>  kx'keLl  a  little  astoniahed.  li 
F.-t".,*^*  i^tT^L\<>mm^y  he  was amaaed  t 
ac  Sip.:  S:t:n  i:ukin£r  prose  aU  his  life  w 
Vv.owiv^ ::.  Thore  is  no  question  that  lai 
:^u.::;i';  :o  to  tho  institutions  of  «  repaUic 
e\i:^:  ia  a  klngviom,  but  it  is  equally  c 
cha:  the  law  which  compeb  the  tenant  1 
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ise  of  his  house,  or  farm,  is  not  one  of 
aber.  Tubbs,  however,  had  been  so 
Illy  persuaded,  by  dint  of  talking,  there 
ithing  exceedingly  anti-republican  in  one 
ying  rent  to  another,  that  he  was  not 
to  give  the  matter  up  so  easily, 
ay,"  he  answered,  "we  have  many 
1  common  with  kingdoms,  sa  mefiy  I 
)W ;  but  why  should  we  have  anything 
on  of  this  aristocratic  natur'?  A  free 
should  contain  freemen,  and  how  can 
;  free  if  he  doesn't  own  the  land  out  of 
J  makes  his  living?" 

if  he  makes  his  lifin'  out  of  anoder 
nd,  he  might  be  honest  enough  to  pay 
e,  I  dinks." 

we  hold  it  ouffht  not  to  be  another 
id,  but  the  land  of  him  who  works  it" 

me  dis — dost  you  efer  let  out  a  field 

neighbour  on  shares  ?" 
ain;  we  all  do  that,  both  to  accom- 
folks,  and  to  get  crops  when  we  are 
with  work  ourselves." 
.  why  might  not  all  dat  crop  pelong  to 
^orks  de  field?" 

that's  doin'  business  on  a  small  scale, 
;  do  anybody  harm.    But  the  American 


IS::  batexsnebt; 

Li;?;:r^:y  e5  :i<:  vcr  intended  that  there  diOuU ' 
i  ^-a:  :  r.vilcc^  class  among  ns,  like  the  ktd 

-  I>ii  jvs;  cfer  haf  any  diflScolty  in  gcttinf 
y .  cr   blrv    :or    a  field  dat  might  be  tt  1^ 

-  NiiTfAJx  There's  miaeraUe  neighboon  ' 
% ; »  ifr  'JiKici  ;ha:  isi't.  I  had  to  sue  the  ten 
iL<c  .*bkr  I  bdd  sadb  dealings  witL" 

-  V-ul  3Lz  vidfc?  law  let  yon  haf  yonr  monflj^ 

-  To  ric  >un:  £:  did !  What  would  Uw  h 
^..a:  r:c.  i: ::  d:dn*c  help  a  body  to  his  ri^' 

-  l'~«£  i',>?t  den  tenants  of  dis  bropcrty  W 
H-^-r.  Ll::I<bi&o?  haf  Ids  rents^  ast  miglit  ^ 


"  rhi:  >  jh  .i:*?rent  thing,  I  tell  you. 
Ii::l^-^-dcv  has  oion?  than  he  waatSy  and  qp0^ 
>■>  r-vc^ey  in  riotous  livin*  in  foreign  puts.' 

**  Vc'i.L  :iai  iooppose  yonr  ne^poun  iiff 
^onrci  :o  *>&  yoa  what  yon  do  wit*  your  tofcP 
x::cT  Vvci  >hall  ?ell  ycmr  pcnrk  and  beci^to*^ 
vv^  r^:^  ^x>c  use  of  it — migfaft  dat  be  fipcr^* 

-  r-ac ;  ^Miy.  who  do  yoa  think  W0^ 
:rv)ul  le  himseb'  aboat  my  *anun*«  ?  It's  Ae  ^ 
tUh.  oiily .  that  &»Iks  talk  dbou^  and  cave  ^k0t 
m  :»k4l  niacterk" 

^  Den  &4k5  make  Hi«hLittMi^aab«ti 
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y  4air  own  mettlin',  und  enfy,  und  cofetous- 
^^^--18  it  not  80  ?"  ^ 

^Harkee  fri'nd^  I  some  think  you're  leanin' 
^tUBelf  to  kingly  ways,  and  to  the  idees  in 
^hich  you  waa  brought  up.  Take  my  advice, 
^d  abandon  all  these  notions  as  soon  as  you 
^,  for  they  11  never  be  popular  in  this  part  of 
tile  world.'^ 

Popular !    How  broad  has  the  signification  of 
this  word  got  to  be  I    In  the  eyes  of  two-thirds 
of  the  population  it  already  means,  ''what  is 
right."     Vox  populi,  vox  Dei.     To  what  an  ex- 
tent is  this  little  word  made  to  entwine  itself 
ttoond  all  the  interests  of  life  I    When  it  is 
deemed  expedient  to  inculcate  certain  notions 
in  the  minds  of  the  people,  the  first  argument 
md  is  to  endeavour  to  persuade  the  inhabitants 
of  New  York  that  the  inhabitants  of  Penn- 
ifhmia  are  already  of  that  mind.    A  simulated 
fnUic  opinion  is  the  strongest  argument  used, 
indeed,  on  every  occasion  of  the  public  discus- 
ftOQ  of  any  disputed  point.    He  that  can  count 
Ae  most  voices  is  a  better  man  than  he  who  can 
give  the  most  reasons ;   numbers  carrying  more 
wdjgfat  with  them,  than  facts,  or  law.     It  is 
efident,  that,  while  in  some  things,  such  a 
9f§Um  may  work  well,  there  are  others,  and 


1» 
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tho^  of  overshadowing  importance,  in  wludi 
its  tendency  is  direct  and  fearful  towarda  oor- 
niption. 

As  soon  as  Tubbe  had  given  his  admomUon, 
he  applied  the  whip  to  his  horse,  and  trotted  on, 
leaving  us  to  follow  at  the  best  gait  we  ooold 
extort  firxMu  Tom  Miller^s  hack. 


<»,   TBS  BEIWKINS.  185 


CHAPTER  VII. 

**  If  he  were  with  me.  King  of  Toscarony 
Gazing  as  I  upon  thy  portrait  now, 
In  all  its  medalled,  fringed,  and  bearded  glory, 
lU  eyes'  dark  beauty,  and  its  thoughtful  brow — 

Its  brow,  half-martial,  and  half-diplomatic ; 

Its  eye,  upsoaring,  like  an  eagle's  wings; 
Well  might  he  boast  that  we,  the  democratic, 

OutrlTal  Europe— eyen  in  our  cmgs. ' 

Bed  Jaoksi. 

Ay  uncle  Ro  said  nothing,  when  the  two 
ants  left  us ;  though  I  saw,  by  his  counte- 
KJe,  that  he  felt  all  the  absurdity  of  the 
r  we  had  just  been  listening  to.  We  had 
within  half  a  mile  of  the  woods,  when 
lit  Injins  came  galloping  up  to  a  wagon  that 
\  directly  behind  us,  and  which  contained 
ther  of  my  tenants,  with  his  eldest  son,  a 
of  sixteen,  whom  he  had  brought  with  him 
ft  scholar,  in  having  his  sense  of  right  un- 
led  by  the  selfish  mystification  that  was 
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going  on   in   the   land;  a  species  of&t}iolj 
care  that  was  of  very  questionable  merit  I 
said  there  were  eight  of  these  Injins,  but  te 
were   only   four  horses,    each  beast  cairjiBg 
double.    No  sooner  did  the  leaders  of  the  pirtf 
reach  the  wagon  I  have  mentioned,  than  it  M 
stopped,    and  its    owner   was    commanded  to 
alight     The  man  was  a  decided  downHfentOi 
but  he  obeyed  the  order  with  a  very  ill  gnce; 
and  did  not  obey  at  all,  indeed^  until  he  « 
helped  out  of  the  wagon,  by  a  little  geafc 
violence   of  this   fragment  of  his  own  etff 
(Tarm^e.     The  boy  was  soon  put  into  the  hi^ 
way,  when  two  of  the  "  disguised  and  tfiDcd 
leaped  into  the  vacant  places,  and  drove  ^ 
passing  us  at  a  furious  pace,  maldng  a  ptftqf 
nod  to  the  owner  of  the  vehicle,  and  coniiJi^ 
him  for  its  temporary  loss,  by  calling  out,  ^hj^ 
want  him — Injin  good  fellow — you  know." 

Whether  the  discomfited  father  iiwvoriA 
we  could  not  tell ;  but  he  looted  as  if  he  wiAfld 
the  Injins  anywhere  but  in  thdr  ''hmf 
hunting  grounds.'*  We  drove  on  lai^in^  ■' 
it  was  in  human  nature  to  be  amninJ  at  ^ 
an  exhibition  of  the  compulsory  Bystell^  tf  * 
'^  liberty  and  equality  carried  oot  ;**  tad  ■>>* 
particularly  so,  when  I  was  oertem  that  ^ 
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eety  hard-working)  horny-hand  tiller  of 
>il''  wanted  to  cheat  me  out  of  a  farm ;  or, 
t  hie  case  in  the  most  favourable  point  of 
,  wanted  to  compel  me  to  sell  him  one  at 
fwn  price.  Nor  did  our  amusement  stop 
Before  we  reached  the  woods,  we  found 
nes  and  Tubbs  in  the  highway,  too;  the 
r  two  worthies  who  had  been  mounted  en 
70  having  dispossessed  them  of  their  wagon 
and  told  them  to  "charge  it  to  Injin." 
afterwards  learned  that  this  practice  was 
'  general ;  the  owner  recovering  his  horse 
team,  in  the  course  of  a  few  days,  by  hcar- 
it  had  been  left,  secretly,  at  some  tavern 
iin  a  few  miles  of  his  residence.  As  for 
Holmes,  he  was  in  an  honest  indignation 
n  we  came  up  with  him,  while  even  Tubbs 
:ed  soured  and  discontented,  or  as  if  he 
ight  friends  were  entitled  to  better  treat- 
rt 

Yhat  is  der  matter?"  cried  out  uncle  Ro, 
I  conld  hardly  keep  from  laughing  the  whole 
s;  '^yhat  ist  der  matter  now?  Yhere 
bt  be  your  hantsome  vaggin  und  your  gay 

It's  too  bad  I— yes,  it's  eeny  most  too  badP 
itod  Holmeo.    ''Here  am  I,  past  three- 
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score-and-ten,  which  is  the  full  tanoe  of  M 
the  bible  says — and  what  the  biUe  BaysiMitta 
true,  you  know  !— here  have  ihey  trondlediM 
into  the  highway,  as  they  would  a  aad^  of  fO* 
tatoes,  and  left  me  to  walk  every  step  of  bn 
miles  to  reach  my  own  door !  It's  toobsdr-ilili  i 
eeny  most  too  bad  T 

"  Oh !  dat  might  be  a  trifle,  compared  to  ikrt 
it  Yould  be  to  haf  peen  drundelled  out  of  jov 
farm." 

"  I  know't !— I  know't !— I  understand  t-M 
all  meant  for  the  good  cause — to  put  dofft 
aristocracy,  and  make  men  raaly  equal,  u  di 
law  intends  them  to  be — but  this,  I  say,  ii  eeif 
most  too  bad  r 

"UndyousooUr 

"  SevcntyHsix,  if  I'm  a  day.  My  time  orf 
be  long,  and  my  1^  is  weak,  they  be.  Tc^ 
the  bible  says  a  man's  time  is  limited  pR^ 
much  to  three-score-and-ten — and  M  ■«• 
stand  out  ag'in  the  bible." 

'^  Und  vhat  might  der  piple  say  i^KNit  nn^ 
to  haf  your  neighpours'  goota?" 

^'  It  cries  that  do¥m  dreadfully  I  Ym,  thenh 
plenty  of  that  in  the  good  book^  I  kiiQiw  fiw 
havin'  heard  it  read — ay,  and  hmriaf  md  ^ 
myself,  these  three-score  yeaxs;  it  dbit  ctj^ 


OB,   THE  BED8KIX8.  189 

loum,  the  most  awfully.     I  shall  tell  the  Injins 
JUb,   the  next  time  they  want    my    wagon. 
There's  bible  agin  all  sich  practices/' 
^  Der  piple  ist  a  goot  pook." 
*'  That  it  is— that  it  is — and  gr&t  is  the  con- 
i|obtion  and  hope  that  I  have  known  drawn 
%om  its  pages.     Vm  glad  to  find  that  they  set 
Mofe  by  the  bible  in  Jarmany.     I  was  pretty 
of  the  notion,  we  had  most  of  the  religion 
*B  goin'y  in  Ameriky,  and  it's  pleasant  to 
there  is  some  in  Jarmany." 
All  this  time  old  Holmes  was  puffing  along 
foot,  my  uncle  Ko  walking  his  horse,  in 
ler  to  enjoy  his  discourse. 
Oh!  ja — ja,  ja — dere  might  be  some  religion 
^left  in  der  olt  worlt — de  puritans,  as  you  might 
ptH  dem,  did  not  pring  it  all  away." 

Desp'rate  good  people  them !  Wc  got  aU 
best  sarcumatances  from  our  puritan  fore- 
RUiers.  Some  folks  say  that  all  Ameriky  has 
ffgo/t,  is  owing  to  them  very  saints  !" 
■^  **Ja — ^und  if  it  bees  not  so,  nefer  mind;  for 
^iey  will  be  sartain  to  get  all  Ameriky." 

Holmes  was  mystified,  but  he  kept  tugging 
'^mt  ffssting  wistful  glances  at  our  wagon,  as  he 
kvoured  to  keep  up  with  it.  Fearful  we  might 
on  and  leave  him,  the  old  man  continued 
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the  discourse.    "  Yes,"  he  said,  ^  our  antbon? 
for  everything  must  ccxne  from  theUUSfi^^ 
all.    It  tells  us  we  hadn't  ought  to  bear  ttifl^ 
and  that's  a  rule  I  endivour  to  tot  up  to;  te 
an  old  man,  you  see,  can't  indulge  Ui  wdi 
natur'  if  he  would.     Now  Fye  been  dowiii 
Little  Neest  to  attend  a  Down  Bent  lieeliBf,"- 
but  I  bear  no  more  malice  ag'in  Hugh  liUil* 
page,  not  I,  no  more  than  if  he  wem^abitrf 
my  landlord !     All  I  want  of  him  is  mj 
on  such  a  lay  as  I  can  live  by,  and  the  Vjt^ 
me.     I  look  on  it  as  dreadful  hard  and 
sivc  that  the  Littlepages  should  refine  to  lit  V 
have  the  place,  scein'  that  I  have  worked  it 
for  the  tarm  of  three  whull  lives." 

^'  Und  dey  agreet  dat  dey  mig^t  ssD  J^ 
do  farm,  when  dem  dree  lifes  wast  upT 

^^  No,  not  in  downright  language  tli^  SiA 
as  I  must  allow.  In  the  way  of  hufpih^ 
must  own  the  advantage  is  altogetlicr  m  Ai 
side  of  Littlepage.  That  was  his  gnuM^ 
act ;  and  if  you  wun't  drive  quite  ss  M 
as  I'm  getting  a  little  out  of  wind^  fft  W' 
you  all  about  it  That  is  just  vlwfc  we  «» 
plain  on ;  the  bargain  being  so  madk  M  W 
&vour.  Now,  my  Uvei  ka»$  hnog  OA 
luTen't  they,  Shabbakuk?" 
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if  forty*five  years  sin'  I  tuck 

life,  tliat  of  my  old  woman, 

ihey  caU  it,  though  it's  a  sort 

dj  might  as  well  not  have 

iin't   stand  it  a  great   while 

ihat  fann  that  I  set  so  much 

•  liich  I've  made  my  livelihood 

ad  on  which  I've  brought  up 

will  go  out  of  my  hands  to 

rtlepage,  who's   got  so  much 

id  it  at  hum  like  honest  folks, 

iroatl,    to  waste  it    in  riotous 

1!  us.    Ye8,  onless  the  governor 

ic  helps  me  out  of  my  difficulty, 

Hugh  Lhtlepage  must  get  it  all, 

tch  richer,  and  the  poor  poorer.'  " 

must   dis   (uruel  ding  come   to 

aight  i]ot  mans  keep  his  own  in 

et  it,  you  see.    It  isn  t  my  own,  in 

natur',  like,  and  the  '  speret  of  the 

as  they  call  it.    I'm  sure  I  don't 

ftW  I  get  it^  BO  it  only  comes.   If  the 

only  make  the  landlords  sell,  or 

ny  i^artainly  count  on  my 

don't  put  the  prices  too 
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iXLz  luTT  Tcax&  vUdb  m  (msah^ 


^   ^11  cur  icn  :_Tn2  r«9Mn^ile^  as  H  Btp 

•t^:  i^r«F  ^rxi  &  D.-'vi^kwkfiriiidiaiiBi'' 
^  Tv^tt^i^i  :r  zii£  ^sccai  faaigun  he  U  ■ 
■T'-  fifbir  •  .X  rwiszT^iT^  didlm  a  jeirfa 
:  Xiin^oT^i  jk'T'fs.  I^s&:'s  BO  great  matter,!^ 
^'liT-  X  i*li.  ▼  :  rm  35T  fiTes  haTm  kdJ  • 
-  :e-c  r^scLr.  -ziTJ.'  kaTs  got  iqp  to  &i9 
.  Jur>  Ki  icr;  iCi:c:  Isere,  I  can't  no  ■* 
-^^^t:  sii.-a  i:3:ci>fr  aj  tiiaa  I  can  eipM^' 
^^     r.    J":«TCT^'«w     I  v-a=  rent  that  pfatti  ^ 

TS«  ClfT   fi^  IC-J  IZ^LT  v"ai  P*?-' 

-  l~2>£  !»:▼  =1:3^:  m^t  yon  eiqiect'aq*' 
1-  --•iv.'isj?;  v.cl:  £S£  OQ  a  new  lease?" 

-  >:ii>;  T^  tV  ^z:adias62|doIlan;  Ao^ 
. c^-r  ^'ca;  ill^  he  vonld  lei  it  to  M  ^ 
:•  ii:C:&r!k  ::-r  ilirve  fires  looger.  Hail 
^•^  T^  T.'^i  =x  vhen  he  «^ned  die  lease  A 
!  "v-^  pr^::'  a  h&xgain,  '  hot,  nmr  min^*  ■ 
K\  *  i:  I  irtrc  yoQ  good  taima^  71N1II  maloB  i 
r^rrn  ^esuk\^  and  I  look  to  poateiitj  and  Ai 
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t  as  much  as  I  do  to  my  own.  If  I  don't 
le  advantage  I  might,'  says  he,  *my 
5n,  or  my  children's  children,  wilL  A 
nustn't  altogether  live  for  himself  in  this 

especiaUy   if  he   has  children.'     Them 
x)d  idees,  wasn't  they  ?" 
ou  might  not  dink    differently.      Und, 
loch  wonlt  you  love  to   bay  for  a  deet 
krmr 

''a-a-1,  there 's  differences  of  opinion  on 
ubject.  The  most  approved  notion  is 
lugh  Littlepage  ought  to  be  made  to 
rarrantees,  with  full  covenants,  as  it*s 
,  and  covenants  is  all  In  all,   in  a  deed, 

low " 

it  might  not  be  in  a  lease  P'^  put  in  uncle 
mewhat  drily. 

bat  depinds — But,  some  say  them  deeds 
to  be  given,  if  the  tenants  allow  the 
"ds  the  worth  of  the  land,  when  the* 
ee  got  it,  and  interest  down  to  the 
t  day.      It  does  seem  a  desp'rate  price 

for  land,  to  give  principal  and  interest, 
»  throw  in  all  that  has  been  paid  be-' 

if  you  made  a  calculation,  to  see  vhat  it: 
scmeto?'' 

IL  K 
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*  ^ciccokdk  hats — tell  the  gentleinaa,  Sb 
•rnkz^'c  h'TT  smch  too  make  it  oome  io, 

S&a-TCiifzk  wi$  a  ii^  deeper  rogue  thn 
itf'^S  cr   H<>!me&      The  last  wm  moAj 
laz.     r   9il£sh  sod  nariDw  Tiewii^  who^  fri 
Tttfti^c  A  >:cc  ^  with  BO  other  object  beii 
s.rn  'xis,  'iaz  of  scnping  togedier  prapoi 
!.u:  ^  c  il*  r:i-.d  completely  enraired  in  1 
n^fscifr?  :c  tris?  voiid's  net ;  whereas  Us  col 
^r  vc  :>:k  the  imit^atiwtBf  as  the  French  b 
'.  'ji  £::;iT«rv.  azid  not  onlv  carried  out, ) 
.e-.'^To'i   :h.e    schemes    of   the  wicked, 
-'^-ur'j  ^rii  n  :t  like  this  ^ipeal  to  his  arithm 
"^■- -.T  ra-ir^  2  >  5n5picion  to  whom  he  wis  ' 
iBt^.  i=?i  firtoying  eTerr  man  in  the  lower 
r  :<;  ::^  ::  I::e  mii5t  be  an  aDj  in  a  plan  to 
^:>.^   r>.4i  [^xYvr:  and  the  poor  ridicf 
irssf   A   l:::!e  more  cniamnnifative  than 
,^tberrS<^  hare  been  the  case.     After  re 
a  o.'cicr.?,  he  gave  us  his  answer,  readi: 
a  pir^T  in  h»  hand,  oo  whidi  the  wb 
bsii  (vea  elaKwatelj  worked  for  the  oo 
the  Uxe  meeting. 

**  The  land  was  worth  ten  oents 
rwivbe.  when  the  fint  Lifttlep^pe  g 
that  W  a  liberal  price.    Now,  tint  i 
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since,  for  we  don^t  count  old  Herman 
unt's  time,  as  anything ;  seeing  that  the 
as  worth  next  to  nothin',  in  his  time, 
terest  on  ten  cents  at  seven  per  cent,  is 
oills  a  year,  or  560  mills  for  eighty  years. 
\  without  compound;  compound  being 
il,  and  nothin'  agin  law  should  be  taken 
i  account.  Add  the  ten  cents  to  the  560 
nd  you  get  660  mills,  or  sixty-six  cents, 
lis  sum,  or  a  sum  calculated  on  the  same 
les,  all  the  tenants  are  willing  to  pay  for 
inns,*  and  if  justice  prevails  they  will 
m. 

t  seems  but  little  to  bay  for  landt  dat 
now   rent    for  a  dollar  an  acre,  each 

u  forgit  that  the  Littlepages  have  hod 
:t  these  eighty  years,  the  whull  time." 
id  de  denants  haf  hat  de  farms  dese 
years,  de  whole  time,  too." 
1 1  we  put  the  land  ag'in  the  work.  If 
gfabour  Holmes,  here,  has  had  his  farm 
ye  years,  so  the  farm  has  had  his  work 

rdv  that  the  reader  may  nndentand  Mr.  Hugh  Liltle- 
9t  inTeiitiiig,  I  will  add  that  propoaitions  still  more 
lai  tiian  theae  have  been  openly  drealated  among 
mUn,  vp  and  down  the  coontiy. — ^Ennoa. 
k2 
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forty-five  years  as  an  ofF-sct    You  may  ^ 
on't  the  governor  and  the  legislature  undcwtaiw 
all  that." 

"  If  dey  docs,"  answered  uncle  Ro,  ^^f 
ping  his  horse  into  a  trot,  "  dey  mus»t  be  fit  to 
deir  high  stations.  It  is  goot  for  a  country  to 
haf  great  governors,  and  great  legidaduK. 
Gutefi  tag.'''* 

Awiiy  he  went,  leaving  neighbour  Holmw, 
Shabbakuk  Tubbs,  the  governor  and  legid*' 
ture,  with  their  jomt  moi'als,  wisdom,  logic,  ani 
pliilosophy,  in  the  highway,  together.  My 
uncle  Ro  shook  his  head,  and  then  he  laughed) 
as  the  absurdity  of  what  had  just  {)assed  forego 
itself  on  his  imagination. 

I  dare  say  many  may  be  found,  who  hav< 
openly  professed  principles  and  opinions  idcnti 
Ciil,  in  substance,  with  what  has  just  been  relate^ 
here,  who  will  be  disposed  to  deny  them,  whe: 
they  are  thrown  into  their  faces.  There  i 
nothing  unusual  in  men's  refiising  to  recognie 
their  own  children,  when  they  are  ashamed  < 
the  circumstances  that  brought  them  into  bm 
But  in  the  course  of  this  controversy,  I  ha 
often  heard  arguments  in  disoourse,  and  ha 
often  read  them  in  the  journals,  as  they  ha 
been  put  into  the  mouths  of  men  in  aathoril 
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;  too  In  their  public   communications, 

(tripped  of  their  very  thin  coverings, 

ty   much    on   a    level   with   those   of 

and    Tubbs.      I  am   aware   that   no 

has,  as  yety  alluded  to  the  hardships  of 

nts,   under  the  limited  leases,  but  it 

e  idle  to  deny  that  the  door  has  been 

x>  principles,  or  a  want  of  principles, 

t  sweep  away  all  such  property  in  the 

>f  reckless  popular  clamour,  unless  the 

30on  arrested.     I  say  evily  for  it  must 

mrse  to  any  community  to  break  down 

ities  of  property,  as  it  is  held  in  what 

irto  been  thought  its  most  secure  form, 

,t  is  still  of  more  importance  in  a  moral 

view,  all  to  appease  the  cravings  of 

as  they  are  exhibited  in  the  masses. 

ere  soon  out  of  sight  of  Holmes  and 

nd  in  the  woods.      I  confess  that  I  ex- 

ich  instant,  to  overtake  Hall  in  the  hands 

jins;  for  the  movement  among  that  class 

as  had  appeared  to  me  as  one  directed 

rly  against  him.     We  saw  nothing  of 

,  however,  and  had  nearly  reached  the 

limits  of  the  bit  of  forest,  when  we 

sight  of  the  two  wagons  which  had 

avalierly  taken  possession  of,  and  of  the 


My  uncle  and  myself  fully  ea 
again  stopped,  as  we  drove  up  to 
mentioned ;  not  only  was  the  trac 
left  clear,  however,  but  we  wei 
pafis  without  a  question.  All  th 
been  in  a  lather,  as  if  driven  very 
otherwise,  there  was  nothing  to  in< 
if  we  except  the  presence  of  the 
tinel.  From  this  fellow,  neither  i 
molested  ufi ;  but  on  we  went,  at 
horse's  £ftvourite  amble,  until  we 
the  verge  of  the  wood,  as  to  get  a 
open  fields  beyond.  Here,  indeed 
a  sight  of  certain  movements  th 
gave  me  some  little  concern. 

Among  the  bushes  that  fined 
and  which  have  been  already  mei 
a  glimpse  of  several  of  the  **  c 
armed,"  who  were  evidentlv  Ivini 
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^Wward  to  rc-entbrce  their  party.  At  this 
point,  I  felt  quite  certain  we  should  be  stopped ; 
but  we  were  not.  We  were  suffered  to  pass 
without  question^  as  we  had  judt  passed  the 
^ngom  and  horses,  though  it  must  have  been 
known  to  the  party  that  we  were  fully  aware  of 
tUr  presence  at  that  particular  spot.  But,  on 
we  went,  and  were  soon,  unmolested,  in  the  open 
country. 

It  was  not  long,  however,  before  the  mystery 
Wtt  explained.     A  road  descended  from  the 
Ugher  ground,  which  lay  to  the  westward  of  us, 
t  little  on  our  left,  and  a  party  of  men  was 
^ng  down  it,  at  a  quick  w  alk,  which,  at  the 
^  glance,  I  mistook  for  a  detachment  of  the 
Iqins;  but  which,  at  a  second  look,  I  ascer- 
temed  to  be  composed  of  Indians,  or  real  red 
n»en.    The  difference  between  the  two  is  very 
p^  as  every  American  will  at  once  admit, 
dkHigh  many  who  read  this  manuscript  will  be 
oUiged  to  me  for  an  explanation.     There  is 
"Indian'*  and  ^'  Injin."     The  Injin  is  a  white 
Bu,  who,  bent  on  an  unworthy  and  illegal  pur- 
pose, 18  obliged  to  hide  his  face,  and  to  perform 
his  task  in  disguise.     The  Indian  is  a  red  man, 
wlio  is  neither  afraid,  nor  ashamed,  to  show  hia 
«oimteiiaiiGe»  equally  to  Mend  or  enemy.     The 
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&rsx  is  the  agent  of  deeigmiig  demigoguMi  tk 
hireling  of  a  discontented  and  giaapiiig  upA 
who  mocks  at  truth  and  right  by  calling  Ittmidi 
one  who  labours  to  carry  out ''  the  qpirit  of  ito 
Institutions'"  which  he  dishonoon  and  iB  ifivi 
to  trust ;  while  the  other  senrea  tumadf  oolfi 
and  is  afiraid  of  nothing.  One  is  Bkulkiiigfroi% 
and  shirking  the  duties  of  ciyilization,  wbiletk 
other,  though  a  savage,  is,  at  leaat,  true  to  b 
own  professions. 

There  they  were,  sure  enough,  a  psrty  of 

K-kiuo  sixteen  or  eighteen  of  the  real  abori^D» 

It  is  not  an  uncommon  thing  to  meet  with  n 

Indian^    or   two,  strolling  about  the  couitiT 

selling  baskets — ^formerly  it  was  brooms  of  UrA 

but   the    march  of   improvement   has  wtij 

banished  so  rude  a  manufacture  firom  the  coioitiy 

— with  a  squaw,  or  two,  in  company;  bat  it  v 

now  very  unusual  to  meet  a  true  Indian  wiflior 

in  the  heart  of  the  State,  carrying  his  life  w 

tomahawk,  as  was  the  case  with  all  thoae  wh> 

were  so  swiftly  descending  the  niad.    My  bd^ 

Ro  was  quite  as  much  astonished  as  I  wis  ^T 

self;  and  he  pulled  up  at  the  junction  of  tk 

two  highways,  in  order  to  await  the  airifil^ 

the  strangers. 

''  These  are  real  Sedskins,  .Hq^i-«Bd  ^ 
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a  noble  tribe,"  cried  my  uncle,  as  a  still  nearer 
ST^wick  gave  him  a  better  and  better  view. 
**  Warriors  of  the  West,  out  of  all  question, 

wftk  one  white  man  in  attendance — what  can 

» 

«ik4  a  party  possibly  want  at  Ravensnest  !"^ 

"Perhaps  the  anti-renters  intend  to  enlarge 
4eir  plans,  and  have  a  scheme  to  come  out 
Dpon  us,  with  an  alliance  formed  with  the  true 
•ons  of  the  forest — may  they  not  intend  intimi- 
ition?" 

**  Whom  could  they  thus  intimidate,  but  their 
^  wives  and  children  ?  But,  here  they  come, 
a  noble  body,  and  we  can  speak  to  them.** 
There  they  did  come,  indeed;  seventeen  of 
2  finer  specimens  of  the  Redskins,  as  they  are 
w  sometimes  seen  passing  among  us  in  bodies, 
^▼mg  to  or  from  their  distant  prairies;  for  the 
^te  man  has  already  forced  the  Indian,  with 
e  bears,  and  the  elk,  and  the  moose,  out  of 
e  forests  of  America,  upon  those  vast  plains. 
"What  is  to  be  the  end  of  the  increase  of 
is  nation,  is  one  of  the  mysteries  of  Divine 
rwidence.  If  fiuthful  to  the  right,  if  just, 
^  in  the  sense  of  yielding  to  the  clamours  of 
Iw  many,  but  in  the  sense  of  good  laws,  if  true 
« themselves,  the  people  of  this  republic  may 
*w^  at  European  interference  and  European 
K  3 
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power,  when  bn^ugfat  to  bear  on  tborhiB^ 
interests,  as  <o  much  of  the  lombeiiiig  po&J  <>* 
ages  no  longer  sailed  to  the  fiute  and  fewfP 
of  our  ovn  times,  and  push  on  to  the  fiilfinc^ 
of  a  destinv,  which,  if  carried  oat  oa  the  i|p' 
rent  designs  of  the  ruler  of  the  earth,  iriQ  kcM 
that  of  all  other  States  which  have  preooU* 
as  much  in  the  shade,  as  the  mountain  kiM 
the  vaUey .  But,  it  ouist  not  be  foigotttn  tU 
the  brightest  dawns  often  usher  in  thediM 
davs :  that  the  most  brilliant  youths  btqfoAl 
precede  manhoods  of  disappmntment  and  ItMd 
wishes :  that  even  the  professed  maa  of  Gfll 
can  fall  awav  from  his  vows  and  his  &itK  v 
finish  a  career  that  was  commenced  ininrtH 
and  hopcy  in  profligacy  and  sin.  Nations  nt  •* 
more  safe  from  the  ioflumce  of  temptatioo  tktf 
individuals,  and  thb  has  a  weakness  peenMf 
its  own.  Instead  of  falling  back  on  its  poff^ 
principle,  in  extremities,  as  its  iBfalUHe  ^ 
guard,  it  is  precisely  in  the  iireqnadiib  i^ 
grasping  character  of  tlwt  principle  Ait  ^^ 
danger  is  to  be  apprehended.  Tliat  pnDBfb 
which,  kept  within  the  limita  of  xi^^i^  ■  ' 
admirably  adapted  to  resicaiiii^g  tha  ^ 
nary  workings  of  cupidity  and  iiilMinnili ' 
they  are  familiarly  seen  in 
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vko  penoitted  to  overrun  the  boundaries  placed 
IritB  ooQtrol,  becomes  a  torrent  that  has  broken 
cit  of  its  icy  bed,  in  the  Spring,  and  completely 
de&ces  all  that  is  beneficial  or  lovely,  in  eithei 
Bitere  or  art,  that  may  happen  to  lie  in  its 
XHirae.  As  yet,  the  experience  of  two  cen- 
Diies  has  offered  nothing  so  menacing  to  the 
itoe  prosperity  of  this  country,  as  the  social 
smentation  which  is  at  this  moment  at  work^ 
ithe  SUte  of  New  York.  On  the  result  of 
im  depends  the  solution  of  the  all-important 
^Kstion,  whether  principles  are  to  rule  this 
epablic,  or  men;  and  these  last,  too,  viewed  in 
heir  most  vulgar  and  repulsive  qualities,  or  as 
k  mere  creatures  of  self,  instead  of  being 
h  guardians  and  agents  of  that  which  ought 
to  be.  It  is  owing  to  this  state  of  things,  that 
^  have  already  seen  a  legislature  occupied 
lith  discusfiii^  the  modes  of  evading  the  pro- 
riions  of  its  own  laws,  and  men  who  ought  to 
ted  before  the  worlds  stem  and  imcompro- 
Bian^  ia  their  public  morals,  manifesting  a 
mt  pernicious  ingenuity  in  endeavouring  to 
iasfter  and  overreach  each  other  in  wielding 
IS  arts  of  the  demagogue. 
Ab  the  Indians  entered  the  north  and  south 
■dy  or  that  in  which  we  had  stopped,  the 
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whole  party  came  to  a  halt,  with  characteristic 
courtesy,  as  if  to  meet  our  wish  to  speak  to 
them.    The  foremost  of  the  band,  who  was  also 
the  oldest,  being  a  man  of  sixty,  if  not  older, 
nodded  his  head,'  and  uttered  the  usual  conren- 
tional  salutation  of  "  Sago,  sago." 

"  Sago,"  said  my  uncle,  and  "  Sago"  put  in  1 

"  How  do?"  continued  the  Indian,  who  we 
now  discovered  spoke  English.  "  What  oD 
this  country?" 

"  This  b  Ravensncst.  The  village  of  Little 
Nest  is  about  a  mile  and  a  half  on  the  other 
side  of  that  wood." 

The   Indian  now  turned,  and  in  his  deep 
guttural  tones  communicated  this  intelligence  to 
his  fellows.   The  information  obviously  was  wdl 
received,  which  was  as  much  as  saying  thatthef 
had  reached  the  end  of  their  journey.    Sob0    . 
conversation  next  succeeded,  delivered  in  hnA    ; 
sententious  remarks,  when  the  old  jcluef  agtf^ 
turned  to  us.     I  call  him  chief,  though  it  W 
evident  that  the  whole  party  was  composed  of 
chiefs.      This  was  apparent  by  their  medaki 
their  fine  appearance  generally,  and  by  thor 
quiet,  dignified,  not  to  say  lofty,  bearing.    Eadk 
of  them  was  in  a  light  sunmier  attire,  wetring 
the  moccasin  and  l^gings,  &c. ;  the  calioo  aUzti 
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thin  blanket,  that  was  cast  around  the 
r  part  of  the  person,  much  as  the  Roman 
be  supposed  to  have  worn  his  toga;  all 
ring  the  rifle,  the  bright,  well-scoured  toma- 
k,  and  the  sheathed  knife.  Each,  too,  had 
lom  and  his  bullet-pouch,  and  some  of  the 
3  youthful  were  a  little  elaborate  in  their 
ments,  in  the  way  of  feathers,  and  such 
ents  as  they  had  received  on  their  long 
Qey.  Not  one  of  them  all,  however,  was 
lied. 

This  Raven-nest,  eh?"  continued  the  old 
f,  speaking  directly,  but  with  sufficient 
ptesy. 

As  I  have  said.  The  village  lies  on  the 
er  side  of  that  wood ;  the  house  from  which 
name  is  taken  is  a  mile  and  a  half  in  the 
er  direction.** 

rhis,  too,  was  translated,  and  a  low,  but 
end  expression  of  pleasure  was  given. 
Any  Injins  'bout  here,  eh  ?"  demanded  the 
^  looking  so  earnestly  at  the  same  time  as 
nrprise  us  both. 

Yes,"  answered  my  uncle.  "There  are 
IS — a  party  is  in  the  edge  of  the  wood, 
3,  within  thirty  rods  of  you,  at  this 
lent" 


2J^ 


asu-i   "-.-    ::ii;    ;a*r=r  ^scca^a^  aid  itaewn* 

iL-a  >_:r^— i^L  Is?  *ui:i  >^r^gs  are  onh"  betnj» 
.in.  xi  "Uti  *>:■  r:cn>*>  .c  im  pari  of  dbe  nodd; 

n;^   ^r-ir-  jj    aiiil3*ria?;<.    We  were 

:.  «     tr.  IT  ii  oitr  ^:^  zLoch  more inlcrert  tlii 

:i  V-  a  v-ui-OLc-i  :^ift:i  -r  :c^  prohdblj  Inve  bed 

iL.r.-*i  i;fei  tidsic  rec  -ngn  been  toM  a  ton 
Ik  1.  z\iL  n  ^isr  :£!  ^e  :craer  side  of  the  wooi 
i-r  iil»ir:a  4^  kr«--rz.  :o-  liesdl  BMSt  intootm 
.\L.:sr:i.  s;  il  :iiae  diutken  rf  the  toot 
-- 1:  -  :c  zi..<t  iZfi  10  aa  interest  in  tkie 
iui  ac-  :^':  iciiri:-:Grs  rretkren  of  the  flS* 
i:..':r^  LitL  ru:^.^  "iuv  x>4aegiioBtbly  imgnci 

-.:  :i:  s'u:«i  xxm^^c  r^HXiine  among themdic^ 

uii     ni   I'l^K-:'.  -rz*:^   -Ar;e  tnned  oat  to  h 
7-^r-ii -.:>!,  :asi>:  zi«:«  aodnessed  himaelf  to  «• 
■  "^~2i*^  rr/:«s-  ci:     Know  tribe?" 
-  Ticj  a:^   !;LJed  Anti-nml  Inpna— «  ** 

r-  :•:  -3.  tij*  pm  <<  the  conntzj,  and  are  ^ 


-  I   &3ft  a^Tftai    dA.     Tliey 
•i«:uca  re  ^  in  pttnt»  bnt 


not  hoMtf 
aUrtB  oritf 
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Another  long  and  wondering  conference 
Qcoeedei  It  is  to  be  supposed  that  such  a 
Mtf  as  that  of  the  Anti-renters  was  hitherto 
Bolnown  among  the  American  savages.  The 
kit  intelligence  of  the  existence  of  such  a 
people  would  naturally  awaken  great  interest, 
nd  we  were  soon  requested  to  show  them  the 
rqr  to  the  spot  where  this  unheard-of  tribe 
light  be  found.  This  was  going  somewhat 
nrther  than  my  uncle  had  anticipated,  but  he 
m  not  a  man  to  beat  a  retreat  when  he  had 
loe  undertaken  an  enterprise.  After  a  short 
cGberation  with  himself,  he  signified  his  assent ; 
nd  alighting  from  our  wagon,  we  fastened  Tom 
GBer's  horse  to  a  stake  of  one  of  the  fences, 
id  set  off,  on  foot,  as  guides  to  our  new 
etfaren,  in  seeking  the  great  tribe  of  the  Anti- 
nters !  We  had  not  gone  half  the  distance  to 
e  woods  before  we  met  Holmes  and  Tubbs, 
10,  getting  a  cast  in  another  wagon,  until 
gr  reached  the  place  where  their  own  vehicle 
»  stationed,  had  recovered  that,  and  were 
w  on  their  way  home,  apprehensive  that 
oe  new  freak  of  their  great  allies  might 
ow  them  out  into  the  highway  again.  This 
apon,  our  own  excepted,  was  the  only  one 
t    had  yet    emerged  from   the   wood,   the 
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:^^T^  o:-  K.me  mentr  othen  prefeiriQ?  ** 
reriiin  in  the  background  until  the  dcvw 
zzrzZLZ  of  the  meeting  between  the  tribes  i^ 

"  What,   in   natur ,  does  aU   this   men*    j 
fx.-l&izied  old  Holmes,  as  we  approached Uii 
r:ir.i:2^  in  his  horse,  for  the  purpofles  of  ici»* 
!:rtnx      "  Is  the  governor  sending  oat  ffri 
I-;ir*   aela'  us.  in  order  to  fiiTOur  the  taJ" 

This  was  taking  a  harsh  and  nx)8t  undiaritA 
v:iw  ;f  the  course  of  the  gOTemor,  forananti- 
ri-ur :  but  that  functionaiy  having  made  4l 
.-:£r::&!  blunder  of  servings  altogether,  noAtf 
*-  G.\]  r.or  Mammon"  in  this  great  qneite 
r.'.ust  oxy«cot  to  take  it  right  and  left,  as  noAtf 
G\  o  n :  r  Mammon  will  be  veiy  likely  to  vpgn^ 
.:  Ids  c»ur5e- 

-  Veil*  I  don't  know,"  was  my  uncle's  ansW 
-  IVs^^  ist  ra-al  red-men,  und  dem  yoonder  'd 
T%n]  Ir?j:ns.  dat's  alL  Vhat  miglit  faring  dw 
warriors  here,  joost  now,  you  must  afdc  of  dflK- 
«^1to5^  if  Tou  wants  to  Tam.* 

*'  Then?  can  be  no  harm  in  asldng;  I\iii 
WIST  skeary  about  redskins,  haraig  aeea  te 
often,  and  my  father  fit  'em  in  his  day,  aa  Vn 
been  him  telL     Sago,  Saga* 
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iago,"  answered  Prairiefire^  with  his  cus- 

ry  courtesy. 

Vbere,  in  natur',  do  you  red-men  all  come 

and  where  can  ye  be  goin'?" 
was  apparent  that  Hoknes  belonged  to  a 
A  that  never  hesitated  about  putting  any 
bion;  and  that  would  have  an  answer^  if 
iswer  was  to  be  got  The  old  chief  had 
ibly  met  with  such  pale-faces  before,  the 
lined  American  being  certainly  among  the 

diligent  of  all  the  human  beings  of  that 
But,  on  the  other  hand,  the  red-man 
ids  the  indulgence  of  a  too  eager  curiosity 
Mnanish,  and  unworthy  of  the  self-command 
dignity  of  a  warrior.  The  betraying  of 
rise,  and  the  indulgence  of  a  curiosity  fit 
for  squaws,  were  two  things  that  Prairie- 
had  doubtless  been  early  told  were  un- 
hy  of  his  sex ;  for  to  some  such  in-and-in 
iiDg  alone  could  be  referred  the  explana- 
of  the  circumstance  that  neither  Holmes* 
ler^  addrcis,  nor  language,  caused  in  him 
sast  expression  of  emotion.  He  answered 
[oeslions,  however,  and  that  with  a  cold- 
;hat  seemed  of  proof. 
Jome  fix>m  settbg  sun — ^been  to  see  Great 


— 1  m  ateard  the  governor,  anc 
Albany,  must  have  a  hand  in  thu 

What  Shabbakuk  thought  of 
and  them  chaps  at  Albany"  ia  n 
did  not  see  fit  to  make  any  xepl] 
propensity  to  meddle  was  probd 
appearance  of  these  real  Reddd 

^^  I  say^  fchy  do  ye  come  th]»-i 
continued,  repeating  his  questio 
been  to  Washington,  and  fi^uii 
( Anglice,  *  at  home'),  why  didn' 
the  way  ye  come?" 

**  Come  here  to  find  Injin ;  gc 
eh?" 

"  Injin  ?  why,  of  one  aort  wo 
the  critturs  than  a  body  can  rer 
with.  Of  what  colour  be  the  '. 
to  find?— Be  they  of  the  pafe4 
they  red  like  yourselves?" 

''  Want  to  find  red-man.  B 
top  of  dead  hemlock,  wind  U 
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^  these  red-flkms  are  in  search  of  old  Susquesus?^ 
Then  entirely  forgetting  the  necessity  of  main- 
tumng  his  broken  English  in  the  presence  of 
Ub  two  Bavensnest  listeners,  Shabbakuk 
lUUbs,  in  particular,  he  turned,  somewhat  in- 
Misiderately  for  one  of  his  years,  to  the 
hiiriefire,  and  hastily  remarked — 

^  I  can  help  you  in  your  search.  You  are 
UdDg  for  a  warrior  of  the  Onondagoes ;  one 
vko  left  his  tribe  a  hundred  siunmers  ago,  a 
nd-man  of  great  renown  for  finding  his  path  in 
Ab  forest,  and  who  would  never  taste  fire-water. 
-Bb  name  is  Susquesua."     * 

Until  this  moment,  the  only  white  man  who 
ViiiB  company  with  this  strange  party — strange 
it  least  in  our  portion  of  the  State  of  New 
Tork,  though  common  enough,  perhaps,  on  the 
#eit  thoroughfares  of  the  coimtry — ^had  been 
dent  This  man  was  an  ordinary  interpreter, 
^  had  been  sent  with  the  party  in  case  of 
imettity ;  but  being  little  more  acquainted  with 
^  ways  of  civilization  than  those  whoni  he 
^m  to  guide,  he  had  prudently  held  his  tongue 
ltt3  he  saw  that  he  might  be  of  some  use.  We 
afterwards  learned  that  the  sub-agent  who  had 
•Monipanied  the  chiefs  to  Washington,  had 
profited  by  the  wish  of  the  Indians  to  pay  their 
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passing  homage  to  the  "Withered  B 
that  still  stands,^  as  they  poeticalW  cafl 
quesus  in  their  own  dialecta^for  III 
several  tribes  were  preacat— to  pay  ^ 
his  own  relatives  in  Maasachueettij  hiAi| 
not  being  deemed  oecessaty  in  auch 
pious  pilgrimage. 

"You're  right,"  observed  the  %nM 
"  These  chiefs  have  not  come  to  lool| 
tribe,  but  there  are  two  of  the  ancient  i 
goes  among  them^  and  their  traditioiK 
chief,  called  Susquesusp  that  ha^  outUt^ 
thing  but  tradition;  who  left  his  oifl 
long,  long  ago,  and  who  left  a  great  I 
hind  him  for  vartue,  and  that  h  a  thi| 
skin  never  forgets.'* 

**  And  all    these    warriors   have  csfl 
miles  out  of  their  way,  to  pay  this 
Susquesus?" 

"  Such  has  been  their  wishy  and  I 
mission  of  the  Bureau  at  WashingtcKi, 
them  to  come.  It  costs  Uncle  Sam  $50 
more  than  it  otherwbe  might,  but  si 
will  do  all  the  warriors  of  the  West  a 
dollars  of  good;  no  men  honour 
justice  more  thao  red-skiaSj  though  it 
own  iiisl^on.'' 
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*^  sure  Unde  Sam  has  acted  no  more 
wn  n&lifn/v««i^^  ng  J  hope  he  always  may  act 


•'fispects  these  people.     Susquesua  is  an  old 
"^  of  mine,  and  I  will  lead  you  to  him." 

*Aiid  who  in  natur'  be  you  f^  demanded 
*Wme8,  his  curiosity  starting  off  on  a  new 

**  Who  am  I  ? — ^You  shall  know  who  I  am," 
%irered  uncle  Ro,  removing  his  wig,  an  action 
W  I  imitated  on  the  spot, — "  I  am  Roger 
ittlepage,  the  late  trustee  of  this  estate,  and 
ask  Hugh  Littlepage,  its  owner."  Old  Holmes 
It  good  pluck  in  most  matters ;  of  far  better 
off  at  the  bottom,  than  the  sneaking,  snivel- 
ig,  prating  demagogue  at  his  side;  but  by  this 
aoovery  he  was  dumb-founded !  He  looked  at 
y  unde,  then  he  looked  at  me ;  after  which,  he 
stened  a  distressed  and  inquiring  gaze  on 
habbakuk.  As  for  the  Indians,  notwithstand- 
ig  their  habitual  self-command,  a  common 
Hugh!"  was  uttered  among  them,  when  they 
tw  two  men,  as  it  might  be,  thus  scalping 
bemselves.  Uncle  Ro  was  excited,  and  his 
tener  was,  in  the  least  degree,  theatrical,  as 
ith  one  hand  he  removed  his  cap,  and  with  the 
tiier  his  wig;  hoUing  the  last)  with  an  ex- 
siided  arm,  in  the  direction  of  the  Indians. 


2U 
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As  a  red-man  is  rarely  guilty  of  any  act  of  nide* 
ness.  unless  he  mean  to  play  the  bmte  in  good 
earnest,  it  is  possible  that  the  Chippewa  towank 
whom  the  hand  which  held  the  wig  was  ez< 
tended^  mistook  the  attitude  for  an  iuTitation  to 
exanune  that  curious  article,  for  himself     It 
is  certain  he  gently  forced  it  firom  my  unde^ 
grasp,  and,  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye,  all  die 
sa^-ages  were  gathered  round  it,  uttering  maajf 
but  low  and  guarded  expressions  of  anipiiaa 
Those  men  were  all  chiefs,  and  they  restnuned 
their  astonishment  at  this  point.      Had  that 
been  any  of  the  ignoble  vulgar  among  dieflb 
there  is  little  doubt  that  the  wig  would  faaio 
passed  from  hand  to  hand,  and  been  filled  li  A 
dozen  heads,  already  shaved  to  receive  it 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 


"The  Qordon  is  gnde  in  a  harry, 

An'  Campbell  U  steel  to  the  bane ; 

An'  Grant,  an'  Mackenzie,  an'  Murray, 

An'  Oamenm  will  tmckle  to  nane." 


Heoa 


,  Thb  interruption  of  this  scene  came  from  old 
168,  who  cried  to  his  companion,  on  the 
key  in  which  it  was  usual  for  him  to 


"  This  is  downright  bad,  Shabbakuk — well 
rer  get  onr  leases  a'ter  this  ! " 
'  Nobody  can  say" — answered  Tubbs,  giving 
\  Icfud  hem,  as  if  determined  to  brazen  the  mat- 
*  €fat,     **  Maybe  the  gentleman  will  be  glad 
compromise  the  matter.    It*8  ag'in  law,  I 
for  any  one  to  appear  on  the  highway 
used — and  both  the  'Squire   Littlepages, 
Jpinll  notice,  neighbour  Holmes,  be  in  the  very 


il<  1 

m^iSf  :€  ^^  roadr  and  boik  ^ 

-^  ll&is'^  OWL— D*Te  tUak  wmjiii^m 
n:c-jicyikat?  I  wvnl  piofitibk  praedU 
^  ShiU»lakg«veaMClKrli«,lookaakli 
^oiL  « if  &>  sMCftuB  wlwt  kid  beoQBB  di 
I3jx3&  abr  be  dmir  fid  Mi  frMj  d»  l 

SLCMLK     (MnOre  ■DB^  ana  1B8B  BB  i 

*^  We  BB  J  leet  our  I 
Ef  T^HiH  jcree*  a»  Tm  wilfii*  todo^tobeiW 
sfru*  aS.HnchkBBtter^«>kiBga0*SqB]RliM 
riftp>  vidhKs  tokeukcBtolytowaiulBiVlfc 

Mt  a3ole%fidiiot  doignto  nydke  njtfN 
bu:.  kah>viii^  we  bad  done  no4iMng  to  1id|| 
wichia  due  Tiev  of  die  bte  Btaftot^  he  M 
cv>w:knk  die  TruKms  iCBCwiiig  bk  oftar  Uti 
to  W  dfeeir  guide. 

*^Tbeebie&  went  ToyauKk  to  kaevi 
Toa  dure,  end  bew  jom  two  obbb  bj  di 
9cbI{)^'*  «ud  dbe  intaprater.  mmBag  B». 
vbi>  imdefstood,  fiv  Ut  ova  pat^  Ae  mtft 
a  w^  Terr  wdL 

^TeD  dfteoA  dyit  Ibk  jov*  8"»iAmI 
Hagb  Lhdepage,  end  Ikefc  I  hi  mlt 
Hi^^  Litdepege  k  Ike  OWMT  oCte  1|P|^ 
TooMeoiieTefjadeof  joo.*  *  ^^j 
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^^  for  its  effect  on  the  Indians,  To  our 
^rise,  seyeral  of  them  soon  gathered  around, 
^videotlj  regarding  us  both  with  interest  and 

.  ''The  claims  of  a  landlord  seem  to  be  better 
iKidefBtood  among  these  untutored  savages, 
ttu  among  your  own  tenants,  Hugh,"  said 
^  imde.  **  But  there  goes  old  Holmes,  the 
Qibred  rogu^  and  his  friend,  Shabbakuk,  back 
to  the  woods ;  we  may  have  an  affiur  on  hand 
nithAiflnjins." 

''I  think  not,  sir.  It  does  not  appear  to  me 
tbt  there  is  valour  enough  in  that  tribe,  to 
ftoethis.  In  general,  the  white  man  is  fully 
t  mttch  for  the  redskin ;  but  it  may  be  doubted 
ihether  chiefs  like  these  would  not  prove  too 
MBtik  for  twice  their  number  of  varlets,  of 
Ae  breed  of  yonder  skulking  scoundrels.'' 

**Why-  do  the  chiefs  manifest  so  much  in- 
iaest  in  us?"  asked  my  uncle  of  the  inter- 
preter. **  Is  it  possible  that  they  pay  so  much 
iMpect  to  us,  on  account  of  our  connexion 
widi  this  estate?" 

«Not  at  all— not  at  alL  They  know  the 
Sffisrence  between  a  chief  and  a  common  man 
irell  enough,  it  is  true,"  was  the  answer; 
'and  twenty  times,   as  we   have  come  down 

VOL..   IL  L 


lit  1 

thi  cwig.1i  tke  cooBtiyy  laifc  hMJ  i 
nine  id  me,  tkn  M  nmnj 
dftfNdd  be  cUe6,  among  fimfth*m9 
tkey  care  nodiiiig  lor  ridiea.  He  is  the  ff^ 
man  amoag  dkCBu  vim  m  belt  «i  a  tnrf*' 
and  at  a  couKiL-fire;  tlmii|^  iimj  Jk  1m*^ 
tbem  ^bat  basbad  gieaft  and  nmnu  aamilott 
^But  ther  seem  to  befaray  aame  uaumJ* 
extraoidinary  interest  in  mb  too;  pohvi  *l 
are  surprised    at    seeing   genilemeB  it  m 


"*  Lord,  ar,  wbat  do  men  owe  for  diM 
that  are  oaed  to  aee  the  bcadaof  fi»loni« 
forts,  half  the  time  dremed  in  iluiB  I  A 
know  that  there  be  boBdaya  and  wodoiM^f 
timed  for  every-daj  wear,  and  timaa  for  Mh 
and  paint  No— no— th^  look  at  }«a  M 
with  8o  much  interest,  on  aoooont  af  Ai 
traditions." 

""Their  traditionsl  Wlmt  oan  Ihms  ll 
to  do  with  ns?  WebmoMrarkidaByil 
to  with  Indians.'' 

''Thais  true  of  yon,  and  mty  U4tm 
your  fathers;  but  it's  mttraeef^lMfttfji 
ancestors  Yesterday^  after  f  ulmi  gitlH 
night's  stopping-plaoe,  two  of  tfaf  ^Mlb^ 
smallish  man  with   the 
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and  that  elderly  warrior,  who  has  been 
moe  scalped,  as  you  can  see  by  his  crown,  began 
to  tell  of  some  of  the  treacheries  of  their  own 
bribe,  which  was  once  a  Canada  people.  The 
dderly  chief  related  the  adventures  of  a  war- 
path, that  led  out  of  Canada,  across  the  large 
wmteifs  down  to  a  settlement  where  they  ex- 
pected to  get  a  great  many  scalps,  but  where 
in  the  end  they  lost  more  scalps  than  they 
firand;  and  where  they  met  Susquesus,  the 
upright  Onondago,  as  they  call  him  in  that 
tongue,  as  well  as  the  Yengeese  owner  of  the 
land,  at  this  very  spot,  whom  they  called  by 
A  name  something  like  your  own,  who  was  a 
vanicxr  of  great  courage  and  skill  by  their 
tnditions.  They  suppose  you  to  be  the  descen- 
dants of  the  last,  and  honour  you  accordingly ; 
that's  all.'' 

**  And,  is  it  possible  that  these  untutored 
beingB  have  traditions  as  reliable  as  this  ?" 

''LiCMPd,  if  you  coidd  hear  what  they  say 
among  themselves,  about  the  lies  that  are  read 
to  them  out  of  the  pale-face  prints,  you  would 
Fara  bow  much  store  they  set  by  truth  I  In 
mj  day,  I  have  travelled  through  a  hundred 
miles  of  wilderness,  by  a  path  that  was  no  better, 
Mr  any  wersc,  than  an  Indian  tradition  of  its 
l2 
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manner  of  running ;  and  a  tnnditiim  tiiai  im^ 
have  been,  at  leasts  a  hundred  simuiMn  oS 
Thej  know  all  about  your  forefiithen^  and  the 
know  something  about  you,  too^  if  yon  be  fft 
gentleman  that  finds  the  upright  Qnondigo^ « 
the  Withered  Hemlock,  in  his  old  agi^  will* 
wigwam,  and  keeps  it  filled  with  feed  td' 
fuel" 

''Is  this  possible!  And  all  this  is  qpofai^  | 
and  known  among  the  savages  of  the  Af  1 
West?^ 

^^  If  you  call  these  chieft,  savages^^ 
the  interpreter,  a  little  ofiended  at  hearing .ff>k 
a  term  applied  to  his  best  friends  and 
associates.  ^'  To  be  sure  they  have 
and  so  have  the  pale-faces ;  bal  Iqjin  imp  ^ 
not  so  very  savage,  when  a  body  gets  •  BHP 
used  to  them«  Now,  I  remember  ife  wiiel>4 
time  before  I  could  get  reconciled  to  ■"■>'  *> 
warrior  scalp  his  enemy ;  but  as  I  vd 
it,  and  entered  into  the  spirit  of  the  pMlte' 
began  to  feel  it  was  all  right* 

I  was  walking  just  in  firont  of  my  nii^  '' 
we  were  in  motion  agun]oa  our  miy  to:lN 
wood,  but  could  not  help  taming  mai  W^fi^ 
him  with  a  smile — 

''  So  it  would  seem  thai  thbjwttvtif  I* 
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18  to  be  found  in  other  places  besides 
lature.  There  is  the  *  spirit  of  scalping,' 
8  the  *  spirit  of  the  institutions  1' " 

Hugh,  and  the  ^  spirit  of  fleecing,'  as 
lence  of  what  is  profanely  termed  the 
it  it  may  be  well  to  go  no  nearer  to  the 
m  this  spot.  The  Injins  I  have  told 
re  in  these  bushes  in  front,  and  they  are 
[  leave  you  to  communicate  with  them 
nanner  you  please.  They  are  about 
Q  number." 

iterpreter  informed  his  chiefs  of  what 
1  said,  who  spoke  together  in  earnest 
ion  for  a  moment.  Then  Prairiefire, 
plucked  a  branch  off  the  nearest  bush, 
iing  it  up,  he  advanced  close  to  the 
d  called  out  aloud,  in  some  one,  or  in 
'  tlie  Afferent  dialects  with  which  he 
tainted*    I  saw  by  the  moving  of  their 

that  men  were  in  the  bushes ;  but  no 
f  any  sort  was  made.  There  was  one 
I  our  band,  who  betrayed  manifest  im- 
at  these  proceedings.  He  was  a  large, 
Iowa  chief,  called  in  English  Flinty- 
d,  as  we  subsequently  learned,  of  great 
for  martial  exploits.  It  was  always 
o  hold  him  in,  when  there  was  a  pro-* 
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spcct  of  scalps ;  and  he  was  now  less  re^to™ 
than  common,  from  the  circwnstance  w  » 
having  no  superior  of  his  own  particular  tnW 
present.     After  Prairiefire  had  called  two  (ff 
three  times  in  vain  to  the  party  in  the  ewer, 
Flinty  heart  8tepi)ed  out,  spoke  a  few  words  trtk 
energy  and  spirit,  terminating  liis  appeal  by  » 
most  effective,  not  to  say  appalling,  vhoop. 
Tliat  sound  was  echoed  back  by  most  of  the 
band,  when  they  all  broke  off,  right  and  lA 
stealing  more  like  snakes  than  bipeds  to  the 
fences,  under  cover  of  which  they  glanced  (cx- 
ward  to  the  wood,  in  which  every  man  of  then 
buried  himself,  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye   I» 
vain  had  the  interpreter  called  to  them,  to  reminil 
them  where  they  were,  and  to  tell  them  thit 
they  might  displease  their   Great  Father  it 
Washington ;  and  Prairiefire  stood  his  gronni 
exposed  to  any  shot  the  supposed  foe  might  seal 
at  him.     On  they  went,  like  so  many  hovnb 
that  have  struck  a  scent  too  strong  to  be  hddin 
restraint  by  any  whipper-in. 

'<  They  expect  to  find  Injina,"  said  tbe  inte^ 
preter,  in  a  sort  of  despair,  ''and  there's  no 
holdin'  'em  back.  There  can  be  no  enemies  o 
their'n  down  here-a-way,  and  the  agent  will  b 
awfully  angry  if  blood  ia  drawn;    thoi^  ! 
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mind  it  a  bit,  if  the  partj  waa  Bome  of 
mdrek,  the  Sauks  and  Foxes,  whom 
a  nuurcy  to  kilL  It's  different  down 
uer,  and  I  must  saj,  I  wish  this  hadn*t 

n 

le  and  myself  just  waited  long  enough 
is,  when  we  rushed  forward,  along  the 
and  entered  the  wood,  joined  by 
f  who,  fancying  by  our  movement  that 
ht,  now  raised  such  a  whoop  himself, 
^nstrate  it  was  not  for  want  of  ^^  know- 
that  he  had  hitherto  been  silent.  The 
$  a  curve  at  the  very  poiiatt  where  it 
i  the  forest,  and  being  fringed  with 
\  already  mentioned,  the  two  circuia- 
ut  out  the  view  of  what  was  passing 
e  scenes,  until  we  reached  the  turn, 
>nmion  halt  of  the  wagons  had  been 
m  the  whole  view  burst  upcm  us  at 
I  its  nmgnificence. 

of  a  "grand  army"  could  scarcely 
L  more  picturesque !  The  road  was 
1  vehicles,  in  full  retreat,  to  use  a 
srm,  or,  to  speak  in  the  more  oommon 
scampering  o£  Every  whip  was  in 
» every  horse  was  (m  the  run,  whilst 
cea  were  turned  behind  their  owners^ 


•an  wimsi  scEirz:^  bw^  scremis  to  ^  wb^ 

i€  ^  aTi^B^^.     As  for  the  Inpiu^tliejU' 

sinirc-^j  kzazsi^zjed  the  woods,  and  poaH 

i'  ^  in: :  "i^e  li^wav,  speed  like  thdndentfi 

ill   rctiii  rr:-:=»i  ::r  i«  finest  £^f.    Sol 

liid  jtriz^i  i=ro  -vi^jz^  P^uig  thenudTV  \ 

un*  &:£  tfn:^  TErr:i-:-c«  wires  and  dangfaten 

-2ac  7«.t6  c  :c  ie  honest  Teomanrjr  wlio  1 

il«rjr>i*i  T-:   if— Lse  the  means  of  cheati]^  i 

•ir    c  31-  irrc^rtj.    But,  why  dweD  cm  i 

*-!i»f.  sz?."^  ijie  txtlvis  of  these  Inpns,  fcrl 

ib^  s:x  7:!*.irN  hiT^  in^dj  proved  that  the  a 

txoic  3.  "vijri  :i«rjr  excel  is,  in  running  twi 

Tiaj  ij«  '-ir.^:*  wben  a  doxen  can  get  lomii 

sn:rji  liii^  '■:  ^at  %ad  feather  him ;  Taliant, 

X  i  .Oiir*5ii  i^ii=^  n^e  or  ax,  and  oocaskal 

ii-r^iniriers.  wicz  each  rictim  can  be  destnj 

:t  f-i  :c  ?LX  b'£Iecsy  to  make  sure  of  M 

Zi*i  Tiry  xT:ir£ce  of  the  aooondrds  akn 

^:::>:^r  litec:  l:a:r:&oa2e  to  the  niicdecoiBmaiiK 

linc   ic^  ibi:  h&s  spirit  onlj  to  himt  m  psc 

Xiasr  vTcr  i:  rae  b.Htom. 

I  z:'.:2^?  ioi  :ae  other  object  to  the  view,  hv 
:-*';r.  H.izzies  azid  Shabbaknk  hrooghtift 
T^f^fcT.  jksi  bcfh  were  flogging  their  detotad  ba 
iBi^  if  2iff  csi^Ten — ^I  dare  not  call  Ai 
-  sBKttcs^"  as  I  m%ht  be  aoenaed  of  arisloeB 
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log  80  offensive  a  term  in  this  age  of 
m-sense  liberty,  while  "  employers"  is  a 
ignificant  expression  for  the  particular 
1 — as  if  his  "employers,"  then,  had  left 
ng  behind  them  at  "  Little  Neest,**  and 
irrying  back  to  obtain  it  before  it  fell 
ler  hands.  Old  Holmes  kept  looking 
as  if  chased  by  the  covenants  of  forty 
jehile  the  "  Spirit  of  the  Institutions," 
by  two  governors,  and  "  the  honourable 
an  from  Albany,"  was  in  iuU  pursuit. 
*  Spirit  of  the  Institutions"  was  really 
t  was  quite  alone ;  for  I  looked  in  vain 
exhibition  of  any  other  spirit.  In  much 
e  than  it  has  taken  me  to  write  this 
,  the  road  was  cleared,  leaving  my 
lyself,  and  Prairiefire,  in  quiet  posses- 
he  latter  uttering  a  very  significant 
"  as  the  last  wagon  went  out  of  sight 
id  of  dust. 

IS  but  a  moment,  however,  before  our 

)e,  or  trtbes  will  be  more  accurate,  came 

pon  us,  collecting  in  the  road  at  the 

>t  where  we  stood.    The  victory  had 

odless,  but  it  was  complete.     Not  only 

savage  Indians  completely  routed  the 

and    much-oppressed-by-aristocracy 

l3 
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Injinsy  but  they  had  captured  two  V^x 
yirtue  and  depression  in  tbe  ptinoas  oT^ 
of  the  band.     So  very  aigmficaat  ui^ 
siye  was  the  manner   of  the  oug^aa^ 
Flintyheart,  into  whose  hands  they  haV 
not  only  seemed  to  hold  their  scalps  I 
tempt,  but  actually  had  disdained  to 
them.     There  they  stood^  bondleB  of 
resembling  cluldren  in  Bwaddling^dodM 
nothing  partaking  of  that  natural  .freei 
which  their  party  loTO  to  boast,  bat  the 
which  were  left  at  perfect  liberty,  by  wi 
dernier  ressorL     My  undo  now  assumed 
authority,  and  commanded  these  fellows 
off  their  disguises.     He  might  as  wd 
ordered  one  of  the  oaks,  or  raaples,  to  hq 
its  leaves  before  the  season  came  loa 
neither  would  obey. 

The  interpreter,  howeTer  whose  m 
Manytongues,  rendered  into  Sn^ish  fr 
Indian  dialects,  was  a  man  of  soipriflim 
words,  considering  his  calling  on  an  Si 
like  this.  Walking  up  to  one  of  Ifaa  pri 
he  first  disarmed  him,  and  them  noMi 
calico  hood,  exposing  the  diwiwrfled  t 
nance  of  Brigham,  Tom  Millsi^  4 
labourer.      The   ''im|^r   timfe 
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Indlaitf  were  very  expreaBlve,  on  finding  tbat 
aot  only  did  a  pale-face  countenance  appear 
Aooi  beneath  the  covering,  but  one  that  m%ht 
he  laid  to  be  somewhat  paler  than  common. 
MuTtongnes  had  a  good  deal  of  frontier  wag- 
f-  geiy  about  him,  and  by  this  time  he  began  to 
comprehend  how  the  land  lay.  Pfussing  his 
;  kod  over  Joah's  head,  he  coolly  remarked — 
l  ''That  scalp  would  be  thought  more  of,  in 
r.  Iowa,  than  it's  ra-ally  worth,  I'm  thinking,  if 
truth  was  said.  But  let  us  see  who  we  have  here.'' 
Suiting  the  action  to  the  words,  as  it  is 
temed,  the  interpreter  laid  hold  of  tlie  hood  of 
the  other  captive,  but  did  not  succeed  in 
I  louoving  it  without  a  sharp  struggle.  He 
cSficted  his  purpose,  assisted  by  two  of  the 
yoonger  chiefs,  who  stepped  forward  to  aid  him. 
I  anticipated  the  result,  for  I  had  early  recog- 
Bised  the  goar;  but  great  was  the  surprise  of 
fDj  uncle  when  he  saw  Seneca  Newcome's  well- 
bown  face  developed  by  the  change ! 

Seneca — or,  it  might  be  better  now  to  use 

Ik  own  favoiuite  orthoepy,  and  call  him  Seneiy, 

at  once,  for  he  had  a  particularly  sneaking  look 

aa  he  emerged  from  under  the  calico,  and  this 

VDoId  be  suiting  the  sound  to  appearances — 

Senekjr^  then,  was  in  a  ^'mingled  tumult,"  as 


2^TZ3SKXST; 


TiiT-mr  iiw  racnr*  tj  "'■"iiuMfinrf w^ thf  Tfff*^ 
T  11^  ^Tf^iH-s^  :r  ft2T  £uik  of  Us  ovDi* 
-.ii:rir  -i  lucCTiri  ii  o*ti  &gniet  by  1 
5s^-ii?=  -a  xL^f  .rcLr*^.  Indeed,  the 
::  T-UL!i  -=xi^^  3z»f!i  -m^tzi  at  eadi  other,  aBM* 
ic  insj^arki-L  rfsiIniSed  me  of  two  gune  oocb 
aac  iz^  .HI  :^vz  :c  izitfEr  Ih^  vhlmi  tiireeM 
:iL'*i     cur.    vrft    tHf  eapeptioD — whbAb 

*  r*i^  j?  iZ  jTjcr  nak.  too  eowwdly  do^ 

sku~  S^Qtfk-.  jijzi:^  iifr.-ehr.  for  shune  fatdiU 

i;>  -iics  ▼--•ii  "ri.cc.    -  Hjd  yott  kept  on  jn* 

>^c.  ui£  Ti-c  n:i  zl«;  d>viiy  id  your  haste  ftD^ 

if.  I  n.;^:  iii-Tf  r^cmsedr  aad  got  dev  viA 

I7ii2«  ifii^sLaiJ!-  -v^fes  TOO  miieh  lor  JoikBi^  vw 

«&<-vcru.jK»i.  Vj^«vcae  had  aeonny  fiDsal*. 
^.iCfrzesi^  r:  r^cr^ai:  &ad  BngkuB^  aofirfii* 
:«f  u72£  i3tf  ^-tssav  o<  hk  conung  dov^  hid  ci^ 


It  irt«  pcv^fsrate 


rrso 


-?v. 


hands  of  tiKir< 
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ant  nothin'  from  you,  'Sqidre  Newcome," 
id  Joshua,  quite  decidedly  as  to  tone  and 
;  "  jfottr  character  is  well  known,  all  up 
n  the  country." 

at  of  my  character? — ^What  have  you 
J  agin'  me  or  my  character?*'  demanded 
ney  at  law,  in  a  tone  of  high  defiance, 
to  see  the  man  who  can  say  anything 
r  character." 

was  pretty  well,  considering  that  the 
id  actually  been  detected  in  the  com- 
of  a  felony;  though  I  suppose  that 
'  would  have  been  gotten  over,  in  a 
nse,  by  the  claim  of  being  taken  while 
ig  in  defence  of  human  rights,  and  the 
Df  the  institutions."  The  defiance  was 
1  for  Brigham's  patience,  and  being  fully 
by  this  time,  that  he  was  not  in  much 
f  being  scalped,  he  turned  upon  Seneca, 
],  with  something  more  than  spirit,  with 
hi  rancour — 

I're  a  pretty  fr'ind  of  the  poor  man,  and 
leople,  if  truth  must  be  said,  an't  you  ? 
Ay  in  the  county  that's  in  want  of 

mows  what  you  be,  you  d d  shaver." 

le  last  words  came  out,  Seneky's  fist 
upon  Brigham's  nose,  causing  the  blood 


-  i  T  i^«->.     If  J  ^sck  Bo  now  ui 

zznt:  ".    nTzir':::^-  izti  h&  lebokfid  th^ 

-:  -  r^.i    S:3«7.  sdll   Aagiy  and  led 

•  ■=="!  -   vii:  isus  caa  tliere  be  is  ^^ 
u-:^-.  Z'uT  NT-w-.xcje  :     You  are  a  memb^ 
:u.-   iz»l  :^iz  :.:  saderstand  the  h^^  * 

-  .;r  t:zi—,  131  ,-az3p:-i  stand  in  needrfbWs 
'.. :•  :iic  -T  "iikr  iejii  decided  by  the  !»(*•* 
::-'.  ,^.iL.  .  :*  7  or  Sck:^  that  it  is  no  xepwA  *• 
>  .-i^r;.;  i  siiTcr !  N:4ne  of  tbe  bono©** 
n.;^  ■«;>  c  zj^iz  I-zarT»l  bodr,  indeed, «» *• 
n.::.!-  .c  :ii:  ::-Tnry.  that  it  is  matter  of  cd^ 
TiKZ*hLZ*.c  iztL  c'.c^ruoiMaaiL    I  am  isbi*^ 

.  -  u.  >Ir.  NtTcccie — Fm  quite  aehuBfli* 

S.2.:i;  -z-rfcr^d  somethings  m  whiA  ^ 
:L;:v::.:'i  I  ;:.iii:rs:.xxi  the  wards»  "the  Court ^ 
y.-r:i>  "rt;  i i"  cr  *"  the  Court  of  Bb«* 


SLcae  Terr 


bad  phoeb  which  I«>l 
2'.c  TJLr*K' :  cc:  I  will  not  take  on  myaelf  ■* 
izj  1LLZ  of  dwency  ooold  really  vm  *^ 
rT\T-^r*:zt  'n-:jna^e  aboot  a  body  so  tralf  •••' 
Ks::.  :jl^x:^  a  person  in  a  pamm  ii 
,u£p.v«c  :•>  rrp?t  propriety.    My 
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ihoQght  it  time  to  put  an  end  to  this  scene ; 
and^  withoat  deigning  to  enter  into  any  expla- 
flfltioDs,  he  signified  to  Manytongues  hb  readi- 
Bm  to  lead  his  chiefs  to  the  point  where  they 
desired  to  go. 

"  As  to  these  two  Injins,"  he  added,  "  their 
oipture  will  do  us  no  honour;  and  now  we 
kiow  who  they  are,  they  can  be  taken  at  any 
lime  by  the  deputy  sheriff  or  constables.  It  is 
kudly  worth  while  to  encumber  your  march 
with  such  fellows." 

The  chiefs  assented  to  this  proposal,  too,  and 
we  quitted  the  woods  in  a  body,  leaving  Seneky 
ttd  Joshua  on  the  ground.  As  we  subse- 
fnently  learned,  our  backs  were  no  sooner 
tnmed,  than  the  last  pitched  into  the  first,  and 
poonded  him  not  only  until  he  owned  he  was 

**a  shaver,"  but  that  he  was  "  a  d d  shaver" 

in  the  bargain.     Such  was  the  man,  and  such 

the  class,  that  the  deluded  anti-renters  of  New 

Tork  wish  to  substitute,  in  a  social  sense,  for 

the  ancient  landlords  of  the  country  I    A  pretty 

tq>-sheaf  they  would  make  to  the  stack  of  the 

community^  and  admirably  would  the  grain  be 

kept  that  was  protected  by  their  covering  I  One 

irould  like  to  see  fellows  of  this  moral  calibre 

interpreting  their  covenants ;  and  it  would  be  a 


useAil,  tboagh  a  punM  leflBon,  to  tee  lk 
change  effected  for  a  twelTemoixtii,  in  orisr  ^ 
aacertam,  after  tilings  had  got  back  into  the  m 
natural  channel,  how  nmnj  would  Am  wi§1i  to 
*•  retum,  lite  the  dog  to  his  Tomhy  or  the  so* 
to  her  wallowing  in  the  naire*'* 

After  giving  some  directions  to  Man jtongneif 
mj  uncle  and  I  got  into  our  wagon  and  drore 
up  the  Toadj  living  the  Indians  to  fdlow.  D« 
rendezvouB  was  at  the  Nest,  whither  we  bi* 
now  determined  to  proceed  at  onoe^  and  mSBtH 
our  proper  characters.      In  pas&itig  the  rectoij 
we  found  time  to  stop  and  ran  in,  to  inqiiii* 
after  the  welfare  of  Mr»  and   Miss  Wiirrm* 
Great  was  my  joy  at  learning  they  had  gmt€  en 
to  the  Nest,  where  they  were  all  to  dine.    Hi 
intelligence  did  not  tend  to  leeeen  the  8pe«dof 
Millcr^i  horse,  or  my  horsCf  it  would  he  bettff  i 
aayj  for  I  am  the  real  owner  of  eveiythi 
the  Nest  Farm,  and  shall  probably  m  reiuaiJ* 
unless  the  "epirit  of  the  Institutions''  geis  a* 
my  property  there,  as  well  as  in  other  pli<?^' 
In  the  course  of  half  an  hour  we  drove  on  tM 
lawn,  and  stopped  at  the  door«     It  will  be  r&^ 
lected  that  the  Indians  had  our  wigs,  wUcti  b**^ 
been  left  by  my  uncle  and  myself  in  tharhaft***- 
as  things  of  no  further  use  to  ua.    Kolt^^^^' 
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our  dresses,  the  instant  we  presented 
B  without  these  instruments  of  dis- 
e  were  recognised,  and  the  cry  went 
the  house  and  grounds  that  **  Mr.  Hugh 
ae  home  I"  I  confess  I  was  touched 
ne  signs  of  interest  and  feeling  that 
the  domestics,  as  well  as  those  who 
1  out  of  doors,  when  thej  saw  me  again 
;  before  them  in  health,  if  not  in  good 
Mjunde,  too,  was  welcome;  and  there 

few  minutes  during  which  I  forgot 
grounds  for   vexation,   and  was  truly 

•ugh  my  grandmother,  and  sister,  and 
Tarren,  all  knew  what  the  cry  of  **  Mr. 
as  got  home"  meant,  it  brought  every* 
t  upon  the  piazza.  Mr.  Warren  had 
lie  events  of  the  day,  as  far  as  he  was 
:ed  with  them;  but  even  those  who  were 
icret  were  surprised  at  our  thus  return- 
rigged,  and  in  our  proper  characters, 
lyself^  I  could  not  but  note  the  manner 
li  the  four  gurls  came  out  to  meet  me. 
flew  into  my  embrace,  cast  her  arms 
Euy  neck^  kissing  me  six  or  eight  times 
stopping.  Then  Miss  Coldbrooke  came 
ith  Anne  Marston  leaning  on  her  arm, 
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both  smiling,  though  greatly  Biirpriaedy  and  both 
bright,  and  pretty,  and  ladj-like.  Thqr  wen 
glad  to  see  me,  and  met  my  salatatioiui  fimUf 
and  like  old  friends  s  though  I  could  see  tfaf 
did  not  fancy  my  dress  in  the  least.  Mn^ 
Warren  was  behind  them  all,  amiling,  UvUf 
and  shy;  but  it  did  not  require  two  looks  fioa 
me  to  make  certain  that  kar  welcome  was  il 
sincere  as  that  of  my  older  friendSi  Ife 
Warren  was  glad  to  have  it  in  his  powar  tl 
greet  us  openly,  and  to  form  an  aoqvftinteM 
with  those,  to  whose  return  he  had  nowbM 
looking  with  anxiety  and  hope»  for  three  or  Atf 
years, 

A  few  minutes  sufficed  for  the  ueoeflMiy  ffr 
planations,  a  part  of  which,  indeedl,  hadahMf 
been  made  by  those  who  were  preYioasly  in  Alj 
secret;  when  my  dear  grandmotber  and  M] 
insisted  on  our  going  up  to  our  old  xooMb  ^ 
of  dressing  ourselves  in  attire  more  soitaUBii^ 
our  stations.  A  plenty  of  summer  dodiMW 
been  left  behind  us,  and  our  wardrobes  had  iMi 
examined  that  morning  in  anticipatm  sf  ^ 
soon  haying  need  of  them;  so  thsA  M  f^ 
time  was  necessary  to  make  the  6bamg^  I^ 
a  little  fuller  than  when  I  left  hoBBS^  bit  ■* 
clothes  being  loose,  there  was  bo  iStkHHf  ^ 
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laipping  mjwdL  I  found  a  handBome  blue 
less  coat,  that  did  very  well,  and  vests  and 
MEBtaloons,  ad  Kbitum.  Clothing  is  so  much 
dhwper  in  Europe  than  at  home,  that  Amen- 
OtaB  who  are  well  supplied,  do  not  often  carry 
UmA  with  them  when  they  go  abroad;  and 
Ail  had  been  a  rule  with  my  unde  all  his  life. 
Eich  of  us,  moreover,  habitually  kept  a  supply 
nt  eountry  attire  at  the  Nest,  which  we  did  not 
Utink  of  removing.  In  consequence  of  these 
I  domestic  circumstances,  as  has  been  said, 
( was  no  want  of  the  means  of  putting  my 
and  myself  on  a  level  with  others  of  our 
dase,  as  respects  outward  appearance,  in  that 
Allied  part  of  the  country,  at  least. 

Ike  apartments  of  my  uncle  and  myself  were 
%Bte  near  each  other,  in  the  north  wing  of  the 
Wote;  or  that  which  looked  in  the  direction  of 
%firtof  the  meadows  under  the  cliff,  the  wooded 
^'vine,  and  the  wigwam,  or  cabin,  of  the 
*  Upright  Onondago."  The  last  was  very 
lliiiily  in  view,  from  the  window  of  my  dress- 
l^-room;  and  I  was  standing  at  the  latter, 
^Memplatii^  the  figures  of  the  two  old  fellows, 
^  tli^  sat  basking  in  the  sun,  as  was  their 
pKiekioe  of  an  aftemooiv.  when  a  tap  at  the. 
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door  proved  to  be  the  announoement  of  tk 
entrance  of  John. 

^  Well,  John,  mv  good  fellow,**  I  said,  ki^ 
ingi  Y ;  ^'  I  find  a  wig  makes  a  great  diffeRMT 
with  TOOT  means  of  recognisuig  an  old  intBt 
I  must  thank  you,  neYertheleas,  for  the  goot 
cnntment  you  gave  me  in  mj  character  of  i 
xausc-grinder." 

-  I  am  sore,  Mr.  Hugh,  you  are  hendf 
voloome  to  mv  services,  come  as  yon  nmj  fi 
s^k  them.  It  was  a  most  surprisingest  deop 
xion.  sir,  as  I  shall  ever  hadmit ;  bat  I  thoi!^ 
the  whole  time  you  wasn  t  exactly  what  jNi' 
seemed  to  be,  as  I  told  Kitty  as  soon  as  I 
down  stairs :  •  Kitty,*  says  I,  *  them  two  pedto 
iifr  just  the  two  genteelest  pedlars  as  hererlfli 
in  this  country,  and  I  shouldn't  wonder  if  A^ 
had  known  better  days.'  But,  now  yon  kMl 
UH?n  to  see  the  hanti-renteis  with  your  oif 
eyes.  Mr.  Hugh,  what  do  you  think  of  tbM* 
I  may  be  so  bold  as  to  ask  the  question?" 

*-  Very  much  as  I  thought,  before  I  bsdbfl^ 
ui  see  them.     They  are  a  set  of  fUknn  «b 
an?  canting  about  liberty,  at  the  teiy 
when  they  are  doing  aU  they  can  to 
its  laws^  and  who  mistake  solfiihawi  ir  p 
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cicytisin;  just  as  their  backers  in  the  State 
jOTernxnent  are  doing,  bj  using  the  same  cant, 
when  their  object  is  nothing  but  votes.  If  no 
had  a  vote,  this  question  would  never 
I  been  raised,  or  dreamt  of — but  I  see  those 
old  fellows,  Jaaf  and  Sus,  seem  to  enjoj 
iknueWe?  stilL" 

**  Indeed,  they  do,  sir,  in  the  most  surpris- 
ppgest  manner  I  Thej  was  both  antiquities,  as 
^n  sajB  in  Hengland,  when  I  came  to  this 
.^BBimiry,  sir, — and  that  was  before  jou  was 
]%oni,  Mr.  Hugh— an  age  agone.  But  there 
0^  Bits,  sir,  day  in  and  day  out,  looking  like 
ipwnumentalB  of  past  times.  The  nigger'' — 
I^Min  had  been  long  enough  in  the  country  to 
-jBitdi  the  yemacular — '^  The  nigger  grows 
ji^er  and  uglier  every  year,  and  that  is  most 
'iti^  change  I  can  see  in  him  ;  while  I  do  think, 
pr,  that  the  Indian  grows  'andsomer  and  'and- 
vomer.  He's  the  'andsomest  old  gentleman,  sir, 
m  I  knows  of,  far  and  near !" 

^  Old  gentleman^  What  an  expressive  term 
(hat  was  in  this  case  I  No  human  being  would 
ever  think  of  calling  Jaaf  an  ^^  old  gentleman," 
pvcn  in  these  *'  aristocratic"  days,  when  '*  gen- 
tlemen" are  plentier  than  blackberries;  while 
■Dj  one  might  feel  disposed  thus  to  describe 
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Susquesus.  The  Onondago  teas  a  gen 
in  the  best  meaning  of  the  word;  the 
may,  and  certainly  did,  want  a  great  deo 
way  of  mere  conventional  usages.  As  fo 
he  never  would  have  used  the  word 
except  in  a  case  in  which  he  felt  the  pa 
a  claim  to  the  appellation. 

^^  Susquesus  is  a  magnificent  sight,  t 
grey  or  white  head,  fiery  eyes,  compoe 
turcsy  and  impressive  air,"  I  answered 
Jaaf  is  no  beauty.  How  do  the  old  men 
together?" 

"  AVhy,  sir,  they  quarrel  a  good  dea 
is,  the  nigger  quarrels;  though  the  Id 
too  much  above  him  to  mind  what  h 
Nor  will  I  say  that  Yop  actually  quarr 
for  he  has  the  greatest  possible  regard 
friend ;  but  he  aggravates  in  the  most  i 
ingist  manner — just  like  a  nigger,  ho' 
I  do  suppose." 

"  They  have  wanted  for  nothing,  I 
during  my  absence.  Their  table  and 
comforts  have  been  seen  to  carefi 
hope?" 

'^  No  fear  of  that,  sir,  so  long  as  Mrs. 
page  lives!     She  has  the  affection  of  a  d 
the  old  men,  and  has  everything  {ntoto 
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that  tliej  can  possibly  want.  Betty  Smithy 
ir — yon  remember  Betty,  the  widow  of  the 
Id  coachman,  that  died  when  you  was  at 
nll^e,  sir — well,  Betty  has  done  nothing,  these 
bur  years,  but  look  after  them  two  old  men. 
fte  keeps  everything  tidy  in  their  hut,  and 
washes  it  out  twice  a  week,  and  washes  their 
dothes  for  them,  and  dams,  and  sews,  and 
woks,  and  looks  after  all  their  comforts.  She 
IBves  hard  by,  in  the  other  cottage,  sir,  and  has 
Iwerything  handy.** 

**  I  am  glad  of  that  Docs  either  of  the  old 
ever  stray  over  as  far  as  the  Nest  House 
r,  John  ?  Before  I  went  abroad,  we  had  a 
;  firom  each,  daily." 
"  That  custom  has  fallen  away  a  little,  sir ; 
the  nigger  comes  much  the  oftenest. 
18  sore  to  be  here  once  or  twice  a  week,  in 
weather.  Then  he  walks  into  the  kitchen, 
he  will  sit  sometimes  for  a  whole  mom- 
,  telling  the  hardest  stories,  sir — ha,  ha,  ha ! 
>k«-je8,  sir,  just  the  hardest  stories  one  ever 
ieaidl" 

*•  Why,  what  can  he  have  to  say   of  that 
batnre,  that  it  seems  to  amuse  you  so  ?" 

*f  According  to  his  notion,  sir,  everjrthing  in 
Ae  oocmtry  is  falling  away,  and  is  inferior  like 
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;o  whix  i:  xuT  hjLTe  been  ia  Us  jooBg  fc}l» 
Tbe  mrkeys  ar  n  t  so  Uige,  sr ;  and  thefinriiil 
pc«:?^r.  5ir :  :uid  the  matton  isn't  w  &!»  tfi^ 
i£':h  ««>r:  of  enonmtie&^ 

HzT^  J  da  Uogbed  Teiy  heutay,  lkm^\ 
-^jLs  ililn  eaougb  he  did  not  mnbk  tatjH 

-  And   SosqnesiUy"  I  «u^   ^  lie  dM  Mt 
ebire  in  lus  friend's  critidsme  ?* 

-  Su«  never  enter?  the  Idtdien,  or,  it  A 
Ht  ksovs  that  all  the  qnalhy  andiqiperdA' 
x=:e  to  the  great  door  of  the  hooae^  mdiili*^ 
:::u.^h  of  a  gentleman  to  come  in  at  anjolto; 
•:  nrrjinoe-  No,  sir,  I  never  saw  Soa  ia  *•: 
kii-j^hen  or  hofficee>  at  all;  nor  does  Mil  Uutr 
vaz^  *dve  his  table  set  anywhere  but  ia  V- 
huf  per  Tvx>ms^  or  on  the  {nazaa,  when  die  viA^ 
:o  irt^^t  him  to  anything  nice.  The  old  gv^' 
r.-.an  has  what  he  calls  his  tmditiomsa^i^ 
can  tell  a  great  many  stories  of  old  times;  W 
:hoy  arVt  about  turkeys^  and'onea^ 
5ni£  and  such  things  as  Top  dwella  on  as 
and  so  uncomfortably." 

I  now  dismissed  John,  after 
hini  for  his  civilities  to  one  of  n^  late 
:4nc^  and  joined  my  unde.     Whea  we 
:ho  litfle  drawing-room,  when  the  wl 
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waiting  to  meet  us,  previously  to  going  to 

the  table,  a  common  exclamation  of  pleasure 

-escaped   them  alL     Martha  again   kissed  me, 

declaring  I  was  now  Hugh ;  that  I  looked  as 

vdie  had  expected  to  see  Hugh ;  that  she  would 

now  know  me  for  Hugh,  and  many  other  similar 

thinga ;  while  my  dear  grandmother  stood  and 

f- parted  my  hair,  and  gazed  into  my  face  with 

\ .  tears  in  her  eyes,  for  I  reminded  her  of  her  first - 

p^lMm,    who  had  died   so  young!     As  for  the 

ether  ladies,  the  two  heiress-wards  of  Uncle  Ro 

riaeemed  smiling  and  friendly,  and  willing  to 

tenew  our  ancient  amicable  relations ;  but  Mary 

^Warren  still  kept  herself  in  the  back-ground, 

ttongh   I  thought  by   her  modest   and  half- 

I'averted  eye,  and  flushed  cheeks,  that  she  sym- 

^palluKed  as  deeply  in  her  friend  Patt's  present 

^■l^iness  as  any  of  the  others ;  possibly  more 

de^ly. 

'  Before  we  went  to  the  table,  I  sent  a  servant 
l%0  the  top  of  the  house,  with  orders  to  look 
down  the  road,  in  order  to  ascertain  when  my 
led  fxiends  might  be  expected.  This  man  re- 
^-ported  that  they  were  advancing  along  the.high- 
waj,  and  would  probably  reach  the  door  in  the 
ae  of  half  an  hour.  They  had  stopped; 
»f  tad  he  thought  that  he  could  perceive,  by  means 
YOU  n.  V 


liTEsatisT: 


liir  r-Jirr. 


Li!  11      ■«   f 


u:   fcz:j:'!T4:€'i  iuieiriew.    ^  **" 
Li  izs.-n^'jtr  we  took  OUT  f^* 

A. 

;e.iLic   T      :-r  r>a»jT  to  recei^  '■^ 

u?  1  liLT :  7  LzntrT,  For  the  moiM* 
-_:■:  :■  ci~».c  -c -It  x^miTT  amd  the  ficheme* 
::  -  -:^:;i-i:^  T.rr  r.rr.-iren.  and  wcdutted* 
-:■  -rr  zr-ir-r  —izTir^Zs  %=>!  reelizigs  thtt  wtnnBf 

'^:— :i:-:-l    "LlJ:^Z.S:lTt-?    TO    OUT    DUnds  fit   flW' 

T..:-:      A:  "tz^*-   i-:'Ar  crazidmother  plcaitfdf 

-  V   -  — --:  iiiTf  iki:  instinct  for  the  diaortj 
:   1  >  r:  :i  r-  H:;jh.  f  r  no  <Hie  could  have  wJ^ 

:  ■»:::-T     -•:::.•>=■  i-:  &  orinfidant   than  joo  ft 
▼  :_:  .:  liLC  ::  :be  viliagt?,  this  morning." 

V  irr  ": !  .:il»i  like  an  Italian  «ky  at  ereatifc 
Li'l  ^.«  "i.-.*:  i.-arr.  to  conceal  her  confusioo. 

-  I  i  '■:■:  ks.'W  whether  it  was  discretioof 
Tiijn-.  cTaaicother."  was  my  answefi  *** 
I  :>::;  OL*::ic:i>a5  of  feeling  an  uncraiquenbk'^ 
/j::A:><.>e  to  pissing  lor  a  common  mi 
:::  Mis*  Warren  s  eye*." 

-  Nav.  Hugh,"  put  in  the  aaocj  Patt,  "I'*' 
T.-M  yon  before  that  you  passed  iwtmT'' 
c.Hnmon  mnac^rinder  in  her  eyeSi    Ab^i^^ 
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grinding,  she  siud  but  little ;  for  it  was  of  the 
flute,  and  of  the  manner  in  which  it  was  played, 
that  Miss  Warren  spoke  the  most  eloquently." 
The  "  Martha !"  of  Mary  Warren,  lowly,  but 
Judf-reproachfully  uttered,  showed  that  the 
planning  girl  was  beginning  to  be  really  dis- 
and  my  observant  parent  changed  the 


,.  discourse  by  a  gentle  and  adroit  expedient ;  such 
,  as  a  woman  alone  knows  thoroughly  how  to  put 
in  practice.  It  was  simply  handing  Mr.  Warren 
a  plate  of  greengages ;  but  the  act  was  so  per- 
fwmed  as  to  change  the  discourse. 

During  the  whole  of  that  meal  I  felt  certain 
there  was  a  secret,  mysterious  communication 
between  me  and  Mary  Warren,  which,  while  it 
'  probably  did  escape  the  notice  of  others,  was 
perfectly  evident  to  ourselves.  This  fact  l/dt 
to  be  true;  while  there  was  a  consciousness 
betrayed  in  Mary's  blushes,  and  even  in  her 
ayerted  ejes^  that  I  found  extremely  eloquent 
on  the  same  subjecti 


M  2 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

-  W::h  look,  like  patient  Job's,  eidiewiiif  etil; 
W:i2i  motions  gncefol  si  m  biid'a  in  air ; 
Hkc  ATI,  in  Mber  troth,  tlie  raiert  derO 
Tbi:  e'er  clincked  fingen  in  n  G^p4it«*a  bair* 

RiDjAfltf. 

Althocgh  an  immen^  progress  hu  be* 
made  in  liberating  this  countiy  from  the  do^ 
nation  of  England,  in  the  way  of  (pinion  ^ 
usages,  a  good  deal  remains  to  be  done  ^ 
Still,  he  who  can  look  back  forty  year^  itf^ 
^v  the  great  changes  that  have occmred  ioTtfJ 
tuanv  things;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  k  v^ 
lives  forty  years  hence,  will  find  very  few 
ing  that  have  no  better  reasons  for  their 
among  ourselyed  than  the  example  of  a  peop 
^  remote,  with  a  different  i^Kimitftj  St^ 
social  organization,  and  diflkrent  wanftiL  I^ 
for  no  more  condemning  a  usi^  Itfive*^ 
umjdy  because  it  is  Englisb,  thm  I  an  to  ^T 
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;  it,  simply  because  it  is  English.     I  wish 
iiTig  to  stand  on  its  own  merits,  and  feel 

that  no  nation  ever  can  become  great, 
iiigher  signification  of  the  term,  until  it 
to  imitate,  because  it  is  imitation  of  a 

fixed  model  One  of  the  very  greatest 
:  this  imitative  spirit  is  even  now  deve- 
itself  in  what  is  called  the  "  progress"  of 
untry,  which  is  assailing  principles  that 
old  as  the  existence  of  man,  and  which 
most  be  said  to  be  eternal  as  social  truths, 
very  moment  that  notions  derived  from 
icestors  are  submitted  to  in  the  highest 

the  Senate  of  the  United  States  for 
le,  that  are  founded  in  fac^s  which  not 
lave  no  existence  among  ourselves,  but 
are  positively  antagonist  to  such  as  have. 
ch.  easier  is  it  to  join  in  the  hurrah!  of  a 
jess,*'  than  to  ascertain  whether  it  is 
g  in  the  right  direction,  or  whether  it  be 
MS  at  alL  But,  to  return  from  things  of 
it  to  those  of  less  concern. 
ong  other  customs  to  be  condemned  that 
ve  derived  from  England,  is  the  practice 
I  men  utting  at  table  after  the  women 
eft  it.  Much  as  I  may  wish  to  see  this 
way  offensive  custom  done  away  with. 
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and  the  more  polished  and  humanizing  us 
all  the  rest  of  Christendom  adopted  in  its 
I  should  feel  ashamed  at  findings  as  I  ni 
doubt  I  should  find  it,  that  our  custoni 
be  abandoned  within  a  twelvemonth  a 
might  be  understood  it  was  abandoned  ii 
land.  My  uncle  had  long  endeayourcd  tc 
duce  into  our  own  immediate  circle  the  f 
of  retaining  the  ladies  at  table  for  a  rca^ 
time,  and  of  then  quitting  it  with  thein 
expiration  of  that  time;  but  it  is  hard  to 
against  the  pricks."  Men  who  fancy  it  " 9' 
to  meet  at  each  other's  houses  to  drinl 
and  taste  wine,  and  talk  about  wine, 
outdo  each  other  in  giving  their  guef 
most  costly  wines,  are  not  to  be  divertcc 
from  their  objects.  The  hard-drinking  d 
past,  but  the  hard  ^'  talking  days*'  are  ii 
vigour.  If  it  could  be  understood,  gei 
that  even  in  England  it  is  deemed  vul 
descant  on  the  liquor  that  is  put  upon  thi 
perha{)s  we  might  get  rid  of  the  practi 
Vulgar  in  England !  It  is  even  deemed 
here,  by  the  right  sort,  as  I  am  ready  tc 
tain,  and  indeed  know  of  my  own  obsei 
That  one  or  two  friends  who  are  portiic 
in  the  benefits  of  some  particiilarly  ben 


)i  graieiui  Teeiino:;  out  i  Know  or 
more  revolting  than  to  see  twenty 
ces  arrayed  round  a  table,  employed 
any  tasters  at  a  Rhenish  wine  sale, 
;  cheeks  of  their  host  look  like  those 
IS,    owing  to  the  process  of  sucking 

my  dear  grandmother  rose,  imitated 
)ur  bright-faced  girls,  who  did  as  she 
example,  and  said,  as  was  customary 
old  school,  **  Well,  gentlemen,  I  leave 
our  wine ;  but  you  will  recollect  that 
be  most  welcome  guests  in  the  draw- 
,"  my  uncle  caught  her  hand,  and 
she  should  not  quit  us.  There  was 
g  exceedingly  touching,  to  my  eyes, 
>rt  of  intercourse,  and  in  the  affection 
dated  between  my  unde  Bo  and  his 

A  bachelor  himself,  while  she  was  a 
they  were  particularly  fond  of  each 


nfw. 
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ilvij*  r£-ct:Ted  tbese  little  libcrdcswithpofcrt 
r  •.•>c.:=i'Xir.  uid  wiih  evident  aSBC&n.  la 
lir   zzn^   I   hare    frequently  known  te  to 
ircr.vK'ii  -  Roger,"  as  she  alwmys  cdledUsi 
Lzsi  kif?  ':is  raid  head*  in  %  way  that  deM^ 
<!-:  Ti"r;.£j  reiaembered  the  time  when  hert 
:^  l^'izLi  Ln  her  anus.     On  this  oocanonik 
v-ll..'i  :.    hi?  request,  and  resumed  her  lA 
:'i'.   ^Ir'if  iziiiaiing  her,  nothing  loth,  as  tkf 
I*:  I    1  z?i   in  rising.     The  conTersatioa  tta» 
::L:v.Lril>  e--oaL;h,  reverted  to  the  atate  rffc 

-"  I:  Las  muoh  surprised  me,  that  the  mesB 
!.:*'*•:  r::v  among  us  have  confined  all  tfc* 
rf-rijj-ks  asd  5tAxement«  to  the  fittta  of  Ae 
Kcnfevljhor  and  Livingston  estatea,**  obsenv 
n  V  ^r.i2dn»iher.  *^  when  there  are  difficukio 
i\>:Lr^  ia  so  many  others** 

"  The  explanation  is  very  aimpie,  oy  ff^ 
:u .  ::>:  r,"  answered  unde  Ko.  «  The  BcudiV 
e^r.'.::^  have  the  quarter-^alea^aiid  chiftoMb** 
cjLvs*  vori^s:  and  there  is  mndi  of  Ae  f* 
ru<:xS%n  ailment  about  audi  thingi^  ^ 
«kv^  very  well  to  work  up  fat  political  eMi 
wbL;v:ft5^  on  the  other  eatatei^  ihon  ff^ 
au3LxIfiuies  must  be  laid  aaide.  It  ii  jort  tf 
cvnain.  as  it  id  that  the  son  Iiaa  nam  thii^ff 
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an  extensive  and  concerted  plan  exists 
unsfer  the  freehold  rights  of  the  landlords, 
learlj  every  property  in  the  State,  to  the 
nts;  and  that,  too,  on  conditions  unjustly 
arable  to  the  last;  but  you  will  find  nothing 
he  sort  in  the  messages  of  governors,  or 
ches  of  legislators,  who  seem  to  think  all  is 

when  they  have  dwelt  on  the  expediency 
)pea8ing  the  complaints  of  the  tenants,  as  a 

political  duty,  without  stopping  to  inquire 
ther  those  complaints  are  foimded  in  right 
lot.  The  iDJury  that  will  be  done  to  the 
iblic,  by  showing  men  how  much  can  be 
^ted  by  clamour,  is  of  itself  incalculable, 
rould  take  a  generation  to  do  away  the  evil 
sequences  of  the  example,  were  the  anti-rent 
bination  to  be  utterly  defeated  to-morrow.*' 
I  find  that  the  general  argument  against 
landlords  ia  a  want  of  title,  in  those  cases  in 
ich  nothing  better  can  be  found,"  observed 
,  Warren.  *^  The  lecturer,  to-day,  seemed 
xmdemn  any  title  that  was  derived  from  the 
5,  as  defeated  by  the  conquest  over  that 
larch,  by  the  war  of  the  revolution." 

A  most  charming  consummation  that  would 
B  been  for  the  heroic  deeds  of  the  Little- 
da  I  There  were  my  father,  grandfather, 
m3 
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and  great-grandfather,  nil  in  arms,  in  tliat 
the  two  first  as  general  officers,  and  tl 
as  a  major;  and  the  result  of  all  their 
ships  and  dangers  is  to  be  to  rob  then 
of  their  own  property !  I  am  aware  th 
silly  pretence  lias  been  urged,  even  in  ii 
of  justice ;  but  folly,  and  wrong,  and  m; 
are  not  yet  quite  ripe  enough  among 
carry  such  a  doctrine  down.  As  *• 
events  cast  their  shadows  before,'  it  is  \ 
\vc  are  to  take  this  very  movement,  h< 
as  the  dawn  of  the  approaching  day  oi 
rican  reason,  and  not  as  a  twilight  left 
departed  rays  of  a  sun  of  a  jicriod  of 
darkness." 

"You  surely  do  not  apprehend,  unc 
that  these  people  can  really  get  Hugh* 
away  from  himl"  exclaimed  Patt.  red 
with  anxiety  and  anger. 

"  No  one  can  say,  my  dear ;  for,  cei 
no  one  is  safe  when  opinions  and  acl 
those  which  have  been  circulated  and  at 
ed  among  us  of  late  years,  can  be  ac 
without  awakening  very  general  indij 
Look  to  the  moneyed  classes  at  this  n 
ment;  agonized  and  excited  on  the  su 
a  war  about  Oregon — a  thing  very  littk 
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tur,  though  certainly  possible ;  while  they 
est  the  utmost  indifference  to  this  anti- 
m,  though  the  positive  existence  of  every- 
connected  with  just  social  organization 
ctly  involved  in  its  fate*  One  is  a  bare 
ility,  but  it  (x>nvulses  the  class  I  have 
1 ;  while  the  other  is  connected  with  the 
nee  of  civilized  society  itself;  yet  it  has 
to  attract  attention,  and  is  nearly  for- 
1  Every  man  in  the  community,  whose 
raise  him  at  all  above  the  common  level, 
iirect  interest  in  facing  this  danger,  and 
eavouring  to  put  it  down;  but  scarcely 
le  appears  to  be  conscious  of  the  impor- 
of  the  crisis.  We  have  only  one  or  two 
steps  to  make,  in  order  to  become  like 
y ;  a  country  in  which  the  wealthy  are 
d*  to  conceal  their  means,  in  order  to 
t  it  firom  the  grasp  of  the  government ; 
>  one  seems  to  care  at  all  about  it  I" 
ome  recent  travellers  among  us  have  said 
e  have  nearly  reached  that  pass  already, 
rich  affect  great  simplicity  and  plainness 
»lic^  while  they  fill  their  houses  in  private 
rU  the  usual  evidences  of  wealth  and 
%  I  think  de  Tocqueville,  among  others, 
that  remark." 
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"  Ay,  that  is  merelj  one  of  the  otSamJ 
sagacious  remarks  of  theEuropeaiiyirlKH^^  ' 
understanding  the  American  historji  OQBtn^ 
causes  and  makes  mistakes.     The  phnnnWi  * 
things  in  public  is  no  more  than  aa  ncW' 
habit  of  the  country,  while  the  elfiguoe  «i 
luxury  in  private  are  a  very  nnqple  and  niM 
consequence  of  the  tastes  of  womea  who  finS 
a  state  of  society  in  which  they  axe  Bnutolti 
the  very  minimum  of  refined  habita  and  hii 
lectual  pleasures.     The  writer  who  made  H 
mistake  is  a  very  cleyer  man^  and  has  eaoaei^ 
merit,  considering  his  meaaa  of 
truth;  but  he  has  made  Yeiy  many 
blimders." 

^^  Nevertheless,  Mr.  Littlepage»' 
rector,  who  was  a  gentleman^  in  all  the  MM 
of  the  word,  and  knew  the  worl^  and  the  b* 
part  of  it,  too,  even  while  he  had  pvennel-tf 
admirable  simplicity  of  charactar^  "flhtff 
hate  certainly  taken  place  amcng  m^dt^ 
nature  alluded  to  by  M.  de  TooqneviHa* 

''  That  is  quite  true,  sir;  bat  tiiaj  haff^iK 
taken  place  elsewhere.  When  I  waa  w^hifi^ 
can  well  remember  to  have 
six  in  this  country,  and 
fortune  drove  his>coach-and"fcipr^ 
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ing  is  of  the  rarest  occurrence  possible. 
;ame  is  true  all  over  Christendom ;  for, 
first  went  to  Europe,  coaches-andnBix, 
iders,  and  all  that  sort  of  state,  was  an 
J  thing ;  whereas,  it  is  now  never,  or 
very  seldom  seen.  Improved  roads, 
Ats,  and  railroads,  can  produce  such 
without  having  recourse  to  the  oppres- 
e  masses." 
1  sure,"   put  in   Patt,   laughing,  "  if 

be  what  Mons.  de  Tocqueville  re- 
lere  is  publicity  enough  in  New  York ! 
lew-fashioned  houses  are  so  constructed, 
ir  low  balconies  and  lower  windows, 
l)ody  can  see  in  at  their  windows.  If 
ave  read  and  heard  of  a  Paris  house  be 
iding  between  cour  et  jarditiy  there  is 

more  of  privacy  there  than  here ;  and 
iit  just  as  well  say  that  the  Parisians 
Qiselves  behind  por^  cochh^esy  and  among 
escape  the  attacks  of  the  Faubourg  St. 
,  as  ^to  say  we  retreat  into  our  houses 
By  lest  the  mobocracy  would  not  tole-» 

:  girl  has  profited  by  your  letters,  I  see, 
said  my  uncle,  nodding  his  head  in  ap- 
n ;  ''  and  what  is  more,  she  makes  a 
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suitable  application  of  her  tuition,  or,  ntl« 
yourd.  No,  no,  all  that  is  a  mistake ;  an 
Martha  says,  no  houses  are  so  much  in  the 
as  those  of  the  new  style  in  our  own  tovi 
would  be  far  more  just  to  say  that,  insl 
retiriDg  within  doors  to  be  f.nc,  as  Patt  ( 
unseen  by  envious  neighbours,  the  Manl 
ese,  in  particular,  turn  their  dwellings 
side  out,  lest  their  neighbours  should  t 
fence  at  not  being  permitted  to  see  all 
going  on  within.  But^  neither  is  true 
house  is  the  more  showy  because  it  i 
under  woman's  control ;  and  it  would  be 
near  the  truth  to  say  that  the  reason  ^ 
American  men  appear  abroad  in  plain  bl 
black,  and  brown  clothes,  while  their  wi' 
daughters  arc  at  home  in  silks  and  satL 
even  in  modem  brocades— is  an  apprehei 
the  masses,  as  to  ascribe  the  plainness  oi 
life,  compared  to  that  within  doors,  to  tl 
cause.  There  is  a  good  deal  of  differe 
tween  a  salon  in  the  Faubourg,  or  the  C 
d' Autin,  and  even  on  the  Boulevard  des  I 
But,  John  is  craning  with  his  neck,  on 
on  the  piazza,  as  if  our  red  brethren  ^ 
hand." 
So  it  was,  in  point  of  fact,  and  eve 
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3  from  table,  without  ceremony,  and 
th  to  meet  our  guests.  We  had  barely 
reach  the  lawn,  the  ladies  having  run 
hats  in  the  mean  time,  before  Prairie* 
tyheart,  Manytongues,  and  all  the  rest 
came  up,  on  the  sort  of  half  trot  that 
shes  an  Indian's  march, 
thstanding  the  change  in  our  dresses, 
3  and  myself  were  instantly  recognised, 
ieously  saluted  by  the  principal  chiefs, 
r  wigs  were  gravely  offered  to  us,  by 
he  younger  men;  but  we  declined  re- 
;hem,  begging  the  gentlemen  who  had 
keeping,  to  do  us  the  honour  to  accept 
tokens  of  our  particular  regard.  This 
e  with  great  good  will,  and  with  a 
that  was  much  too  obvious  to  be  con- 
Half  an  hour  later,  I  observed  that 
the  young  forest  dandies  had  a  wig  on 
^rwise  naked  head,  with  a  peacock's 
stuck  quite  knowingly  in  the  lank  hair, 
ct  was  somewhat  ludicrous;  particularly 
oung  ladies;  but  I  saw  that  each  of  the 
himself  looked  round,  as  if  to  ask  for 
iration  that  he  felt  his  appearance  ought 
enl 
xmer  were  the  salutations  exchanged, 
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than  the  red-men  began  to  examine  the  luntf^ 
the  cliflF  on  which  it  stood — ^the  meadom  \^ 
neath,  and  the  surrounding  ground.    AtM 
we  supposed  that  they  were    struck  witlk  ftft 
extent  and  solidity  of  the  buildings,  togeAtf 
with  a  certain  air  of  finish  and  neatness,  thitii 
not  everywhere  seen  in  America,  even  in  ftft 
vicinity  of  its  better-class  houses;  but  Muj^ 
tongues  soon  undeceived  us.     My  unde  aekei 
him,  why  all  the  red-men  had  broken  oQ  ni 
scattered  themselves  around  the  buikCng^  0QBB 
looking  here,  others  pointing  there,  and  il 
manifestly   earnest    and  much   engaged  witk 
something;  though  it  was  not  easy  to  nakt' 
stand  what  tliat  something  was;  intimating U> 
supposition  that  they  might  be  struck  withtk 
buildings. 

"  Lord  bless  ye,  no,  sir,"  answered  the  into^ 
prcter ;  ^^  they  don't  care  a  straw  aboot  tk 
house,  or  any  house.  There's  Flintyfafinit|0 
particular ;  he's  a  chief  that  you  can  no  BlV* 
move  with  riches,  and  large  hooaei^  tnd  tA 
like  matters,  than  you  can  make  the  IfioaifP 
run  up  stream.  When  we  went  to  Unde  te** 
house,  at  Washington,  he  scarce  tuiuJm<iM<W 
to  look  at  it ;  and  the  Capitol  had  no  0«* 
effect  on  any  on  *em,  than  if  it  had  been  a  hH^ 
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igwam ;  not  so  much,  for  that  matter, 

be  curious  in  wigwams.  What's  put 
m  a  trail  like,  just  now,  is  the  know- 
At  this  is  the  spot  where  a  battle  was 
Jiing  like  ninety  seasons  ago,  in  which 
ight  Onondago  was  consamed,  as  well 
of  their  own  people  on  t'other  side — 
At*8  put  *em  in  commotion." 

why  does  Flintyheart  talk  to  those 
im  with  so  much  energy ;  and  point  to 

and  the  cliff,  and  the  ra^'ine  yonder, 
beyond  the  wigwam  of  Susquesus?" 

Is  that,  then,  the  wigwam  of  the  Up- 
3ndago  r  exclaimed  the  interpreter,  be- 
^me  such  interest  as  one  might  manifest 
»ectedly  being  told  that  he  saw  Mount 
)r  Monticello,  for  the  first  time  in  his 
(Veil,  it's  something  to  have  seen  that; 
;  will  be  more  to  see  the  man  himself; 
e  tribes  on  the  upper  prairies  are  full 
ry  and  his  behaviour.     No  Injin,  since 

of  Tamenund  himself,  has  made  as 
Ik,  of  late  years,  as  Susquesus,   the 

Onondago,  unless  it  might  be  Te- 
perhaps.  But  what  occupies  Flinty- 
st  at  this  moment,  is  an  account  of  the 

which  his  father's  grandfather  lost  his 
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life,  though  he  did  not  loae  his  acal^  1^ 
disgmce,  he  is  now  telling  on  'em,  he  eici(rii 
and  glad  enough  is  his  descendant  thii  it  ^i* 
so.    It*s  no  great  matter  to  an  Injin  to  heUkii 
but  he'd  rather  escape  losing  his  ecalp^  orboig 
struck  at  all  by  the  inimy,  if  it  can  pomhiy  Vt 
made  to  turn  out  so.     Now  he  is  talioDgit 
some  young  pale-face  that  was  killed,  wknik 
calls  Lover  of  Fun — ^and,  now  he'a  got  oa 
nigger,  who  he  says  fit  like  a  deviL" 

'^  All  these  persons  are  known  to  lu,  bjMT 
traditions,  also  I"  exclaimed  my  jxndt,  viA 
more  interest  than  I  had  known  him 
for  many  a  day.  '*But  I'm  amaxed  to  M 
that  the  Indians  retain  so  aocorate 
of  such  small  matters,  for  so  long  a 

^^  It  idu*t  a  «mall  matter  to  themi  Ikk 
battles  is  seldom  on  a  very  great  scak^  and  thV 
make  great  account  of  any  akrinuni^  ill  iM 
noted  warriors  have  fallen.''  Heze  MaajtomP 
paused  for  a  minute,  and  listened  atteatif^^ 
the  discourse  of  the  chiefa;  after  whiebkfli*' 
sumed  his  explanations.  ''  They  have  in0tl# 
a  great  difficulty  in  the  houae»*'  lie  €OQlM<A 
^^  while  everything  else  is  righti  Tbnj  ipii' 
stand  the  clifi*  of  roeks*  the  powtWP  rf  ^ 
buildings  themselves,  that 
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ie  rest  of  the  things  hereabouts,  except 

it  may  be  the  difficulty  with  the  house  ? 
not  stand  in   the   phice  it  ought  to 

's  just  their  difficulty.  It  d4>€8  stand 
ought  to  standi  but  it  isn*t  the  right 
house,  though  they  say  the  shape 
ell  enough — one  side  out  to  the  fields, 
>  sides  running  back  to  the  cliff,  and 
itself  for  the  other.  But  their  tradi- 
that  their  warriors  indivour'd  to  burn 
•  forefathers,  and  that  they  built  a  fire 
B  side  of  the  buildin',  which  they  never 
.ye  done  had  it  been  built  of  stone,  as 
96  is  built.  ThaCs  what  partic'larly 
hem." 

tn  their  traditions  are  surprisingly 
nd  accurate!  The  house  which  then 
,  or  near  this  spot,  and  which  did 
the  present  building  in  the  ground 
r  of  squared  logs,  and  might  have  been 
re,  and  an  attempt  was  actually  made 
.  but  was  successfully  resisted.  Your 
•ve  had  a  true  account;  but  changes 
1  made  here.  The  house  of  logs  stood 
f  years,  when  it  was  replaced  by  thia 


i^tZLziT..  -riik'a  was  originallj  erected  Aoai 
sity  j-ior*  3CX  and  bas  been  tiddfid  to  M* 
:z^  -.iif  :'A  i-e^ign.     Xcs  no — ^tfaetn£&tf<>* 

T!ii<  z:&Te  :he  Indians  great  atisiaelioBiV 
>:cc  i^  rhe  ^fec:  wis  communicated  to  ihcBi 
LZ'i  fr:ci  ibLC  is5:ant  all  their  doubts  trA  n* 
.-■rrAizirv  wc«  eaded.  Their  own  knouMp 
:c  :l>c  ^roirr^:ss  of  things  in  a  eettlement, pM 
viici  :!<  me&ns  of  cixnprehending  anj  odtf 
.'jirri^:  :b:ugh  the  shape  of  this  boBiV 
III  "iz^  >:  ::eirlv  corresponded  with  thit  rf 
ir'ii.i  :i-.ir  rroJiiions  spoke,  thej  had  beooai 
:ri:::arT:isc?ed  bv  the  difference  in  the 
WHIr:  ihcy  were  still  condnoing  their  «► 
iz:ir:i::::i««  and  ascertaining  localities  totW 
^  ^  ~  <;&:ii^!lw:iv«n.  mv  unde  and  myself  00** 
:--U"tAi  :h*  discourse  with  Manytongaea 

*- 1  izu  curious  to  know,*^  said  my  vA 
-  trr-i:  niiy  be  the  history  of  Snsqiieso^  tW* 
yarty  or  chiefs  like  these  should  travd»*' 
v>:::  o:  their  way*  to  pay  Urn  the 
-.i>::.     Is  his  great  age  the  cause? 

"  That  is  one  reason,  sartunly ; 
is  another  that  is  of  more  aoooiiiil»  hot  vUck* 
known  only  to  themselTes.  I  have  oAa  vii 
u>  get  the  histoTT  out  of  them,  but  lenrflorii 
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L  As  long  as  I  can  remember,  the 
agoes,  and  Tuscaroras,  and  the  Injins  of 

New  York  tribes,  that  have  found  their 
p  to  the  prairies,  have  talked  of  the 
it  Onondago,  who  must  have  been  an  old 
hen  I  was  bom.  Of  late  years  they  have 
more  and  more  of  him ;  and  so  good  an 
inity  offering  to  come  and  see  him,  there 

have  been  great  disappointment  out 
had  it  been  n^lected.  His  age  is,  no 
one  principal  cause,  but  there  is  another, 

I  have  never  been  able  to  discover  what 

lis  Indian  has  been  in  communication, 
nnected  with  my  immediate  family,  now 
:  not  quite  ninety  years.  He  was  with 
mdfather,  Cornelius  Littlepage,  in  the 
on  Ty,  that  was  made  by  Abercrombie, 
18;  and  here  we  arp  within  twelve  or 
Q  years  of  a  century  from  that  event.  I 
my  great-grandfather,  Herman  Mor- 
had  even  some  previous  knowledge  of 
As  long  as  I  can  remember,  he  has  been 
-headed  old  man ;  and  we  suppose  both 
I  the  negro  who  lives  [with  him,  to  have 
lUy  a  hundred  and  twenty  years,  if  not 


~  SxaeiAing   of    importanoe  bappeneA  to 
>::?*:-:>^rj&  or  the  Tnu!kle9S,  as  be  irai  Att 
.-^tllf-i.  a'vxui  ninetT-tkree   winters  ago;  4* 
r:~*:Ii  Fve  ^:hered  Irom  what  has  fadlnfi** 
•iz-:    :'zl-i<  at  different  times;  bat,  wlifcAA 
>.o:v'-sj  wa&  it  has  exceeded  my  BMMto 
iz.'s^.-T^fr.     Ai  any  rate,  it  has  quite  u  mnekll 
i*    -r.zh.  :':i2s  Tisit  as  the  withered  Hendoeb 
^i-i:   «pf.      Injin?  re:^iect  yean;   and  thf 
r^.^r..:*-    visdcKn    highly;    but    they   ntflt 
..uJ-;^   i.-d  justice  most  of  alL     The  tn 
•  V:  rl:^-: '  ha?  its  meaning,  depend  onV 

'-V;  virr  ^^ily  interested  by  aU  tU^V 
z»v.-:«i  w^rv  n:v  grandmother,  and  heriwrt 
-  ■  c  7«fc:ix-z?^  Mary  Warren,  in  pardcokr,  ■»• 
:.'s:^*i  1  lively  interest  in  Sosqnesas's  Uittfjr 
;^  vx^  ':^:ruyed  in  a  brief  diakgae  laovlii' 
V  .:^  bier,  wjklking  to  and  fro  in  froaft  of  tk 
.f^s-j^  whil-e  the  rest  of  the  party  were  c*  - 
.  u>^]k  va:c}un^  the  moTemmts  of  the  sdl  tf*  j 

^-  My  Taiber  and  I  hare  often  Tinted  Aetii  j 
.-lc  uxz.  a=^i  hare  been  deqdy  inUiuslei  ■ 
ibe-iiTi.^  oi«cfved  this  intell^en^  jat 
r^iiupru — **with  the  Indiaa^  i 
9^  baYY  f^L^  a  «ixung  sympathy^  fir  aoAim' 
;.\£  ::^r  than  the  keenneas  with  iMA  hl^ 
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1»  on  the  subject  of  his  own  people.  We 
▼e  been  told  that  he  iS  often  visited  by  red- 
sa— or,  at  leasts  as  often  as  any  come  near 
m ;  and  they  are  said  ever  to  exhibit  a  great 
!verence  for  his  years,  and  respect  for  his 
baracter.'* 

•*  This  I  know  to  be  true,  for  I  have  fre- 
piently  seen  those  who  have  come  to  pay  him 
rints.  But  they  have  usually  been  merely  your 
liasket-making,  half-and-half  sort  of  savages, 
irho  have  possessed  the  characteristics  of  neither 
race,  entirely.  This  is  the  first  instance  in 
which  I  have  heard  of  so  marked  a  demonstra- 
fion  of  respect — how  is  that,  dear  grandmother? 
QUI  you  recall  any  other  instance  of  Susquesus's 
Teoeiving  such  a  decided  mark  of  homage  from 
Mb  own  people  as  this  ?" 

"This  is  the  third  within  my  recollection, 
Hugh.     Shortly  after  my  marriage,  which  was 
I  lot  long  after  the  revolution,  as  you  may  know, 
tfccre  was  a  party  here  on  a  visit  to  Susquesus. 
h  remained  ten  days.      The  chiefs  it  contained 
were  said  to  be  Onondagoes  altogether,  or  war- 
rim  of  his  own  particular  people ;  and  some- 
tbiiig  Hke  a  misunderstanding  was  re]X)rted  to 
Imve  been  made  up ;  though  what  it  was,  I  con- 
fess I   was  too  thoughtless  then   to  inquire. 
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Both  my  faiber-in^Uw,  and  myuficteCto'i 
bearer,  it  was  alwajs  ^lieTed»  knew  tk  iVjk 
of  the  Tmcklegfl*   etoiy,   thoiigli  neitber  e^  { 
related  it  to  me,     I  do  not  beliere  ymx  ^^  \ 
father  knew  it,"  added  the  venerable  ?p?aVtf. 
with  a  sort  of  tender  regret,  **or  I  tlimk! 
should  have  heard  it.     But  tlwt  first  THtwii 
soon  after  Susquesua  and  Jaaf  took  p()ei6e§9w| 
of  their  house,  and  it  was  reported,  at  tk  time, 
that  the  strangers  remained  eo  lon^  in  tk  b^J 
of  inducing  Sub  to  rejoin  faia  tribe.  If  toAl 
their  wisli,  however,  it  &iiled ;  for  there  1 
now,  and  there  he  hae  ever  been,  eiaOe  he  J 
went  to  the  hut." 

'^  And  the  second  visit,  grandmother^^ 
mentioned  that  there  were  three," 

"Oh !  tell  ua  of  them  all,  Mx&.  Lhtlepig^' 
added  Mary  earnest] j,  blushing  up  to  the  cj^l 
the  moment  after  at  her  own  ^tgerntm.  Wm 
dear  grandmother  smiled  benevokntlv  oa  W^l 
and  I  thought  she  looked  a  Uttle  archly  ^  ^\ 
as  old  ladies  sometitDeB  will^  when  the  i 
of  their  own  youth  recur  to  their  mindf^ 

^*  You  appear  to  have  a  common  aympaiAjtt  j 
these  red-men,  my  childreii,*'  abe  aos^^^J 
Mary  fairly  bluahtng  ecariet  at  he«iiig  bes^j 
thus  coupled  with  me  in  the  term  ^^diild^reoi*" 
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iYe  great  pleasure  in  gratifying  your 

The  second  great  visit  that  Susque- 

ed  from  Indians  occurred  the  very 

were  bom,  Hugh,  and  then  we  really 

[  we  might  lose   the  old  man;    so 

are  his  own  people  in  their  entreaties 

ould  go  away  with  them.      But  he 

Here  he  has  remained  ever  since, 

weeks  ago  he  told  me  that  here  he 

If  these  Indians  hope  to  prevail  any 

m  sure  they  will  be  disappointed.'^ 

told  my  father,  also,''  added  Mary 

"  who   has  oflen  spoken  to  him  of 

has  hoped  to  open  his  eyes  to  the 

he  gospeL" 

what  success.  Miss  Warren?  That 
immation  which  would  terminate  the 
career  most  worthily." 
little,  I  fear,"  answered  the  charming 
9W,  melancholy  tone.  ^^  At  least,  I 
b  my  father  has  been  disappointed. 
I  to  him  attentively,  but  he  manifests 
;  beyond  respect  for  the  speaker, 
have  been  made  to  induce  him  to 

shurch  before,  but " 

were  about  to  add  something.  Miss 
hich  still  remains  to  be  said." 


-  I  can  ;Mld  ii  tor  her,^  leomed  my 
^I'ZXF,  **  M  ceitaln  I  am  that  Mary  Wnnovl 
sfvtr  »iii  i:  her^^elf.  The  fiict  u»  ai  yoaoM^ 
k:>:  w.  Hu^  in^ai  Tour  own  obflenFalioD,  ^ 
Mr.  WArr>rn's  predeces&or  was  aa  JoaUsUi 
ac^i  >clz^h  s^rv^uit  of  the  drardi — one  vhoil 
r.::le  p>.o  to  any,  not  etnen  hitMMJf-    bdii 

yjLutry  h  take?  a  good  deal,  in  ^t^Lexgpam,^ 
^',^o\ii  the  {<itience  of  apei^le;  bstkflS 
';n  -i  ce:  and  when  they  once  get  to  loikit 
'.i:^  :an.-u^  the  same  medium  aa  thai  ^ 
>  1-1  :h  other  mea  are  wweJ,  a  reaction  tJBfBfth 
ijz  whi.^h  he  i^  certain  to  «ufier.  WeonB 
s.1.  -rLsh  :<.•  tlirow  a  veil  over  the  condnet  rf  A* 
'.iic  iuouiiilvnt  of  St.  Andrew*fl^  bnt  it 
ore  K^  much  thicker  and  laiger  than 
th:*:  the  task  is  not  easy.  Mary  has  90^1 
:i;v.;r::  :luii  better  in^trucdoD,  and  m  dbiV 
ationtk'Q  to  duty,  might  have  done  mm  if 
Tr.i:kIo3^  twenty  years  ago,  than  they  en't 
t.wbv."' 

"  How  much  injury,  after  all,  fiithl—  ■{■** 
cor«  can  do  to  the  church  of  God !  Om  9iA 
btd  esuunple  unsettles  more  minds  AsnlMV 
sr>ixl  examples  keep  steady." 

*- 1  do  not  know  that,  Hagk;  btk^^ 
thinsr  I  am  certain — that  move  owS  k^Mlf 
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g  to  struggle  for  the  honour  of  the 
7  attempting  to  sustain  its  unworthy 

than  could  be    done    by  at    once 

their  offences,  in  cases  that  are  clear, 
low  that  the  ministers  of  the  altar  are 
and  as  such  are  to  be  expected  to  fall 

to  do  so  without  Divine  aid — but  if 
i;  make  its  ministers  pure,  we  ought  to 
can  to  keep  the  altar  itself  from  con- 
a. 

yes,  grandmother — but  the  day  has 
or  ex  officio  religion  in  the  American 
r  the  church" — here  Mary  Warren 
J  other  girls — "  at  least.  And  it  is  so 
spicions  may  be  base  and  imwortliy, 
id  credulity  is  contemptible.  If  I  see 
t  forming  on  yonder  branch,  it  would 

of  exceeding  folly  in  me  to  suppose 
tree  was  a  walnut,  though  all  the 
len  in   the   country   were    ready   to 

indmother  smiled,  but  she  also  walked 
en  I  joined  my  uncle  again, 
interpreter  tells  me,  Hugh,**  said  the 
%t  the  chiefs  wish  to  pay  their  first 
he  hut  this  evening.  Luckily,  the 
lOuse  is  empty  just  now,  since  Miller 
n2 
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has  taken   possession  of  the  new  one;  w*  ^ 
have  directed  Mr.  Manytongaee  to  eifediv 
himself  there,  while  he  and  his  party  M^ 
here.     There  is  a  kitchen,  all  ready  fa  A* 
use,  and  it  is  only  to  send  over  a  few  oooIbiI 
utensils,  that  is  to  say,  a  pot  or  two^  andfllf 
bundles  of  straw,  to  set  them  up  in  houekaf' 
ing.     For  all  this  I  have  just  pYea  ordankM^ 
wishing  to  disturb  you,  or  poanbly 
to  hiy  down  a  guardian's  authority ; 
id  the  straw  already  loading  up  in 
yard.     In  half  an  hour  they  nmj 
selves  among  the  pot-wollopera  of 

^^  Shall  we  go  with  them  to  the 
or  after  they  have  paid  their  vint  ft  8i^ 
quesus?" 

'^  Before,  certainly.  John  has  vobuMM 
to  go  over  and  let  the  Onoiidago  bow  A* 
honour  that  is  intended  him,  and  to  aMtV* 
in  making  his  toilet;  for  the  redHUB  viv 
not  like  to  be  taken  in  undreas  ai^  monAi* 
another.  While  this  is  doing,  we  oaniHtal^ 
guests  in  their  new  abode,  and  see  the  pvVf* 
tions  commenced  for  their  supper.  ABkfw 
^  InjinSi  there  is  little  to  apprehend  ftM  A^ 
I  fancy,  so  long  as  we  have  a  atoo^g  p>V' 
tlic  real  Simon  Pures  witlun  oalL* 
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Jiis  we  invited  the  interpreter  to  lead  his 
f  ards  the  dwelling  they  were  to  occupy, 
'  the  party  ourselves,  and  leaving  the 
the  lawn.  At  that  season,  the  days 
be  longest,  and  it  would  be  pleasanter 
le  visit  to  the  hut  in  the  cool  of  the 
than  to  go  at  an  earlier  hour.  My 
her  ordered  her  covered  wagon  before 
T,  intending  to  be  present  at  an  inter- 
ch  everybody  felt  must  be  most  in- 

npty  building  which  was  thus  appro- 
)  the  use  of  the  Indians  was  quite  a 
Id,  having  been  erected  by  my  ancestor, 
Mordaunt,  as  the  original  farm-house 
n  particular  farm.     For  a  long  time  it 

used  in  its  original  character;  and 
ras  found  convenient  to  erect  another, 

eligible  spot,  and  of  more  convenient 
t  old  structure  had  been  preserved  as 
id  from  year  to  year  its  removal  had 
ed  of,  but  not  effected.     It  remained, 

for  me  to  decide  on  its  fate,  unless, 
le  '^ spirit  of  the  Institutions"  should 
>  get  hold  of  it,  and  take  its  control 
''  hands,  along  with  that  of  the  rest  of 
rty,  by  way  of  demonstrating  to  man- 


:ir>  BAVES8XEST; 

l-j»i  how  thoroogUy  the  grett  Stele  otliev 
Y  :>rk  U  iiubued  with  a  love  of  mtioBil  fibotj! 
As  we  walked  towards  the  ** olAhxm/iam! 
MIU-  r  came  mm  the  other  baildiiig  to  aiMtM 
He  bod  learned  that  his  friendsi  the  jdki^ 
ven?hli^what  shall  I caU  myself?    «llilto* 
wjcld  le  the  hyal  term,  and  it  would  l/^ffd 
English :  but  it  would  giTe  the  "  bmoanUi 
c^a^Iemau'^and  his  firiends  mortal  dBeaatftd 
I  iLiii  cot  now  to  kam  thai  there  aia  thoN 
:i::>'nc  us  who  deny  facts  that  are  as  phn  tf 
:'::n:  n  scs  on  their  &ces»  and  who  ij  n^*^ 
:I:^  tkre  of  the  law  whenever  it  is  cuaveaieA 
I  shall  not,  however,  call  myself  a  ''boM*^ 
please  even  these  eminent  stateameOy  and  te^ 
t'.-re  must  be  content  with  using  a  tem  tM^ 
the  moving  s[Hrits  of  the  day  can  prewft  ^ 
soon  Ive  sufficiently  dose  in  its 
call  mvself  Tom  Miller*s — 


It  was  enough  to  see  that  Milliir  wwa  pfi 
deal  embarrassed  with  the  dilfimma  in  trii* 
he  wa»  placed.  For  a  great  mai^yetti  1001 
his  family  had  been  in  the  tmfiojmf^  '^ 
and  mine,  receiving  ample  pay^  ai  all aich^ 
ever  do — when  they  afe  so  natimlmmlb^  i>  ^ 
serve  a  malignant  aristoonft — ommIi  Vil/^Pf 
than  they  would  get  in  tha  wtrnm  rf  T^ 
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168,  md  Holmeses,  and  Tnbbses,  besides 
T  tfeaimeiit  in  all  essentials ;  and  now 
)nl7  to  eafry  out  the  principles  of  the 
ers  to  claim  the  farm  he  and  they  had 
worked.  As  of  right.  Yes,  the  same 
a  would  just  as  soon  give  this  hireling 
5  and  farm  as  it  would  give  any  tenant 
ttaie  that  which  he  worked.  It  is  true, 
y  received  wages,  wMle  the  other  paid 
it  these  facts  do  not  affect  the  principle 
inoe  he  who  received  the  wages  got  no 
nefit  from  his  toil,  while  he  who  paid 
;  was  master  of  all  the  crops — I  beg 
the  boss  of  all  the  crops.  The  conunon 
both — if  any  title  at  all  exist — is  the 
ance  that  each  had  expended  his  labour 
rticular  farm,  and  consequently  had  a 
own  it  for  all  future  time. 
'  made  some  awkward  apologies  for  not 
ing  me,  and  endeavoured  to  explain 
5  or  two  little  things  that  he  must  have 
bim  in  rather  an  awkward  position,  but 
neither  my  imcle  nor  myself  attached 
nent.  We  knew  that  poor  Tom  was 
ind  that  the  easiest  of  all  transgressions 
n  to  fall  into  were  those  connected  with 
ove ;  and  that  the  temptation  to  a  man 
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who  has  the  coiusciousness  of  nothing  t&yiv^ 
near  the  summit  of  the  social  ladder,  ib  aitiong 
inducement  to  err  when  he  thinks  thoe  « & 
chance  of  getting  up  a  round  or  two;  fiuBog^' 
success  in  which,  it  requires  higher  fSeefiogBifli 
perhaps  a  higher  station,  than  that  of  Toa 
MiUer's,  not  to  leave  him  open  to  a  oeitfli 
demoniacal  gratification,  which  so  many  expe 
rience    at  the   prospect  of  behol£ng  otlieff 
draped  down  to  their  own  level    We  beai 
Tom*s  excuses    kindly^  but    did  not  ooooit 
ouHielves  by  promises  or  dedarations  of  tfj 
sort. 
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CHAPTER  X- 

*' Two  hundred  yetnl  two  hundred  yeuii  I 
How  much  of  hnnun  power  snd  pride. 
What  glorious  hopes,  what  gloomy  fears, 
Haye  tank  beneath  their  noiaeleas  tide  !** 

PmpovT. 

ranted  about  an  hour  to  sunset,— or  sun- 
to  use  our  common  Americanism — when 
left  the  new  quarters  of  our  red  brethren, 
er  to  visit  the  huts*  As  the  moment 
ched,  it  was  easy  to  trace  in  the  Indians 
idence  of  strong  interest;  mingled,  as  we 
I9  with  a  little  awe.  Several  of  the  chiefs 
iproved  the  intervening  time,  to  retouch 
ild  conceits  that  they  had  previously 
1  on  their  visages,  rendering  their  counte- 
still  more  appalling.  Flintyheart,  in 
liar,  was  conspicuous  in  his  grim  embel- 
nts ;  though  Prairiefire  had  not  laid  any 
stween  the  eye  and  his  natural  hue. 
the  course  of  my  narrative  will  now 
N  3 


render  it  necea^ry  to  relate  oohtctm&bs"* 
oectirred  in  languages  and  dialecto  rf  wlii  * 
know  Uterallj  nothing,  it  may  be  wdl  to  W 
here,  once  for  all,  that  I  got  as  doie  *  tr^ 
tion  of  eTeiTthing  that  paased^  w  H  w*&  po«* 
to  ohtam»  from  Maxtytougiifii:  and  wrote  H  m 
down,  either  on  the  ^lot,  m  imme^aidj  «A^ 
returning  to  the  Keet     TbSE  explawliaii  M 
be  necefSATj  in  order  to  prereiit  mmmd§m 
who  may  read  this  manoBci^^  fiMi  ^i^^fU 
that  I  am  inrenting,  J 

The  catriage  of  mj  grandmother  had  h&t 
door,  filled  with  ita  amOing  ttdi^  ^>A 
miauled  before  we  took  up  oar  Hm  of  miR! 
This  la^,  however^  wae  aol  doni  witm^ 
linle  ceremony^  and  iome  aliaiwrioa  to  orfi 
Am  Indiana  rai«ly  nmok  ifrtpt  ,W  ^AA 
called  *^  Indian  file^"  or  migly,  i«ach  watt  fi 
lowing  in  the  footatepa  of  hk  ]£sd&i  fUck  ^ 
tlie  tnode  of  adTaBdng  ■luyliiJ  on  tht  pr^ 
oocaaioii.  The  FrairiefiDfr  l«t  Ike  line^  iS  ^ 
oMe^  chie^  nnd  Ae  oii#  n 
coundL  FUntyheart  was  seoc^, 
o^hets  were  azranged  by  aooke  rule  of  pteoodM 
that  waa  known  to  then^elves;  Afi  soon  ^^ 
line  had  formed^  if  oonuneoeed  in 
nQGle,  the  interpreter,  and 
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rairieflre,  while  Miller^  followed  bj 
of  the  carious  from  the  Nest  House 
[y  followed  in  the  rear. 

rememberecl  that  John  had  been 
.ut  to  announce  the  intended  yisit. 
1  been  much  longer  than  was  anti- 
t  when  the  procession  had  gone 
le  distance  it  was  to  march^  it  was 

faithful  domestic,  on  his  return. 

fellow  wheeled  into  Kne,  on  my 
)mmunicaied  what  he  had  to  say^ 
g  up  with  the  column, 
t  th?  truth,  Mr.  Sugh,'*  he  said, 
n  was  more  moved  by  hearing  that 
jidians  had  come  a  long  distance  to 

jn — you  should  have  said  seventeen, 
eing  the  exact  number." 
?  Well,  I  declare  that  I  thought 
be  fifty— I  once  thought  of  calling 
f,  but  it  then  occurred  to  me  that  it 
;  enough."  All  this  time  John  was 
r  his  shoidder  to  count  the  grave- 
riors  who  followed  in  a  line ;  and, 
lis  mistake,  one  of  the  commonest 
.  for  men  of  his  class,  that  of  ex- 
be  resumed  his  report.     "  Well,  sir, 


•*»:  «»•< 
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isqueeufl ;  most  remarkable  so  when  he 
ne  has  can  entertwi  him  with  conver- 
/  talked  most  of  the  time  myself,  sir, 
imonlj  does  when  I  pays  him  a  wisit. 
is  remarkably  silent,  in  general,  I  be- 

whose  idea  was  it  to  paint  and  dress 
or  the  Onondago's  ?" 
^,  sir,  I  supposes  the  hidear  to  be  In- 
origin,  though  in  this  case  it  was  my 
TL  Yes,  sir,  I  surgested  the  thought ; 
will  not  take  it  on  myself  to  say  Sus 
some  hinclination  that  way,  even  before 
ny  hopinion." 

you  think  of  the  paint  ?"  put  in  uncle 
[  do  not  remember  to  have  seen  the 
s  in  his  paint  these  thirty  years.  I  once 
m  to  paint  and  dress  on  a  Fourth  of 
;  was  about  the  time  you  were  bom, 
md  I  remember  the  old  fellow's  answer 
IS  if  it  were  given  yesterday.  *  When 
ceases  to  bear  firuit,*  was  the  substance 
ply,  '  blossoms  only  remind  the  observer 
elessness.' " 

ve  heard  that  Susquesus  was  once  con- 
'ery  eloquent,  even  for  an  Indian." 
member  him  to  have  had  some  such 


I  t 

-^-zTtazii  a.    -ratMcr^  I  viQ  not  onrer  fa  *^ 
-i£^r*!.      'V:aks»:cAjT.  I  kare  hcflid  MrOBgO- 

i!^  ZiLT^li^ — hiz.  is  cLcmen,  he  hii  bed 

-    :u':  iir-u-i  217  iLii-rr  av,  tint  wlien  k  W 

:.  Ls^  Zii- :  ■>.-:=.  ;^:£t«;  axij  yean  nne^  4e  oB 
na.:  nttL  rresi  sr^nEdnnaii  of  bcuf  idon' 
-.  ^tf  2Sfc  r±7-j:5  r-^^?aslT  of  makiBg  liA* 
uni  Tr'trat^ :  'be:  ^  ireai  on  Aat  sidijeetotfC 
^«n  <^-!*L  i".  'ssbi  if^r  sfrer  seemed  flttsfiedtf' 

-  "^-i..!:  :-ir£  >  :ie  conditioB  of  tiioaewb 
w-v  .*:-i?c.  r  "r<5fT-.  ST.  It  wooU  mi  1* 
Ml  f*s^  i:;s;^^r  z:^  ibe  gOTenment  of  1^ 
Y.c^  T  ^T-^j«  vav«  and  HieaBB  to  depfS 
S^  ;c  f  s  iiTSiw  oiLer  bnr  mtiiutuig  mA  if 

*?!><« -nrc  ^'  «!:37  vther  of  Ae  ingenaiB  <q^ 
Iiic-j^  iTv-wT  ::.'»  Ae  Alhanr  polkio&*' 
)f7  xs-^f  S3  »: t  answer  fcr  qpnte  a  BWe* 

ij":«:r»n:c  ,-:'siinner- 

-  f  cr  :«:■  of  '  Albaav  PoEtifl^  im  » 
•^'1  ^.^  aj  mtadJ  he  aud,  ^aooarifaitii* 
:b&;  *::»  xrea  !or:ed  itself  npoa  my  nieeAio^ 
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^  is  donbtleae  an  advantage  — naj^  there 
)r  be  a  neceesltj  for  cuttii^  up  the  local 
in  of  this  country^  hj  entrusting  their  man- 
sent  to  so  many  local  governments;  but 
e  k,  out  of*  all  question^  one  great  evil 
oquent  on  it.  When  legislators  have  the 
I  affiurs  of  state  on  their  honds^  the  making 
sr  and  peace,  the  maintaining  of  armies, 
the  control  of  all  those  interests  which  con- 
one  country  with  another,  the  mind  gets 
e  enlarged,  and  with  it  the  character  and 
Nsition  of  the  man.  But,  bring  men  to* 
er,  who  must  act^  or  appear  incapable  of 
f^  and  set  them  at  work  upon  the  smaller 
»ns  of  legistatioB,  and  it's  ten  to  one  but 
betray  the  narrowness  of  their  education 
He  narrowness  of  their  views.  This  is  the 
m  of  the  vast  difference  that  every  intelli- 
man  knowa  to.  exist  between  Albany  and 
Iiington." 

Do  you  then  think  our  legislators  so  much 
iwt  to  those  of  Europe  ?" 
Only,  as  they  are  provincial;  which 
in  ten  necessarily  are,  since  nine  Ame- 
IS  in  ten»  even  among  the  educated  classes, 
decidedly  provincial.  This  term  *  provin- 
oovers    quite    one-half   of    the   distine- 


iiiK-  &AVEXSXB8T; 

zrr*  SZ&  cc  lite  countryy  dioiigh  minyliB^ 
iz  k  ieSkXzxT,  of  which,  in  the  utare  i 
•j:TT?g5w  ibcT  caa  hmve  no  notion,  as  pmdj  t 
iDCTcr  :c  !»  imagination.  The  actiTe  oommi^ 
3ii:aja:Q«  c*f  the  Americans  oertMnlj  render  tki 
scrrcyrngh-  Enle  obnoxioas  to  eodi  a  dnipb 
?:c  dksr  ^  azii  geognphicil  pontioo.  Tkm 
'^ksz  Ssajraziaiges  prodnoe  effecti^  nererthckii^ 
insj  ar%  zteshaps  unavoidable.  When  yoo  bive 
hki  is.  .-^orrnmiTT  of  seeing  *nin»tliifig  of  Ae 
jk.o-T]r  ;c  Ukc  tovns^  for  in,<tance,  after  your  in- 
Tjtr.-vicrs^  whh  ;he  worid  of  £nn^  yoo  wil 
i^>:?!Ci^3  vha:  I  mean,  for  it  is  a  diferaa 
3L3rl  iD.ce  re%Slj/tit  than  detenb^i.  Frofii- 
raiVgr-  Lj-veTer.  may  be  defined  as  a  geneoi 
TdisSio.-y  to  the  narxow  views  whidi  maA  a  ooa- 
irb.-tei  as^v^xion.  and  mn  ignorance  of  the  gmt 
w.-rji — ac4  in  the  d»ise  of  station  aoldy,  botii 
ibf  «^--.n£«  o:  }Il<eralxtT,  intelligenoe,  and  a  kaow- 
ji£crt~  OS  all  the  varied  interests  of  life.  M 
htf-rt-  -xc  art.  as  the  hut." 

'Hk^  we  were,  sure  enough.  The  trsiin 
waf  ocfi^htfuL  Sosquesus  had  seated  Uaielf 
jc  a  5S<xl  on  the  green  sward  that  eztendeifa 
jccx  £?ttace  around  the  door  of  hia  haMtatio^ 
ASIC  where  he  was  a  little  in  ahade^  praMei 
=\xu  the  jtivv^  rays  ofa  setting  but  Juai^ii^ 


OB,   THE  REDfeSlCINS.  281 

2&8t  its  sliadow  over  his  person.  Jaaf 
ed  on  one  side,  as  no  doubt  he  himself 
best  became  his  colour  and  character, 
ther  trait  of  human  nature,  that  while 
)  affects  a  great  contempt  and  aversion 
id-man,  the  Indian  feels  his  own  mental 
Ij  to  the  domestic  slave.  I  had  never 
juesus  in  so  grand  costume,  as  that  in 
i  appeared  this  evening.  Habitually 
his  Indian  vestments;  the  leggings,^ 
,  breech-piece,  blanket  or  calico  shirt, 
'  to  the  season ;  but  I  had  never  before 
in  his  ornaments  and  paint.  The  first 
of  two  medals,  which  bore  the  images, 
f  George  HL,  the  other  of  his  grand- 
f  two  more,  bestowed  by  the  agents  of 
)lic;  of  large  rings  in  his  ears,  that 
learly  to  his  shoulders,  and  of  bracelets 
*  the  teeth  of  some  animal,  that,  at  first, 
lid  was  a  man.  A  tomahawk  that  was 
right  as  friction  could  make  it,  and  a 
knif%,  were  in  his  girdle,  while  his 
I  rifle  stood  leaning  against  a  tree; 
that  were  now  exhibited  as  emblems  of 
since  their  owner  could  scarcely  ren- 
▼ery  effective.  The  old  man  had  used 
with  unusual  judgment  for  an  Indian, 
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merely  tinging  his  cheeks  with  a  colour 
served  to  give  brightncsd  to  eyes  that  had 
been  keen  as  intense  expression  could  r 
them,  but  which  were  now  somewhat  di 
by  age.  In  other  respects,  nothing  was  ch 
in  the  customary  neat  simplicity  that  n 
in  and  around  the  cabin,  though  Jaa; 
brought  out,  as  if  to  sun,  an  old  liver 
of  his  own,  that  he  had  formerly  won 
a  cocked  hat,  in  which  I  have  been  told  I 
wont  actually  to  exhibit  himself  of  Su 
and  holidays ;  reminders  of  the  superiorit 
"  nigger"  over  an  "  Injin." 

Three  or  four  rude  benches,  which  bel 
to  the  establishment  of  the  hut,  were  pla 
a  short,  distance  in  front  of  Susqucsus,  in 
of  semicircle,  for  the  reception .  of  his  g 
Towards  these  benches,  then,  Prairiefire  1( 
way,  followed  by  all  the  chiefs.  Althougl 
soon  ranged  themselves  in  the  circle,  nc 
took  his  seat  for  fully  a  minute.  Thai 
they  all  stood  gazing  intently,  but  revei 
towards  the  aged  man  before  them,  wl 
turned  their  look  as  steadily  and  intentl; 
was  given.  Then,  at  a  signal  from  their  1 
who  on  this  occasion  was  Praiiiefire,  evei 
eeated  himself.     This  cluuige  of  poaitioii 
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«^er^  did  not  cause  the  silence  to  be  broken  ;  but 
bkre  they  all  sat,  for  quite  ten  minutes^  g^^^ 
vlthe  Upright  Onondago,  who  in  his  turn  kept 
bwlo^L  steadily  fastened  on  his  visitors.  It  was 
iudiig  this  interval  of  silence  that  the  carriage 
if  my  grandmother  drove  up,  and  stopped  just 
rithout  the  circle  of  grave,  attentive  Indians, 
Mtone  of  whom  even  turned  his  head  to  ascer- 
•ia  who  or  what  caused  the  interruption.  No 
ne  spoke ;  my  dear  grandmother  being  a 
iTofoundly  attentive  observer  of  the  scene, 
ASk  all  the  bright  faces  around  her  were  so  many 
ikqaent  pictiu'es  of  curiosity,  blended  with 
ttne  gentler  and  better  feelings,  exhibited  in 
he  most  pleasing  form  of  which  humanity  is 
«ieeptible. 

At  length  Susquesus  himself  arose,  which  he 
lid  with  great  dignity  of  manner,  and  without 
^  visible  bodily  effort,  and  spoke.  His  voice 
Vl8  a  little  tremulous,  I  thought,  though  more 
•koQgh  feeling  than  age ;  but,  on  the  whole, 
^  was  calm,  and  surprisingly  connected  and 
^ktr  considering  his  great  age.  Of  course,  I 
■*8  indebted  to  Manytongues  for  the  interpre- 
tation of  all  that  passed. 

"Brethren,"  commenced  Susquesus,  "you 
^  welcome.     You  have  travelled  on  a  long, 
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and  crooked,  and  thorny  path,  to  find 
chief,  whose  tribe  ought  ninety  mnamsn 
have  looked  upon  him  as  among  the  d 
I  am  sorry  no  better  ai^t  will  meet  ji 
at  the  end  of  so  long  a  journey.  I  won 
the  path  back  toward  the  setting  son 
and  stnughter  if  I  knew  how.  But  I 
know  how.  I  am  old.  The  fnne  in  di 
is  scarce  older;  the  villages  of  the  ps 
through  so  many  of  which  yon  have  joi 
are  not  half  so  old;  I  was  bom  when  tl 
race  were  like  the  moose  on  the  hills ;  1 
there  one ;  now  they  are  like  the  {ngeo 
they  have  hatched  their  young.  Whe 
a  boy,  my  young  legs  oonid  never  rai 
the  woods  into  a  clearing;  now,  my 
cannot  carry  me  into  the  woods*  they  a 
off.  Ever}ihing  is  changed  in  the  kadi 
red-man's  heart  TTiai  is  like  the  iw 
never  alters.  My  children,  yon  an  we 
That  speech,  pronounced  in  the  dee 
tones  of  extreme  old  age,  yet 
fire  of  a  spirit  that  was  i 
extinct,  produced  a  profirand  ii 
low  murmur  of  admiration 
guests,  though  neither  rose  to  aaswti; 
sufficient  time  had  seemed  to  pas^  iniiri 
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i^dom  that  they  had  just  been  listeners  to 
^t  make  its  proper  impression.  When  this 
use  was  thought  to  be  sufficiently  long  to 
re  produced  its  effect,  Prairiefire,  a  chief 
re  celebrated  in  council  even  than  in  the 
i^  arose  to  answer.  His  speech,  freely 
ifllated,  was  in  the  following  words. 
'Father; — your  words  are  always  wise — 
Y  are  always  true.  The  path  between  your 
pwam  and  our  villages  is  a  long  one 
t  is  a  crooked  path,  and  many  thorns 
1  stones  have  been  found  on  it.  But  all 
lenities  may  be  overcome.  Two  moons  ago, 
were  at  one  end  of  it ;  now  we  are  at  the 
ler  end.  We  have  come  with  two  notches 
our  sticks.  One  notch  told  us  to  go  to  the 
ttt  Council  House  of  the  Pale-face,  to  see 
r  great  pale-face  Father — the  other  notch 
d  OB  to  come  here,  to  see  our  great  Ked 
idler.  We  have  been  to  the  great  Council 
oase  of  the  Pale-faces ;  we  have  seen  Uncle 
lOL  His  arm  is  very  long ;  it  reaches  from 
e  salt  lake,  the  water  of  which  we  tried  to 
ink,  but  it  is  too  salt,  to  our  own  lakes,  near 
e  setting  sun,  of  which  the  water  is  sweet. 
^e  never  tasted  water  that  was  salt  before,  and 
s  do  not  find  it  pleasant.     We  shall  never 
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ta^te  it  again ;  it  is  not  worib  wUk  to  eoac^ 
far  to  drink  water  that  i«  «alL 

"  Uncle  Bfun  h  a  wise  chie£  Be  Iw  I 
counsellonB.  Tlie  council  at  htfi 
must  be  a  great  ccnoncil — ^it  haa  modi  to  1 
Its  words  ought  to  have  some  g|Ood  ia  1 
they  are  so  masj.  We  thought  of  ©ur 
Father,  while  listening  to  them^  and  wuiti4tff 
come  here.  We  Anw  come  here*  Wei 
to  find  our  Rod  Father  stOl  alire  and  wdL  ^ 
Great  Spirit  loves  ajoet  Indian*  andtabil 
of  hiiUp  A  hundred  wintefSy  in  hii  eyes, 
like  a  single  winter.  We  are  thaahfbl  tobiDi 
for  having  led  us  by  the  crooked  and  iocg  patk 
at  the  end  of  which  we  have  Ibond  tbtt  Tradtes^ 
—the  Upright  of  the  Onondagow,  i:i 
spoken" 

A  gleam  of  happiness  shot  into  the  »w$tw} 
lineaments  of  Susqaesi]%  aa  he  heAxd,  in  hh  o«^ 
language^  a  well-roerited  appenation  th»l  ^ 
not  greeted  his  ears  for  a  period  as  long  at  ^ 
ordinary  life  of  man.  It  was  m  tide,  a  ^ 
nomen  that  told  tiie  story  of  Ue  ^ocmciioft^ 
his  tribe  i  and  neither  yean^  nor  dMmfic^  ^ 
new  scenes,  nor  new  ties,  nor  wars,  «0r  atrif* 
had  caused  him  to  feiget  1]io  amaUest  inckleo^ 
connected  with  that  >  tale*     I  gasied  attlic^5M 


-jIm 
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1  awe,  UB  his  counteniwce  became  illu- 
by  the  flood  of  recollections  that  was 
into  it,   through  the   channel  of  his 

and  the  expressive  glance  mj  uncle 
me,  siud  how  much  he  was  impressed, 
le  of  the  faculties  of  Manytongues 
!  able  to  interpret,  pari  pcnsu  with  the 

and,   standing  between   us   and  the 

he  kept  up,  sentence  by  sentence, 
companiment  of  each  speech,  so  that 
IS  lost  a  syllable  of  what  was  said, 
on  as  Prairiefire  resumed  his  seat, 
silence  succeeded.  It  lasted  several 
during  which  the  only  audible  sounds 
ious  discontented  grunts,  accompanied 
issed  mutterings  on  the  part  of  old  Jaaf, 
er  could  tolerate  any  Indian  but  his 
n.  That  the  negro  was  dissatisfied  with 
x)rdinary  visit  was  sufficiently  apparent 
t  not  one  of  all  the  red  men  took  heed 
portment.  Sus,  who  was  nearest  to 
It  have  heard  his  low  grumbling,  but  it 
kduce  him  to  change  his  look  from  the 
ices  of  those  in  Jiis  front  for  a  single 
On  the  other  hand,  the  visitors  them- 
med  totally  unconscious  of  the  negro's 

though  in  fact  they  were  not,  as  sub- 
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Bequently  appeared.  In  a  woiid,  theC 
Onondago  was  the  centre  of  atfaraotion  fti 
all  other  things  being  apparently  fixgot 
the  time. 

At  length  there  was  a  alight  movement 
the  redskins,  and  another  aroee»  Hut  u 
positively  the  least  well-loohang  of  dif 
party.  His  stature  was  lower  than  thai 
rest  of  the  Indians;  hia  form  waa  meij 
ungraceful— the  last,  at  leaat^  while  U 
was  in  a  state  of  rest;  and  hia  mpfn 
generally,  was  wanting  in  that  nofak 
exterior  which  so  angularly  marked 
every  one  of  his  oompaniona.  Aa  I  afti 
learned,  the  name  of  tlua  Indian  waa  '. 
flight,  being  so  called  from  the  aoaringd 
of  the  eloquence  in  which  he  had  1 
to  indulge.  On  the  preaent 
his  manner  was  serious  and  ham  oohbI 
interested,  the  spirit  within  waa  not  I 
with  any  of  its  extraordinary 
such  a  man  could  not  riae  to 
creating  some  slight 
pectant  auditors.  Guarded  aa  an  Aa  n 
in  general  on  the  sabjeet  of 
emotions,  we  could  detect  i 
pressed  movement   among   Ua 
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ght  stood  erect.  The  orator  commenced 
but  solemn  manner,  his  tones  changing 
deep,  impressive  guttural,  to  the  gentle 
etic,  in  a  way  to  constitute  eloquence 
As  I  listened,  I  fancied  that  never 
d  the  human  voice  seem  to  possess  so 
ming  power.  The  utterance  was  slow 
essive,  as  is  usually  the  case  with  true 

Great  Spirit  makes  men  differently," 
led  Eaglesflight.  '^  Some  are  like  wil- 
Gkt  bend  with  the  breeze  and  are  broken 
itorm.  Some  are  pines,  with  slender 
few  branches,  and  a  soft  wood.  Now 
L  there  is  an  oak  among  them,  which 
n  the  prairie,  stretching  its  branches 
vay,  and  making  a  pleasant  shade.  This 
bard;  it  lasts  a  long  time.  Why  has 
g^t  Spirit  made  this  difference  in  trees  ? 
ioes  the  Great  Spirit  make  this  differ- 
men  ?  There  is  a  reason  for  it.  He 
,  though  we  may  not  What  he  does 
B  right 

re  heard  orators  at  our  council  fires  com- 

it  things  should  be  as  they  are.     They 

the  land,  and  the  lakes,  and  the  rivers, 

hunting-grounds,  belong  to  the  red- 


jo^  :al7.  ufti  is&s  so  otker  colour  oo^c^ 
u  :«£  ^eiSL  iiftsr^     TW  Great  Spirit  1imAos|^ 

!?*£  :c  2U&ZJ  a:^.h=».  Some  mie  rad»vUkM 
^  r:u:«xr  :c  =iy  iMzhtr,  Some  areptk^vU 
:2^  zi^.  xu:cr  v<  s[:t  cnezids.  Some  are  UA 
tIj::!  i^  tilt  >:^c>cr  of  my  tiulier s  fiiead.   ft 

-vl  "Lirf  2j  r^i:  h  comes  from  tbe  Gw* 
^jum.  uii  -v-^  3scs«  WW  oon^laiii. 

-  Mt  jizrtK  siy*  he  is  veiy  old — thii  th 

.Lit;  i:i  :i:if  v:<^  k  «carce  older.    Webiv 

X.     Tziiz  2«  ::^(  reagon  niiv  we  iMivie  eeM' 

:x:  :.  ?<«  *i3i.  ibt?«sli  there  »  annthfrf—a 

yiv  n:^r  £i>^v$  vhat  that  other  roana  iii 

^'  !•:  '■^f.    F:r  a  huDdred  whiten  and 

:>j.:  r^*:as«.>Q  ha$  coi  gone  out   of  o 

i~b:   .Zc  rxn  have  tcU  it  to  the 

iz»l  :be  y-.xiz^  men.  when  thejr  have  pv>* 

•;^i;:r«  ^v^e  toad  it  to  their  aooa.     In  4ii  mj^ 

b&5  r^:i&:^ed  our  cars.     How  many  bad  Jti^ 

b&vc  lived  in  that  time^  have  fied^  aadan^ 

p^rren!    It  is  the  good  Indian  diatlmaloq^ 

in  our  memocie&     Wewiahto  faigailh*^ 

wicked  ever  were  in  our  tiibea.    We  t^ 

iK-rpti  the  good. 

"  I  have  seen  many  cbangefc     I  wm  M* 
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nnpared  with  my  father ;  but  I  feel  the 
sixty  winters  in  my  bones.  During  all 
le  the  red-men  have  been  travelling 
the  setting  sun.  I  sometimes  think  I 
3  to  reach  it !  It  must  be  a  great  way 
the  man  who  never  stops  goes  far.  Let 
bere,  pale-faces  will  follow.  Why  all 
I  do  not  know.  My  father  is  wiser 
son,  and  he  may  be  able  to  tell  us.     I 

to  hear  his  answer.'' 
ugh  Eaglesflight  had  spoken  so  quietly, 
eluded  in  a  manner  so  different  from 
lad  expected,  there  was  a  deep  interest 

was  now  going  on*  The  particular 
rhy  these  red-men  had  come  so  far  out 

way  to  visit  Susquesus  had  not  yet 
realed,  as  we  all  hoped  would  be  the 
ut  the  profound  reverence  that  these 
s,  from  the  wilds  of  the  far  west,  mani- 
>r  our  aged  friend,  gave  every  assu- 
at  when  we  did  learn  it,  there  would  be 
on  for  disappointment.  As  usual,  a 
icoeeded  the  brief  address  of  the  last 
;  after  which,  Susquesus  once  more 
id  spoke. 

children,"  he  said,  "  I  am  very  old.  Fifty 
I  ago,  when  the  leaves  fell,  I  thought  it 
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was  time  for  me  to  pass  on  to  the  Happy 
ing-Grounds  of  my  people,  and  be  a 
again.  But  my  name  was  not  call 
have  been  left  alone  here,  in  the  mids 
pale-face  fields^  and  houses,  and  villages, 
a  single  being  of  my  own  colour  and 
speak  to.  My  head  was  almost  growi 
Still,  as  years  came  on  my  head,  th 
turned  more  towards  my  youth.  I  L 
forget  the  battles,  and  hunts,  and  jour 
middle  life,  and  to  think  of  the  tliin 
when  a  young  chief  among  the  Onoi 
My  day  is  now  a  dream,  in  which  I  d 
the  past.  Why  is  the  eye  of  Susquesu 
seeing,  after  a  hundred  winters  and 
Can  any  one  tell  ?  I  think  not  TVc 
understand  the  Great  Spirit,  and  we 
understand  his  doings.  Here  I  am,  ^ 
have  been  for  half  my  days.  That  big  ^ 
is  the  wigwam  of  my  best  fiiends. 
their  faces  are  pale,  and  mine  is  red,  ou 
have  the  same  colour.  I  never  forget  tk 
not  one  of  them.  I  see  them  all,  fi 
oldest  to  the  youngest.  They  seem  t 
my  blood.  This  comes  from  friendsb 
many  kindnesses.  These  are  all  tl 
faces  I  now  see.    Bed-men  stand  be! 
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^t  happened,  ought  to  know  what  tcill  happen 
•gwn.  I  am  very  old,  but  I  see  nothing  new. 
One  day  is  like  another.  The  same  fruits 
3ome  each  summer,  and  the  winters  are  alike. 
He  bird  builds  in  the  same  tree  many  times. 

"My  children,  I  have  lived  long  among  the 
^e-faces.  Still,  my  heart  is  of  the  same 
lolour  as  my  face.     I  have  never  forgotten  that 

am  a  red-man ;  never  forgotten  the  Ononda- 
;oe8.  When  I  was  young,  beautiful  woods 
overed  these  fields.  Far  and  near  the  buck 
nd  the  moose  leaped  among  the  trees. 
Nothing  but  the  hunter  stopped  them.  It  is 
D  changed  I  The  plough  has  frightened  away 
be  deer.  The  moose  will  not  stay  near  the 
oiind  of  the  church-bell.  He  does  not  know 
^hat  it  means.  The  deer  goes  first.  The  red- 
itti  keeps  on  his  trail,  and  the  pale-face  is 
«ver  far  behind.  So  it  has  been  since  the  big 
inoes  of  the  stranger  first  came  into  our 
i^aters ;  so  it  will  be  until  another  salt  lake  is 
cached  beneath  the  setting  sun.  When  that 
'ther  lake  is  seen,  the  red-man  must  stop,  and 
lie  ift  the  open  fields,  where  rum,  and  tobacco, 
*wl  bread  are  plenty,  or  march  on  into  the 
V^i  salt  lake  of  the  west  and  be  drowned, 
^^jf  this  is  so  I  cannot  tell.     That  it  has  been 


s  .  I  k::--ir  :  ibit  h  rfll  be  so,  I  bdk 
7"!  :r^:  -J?  i  reisc-n  for  it ;  none  can  tdl  i 
:iu:  riiff.::!  i*  bu:  the  Great  Sprit.** 

>is^:/ii<c5  bid  spoken  calmly  and  de 
•-'i  Mxijt.scixe?  translated  as  he  pioott 
r.c:cii':^:  ':  J  ?«:z:enoe.  So  profound  wt! 
i-zz'-.'.si  .:  :he  saTage  listenen  that  1 1 
:!>:L"-  *.;rcc^rs?<d  breathings  We  wMtc 
:r»  s:  .o.'uried  with  cnnraelTea^  and  oar 
':;k!^:^  .-:r!L-^m?^  look  on  all  other  no 
'  :j2:ii=.  '•ilr^  15  so  much  our  inferioTBy  tl 
>  s:j-.  zi  w-i  have  time  or  inclination  to r 

•   :V   .rc5^uences  of  our  own  acts. 
-^'z:  -»  htf^l  :ba:  xvUs  aloi^  the  higfawaj» 
X-  —,  —.-L-y  x<  the  inferior  creature  tbi 
.:^^'«l.:<:^Iv  cmsh  in  our  path.     Thus  has  it 
v'zz.  i:.<  rei-man.  and,  as  the  TraddfiSE 
sL.  L  :iui  will  it  continue  to  be.     He  w 
Irvf-  to  the  salt  lake  of  the  finr  west,  i 
V--  :uu5:  -lunge  in  and  be  drowned,  or  tun 
:  .'  :z  :Iie  niid?t  of  abimdance. 
>[y  i::v!e  Bo  knew  more  of  the  TaStMt 
:lv:r  lubits^  than  any  one  elae  of  our  p 
;ui'.<7^   :t   might   be  my  grandmnthfr 
:a*.kx\L  had  s^?en  a  good  deal  of  tkoa  ia  < 
1:^^ :  and  when  quite  a  yoniig  gill  dvd 
with  that  uncle  of  her  own  who  wnt  ^7 
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all  other  places.     My  mind  is   with 

children,  you  are  young.  Seventy 
are  a  great  many  for  one  of  you.  It 
0  with  me.  Why  I  have  been  left 
;  alone  here,  near  the  hunting-grounds 
lathers,  is  more  than  I  can  say.  So  it 
it  is  right.  A  withered  hemlock  is 
es  seen,  standing  by  itself,  in  the  fields 
ale-faces.  I  am  such  a  tree.  It  is  not 
n,  because  the  wood  is  of  no  use,  and 
e  squaws  do  not  like  it  to  cook  by. 
the  winds  blow,  they  seem  to  blow 
.t.  It  is  tired  of  standing  there  alone, 
cannot  falL     That  tree  wishes  for  the 

no  man  puts  the  axe  to  its  root.  Its 
»  not  come.  So  it  is  with  me — ^my  time 
come. 

Idren,  my  days  now  are  dreams  of  my 
[  see  the  wigwam  of  my  father.  It  was 
;  in  the  village.     He  was  a  chief,  and 

was  never  scarce  in  his  lodge.  I  sec 
ne  off  the  war-path  with  many  scalps 
ole.  He  had  plenty  of  wampum,  and 
lany  medals.  The  scalps  on  his  pole 
metimes  from  red-men,  sometimes  from 
es.  He  took  them  all  himself.  I  see 
o  3 


dipi>€d  up  water  in  our  gourds, 
liill  where  we  lay  waiting  for 
come  in  from  the  war-pmths 
Everything  looks  pleasant  to 
a  ^-illage  of  the  Onondagoes^  i 
and  I  loved  them  a  hundxed  an 
ago.  I  love  them  now,  aa  ii 
but  one  winter  and  one  0omi 
does  not  feel  time.  For  fifty  a 
but  little  of  my  0¥m  pec^e 
were  on  the  hunt  and  the  wai^ 
quarrels  of  the  pale-faoes,  witi 
Now,  I  say  again,  I  think  moat 
of  my  young  days.  It  ia  a  gie 
we  can  see  things  that  are  ao  fi 
and  cannot  see  things  that  i 
Still,  it  is  so. 

"  Children,  you  ask  why  tb 
moving  towards  the  settinn^  aa 
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►f  the  "  Chainbearer,'  she  had  even 
le  woods,  near  the  tribe  of  Siisquesus, 
•ften  heard  him  named  there  as  an 
iigh  repute,  although  he  was  even  at 
it  day  an  exile  from  his  people, 
old  friend  resumed  his  seat,  she 
er  son  and  myself  to  the  side  of  the 
id  spoke  to  us  on  the  subject  of  what 
en  uttered,  the  translation  of  Many- 
iving  been  loud  enough  to  let  the 
Y  hear  what  he  said. 
3  not  a  visit  of  business,  but  one  of 
►nly,"  she  said.  "To-morrow,  pro- 
real  object  of  the  strangers  will  be 
'n.  All  that  has  passed,  as  yet,  has 
imentary,  mixed  with  a  little  desire 
:  wisdom  of  the  sage.  The  red-man 
I  a  hurry,  impatience  being  a  failing 
apt  to  impute  t3  us  women.  Well, 
are  females,  we  can  wait.  In  the 
some  of  us  can  weep,  as  you  see  is 
r  the  case  with  Miss  Mary  Warren." 
8  true  enough;  the  fine  eyes  of  all 
girls  glistening  with  tears,  while  the 
he  person  named  were  quite  wet  with 
had  streamed  down  them.  At  this 
such  an  excess  of  sympathy,  the 


dipped  up  water  in  our  gourds,  a 
liill  where  we  lay  waiting  for  tl 
come  in  from  the  war-paths  i 
Everything  looks  pleasant  to  m 
a  village  of  the  Onondagoes,  m; 
and  I  loved  them  a  hundred  and  1 
ago.  I  love  them  now,  as  if  1 
but  one  winter  and  one  sumnu 
does  not  feel  time.  For  fifty  sea 
but  little  of  my  own  people, 
were  on  the  hunt  and  the  war-pa 
quarrels  of  the  pale-faces,  with 
Now,  I  say  again,  I  think  most  o 
of  my  young  days.  It  is  a  great 
we  can  see  things  that  are  so  fiur 
and  cannot  see  things  tliat  ar< 
Still,  it  is  so. 

"  Cliildren,  you  ask  why  the 
moving  towards  the  setting  sun, 
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of  the  "  Chainbearer,'  she  had  even 
the  woods,  near  the  tribe  of  Susquesus, 
often  heard  him  named  there  as  an 
I  high  repute,  although  he  was  even  at 
:ant  day  an  exile  from  his  people, 
ur  old  friend  resumed  his  seat,  she 
I  her  son  and  myself  to  the  side  of  the 
and  spoke  to  us  on  the  subject  of  what 
been  uttered,  the  translation  of  Many- 
having  been  loud  enough  to  let  the 
rty  hear  what  he  said. 

is  not  a  visit  of  business,  but  one  of 
r  only,"  she  said.  "  To-morrow,  pro- 
le  real  object  of  the  strangers  will  be 
>wn.  All  that  has  passed,  as  yet,  has 
iplimentary,  mixed  with  a  little  desire 
he  wisdom  of  the  sage.  The  red-man 
in  a  hurry,  impatience  being  a  failing 
8  apt  to  impute  t3  us  women.  Well, 
re  are  females,  we  can  wait.  In  the 
le,  some  of  us  can  weep,  as  you  see  is 
rly  the  case  with  Miss  Mary  Warren." 
^88  true  enough;  the  fine  eyes  of  all 
le  girls  glistening  with  tears,  while  the 
■  the  person  named  were  quite  wet  with 
.t  had  streamed  down  them.  At  this 
to  such  an  excess  of  sympathy,  the 


T.-ir^  li'iv  .irled  her  eyes,  mnd  the  colflO 
*-^\:::t::c:5«  so  mach  in  her  face,  thit  I  thon^ 
::  r^e^-  :o  aver;  mr  looks.  TThile  this  hy-jhy 
V-L5  ir:<^  on.  Pniriefire  arose  agun,  udeot- 
.'loSei  -ie  f  ivoeedlnss  of  that  preUmiDaiy  vat 
*:j  n-ikir^  is.tbrr  short  speech: 

-  Fi:  Ji-er,*  be  said.  "  we  thank  too.  yttd 
vf  rjkT-c  beani  will  not  be  foigotten.  Mid* 
=:n-  i^^  afnEd  of  that  Great  Salt  Ltke,uJa 
Z2.'i  imrrzLz  ^U2.  ax»l  in  which  flome  nyitdfi 
-  :77  rizc::-  What  you  have  toiduB,  wiflaib 
;.?  :il-k  =::r>?  of  ii.  We  have  oome  a  gni 
^.f ri=i.>:.  aziJ  are  tired.  Wc  will  now  p  ti 
:-.ir  T^^r^^uiL.  and  eat.  and  fileepi  To-monoii 
v>--  lifc  f  .la  is  up  hen?,*  pointing  to  a  put" 
:>.f  >:*jbT^rz^  that  would  indicate  aomethbf  Be 
r izic  c':l:ck.  •*  we  will  come  again,  nd  •?• 

r  ^ -x::^     Tbe  Great  Sfurit  wlia  has  BptnA  ]^ 
s;  1:?^.  wUI  sp&re  you  until  then,  and  ««^ 
ro:  :-.r^;  to  come.     It  is  too  pkaMBft  ti^ 
.•^  >**  ::eir  you.  tor  us  to  fbigeft.    FaravA' 

Tbe  Isdiazks  now  rose  in  a  body^  and  ill*' 
r; '.p^iisg  Susquesos  fully  a  minitc^  ia  pn'^ 
sil^  ac^\  when  they  filed  off  at  a  qmtk  pMb  ^ 
followed  their  leader  towaida  Adr  qvfifli'' 
:he  ni^t.  As  the  train 
way  aval  betbre  him,  a 
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lark  countenance  of  the  Trackless,  and  he 
d  no  more  that  day. 

I  this  time  the  negro,  the  contemporary  of 
ndian,  kept  muttering  his  discontent  at 
I  so  many  redskins  in  his  presence,  un- 
d  and  indeed  unheard  by  his  friend. 
That  you  do  wid  dem  Injin  ?"  he  growled, 
e  party  disappeared.  "  No  good  ebber 
of  sich  as  dem.  How  many  time  dey 
debbletry  in  a  wood,  and  you  and  I  not 

far  oflF,  Sus.  How  ole  you  got,  redskin ; 
•rgetfiil !    Nobody  can  hold  out  wid  colour' 

Gosh !  I  do  b'lieve  I  lib  for  ebber,  some- 
It  won'erful  to  think  of,  how  long  I 
n  this  werry  'arth  !" 

ih  exclamations  were  not  uncommon  with 
;ed  Jaaf,  and  no  one  noted  them.  He  did 
lem  to  expect  any  answer  himself,  nor  did 
»ne  appear  to  deem  it  at  all  necessary  to 

one.  As  for  the  Trackless,  he  arose 
ft  saddened  countenance,  and  moved  into 
t  like  one  who  wished  to  be  left  alone  with 
loughts.  My  grandmother  ordered  the 
ge  to  move  on,  and  the  rest  of  us  returned 

house  on  foot. 
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CHAPTER  1. 

''  With  all  ihy  mral  echoes  come, 
Sweet  comrade  of  the  rosy  day. 
Wafting  the  wild  bee*B  gentle  hum. 
Or  cackoo*B  plaintive  roundelay." 

Campbill. 

That  night  was  passed  under  my  own  roof, 
in  the  family  circle.  Although  my  presence  on 
die  estate  was  now  generally  known,  to  all  who 
were  interested  in  it,  I  cannot  say  that  I  thought 
knoch  of  the  anti-renters,  or  of  any  risks  in- 
curred by  the  discovery.  The  craven  spirit 
manifested  by  the  *'  Injins  ^  in  presence  of  the 
Indians,  the  assumed  before  the  real,  had  not 
n  tendency  to  awaken  much  respect  for  the 
diaoflfocted,  and  quite  likely  disposed  me  to  be 

TOi«.ni.  B 


thought,  until  quite  at  the  close 
The  manner  in  which  John  ^ 
barricade  the  doors  and  wind 
ladies  had  retired,  struck  me  unp 
ever,  and  it  did  not  fail  to  pre 
effect  on  my  uncle.  This  seem 
duty  was  done,  when  my  faithfi 
for  such,  in  a  mesfiure^  was  ti 
station,  came  to  me,  and  my  v 
waiting  for  his  appearance  in  thi 
like  Robinson  Crusoe.  He  bn 
revolving  pistol,  and  a  rifle,  witt 
ance  of  ammunition. 

"  Missus,"  so  John  pcrseveret 
grandmother,  though  it  was 
English  servant  to  do  so,  aflc 
in  the  country  three  months — * 
dered  harms  to  be  liud  in,  in 
Hugh,  and  hall  of  us  has  our  ri 
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of  the  maids'  room,  and  hoffer  them 
res,  gentlemen.    They  are  hall  loaded, 
weapons  be  they." 
there  has  been  no  occasion  as  yet, 
such  things   as    these!"   exclaimed 

oesn't  know,  Mr.  Roger,  when  the 
y  come.  We  have  had  only  three 
e  the  ladies  arrived,  and  most  luckily 
was  shed;  though  we  fired  at  the 
i  the  hinimy  fired  at  us.  When  I 
ood  was  spilt,  I  should  add,  on  our 
there  was  no  way  to  know  how 
mti's  suffered,  and  they  hadn't  good 
J  to  cover  them,  as  we  'ad  on  our 

us  Providence  I  I  had  no  notion  of 
jh,  the  coimtry  is  in  a  worse  state 
supposed,  and  we  ought  not  to  leave 
lere  an  hour  after  to-morrow  I" 
ladies  who  came  within  my  uncle*s 
id  not  include  Mary  Warren,  I  did 
izactly  the  same  view  of  the  subject 
himself.  Nothing  further  was  said 
bject,  however;  and  shortly  after 
Idered  his  rifle,  and  retired  to  his 

b2 


It  was  past   nudniglit  vben  I  ntiA/A  ^ 
apftrtiDent,  but  I  fdt  do  indinatioQ  (or  lte^ 
Thai   had  been  an  important  day  to  aCb  ^ 
full   of  excitement,  and  I  was  stiU  too  wsaA 
under  the  inflaenoe    of  its  araumteiioei  ti 
think  of  my  bed.     There  was  aocm  a 
^'uenoe  in  the  house,  the  doaii^  of  dooo  ol 
ibe  sound  of  footsteps  haTing  oeaaed,  wA  I 
went  to  a  window,  to  gaze  on  the  aoeae  wAr 
out.     There  was  a  thrce-quartera*  mooBf  lAiek 
gave  Ugfat   enough  to  render  all  the  aonr 
objects  of  the  landscape  distinctly  Tinble.   IW 
view  had  notlung  remarkable  in  h,  bat  it  W 
always  rural  and  pretty.     Tlie  little  nntt^ 
the  bn.«d  me^^ws,  were  not  to  be  oeeBta 
ray  side  o{  the  house,  which  conuuaiidef  As 
CJirriage  road   that  wound   thioogh  the  hff* 
— the  l^uiu-house — the  distant  dundi — iheii^ 
and  pretty  rectory — the  dweUing  of  Marfitf' 
a  long  reach  of  farms,  that  lay  alo^g  Aft  tilV' 
and  on  the  broad  breast  of  the  jimngffmti^ 
the  westwanL 

Everything,  £gr  and  near,  aeoMd  ImbiI  ' 
the  quiet  of  deep  night.  Evqa  the  oA  * 
the  fields  had  lain  down  to  ikqi;  if§  "* 
man,  they  love  to  follow  the  lanr  ^wt^ 
and  divide  the  hours  by 
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^  W  placed  the  candles  in  my  dressing- 
%  and  closed  the  innernahutters ;  but  I  had 
^en  a  seat  by  a  window  of  the  bed-room,  and 
in  no  other  light  but  that  which  came  from 

moon,  which  was  now  near  setting.  I 
lit  have  been  ruminating  on  the  events  of 
day  half  an  hour  or  more,  when  I  fancied 
i  object  was  in  motion  on  a  path  that  led 
irds  the  village,  but  which  was  quite  dis- 

from  the  ordinary  highway.  This  path 
private,  indeed,  running  fully  a  mile 
igh  my  own  farm  and  groimds,  bounded 
i  considerable  distance  by  high  fences  on 
side  of  it,  and  running  among  the  copses 
thickets  of  the  lawn,  as  soon  as  it  emerged 
the  fields.  It  had  been  made  in  order  to 
le  my  grandfather  to  ride  to  his  fields, 
tenrupted  by  gates  or  bars;  and  issuing 
the  bit  of  forest  already  described,  it  passed 
igh  that  by  a  short  cut,  and  enabled  us 
ach  the  hamlet  by  a  road  that  saved  nearly 
lie  in  the  whole  distance.  This  path  was 
I  used  by  those  who  left  the  Nest,  or  who 
i  to  it,  in  the  saddle,  but  rarely  by  any 
liose  who  belonged  to  the  family.  Though 
0  the  place  itself,  it  was  little  known  by 
•s,  not  suiting  the  general  taste  for  pub- 


".a:*r.-  '.vi:ji  r-.-f  vx:^;»tiv^n.  he 
icr.ul"?  :Lui:  w.:;re  hid  by 
trom  the  jk>l!i:  where  it  1 
entered  the  wood.  There  c 
Lute  a5  was  the  hour,  soon 
galloping  along  that  path, 
way  among  the  rails  of  the 
risible,  then  lost  to  vien 
glimrse  of  this  phantom,  ( 
hour^  and  by  that  delusive  ] 
great  effort  of  the  imagine 
the  equestrian,)  just  as  it 
wood,  and  could  not  weU  Im 
aoouraoy  of  my  diacoTer 
through  a  pretty  wooded 
:md  no  sooner  did  I  lose  f 
object  than  I  turned  my 
spot  where  it  ought  to  Tea 
from  its  cover. 

The  path  lay  in  shadon 
Quittinir  the  ravir^o   »a.^.  ^ 
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■^  in  full  moonlight.     At  the  termination  of 

6  shadow  there  was  a  noble  oak,  which  stood 
'oe,  and  beneath  its  wide  branches  was  a  seat 
tch  frequented  by  the  ladies  in  the  heats  of 
uner.  My  eye  kept  moving  from  this  point, 
;re  the  light  became  strong,  to  that  where 
path  issued  from  the  ravine.  At  the  latter 
^as  just  possible  to  distinguish  a  moving 
!Ct,  and,  sure  enough,  there  I  got  my  next 

7  of  the  person  I  was  watching.  .The  horse 
e  up  the  ascent  on  a  gallop — a  pace  that 

continued  until  its  rider  drew  the  rein 
eath  the  oak.  Here,  to  my  surprise,  a 
ale  sprang  from  the  saddle  with  great 
rity,  and  secured  her  steed  within  the 
low  of  the  tree.  This  was  no  sooner  done 
1  she  moved  on  towards  the  house,  in  much 
arent  haste.  Fearful  of  disturbing  the 
lily,  I  now  left  my  room  on  tiptoe,  and 
hout  a  candle,  the  light  of  the  moon  pene- 
ing  the  passages  in  sufficient  quantity  to 
re  my  purpose,  descending  as  fast  as  possible 
he  lower  floor.  Swift  and  prompt  as  had 
Q  my  own  movement,  it  had  been  antici-* 
5d  by  another.  To  my  great  surprise,  on 
$hing  the  little  side-door  to  which  the  path 


'i.-^^a^i  u  x«^  frs.  -dae  addict  when  tivj 
£•±•1  1.  I  iiimii  X  ynraj*  %iiie»  widi  her  hail 
'Zi  :::=  zuicsr-^  '^«2L  Ji?  if  reailT  to  toni  iti  bj 

^  ^mr  ziz^e.-^sd  ssax3KQ&  To  nqr  gmt 
.sT.  ET^sz&izr.   :iL  in'v^iz^  nBucTy  I  reeogmH^ 

'--    -Zlz:    ZLJT  li^   :3stz   ftBgomUd  thlDII^  I 

line  T-miLiF  j^iT  -dm  ik:«:r.  die  pcnoB  of  Sliiy 

r  V  .:—    :k;r»  x  ae  vai:  cviBed  tku  stiii  iive 

;i2vr_v^:r  X.  Sti<  3IAJ  kftTe  beaid  mj  ilq^ 
^.^r-^-tr   Zesc^sadoc  ^  fCUEi^  and  hftTe  hea 

Y.u.   jsi^   seesL  »:  too^  luiTe  jovb  K^ 

nt:    :ivjktri'tt  re  <f«ak  is  a  sapfraed  tM 
'"'"i^  r^i  isiT^  rnxa^ilu  het  Kere  at  thii  hit 

Y.(L  kzc-v^  v3.^  h  isy  ikoiy  SIIm  Waoflif 
*  usfrv^ir^^i^  >£^£iE2g  an  indeacribaUe 
7Ui.v\.^i  3tT  scrrnse.  as  I  remendiaced 
^'x-!«  -VIC  -v:fe^  fsIiT  dreaeed^  just  aa  aha  kft  Ai 
invizf^-^vG  an  boor  bcfioi^  ■niai  ham  hw 
^%=b^  coi  ajpiNi  the  moonlight  ynmw 
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a  species  of  romance  that  proved  eome- 

e  a  similarity  of  tastes^  if  not  a  secret 

Y  between  us. 

ainly,**  returned  Mary,  steadily.     **  T 

ell  be  mistaken  in  the  person,  I  think. 

ortunity  Newcome.'' 

nd  was  on  the  key,  and  I  turned  it 

ck.     A  bar  remained,  and  this  I  also 

when  we  opened  the  door.  Sure 
there  came  the  person  just  named, 
n  feet  of  the  steps,  which  she  doubtless 
to  ascend.  She  manifested  surprise  on 
ng  who  were  her  porters,  but  hastened 
louse,  looking  anxiously  behind  her,  as 
tful  of  pursuit  or  observation.  I  led 
0  the  library,  lighted  its  lamp,  and  then 

my  two  silent  companions,  looking  a 
)r  explanation. 

;unity  was  a  young  woman,  in  her 
xth  year,  and  was  not  without  con- 
personal  charms.  The  exercise  and 
it  through  which  she  had  just  gone 
;htened  the  colour  in  her  cheeks, 
ired  her  appearance  unusually  pleasing, 
less.  Opportunity  was  not  a  woman  to 
aything  like  the  passion  of  love  in  me, 

had  long  been  aware  such  was  her 
b3 
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purpose,  I  suspected  that  her  preaeiit  \>^^ 
was  connected  with  thiiS  scheaacr  I  will  owii, 
and  was  prepared  to  iisten  to  her  coiumujiiar 
tion  with  distni^L  As  for  Opportunity  Iww* 
she  hesitated  about  making  her  disclosures,  wJ 
the  very  first  worda  she  utter^  wca^  m\ii^ 
but  delicate  or  feoiioiiie, 

*'  Well,  I  declare !''  eKclaimed  Opi>ortiinitf, 
"  I  did  not  expect  to  find  you  two  alone  &t  tli 
time  of  night  r 

I  could  have  given  her  tongue  a  twitch  ta<^ 
it  of  its  propeuisity  to  speak  evil,  but  cm:^ 
for  Mary  Warren  induced  me  to  turn  aniiuw^J 
towards  her.  Never  did  the  stea^lj  ^^ 
possession  of  perfect  innocence  better  iw*^ 
itaelf  than  in  the  dear  girl  at  this  rutle  ifisiW' 
the  innocence  which  can  leave  no  latent  ifltW" 
tion,  or  wish,  to  alann  the  feclinga, 

'*  We  had  all  retired,''  answered  thfi  p^ 
minded  girl,  "and  everybody  on  my  sJdeoftk 
house  is  in  bod  and  asleep,  I  believe ;  but  1  ^ 
not  feel  any  drowaines^  and  waft  mtiing  ^  ^ 
window,  looking  out  u[ion  the  view  by  ^ 
lovely  moonlightj  when  I  saw  you  ridis  fldit  ^^ 
the  wood?,  and  follow  the  lane*     As  voii  cio^ 
up  to  the  oak  I  knew  who  it  waa^  OpportimilJ^ 
juid  ran  down  to  admit  you ;  for  I  wm  odUiQ 
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^^ihing  extraordinary  muet.  bring  you  here 
^  late  hour." 

'Oh I  nothing  extraordinary,  at  all  I"  cried 
88  Opportunity,  in  a  careless  way.  "  I  love 
onlight  as  well  as  yourself,  Mary,  and  am  a 
perate  horsewoman,  as  you  know.  I  thought 
odd  be  romantic  to  gallop  oyer  to  the  Nest, 
go  back  between  one  and  two  in  the  mom-* 

Nothing  more,  I  can  assure  you.*' 
he  coolness  with  which  this  was  said  amazed 
lot  a  little,  though.  I  was  not  so  silly  as  to 
ve  a  syllable  of  it.  Opportunity  had  a 
t  deal  of  vulgar  sentimentalism  about  her^ 
true — such  as  some  girls  are  apt  to  mistake 
efinement ;  but  she  was  not  quite  so  bad  as 
ravel  that  lane,  at  midnight,  and  alone^ 
ant  some  special  object  It  occurred  to  me 
this  object  might  be  connected  with  her 
ler,  and  that  she  would  naturally  wish  to 
3  her  communications  privately.  We  had 
liken  seats  at  a  table  which  occupied  the 
•e  of  the  room,  Mary  and  myself  quite  near 
other,  and  Opportunity  at  a  distant  angle. 
die  on  a  slip  of  paper  a  short  request  for 
r  to  leave  me  alone  with  our  visitor,  and 
t  under  her  eyes,  without  exciting  Oppor- 
^'fl  8uq>icion;   talking  to  her,  the  whole 


01  jm 

doftgt 


time,  abotit  the  night,  and  die  weather,  lod  br 
ride*  While  we  were  thus  engagtd.  Mi* 
Warreii  rose,  and  quietly  glided  out  of  tto 
rootiu  So  dlentlj  was  this  done^  that  I  do  i^ 
believe  my  retnatniiig  cotDpftmon  wee  ooi 
of  it  «t  the  moment 

"  You  hare  driven  Maiy  Warren  away- 
Opportunity,"  I  remarked,  "  by  th«  hint  ab(^ 
cnr  beiog  alone  together.* 

"  Lord !  thefe'6  no  great  harm  in  that !  I  •» 
used  to  being  alone  with  geutlemeni  and  tluds 
nolhing  of  it.  But*  are  we  really  alone,  Jk 
Hugh,  and  quite  by  ourselvae?** 

**  Quite,  aa  you  aec  Our  two  eelvca  ^ 
Mary  Warren  I  believe  to  be  the  only  peisotf 
in  the  houaet  out  of  our  beds.  She  haa  left  iA 
a  little  hurt,  perhaps,  and  we  are  quite  ^cmi^ 

"  Oh  I  Aa  for  Mary  Warren's  fi^ehnj*^  I 
don^t  mind  ihem  much,  Mr.  Hugh>  Sb«1i  ^ 
good  critter" — yes,  thb  df^uit  yaiui«;  l*If 
actually  u*ed  that  extraordinary  word— '*»*' 
aa  fofgiving  as  religion*  Beside^  ahe'a  only  ti^ 
episcopal  clergyman's  daughter ;  and^  tako  j^ 
family  away,  that  s  a  donomlnatiou  tJiaJ  wotiW 
not  stand  long  at  Ravens  nest,  I  can  tell  jtyn^ 

"  I  am  very  glad,  then>  my  fiunsly  is  a** 
away^  for  it  ia  a  fkfminhMition  I  boUi 
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love.  So  long  as  the  grasping  and  inno- 
g  spirit  of  the  times  leaves  the  Littlepages 
UDg,  a  fair  portion  of  their  means  shall  be 
to  support  that  congregation.  As  for 
Warren,  I  am  pleased  to  hear  that  her 
irament  is  so  forgiving." 
know  that  well,  and  did  not  speak  in  the 
3f  making  any  change  in  your  views,  Mr. 
.  Mary  Warren,  however,  will  not  think 
of  my  remark  tomorrow ;  I  do  not  believe 
lought  half  as  much  about  it  to-night,  as  I 
1  have  done,  had  it  been  made  to  meP 
ancy  thb  was  quite  true ;  Mary  Warren 
g  listened  to  the  insinuation  as  the  guileless 
onocent  hear  innuendos  that  bring  no  con- 
mess  with  them,  while  Opportunity's  spirit 
I  have  been  very  apt  to  buckle  on  the 
ir   which   practice    had    rendered    well- 

Ton  have  not  taken  this  long  ride  merely 
mire  the  moon.  Miss  Opportunity,"  I  now 
»ftly  remarked,  willing  to  bring  things  to  a 
*'  If  you  would  favour  me  with  its  real 
t,  I  should  be  pleased  to  learn  it" 
Vhat  if  Mary  should  be  standing  at  the 
lie,  listening?"  said  this  elegant "  critter," 
the    suspicion   of  a  vulgar  mind.     ^'  I 
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wouldn't  have  her  hear  what  IVe  got  to  t» 
you,  for  a  mint  of  money." 

"  I  do  not  think  there  is  madi  dingex  ^ 
that,"  I  answered,  rising  notwitfaBtandingi  •■ 
throwing  open  the  door.  "  You  perodn  itat 
is  no  one  here,  and  we  can  oonfBW  • 
safety." 

Opportunity  was  not  so  easily  satisfiei  Of 
'  a  gossiping,  craving  dispoation  herself  n  » 
things  that  pertain  to  curiosity,  it  waa  not  of 
for  her  to  imagine  another  could  be  lew  gM 
by  that  feeling  than  herself.  Biaingy  thereto 
she  went  on  tiptoe  to  the  passage,  and  esMBOMi 
it  for  herself.  Satisfied,  at  length,  tint  vt 
were  not  watched,  she  returned  to  the  lOA 
closed  the  door  softly,  motioned  for  me  to  h 
seated,  placed  herself  qmte  near  me,  and  Ai* 
appeared  disposed  to  proceed  to  bnsiiiefla* 

"  This  has  been  a  dreadful  day,  Mr.  Bq^ 
the  young  woman  now  conunenced^  actoilif 
looking  sorrowful,  as  I  make  littk  doubt  ihi 
really  felt.  ''  Who  could  have  thought  Aii4> 
street-musician  was  you,  and  that  old  GcfW 
pedlar  of  watches,  Mr.  Bogerl  I  dedtti^  Ai 
world  seems  to  be  getting  iipad»40W%  ■' 
folks  don't  know  when  theyVe  m  lUr  4^ 
places!" 


ig  tliey  woukln't  do  in  a  n.iiiutOj  if 
iirin  depended  on  it,  ^vliik^  in  your 
be  mure  than  a  hundred." 
•otliers  tlien  complain  of  my  having 
ong  the  anti-renters,  in  disguise  ?'' 
>,  desperately,  Mr.  Hugh,  and  seem 
t  about  it.  They  say  it  was  ungene- 
j  in  that  way  into  your  own  country, 
leir  secrets  from  them  I  I  say  all 
Lir  favour,  but  words  wont  pass  for 
nen  in  such  a  taking.  You  know, 
[Ve  always  been  your  friend,  even 
Idish  days,  having  got  myself  into 
ne  scrape  to  get  you  out  of  theiJa." 
tunity  made  this  declaration,  one  a 
18  to  facts,  by  the  way,  she  sighed 
>ped  her  eyes,  and  looked  as  con- 
:;onfused  as  I  believe  it  was  at  all 
re  to  appear.     It  was  not  my  cue 


-  i  T.cscr-.rT.r -E-irh  angle-worms.    Itookftft 

-  iin:^  iic.-'*  rAni.  there  ton?,  squeezed  it  inik 
1=-  ii;crnxi£-rll  i  rressure  as  I  knew  how  to 
iii---  i^ii  _•:•:&£•£  rrtvn  enough  about  the  eyes, 

-  T  a  1-:  clj  :•>?  good,  Opportumtv,''  I 
-:=>^  -'^-  ~  T::r-  I  Live  ever  reUed  on  jtw 
i^  i  r-:ioL  iz>£  riiTr  iirTer  doubted  you  wooH 
;-  ^  ri  CH.  ^i^-zi  I  ^a*  not  pre^nt  to  defiJ 


7-:^.  I  -"il-rMsoi  tbr  band,  a  little  ippit- 
:>- V  I  n.:^::  li. -•  :}:^  y«>ttng  ladr«oUHBg 

n '  s^  .i-'ii:7-  :iz>:<5  ^onae  Kttlc  modentioi 
^.     1!^!^-  :•-     '^ormniiy  manifiested  i  f^ 

u.:  -  -  V:  ^:  r-:r  boSd,  but  whit  codd 
-  \:.:.c  V  CTJLZ  :••,  Tr2?£z  the  gentleman  himsElf 


\.  .>^  >.-:iiS.-.  "ji  riirsx'Tjlar,  b  in  a  diedM 
liaL  -^  '  suf  resumed-  -  and  to  pacify  Umt  I 
-  .-.><  :.'A   ?     -"ix     :TJr  Erself,  at   this  tta 

:  c:  -  "^    •-*  :^  -x  i:»w  vhafi  i$  thretteMi' 

•  7>a.  :^  U'^  kfz^i  or"  TOO.  OpportaBtfi 
w  .  a^  ■  i^  5^  iu*.  "rai  yoa  noc  bettertcD Ji* 
^:  .-   A  i■Iv^f.  sa>i  ^»  go  to  a  room  aid  f^ 

^r^\],.  %rxir  ^*  <aarp  a  ride?* 

-  r.^I  It;"  ^s^  I  ^"^  &r  it's  Ugh  tine  J* 
i^.^^n    i:     ^juc-  «  ^:r  rest,  I  miM*  jnf  * 
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y  horee  and  gallop  back  the  moment  the  moon 
*B;  deep  I  must  in  my  own  bed  this  night  Of 
"ttBC  you  and  Mary  Warren  will  both  be 
eot  as  to  my  visit,  since  it  has  been  made  for 
or  good." 

[  promised  for  myself  and  Mary,  and  then 
Bsed  my  companion  to  delay  no  longer  in 
wting  the  information  she  had  ridden  so  far 
nring.  The  story  was  soon  told,  and  proved 
)e  sufficiently  alarming.  One  portion  of  the 
B  I  got  directly  from  Opportunity  herself, 
le  another  has  been  subsequently  gleaned 
D  various  sources,  all  being  certain.  The 
ticular  circumstances  were  these  : — 
Hien  Seneca  followed  the  band  of  "  Injins" 
hifi  co-anti-renters,  in  their  precipitate  re- 
it  on  the  hamlet,  his  revelations  produced  a 
end  consternation.  It  then  became  known 
i  the  young  Paris  spendthrift  was  on  his 
I  CBtate,  that  he  had  actually  been  among 
disaffected  that  day,  had  learned  many  of 
r  secrets,  and  had  probably  made  black . 
ks  against  certain  of  the  tenants,  whose 
38  were  nearly  expired.  Bad  as  this  was, 
tself^  it  was  not  the  worst  of  the  inatter. 
bing  was  more  certain  than  the  fact  that 
youDg  landlord  knew  a  few  of  those  who 


*iiii  c*:cn:mr:ed  felosy,  and  might  bive  9sAj 
iirr^y  lobable  suspicions  »  to  otlien.  W 
r^lliy  iiy  ai  hi*  merer,  as  a  matter  of  C(W»i 
1^1  :iere  was  a  suffieiencr  of  commne  MM 
Iff:  in  i^r  iLc^e  conspirators,  to  unLiw 
:1^:  &  =2^  who  must  feel  that  attempto  voe 
rujdr^  ::■  ro:-  him  of  his  estate,  would  beitff 
likzI'T  i.-^  Tun  the  lahles  on  his  assailtnt^M 
Lz  .or^^n  o^er.  When  men  embaik  it  ■ 
--.'..-'Ag=^j  as  innately  nefarious  as  tbt  if 
ii:rl-r-:z:i?:::  certainly  i&.  when  it  is  strippd* 
::^  Tv tensions  and  stands  in  its  naked  ^ 
:':r::i::y.  they  are  not  apt  to  stop  at  trifcfc  ^ 
:!:?  i-sT«tra:e  character  of  its  wiidad,  ^ 
::u-:ry  owes  the  speneral  deptesoon  rftt» 
:'r^:  l^&s  aco^mpanied  its  career,  its  fibe  ^ 
•iir^rous  principles,  its  confiinon  betweetijp 
^kzi  wron^,  and  finally  its  murdmL  It  btf^ 
:ii^:  n::>eraMe  prerogative  of  demagogoeiil'^ 
TO  de:\:nvl  i:s  career  and  its  dtmotiTiiiW 
Thus  has  it  happened,  that  the  canttf^ 
sA-n  the  same  quasi  legialaton — ItgMitBWi  ^ 
:rx'  Toio  of  a  puty  and  the  oouitesf  tf  ^ 
cvuntry.  if  by  no  other  temm— 
wi:h  an  air  of  high  pretcnnm,  the  YWf 
ml  policy  of  attonpting  to  main  mi 
stature  law,  on  the  one  ode^  wUk  iktf  p^ 
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»th  of  these  property-depredators,  on 
r!  In  such  a  state  of  society,  it  is  not 
ig  that  any  expedient  should  be  adopted 
idate  and  bully  me  into  silenpe.  It  was 
jntly  determined,  in  a  conclave  of  the 
lat  a  complaint  should  be  made  against 
3  and  myself,  before  an  anti-rent  justice 
lace,  for  felony  under  the  recent  statute, 
ring  "  disguised  and  armed,"  as  a  means 
nting  our  complaints  against  the  real 
I.  It  is  true,  we  were  not  in  masks ; 
lisguises,  nevertheless,  were  so  effectual 
\>\y  to  meet  the  contingency  contcm- 
y  the  law,  had  we  been  armed.  As  to 
,  however,  we  had  been  totally  and 
lally  without  anything  of  the  sort ;  but 
st  villains,  like  those  engaged  in  this 
y  little.  Those  oaths  had  been  taken, 
rants  were  actually  signed  by  the  ma- 
of  which  the  service  was  suspended  at 
solicitation,  merely  to  enable  the  last 
;  a  compromise.  It  was  not  thought 
t,  however,  to  menace  my  uncle  and 
irith  a  prosecution  of  this  nature ;  in- 
m  of  another  sort  was  to  be  put  in 
on,  to  enforce  the  dread  of  the  legal 
Qg8 ;  a  measure  which  should  let  us  see 
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that  our  assailants  were  in  downright  emoi 
Opportunity  had  ascertained  that  aomednig 
serious  was  to  be  attempted,  and  she  beBm 
that  very  night,  though  what  it  was  precU} 
was  more  than  she  knew;  or,  knowing*  mi 
willing  to  communicate. 

The  object  of  this  late  yiait,  then,  wu  to 
make  terms  for  her  brother,  or  brothen;  to 
apprize  me  of  some  unknown  but  pie0ib| 
danger,  and  to  obtain  all  that  influence  in  flf 
bn'ast  that  might  fairiy  be  antuupated  fitit 
services  so  material.  Beyond  a  question,  I  ml 
fortunate  in  having  such  a  friend  in  the  enenp 
camp,  though  past  experience  had  taught  ne  to 
1)0  war}'  how  I  trusted  my  miserable  and  nsi' 
tive  heart  within  the  meshes  of  a  net  that  m 
iK^en  so  often  cast. 

**'  I  am  very  sensible  of  the  importiBee » 
your  services.  Miss  Opportunity,**  I  nH 
the  voluble  young  lady  had  told  her  tale,  **  v 
shall  not  fail  to  bear  it  in  mind.  As  for 
any  direct  arrangement  with  your  hwto 
Seneca,  that  is  out  of  the  question, 
would  be  compromising  felony,  and  soljecA 
to  pimishment ;  but  I  can  be  paanTe^  if  I 
fit,  and  your  wishes  will  hnve  great 
with  me.    The  attempt  to  arrest  my  oneb 
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should  it  ever  be  made,  will  only  subject 
igators  to  action  for  malicious  prosecu'- 
ind  gives  me  no  concern.  It  is  very 
d  how  far  we  were  disguised,  in  the 
f  the  statute,  and  it  is  certain  we  were 
med,  in  any  sense.     Without  perjury, 

re,  such  a  prosecution  must  fail ." 

)lks  take  desperate  oaths  in  anti-rent 
*  interrupted  Opportunity,  with  a  signi- 
ook. 

km  quite  aware  of  that.  Human  testi- 
At  the  best,  is  very  frail,  and  often  to  be 
ted;  but  in  seasons  of  excitement,  and 
,  and  cupidity,  it  is  common  to  find  it 
:.  The  most  material  thing,  at  present, 
low  precisely  the  nature  of  the  evil  they 
te  against  us." 

ortunity's  eye  did  not  turn  away,  as  mine 
istened  on  her  while  she  answered  this 
»n,  but  retained  all  the  steadiness  of  sin* 

wish  I  could  tell  you,  Mr.  Hugh,"  she 
'*  but  I  can  say  no  more  than  I  have, 
injury  will  be  attempted  this  night,  I  feel 
I ;  but  what  that  injury  will  be,  is  more 
know  myself.  I  must  now  go  home;  for 
x>n  will  be  nearly  down,  and  it  would 


known." 

Opiwrtunity  now  rose,  and  « 
any  other  rover  might  be  au 
parting  broadside,  in  order  to  i 
lection  of  her  presence  as  menM 
she  hurried  away.  I  accomp 
oak,  as  a  matter  of  course,  md 
her  saddle.  Sundry  little  pu 
coquetry  occurred  during  these 
the  young  lady  manifested  m  i 
part,  even  when  all  was  retdj 
in  so  great  a  hurry.  Her  gai 
as  desperate  as  that  of  the  ai 
selves,  but  it  was  a  game  she  i 
play  out.  The  moon  was  not 
and  that  circumstance  served,  i 
delay,  while  I  fancied  that  she 
something  in  reserve  to  eooBiM 

'^  This  has  been  so  kind  m  ; 
tunity,"  I  said,  laying  mj  ha 
one  of  hers  which  held  the  brii 
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l-fashioned  times  again,  when  the  fonner 
ications  can  be  opened  among  us.  Thoee 
)p7  da,j9y  when  we  all  went  galloping 
hills  together ;  mere  boys  and  girls,  it 
»ut  delighted  boys  and  girls  I  hope  you 

t  they  was" — Opportunity's  education 
ses  did  not  extend  to  good  grammar, 
-dinary  discourse,  which  many  persons 
I  seem  to  fancy  is  anti-republican — "  That 
I  And  I  should  like  to  live  *em  over 
tfever  mind,  Hugh ;  you'll  live  to  put 
jse  people,  and  then  you'll  settle  and 
You  mean  to  marry,  of  course?" 
ras  a  pretty  plain  demonstration ;  but  I 
:  to  it,  as  what  young  man  of  fortune  is 
id  a  danger  known  is  a  danger  avoided. 
1  the  hand  I  held  gently,  relinquished 
then  observed,  in  a  somewhat  disap- 
tone — 

U,  I  ought  not  to  ask  again,  what  is  the 
ur  injury  I  am  to  expect  to-night.  A 
18  nearer  than  a  friend,  I  know ;  and  I 
^eciate  your  difficulties." 
rtunity  had  actually  given  the  spirited 
3  rode  the  rein,  and  was  on  the  point  of 
gr  off,  when  these  last  words  touched  her 
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:?:    L'jir-.irtir    r  -aif  li'w  ^^kaim,  aad  ii  i 

JTT^.: .:«.:.  «:>  i  rL&  rtva  if  ikxkftie  ■ 

«.::.    xt?  rrrs.rx^i  sa.  aai  tke  tarn  cf  * 

luntr*  X3ML  c'^  ^^  ke 
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lommon,  I  rejoice  to  &aj,  than  the  practice 
gave  it  birth.  Nevertheless,  it  was  clearly 

last  importance  to  certain  persons  at 
snest  to  frighten  me  from  complaining, 
hsir  crimes  could  only  lead  them  to  the 
I  prison,  were  justice  done.  I  determined, 
)re,  not  to  lay  my  head  on  a  pillow  that 
until  assured  that  the  danger  was  past 

moon  had  now  set,  but  the  stars  shed 
winkling  rays  on  the  dusky  landscape.  I 
It  sorry  for  the  change,  as  it  enabled  me 
ve  about  with  less  risk  of  being  seen, 
rst  thing  was  to  seek  some  auxiliaries  to 
i  in  watching,  and  I  at  once  decided  to 
>r  them  among  my  guests,  the  Indians. 
re  will  fight  fire,"  "  Indian"  ought  to  be  a 
for  "  Injin"  any  day.  There  is  just  the 
nee  between  these  two  classes  of  men, 
heir  names  would  imply.  The  one  is 
I,  dignified,  polished  in  his  way — nay, 
man-like ;  while  the  other  is  a  sneaking 
Irel,  and  as  vulgar  as  his  own  appellation^ 
e  would  think  of  calling  these  last  roas- 
ting rogues  **  Indians ;"  by  common  con- 
ven  the  most  particular  purist  in  language 

them  "  Injins."     **  H  y  a  chapeau  et 
m"  and  there  are  '^  Indian  and  Injin." 
.m.  c 


«ndk3ia  renxniiBg  to  the  hoMC^Itookpsfiw? 
«  ouee  wvsnk  the  qnaiterB  of  aiy  nd  pt^ 
Familsir  vitk  eY«cT  object  apomdiiii^  I  bft* 
ainrawidiui  tbe  giaJowi»  aadMOwdacBMifc 
.Av:i  uJ  &eU»  b^  a  route  ao  UUmh  Ik*  AlA 
«:it^  3»:c  niiKk  rkk  of  ny  being  8a0l^  ofuM 
^er;  ceea  enenien  on  tke  look-^ottL    Ihifr 
-uoir^  WTK  not  gremty  aad  I  aooR  itotd  il^ 
S^coc  tke  EnleknoUoavlnkliMdlfiBi- 
i>'(&M  stood,  sbebefed  kk  m  mmammt  bj  a  M 
?-;  V  ot  asscii  curutiy  vbidk  JSmed  the  bolM 
K  m  oU  and  hebhdoMrted  «pidn.     B«il 
;3tt:i2!«fd  to   look  dbo«t  warn,  wmA  to   niuk  I 
-nt'oueat.  betbce  I  proceeded  eay  i 

Diece  «&x^  the  goodL  oUL 
sea .:«  ot 

utt:  uu^  aad  mawiri  m  its  fa 
It  ittichc  be  fired,  eevtaalf,  baft  : 
:k.-ilitx.  on  it»  esterioK.     Wilk  tin 
>c  ;t»  rooC  its  piua^  wm 
Ixctle  wx?d  w  exposed  to  i 
ottt :  aad  a  ssEgbt  dcgiee  of 
w&e  ^puwt  sack  a 
poaebed  araoa  of  an 
Jeotb^  ee  it  AaoSd  do^ 
*>MKHidreli  aeblom  brmTO  i 
oowitrT.    Macb  ii  cud  obooftAi 
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jhment  of  the  gallows,  but  no  man  can 
many  thousand  times  it  has  stayed  the 
i  caused  the  heart  to  quail.  Until 
i  can  appear  among  us,  who  is  able  to 
lis  important  secret,  it  is  idle  to  talk 
e  few  cases  in  which  it  is  known  that 
jf  death  has  been  insufficient  to  pre- 
ae.  One  thing  we  all  know ;  other 
3nts  exist,  and  crime  is  perpetrated 
in  their  face,  daily  and  hourly;  and  I 
3e  why  such  a  circumstance  should  not 
as  much  of  an  argument  against  the 
ent  of  the  penitentiary,  as  against 
ent  by  the  gallows.  For  one,  I  am 
or  keeping  in  existence  the  knowledge 
re  is  a  power  in  the  country,  potent 
)  away  the  offender,  when  cases  of 
I  igrayity  oecur  to  render  ibe  warning 


c  2 
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CHAPTER  n. 


F-  m  lie  J.*! 


Ps»CNs  die  k^fese  with  its  valb  of  iM 


•C^cT-f!:. 


shere  were 


T^ 


:-x:7^i$«4K>Qse,  rtiMcBj  sad 
wf-rv  iH  of*  jtoaeabo;  bota  bnnd 
A  b;&v.c:f.>  V  woqU  eaalj  produce  m 
Tbre  S&rT»«  kiT-rkks  &c^  on  iim  iati^ 
:iie  Jwelli:^  of  MOler,  woe  all  «f 
*xvnilag  to  the  cufftom  of  tin  eu— tij,  mD 
w;»  ZKH  death  to  set  fire  to  a  bank  Tha*A^ 
j^us^  and  aniied"  who  dhooU  OQHBHt  ttillMft 
MdRrzxv.  woqU  incur  no  other  ridk  An  llift 
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rluch  had  already  been  incurred  in  carrying 
at  lus  desperate  plans.  I  thought  of  these 
hings  for  a  moment,  when  I  opened  a  passage 
brough  the  currant-bushes^  intending  to  pass 
y  a  breach  in  the  decayed  fence  into  the 
^en,  and  thus  by  a  private  way  to  the  house. 
?o  my  astonishment,  and  in  a  slight  degree  to 
ly  alarm,  a  man  stood  before  me  the  instant  I 
merged  from  the  thicket. 

"Who  be — where  go — what  want?"  de- 
lumded  one  of  the  real  redskins,  significantly  ; 
his  being  a  sentinel  of  the  party  whose  vigi- 
ince  even  my  guarded  approach  had  not  eluded. 

I  told  him  who  I  was,  and  that  I  came  to 
eek  the  interpreter  Manytongues.  No  sooner 
^raa  I  recognised,  than  my  red  friend  offered 
Qe  his  hand  to  shake,  American  fashion,  and 
ieemed  satisfied.  He  asked  no  question,  mani- 
Med  no  curiosity  at  this*  visit  at  an  hour  so 
nmsual,  and  took  it  all  as  one  in  ordinary  life 
*0old  receive  a  call  in  a  morning  between  the 
pennitted  hours  of  twelve  and  three.  Something 
kid  brought  me  there,  he  must  have  known ; 
but,  what  that  something  was  appeared  to  give 
Urn  no  ooncenL  This  man  accompanied  me  to 
Ae  house,  and  pointed  to  the  spot  where  I 


lAVESSNGBT; 


zzt.z  'Zr  pewon  I  sought,  aionng 
w-I^iikfr  bundle*  of  stair. 

At  iTrf  ir?:  :;-jch  of  mv  finger.  }haj\ 

k»  -J-:,  izo  r...d  erect.     He  recognisec 

Lz  .L-r^zr.  ijL-k  as  wa#  the  room,  lod  tc 

TT  :.—  1.^  s  •i^al  to  follow,  led  the  w 

-: .    Tn  I  lir.    .Aiter  moTing  oat  of  eiM 

*-  .--e:  —■:  7r:.?eeded  to  boAoess  himse 

: .  ..  ■  .  -:  :_:•.:  :?  snch  btemiptinn?. 

•   '.:  t:>-:-^ -rlTTTog t4>-n^t ?"  lenuind 

'  T--.--r.ir..  with  the  coolness  i»f  one  wl 

■     •  ": '^-.v       -  Am  I  to  rail  my  redikii 

>-  ^    •  /^  4  r  :Jce  that  15  tv  he  civen  ?" 

-  >  :Li;  V  .:  ^hilljudje  for  yourself. 

j.T*'-  :Sf  kr.:T  lie  condition  of  thi^s  part  < 

-  :.:--.    Ar-i  :*c  trv^aWw   that  exist  a 

-\  '-.^r    :'  :^r  rv^nts  paid  for  the  use  0 

'irr,-*^.      ^^ni:  rou  saw  tcMhv  ia  a  ipct 

■•r    -v  !^-ie?   That  are  now  conftaDtlj  1 

•  C   ■  r- ■.  I  can't  sav  I  do  rightly  andert 

:vf  s:»:f    -r  rkir^  down  herenft-wayy*'  dn« 

•t-  rSf  TTffyrYTer.  after  yawning  like  ilm 

j.:»i  r'-^'lv  ^-^^  ^^  ™>^  fimwrite  title  rf 

r-  .Tr»:^^     *  I:'«  ^eenw  to  be  neither  oae  tii 

«  ^  'i.'^hiT .   sutlk'T  tomahawk  nor  l»r.   I  < 
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ad  both  of  them,  but  this  half-and-half 
ling  bothers  me^  and  puts  me  out.  You 
»  have  law,  or  you  hadn't  ought ;  but 
I  have  should  be  stuck  to." 
mesai  that  you  do  not  find  this  part  of 
try  either  civilized  or  savage.  Not 
ig  to  the  laws,  nor  yet  permitting  the 
ppeal  to  force  ?" 

cthing  of  that  sort.  The  agent  told 
n  I  came  on  with  this  party  of  red- 
it  I  was  comin'  down  into  a  quarter  of 
itry  where  there  was  justices  of  the 
id  that  no  man,  red  or  pale,  could  or 
Ight  himself.  So  wj've  all  on  us  in- 
to go  by  that  rule ;  and  I  can  qualify 
a  critter  has  been  shot  or  scalped  since 
id  the  Mississippi.  Some  sich  law  was 
r  among  us,  as  we  came  from  different 
ite  tribes,  and  nothing  would  be  easier 
breed  a  quarrel  among  ourselves,  if  a 
9  so  disposed.  But,  I  must  say,  that 
only  disappHnted  myself,  but  most  of 
9  be  dreadfully  disappointed  likewise." 
rhat  particular  have  you  been  most  dis- 

lany  mattersL     The  first  thing  that  eet 


l-i-^iXSflST; 


Lr  ."-.:—  r-  T-:^-  •  z^^-^  r  i?  ^«^dlhemne■JlS• 
- -'^  ^'^  '«'i*  n-'-i  :^  :■:  ^*:iioiher.inihem 
'^'^-  >  ^  ■:■  j-r:=-_  Li»f  :.:  nie  if?  a  surpise 
—  *  •  ^^^-  L-  i:..:  tz-'i  .•:  ic  vfar.  tobeginde 
-=iiz-  r^.:  titt  i-:xT.     Wit,  Colonel  Lhile- 


;*n  L- 


— ^L-::  cTea  &n  ensign— yw 
— -f  -riih  seme  oiher  of  hit 


,    l; 

•I»rL 

c:*: 

r  .'^' 

Cl»: 

r  5  1 

v.'-- 

•i  :■: 

"S'Ll'f 

r 

rjp  ":•:•:  C 

^tf.'". 

r.ir. 

r  ii— 

•£■:  .t: 

mrfc 

zx 

-~  -    ■.-■"  *-  ••r.  =rr.  jc-i  Irl.JnotdoTOO 
n.  >r;  •:   :.    :-i_  j;.::   ^.y  anr  lower  title. 
i::    ri  -ti-.-rii-i-  :■:'  l  :  "ne  quarter  yoar 
-:c£.  L^  TLm-T-:  ^-*r^r.  .,-*u:  West    Fre 
"r:    I  zi*i  '-r-.r-.-zr:  :ifse  rwenr}--five  ycuS 
:a-:    1.  V  -  asef  :hc   Upper  Lakes  i 
•.  Li'i  £1  T  via:  i*  i'^e  to  a  gentleman  tf 
kr  Li-  r.j^     Ani  >x  as  I  was  srin*. 
l^r^'fTtfCf-  wiy  men   to  tali  of  cad 
-    z  :ic  rrrr-k*  a*  they  print  of  tfi 
vz.  i.-:rr  4i:>;2^  tii»  meetin-'oses,  «i|l* 
:  ?*:  jC--^-  as  to  £dl  conadenbk  i" 
n  d:*;  i:  &2  fpiteftiL  but  mj  feeb^ 
r"-Ie£  i:  >nlv  just  AcwrtJi'  "cm  tlriiff 
.  a?  f.r  r^eadiog  myself,  that 8  i  tM^ 
c>=i>ied  to.     This  somewhat  pff " 
£i)t£s*  things  different  as  I  go' 
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per  into  the  settlements^  and  I've  not  been 
{^plnted  so  far  as  them  expectations  went — 
he  old  idee  that's  been  crossed." 
I  am  not  astonished  to  hear  this^  and  agree 

yon  entirely  in  thinking,  that  the  nations 
h  can  withstand  a  press,  of  which  the  gene- 
aracter  is  as  degraded  as  that  of  this  country, 

be  composed  of  beings  of  a  higher  order 
man.     But,  to  come  to  business;  you  must 
some  notions  of  these  mock  savages,  and  of 
eople  called  anti-renters  ?" 
Sort  o',  and  sort  o'  not     I  can't  under- 

when  a  man  has  agreed  to  pay  rent,  why 
ould  not  pay  it.  A  bargain  is  a  bargain, 
he  word  of  a  gentleman  is  as  good  as  his 

rhese  opinions  would  surprise  some  among 
few  legislators  included.     They  appear  to 
:  that  the  moral  test  of  every  engagement 
«ther  the  parties  like  it  or  not." 
Jne  word,  if  you  please.  Colonel.   Do  they 
m  as  much  to  complaints  of  the  owners  of 
ile  as  to  the  complaints  of  them  that  hire 
md  in  order  to  work  it?" 
!i^ot  at  all.     The  complaints  of  the  land 
would  not  find  a  single  sympathetic  chord 
i  breast  of  the  sofbest^hearted  politician  in 
c  3 


mATECsSBST; 


ir-izi   tic  ever  so  weU  foonW 
*•'*-  ▼!;-:  iT'Z  &  rover  on  the  pnintt,ai 


>-:.—      V^ 


r«T«r:T  lor  land  tides?'* 
•  T:-  Tr-:5  U  is  ih^  prer-ie.  Colonel,  tni** 
1-f   4*1' i   fc-    rj  rrviT-ic  law  on  prer-ic  grami 
I»u-  ^iTi"  -^  rlj^:,  :>x  C iJonel, as  well« JK^* 
.-  i.~-:--:  :  iz*i  I  like  to  see  it  prevaiL  IdoiK* 
ii.:i.i    7  f««   -crlZ  f  lii  a  red-«kin  among  all  ths 
:.:.->  -t M   LTc  i?*->er'  uuJer  that  roof,  whowiB 
ii  -  r  ■  •:  I.:^  ^   W  ij'in  flying  from  the  tmnirf 
1  >  ■-:-.-  "iLrj-siTL     A  Tnati  must  be  well  steeped 
iT  -LiK  wiji    : -.hr  IsTT,  I  should  judge,  to  hv? 

•  r»    :>-:?.-:  r-:\i-s«--  :hen.  know  anytWagrf 
■3>:  T;:r.ir-:    :  :V  diScnliies  that  exist  here?" 

-  T:-:-  li'r  r:f:iri  on  'em.  and  have  tifted* 
r>  »L  I-.il  ::c-::itr  :■::  the  subject.  It's  oppJijt* 
-  -  r.:  -  irr  r.*:-rr"  c  z  an  Indian,  like«  to  igw** 
..T"i  ::.  TC-  i^  : ~  •>:•  another.  Bat,  here* • 
C^. T'Tn-BL.  wb>  :5  on  the  look-out  I  *" 
fiii   r  r:    &  •jussr.on,  and  you  shall  he*  ■* 

VirT-::cc">:«  :k*w  spoke  to  the  sentinel,  w 
T-E?  sir.r.::r:rj  n^u".  After  a  brief  exohuP 
«:'  ,^-j::s5-t*?  aad  answers  in  the  tongoe  of  "* 
'u.:?^^.  z'tc  izi'':zy<reter  oommmieBtod  vkstW 
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s  Chij^wa  has  heard  Bomewbere,'^  he 
;hat  there  are  folks  ia  this  part  of  the 
rho  get  into  wigwams^  hj  agreeing  to 

for  them, — and,  when  once  in  posses- 
J  want  to  fly  from  their  agreements,  and 
e  man  they  got  it  from  prove  his  right 
s  that  true.  Colonel?" 
3  true,  out  of  all  question;  and  not  only 
enants  wish  to  enact  this  treachery,  but 
ve  found  others,  that  call  themselves 
rs,  who  are  willing  to  sustain  them  in 
id.     It  is  much  as  if  you  should  bor^ 

hire  a  rifle  for  a  day's  sporting,  and 
le  man  who  let  you  have  it  came  to 

at  night,  you  should  tell  him  to  prove 
lie  right  owner." 

lat's  that  to  me  ?  I  got  the  rifle  of  him; 
right  but  such  as  he  had ;  and  am  bound 

by  my  bargain.  No,  no,  Colonel;  not 
lin  on  the  preivies  but  would  revolw- 
at  that  I  But,  what  may  have  brought 
'e  at  this  time  o^  night?  Them  that 
beds  don't  like  to  quit  them  till  momin' 
3  tell  'em  to  rise." 

1  gave  Manytongues  an  account  of  the 
had  received,  without  mentioning  the 
'  Opportunity,  however,  and  related  the 


r  T1-:  '•-sr^LZ;^  I  hid  heaid.  Theinttf- 
v^ic^  ZL  -..▼-i?^.  iifniri^d  at  tluspr«p«l 
»^^s''-  "^^^^^  ir»f  IsTm*.  a^iinst  whom  k 
— ^i?:  zr-  :.iJj  :c  aoconnt  of  the  fitde 
zir.  TTvr^-fiz^  iiv.  but  mainly  in  coo- 
:  ^  .-  riftcr  r^iT^  bn>ugfat  real  sivigCP 
is-reiin.  :j  lir  craven  and  clnntfj 
-    ::   T-:.i.i   :ikfv   had  carried  out  their 


•  ; .  'Zi^  Tr-riT  >  : :  rte  expected  from  oA 
— "--^  ■  :t:  .-ai^-r^fl  izieT  we  had  discussed  the 
--.-■  -  •  c^iit •  l:  >.or  Ihile  length,  "thongl 
r.^    ^  It..:  -     :.f  liirf^  warfare,  even  od  tke 

-—     F  •:  r~  Tikrr.  I'm  not  at  all  aony 

L>^:  >  s  iTr-m..:^  ::  5  :  ac-r  will  my  chiefik 
-'  -i^  •:»  .-7    ii  t:->  k.v:c:it*  tor  it  is  dull  trtA 
■    •-    :\  ::c  x*  ■■:--:c  :':•  ZK'>niha  and  montb  ^ 
.  ::•.-    :  L"  <ri  -cizj  *:  .\XLDelUi^  making speeckef 
-  !i>  Til.   1-:  rj  Talking,  and  eating tf' 
:r.:.i:.^:      A.r-.-rrr  ij  xhe  natur'  of  aprtf* 
r--:.  -:c  tfi  >  Lwij*  ri»i  to  jrick  his  ffint,iAff 
i  -i-t  '.  .r  7  .r^'irsJCt  cniet,    ITl  tell  the CUp* 
■:  ^-1   •    :C:7  'SL.  isi  bring  out  the  redsH* 
r  •  ruiri  T-.c  ,-xz  ^!ve  yoar (Hders.** 
-  I    -  ay£  ▼•»*    wiichAzlnet0»   rather  lh« 
.^  n;*::.     T\if  =:<::  can  He  in  watch,  near  Ae 
-:i.'7a»   >i2Jj£32£s^  mod   it  might  be  well  to 
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)me  water  ready,  to  extinguish  any 
liat  may  be  lighted,  before  they  get  too 
id.** 

it  as  you  say,  Colonel,  for  you  are  my 
i-General.  But,  I  can  tell  you  how  I 
^,  out  on  the  prer-ies,  when  I  caught 
[  of  a  Sioux  blowing  a  fire  he  had  kin- 
one  of  my  own  lodges.  I  just  laid  him 
Rames,  and  let  him  put  them  out  himself 
iding  on  them." 

e  must  have  no  violence,  unless  it  become 
Qsable  to  save  the  buildings.  The 
11  not  justify  us  in  using  our  arms, 
in  the  last  extremity.  Prisoners  I  wish 
take ;  for  they  may  serve  as  hostages, 
furnishing  examples  to  intimidate  other 
rs.  I  rely  on  you  to  give  due  warning 
red  friends,  on  this  subject." 
interpreter  gave  a  sort  of  grunt,  but  he 
>thing.  The  conversation  went  no  far- 
Dwever,  just  then ;  for,  by  this  time,  the 
s  came  stealing  out  of  the  house,  every 
F  them  armed,  looking  dusky,  prepared 
11  of  wariness.  Manytongues  did  not 
lem  long,  but  soon  told  his  story.  After 
8  authority  appeared,  in  a  great  measure, 
e.    Flintyheart  was  now  the  most  pro- 


^auu^s  ^aJ.  iafi:  ::»£  rrsc     h  five  ■■■iMlk 
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mtrj,  I  ieli  a  amall  soft  hand  laid  on 
of  mj  own  which  was  drawing  to  the 
r  me.  In  an  instant  I  had  turned^  and 
le  side  of  Marj  Warren.  I  expressed 
rise  at  finding  her  still  up,  and  concern 
night  suffisr  in  healthy  in  consequence 
icb  unusual  watchfulness, 
nld  not  sleep  after  what  has  passed 
^  she  answered^  ^'  without  knowing  the 
of  all  these  movements.  I  have  been 
from  mj  window^  and  saw  you  assist 
nity  to  get  on  her  horse,  and  afterward 
nrards  the  old  form-house,  where  the 
are  lodged.  Tell  me  frankly,  Mr. 
;e,  is  there  any  danger  to  be  appre- 

lall  be  frank  with  you,  Mary," — ^how 
1  pleasant  it  was  to  me  to  use  this 
imiliarity,  which  might  now  be  assumed 

appearing  to  be  presumptuous^  under 
circumstances  of  our  intercourse ;  "  I 
frank  with  you,  Mary ;  for  I  know  that 
iidence  and  self-conmiand  will  prevent 
ecessary  alarm,  while  your  watchfulness 
of  use.  There  is  some  reason  to  fear 
id." 

brand  I" 
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(8  against  its  ravages  in  the  country  I 
;  ask  you  to  retire,  for  I  know  you  will 
,  cannot  sleep;  but  by  passing  from 

0  window,  for  the  next  hour,  or  until 
ou,  your  mind  will  be  occupied,  and 
ome  injury  might  be  prevented.  An 
(Server  from  a  window  might  detect  an 
hat  would  escape  those  on  the  watch 

1  do  so,'*  said  Mary,  eagerly;  "  and 
iiscover  anything,  I  will  open  a  leaf 
itter  of  my  own  room.  You  can  then 
light  of  the  candle  within,  and  by 
t  once  to  this  door,  you  will  find  me 
ly  to  let  you  know  my  dbcovery." 

his  understanding  we  parted,  but  not 
lad  shaken  hands  affectionately  with 
tie-looking,  but  really  resolute  and 
led  girL  I  rejoined  Manytongues, 
1  in  the  shadows  of  the  piazza,  where 
I  no  possibility  of  his  being  seen,  ex- 
one  quite  near  his  person.  After  a 
lanation,  we  parted,  one  taking  the 
s  of  the  buildings,  and  the  other  the 
order  to  make  certain  no  incendiary 
>rk  on  either  of  the  wings, 
est  House  was  much  less  exposed  to 


only  two — ttiose  aireaay  d 
was  a  great  gate,  it  is  true ; 
to  admit  a  cart  Into  tlie  ifl 
southern  face  of  the  wing,  1 
which  an  incendiary  might, 
attempt,  though  a  practised  r 
see  the  difficulties.  Little  w< 
beyond  that  of  the  massive 
once  burnt,  would  leave  no  foi 
I  examined  the  place,  not 
finding  all  safe  on  my  side 
went  to  rejoin  the  interpretei 
me  at  the  foot  of  a  fine  bcec 
broad  arms  over  the  lawn, 
about  a  hundred  yards  from 
nearly  in  its  front,  as  to  affor 
the  most  eligible  position  fc 
like  ours,  far  or  near. 

At  the  foot  of  that  bee( 
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^^  seated  cm  a  bench,  and  seemed  entirely  at 
^  ease,  like  one  accustomed  to  ambushes,  vigi- 
liQoe,  and  midnight  assaults.  We  exchanged 
rqwrts,  ascertained  all  was  well,  and  then  I 
tt)k  my  seat  at  the  interpreter's  side,  willing 
ob^uile  the  time  by  such  discourse  as  occurr- 
ed to  my  mind. 

"  That  was  a  most  interesting  scene,  last 
▼cning,'*  I  remarked;  "the  interview  between 
Hd  Trackless  and  your  red  companions!  I 
irn  a  lively  curiosity  to  know  what  particular 
him  our  aged  friend  has  on  those  distant 
ribcs,  that  chiefs  of  note  have  come'  so  far  to 
echim?" 

"  They  have  not  come  all  the  way  from  the 
xer-ies,  to  this  spot,  on  any  such  ar'n'd,  though 
t  io  not  question  their  readinesa  to  do  8o.  In 
hb  first  place,  old  age,  when  accompanied  by 
risdom  and  sobriety,  and  a  good  character,  goes 
*  great  way  with  savages,  in  gin'ral.  But,  there 
I  something  particular  about  the  acts  of  Sus- 
[vesiis  that  I  do  not  know,  which  raises  him 
igher  than  common  in  redskin  eyes.  I  intend 
)  Pam  what  it  is  before  we  quit  this  country." 

A  paufie  succeeded;  then  I  epcke  of  the 
pier-ies,''  as  almost  all  western  men  pronounce 
.6  word     I  drew  such  an  outline  of  the  life 
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There  was  only  too  much  truth  in  this  last 
xntion  of  the  straightforward  interpreter  to  be 
jiizisaid.  After  making  some  proper  allowances 
or  the  difficulties  of  the  case^  and  the  unex- 
leeted  drcumstances,  no  impartial  man  could 
}eoj  that  the  laws  had  been  trifled  with,  or 
bings  never  would  have  reached  the  pass  thej 
ttd:  as  Many  tongues  affirmed^  we  had  neither 
he  protection  of  the  law^  nor  the  use  of  the 
ifle.  It  ought  to  be  written  in  letters  of  brass 
Q  all  the  highways  and  places  of  resort  in  the 
Kmntry,  that  a  state  op  society  which  pre- 
fiRDB  to  the  protection  that  belongs  to 

SHLIZATION,  AND  PAILS  TO  GIVE  IT,  ONLY 
UKE8  THE  CONDITION  OP  THE  HONEST  PORTION 
*  THE  COMMUNITY  SO  MUCH  THE  WORSE,  BY 
■PUVING  it  op  THE  PROTECTION  CONPERRED  BY 
lATUlB,  WITHOUT  SUPPLYING  THE  SUBSTITUTE. 

I  dare  say  the  interpreter  and  I  sat  an  hour 
Oder  that  tree,  conversing  in  low  voices,  ^n 
Mdi  matters  and  things  as  came  uppermost  in 
«w  minds.  There  was  a  goo3  deal  of  true  prer- 
i^llulosophy  in  the  opinions  of  my  companion, 
^>Uch  is  much  as  if  one  should  say  his  notions 
^weamixture  of  clear  natural  justice  and  strong 
'^prejudices.     The  last  sentiment  he  uttered 


■J< 
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md  induced  me  to  be  cautious,  and  closing  the 
loor  silently,  I  asked  an  explanation. 

••  Speak  not  too  loud,"  whimpered  the  anxious 
fjAf  preserving  a  wonderful  self-oommand, 
aefertheless,  for  the  extraordinary  circum- 
jhiifiii  in  which  she  was  placed.  ^^  I  have  dis- 
^iftiicd  them ;  they  are  here !" 

**  Here  I — not  in  the  house,  surely,?" 
^  In  the  house  itself  I— in  the  kitchen,  where 
Tijltff  are  kindling  a  fire  on  the  floor  at  this 
SHtant.    Come  quickly ; — there  is  not  a  moment 
^kse." 

it  may  be  well  to  explain  here  the  arrange- 
9Mit  of  the  kitchens  and  offices,  in  order  to 
what  is  to  follow  the  more  intelligible. 
leway  mentioned  cut  the  southern  wing 
^  the  house  into  two  equal  parts,  the  chambers, 
^hteveF,  extending  the  whole  length,  and  of 
9iMMe  passing  over  it.  On  the  western  side  of 
Sfkbgateway  were  certain  offices  connected  with 
^k  sating-rooms,  and  those  eating-rooms  them- 
On  the  eastern  side  were  the  kitchen, 
s'  hall,  soullery,  &c.,  and  a  flight  of  narrow 
I  that  led  to  the  chambers  occupied  by  the 
JOB.  The  outside  door  to  this  latter 
prticin  of  the  building  was  beneath  the  ardi^f 
the  ipaCeway,  4>ae  ooFrespoiiding  to  it  opening 


have  been  so  often  mentic 
on  the  fourth  to.  the  clil 
and.  while  it  was  nearly 
fK)i$$ible  for  an  active  mai 
descend  it,  by  clinging  to 
sufficiently  ragged  to  admi 
Wben  a  boy  I  had  done  1 
was  a  somewhat  common 
male  domesdcs  and  hiidi 
It  occorred  to  me  at  once 
had  most  probaUy  entered 
the  diff,  the  Idtcfaen  of  ii 
materials  to  light  a  confla 
The  reader  mil  be 
receivii^  the  startling  co 
Warren,  I  did  not  stop 
matters  with  her.  My 
desire  her  to  ran  to  the  1 
UM^nes  jmn  me,  bat  sbi 
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^  they,  with  their  faces  blackened,  and  they 
^Ye  muskets.  No— no — no.  Come,  /  will 
^cecHnpany  you." 

I  hesitated  no  longer,  but  moved  forward, 
^Smij  keeping  close  at  my  side.  Fortunately, 
I  had  brought  the  rifle  with  me,  and  the  revolv- 
ing pistol  was  in  my  pocket  We  went  by  the 
eating-rooms  and  offices,  the  course  taken  by 
Mary  herself  on  her  watch ;  and  who,  in  look* 
ing  through  a  small  window  of  one  of  the  last, 
that  opened  beneath  the  gateway,  had  discovered 
what  was  going  on,  by  means  of  a  similar  win- 
dow in  the  kitchen.  As  we  went,  the  noble 
girl  told  me  that  she  had  kept  moving  through 
die  bwer  rooms  of  the  whole  house  during  the 
time  I  had  been  on  watch  out  of  doors,  and, 
attracted  by  the  light  that  gleamed  through 
these  windows,  she  had  distinctly  seen  two  men, 
.with  blackened  faces,  kindling  a  Are  in  a  corner 
d  the  kitchen,  where  the  flames  must  soon 
communicate  with  the  stairs,  by  means  of  which 
the^  would  speedily  reach  the  attics  and  the 
wood-work  of  the  roof.  Fortimately,  the  floors 
tf  all  that  part  of  the  house  were  made  of  bricks; 
^  of  the  servants'  hall  excepted,  wluch  was  a 
foom  beyond  the  narrow  passage  that  contained 
^  stairs.     As  soon  as  apprised  of  the  danger, 

vou  m.  D 


60  ratensnest; 

Mary  Warren  had  flown  to  the  wmdow  of  ^ 
own  room,  to  make  the  signal  to  wib,uA^^ 
to  the  door  to  meet  me.    But  three  or  ft^ 
minutes  had  ebtpsed  between  the  lime  when  v^ 
became  apprised  of  the  danger,  and  tint  ifb^ 
we   were  walking   hurriedly  to   the  WBio'^ 
beneath  the  gateway. 

A  bright  light,  which  shone  thronig^  tb^ 
opposite  window,  announced  the  ptogw  itfJ^ 
by  the  incendiaries.  Bequeeting  Muj  to  19^ 
main  where  she  was,  I  paisBed  thronig^  A^ 
door,  and  descended  to  the  pavenient  of  tf^ 
gateway.  The  little  window  beneath 
was  too  high  for  my  purposes^  when  OB 
level,  but  there  was  a  row  of  low  ' 
opened  on  the  court  To  one  of  theie  1 1 
swiftly,  and  got  a  dear  view  of  all  dirt ' 
passing  within. 

"There  they  are.*^   exc 
neglectful  of  my  request,  still  kept  i 
side.     "  Two  men  with  blackenei  iMk  ^ 
the  wood  of  which  they  have 
blazing  brightly.'' 

The  fire,  now  I  saw  it,  did 
dread  I  felt  when  I  had  it 
imagination.     The  stairway  laad  m  ^^pfi  ||l^ 
beneath  it,  and  on  the  brick  i 
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L(%ndiarie8  built  their  pile.  It  was  constructed, 
t  the  bottom,  of  some  of  the  common  wood  that 
?a8  found  there,  in  readiness  for  the  wants  of 
he  cook  in  the  morning,  lighted  by  coals  taken 
rom  the  fire-place.  A  considerable  pile  had 
leen  made  with  the  wood,  which  was  now 
raming  pretty  freely,  and  the  two  rascals*  were 
mj  piling  on  the  chairs  when  I  first  saw  them. 
Chey  had  made  a  good  beginning,  and  in  ten 
ir  fifteen  minutes  longer  there  is  no  doubt  that 
11  that  portion  of  the  house  would  have  been 
D  flames. 

"  You  said  they  had  muskets,"  I  whispered 
0  Mary.     "  Do  you  see  them  now  ?^ 

"No:  when  I  saw  them,  each  held  his  mus- 
tet  in  one  hand,  and  worked  with  the  other." 

I  could  have  shot  the  villains  without  diflS- 
Jolty  or  risk  to  myself,  but  felt  deeply  averse 
0  taking  human  life.^  Still,  there  was  the 
voepect  of  a  serious  struggle  before  me,  and  I 
AW  the  necessity  of  obtaining  assistance. 

**  Will  you  go  to  my  uncle's  room,  Mary,  and 
dlhim  to  rise  inmiediately.  Then  to  the  front 
loQi*  of  the  house,  and  call  out,  '  Many  tongues, 
^<^  here  as  fast  as  possible.'  It  will  take  but 
Wo  minutes  to  do  both,  and  I  will  watch  these 
*^cals  in  the  mean  time." 
D  2 


52  .  ravensnest; 

"I  dread  leaving  you  here  alone  with  tk 
wretches,  Mr.  Littlepage,"  whbpered  Mary, 
gently. 

An  earnest  entreaty  on  my  part,  however, 
induced  her  to  comply;  and  no  sooner  did  tk 
dear  girl  set  about  the  accomplishment  of  the 
task,  than  she  flew,  rather  than  ran.  It  (M 
not  seem  to  me  a  minute  ere  I  heard  her  call  to 
the  interpreter.  The  night  was  so  still,  that, 
dwcet  as  were  those  tones,  and  busy  as  were 
the  incendiaries,  they  heard  them  too;  or 
fancied  they  heard  something  which  alarmcil 
them. '  They  spoke  to  each  other,  looked  in- 
tently at  their  infernal  work  for  a  single  inBtani, 
sought  their  arms,  which  were  standing  in  the 
corner  of  the  kitchen,  and  were  evidcntlj  pre- 
paring to  depart 

The  crisis  was  near.  There  was  not  time  to 
receive  assistance  before  the  two  fellows  wouH 
be  out,  and  I  must  either  meet  them  in  confficty 
or  suffer  them  to  escape.  My  first  impresHi>n 
was  to  shoot  down  the  leading  man,  and  grapple 
with  the  other  ere  he  had  time  to  prepare  ^ 
arms.  But  a  timely  thought  prevented  thif 
hazardous  step»  The  incendiaries  were  retiriif> 
and  I  had  a  doubt  of  the  legality  of  killiiig  * 
retreating  felon.     I  believed  that  my  cIiid^ 
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Tore  a  juiy  would  be  far  less  than  those  of  an 
linaiy  pickpocket  or  highway  robber,  and  had 
ard  and  read  enough  to  be  certain  there  were 
ousands  around  me  who  would  fancy  it  a 
ffident  moral  provocation  for  all  which  had 
m&Ay  that  I  held  the  fee  of  farms  that  other 
en  desired  to  possess. 

A  majority  of  my  countrymen  will  scout  the 
ea  as  forced  and  improbable.  But  majorities 
c  fiur  from  being  infallible  in  their  judgments, 
etany  discreet  and  observant  man  take  a  near 
ew  of  that  which  is  daily  going  on  abound 
m.    If  he  do  not  find  in  men  this  disposition 

distort  principles,  to  pervert  justice,  and  to 
tain  their  ends  regardless  of  the  means,  then 
i&  I  admit  I  do  not  understand  human  nature, 

hunan  nature  exhibits  its  deformity  in  this 
eased  republic  of  ours. 

There  was  no  tiiiie  to  lose,  however;  and 
«  course  I  actually  decided  to  take  will  be 
onest  told  by  relating  things  as  they  occurred, 
beard  the  door  open,  and  was  ready  for  action, 
lether  the  incendiaries  intended  to  retreat 
'  the  difF,  or  to  open  the  gate,  which  was 
ired  witUn,  I  could  not  tell ;  but  I  was  ready 
r  either  alternative. 
iTo  sooner  did  I  hear  a  step  on  the  pavement 


like  an 

Droppi 

and  gr 

waadoi 

fletely 

«MiuIt 

^«s  tiac 

*adat  i 

death-hu 

Antagoni 

ifehada 

falling  on 
i)od7  of  t 


*fter  the  c 

chance  wa 

assistance. 
oech-Jiiin/iL. 


OR,.  THE   REDSKINS.  Si 

16  flying  back  just  in  time  to  rescue 
th  a  resolution  that  did  her  honour, 
ht  up  the  rifle  I  had  dropped,  and 
small  end  between  the  bent  arms  of 
onist  and  his  own  back,  raising  it  at 
time  like  a  lever.  In  the  brief  in- 
breathing this  ready  expedient  gave 
lied  my  force,  caught  my  enemy  by 
t,  made  a  desperate  effort,  threw  him 
vet  on  his  side,  and  was  on  my  feet  in 
t.  Drawing  the  pistol,  I  ordered  the 
rield,  or  to  take  the  consequences.  The 
this  weapon  secured  the  victory,  the 
id  villain  shrinking  back  into  a  comer, 
rtteously  not  to  be  shot.  At  the  next 
the  interpreter  appeared  under  the 
owed  by  a  stream  of  redskins,  which 
turned  in  this  direction  by  the  alarm 
my  rifle. 


CHAPTER  m. 


**  Te  my  Uitj  wXl  hmvw  ptawd  wma^f 

That  Boble  mce  And  b(«ve  ;  ^Jfcl 

Thil  their  ligtit  omoefi  hame  maish'd  ^^^^  ' 

Fftun  off  the  crested  tmv& ; 
Th*t  'mid  Ibc  forostA  where  \hej  roia'd         ^  ; 

There  nngi  no  himtA^r'B  shout ;  i 

Bui  their  name  is  <m  jma  wmlet^ 

Ye  mij  ikol  wuh  H  □at.*' 

BiRBCTiNO  Manjtoiignes  to  eecupc  tie  ^ 
mcendkric^  I  spnuig  into  the  kitehen  to  ^' 
tinguish  the  flames  It  was  high  timet  thonp 
Mary  Warren  had  already  andcipated  i»e  1^*^ 
too.  She  had  actually  thrown  se%Tnil  tfipf^ 
of  water  upon  the  fire,  which  was  h^ffu^^ 
to  crackle  through  the  pile  of  chairsp  and  ^ 


already  succeeded  tti   les^CEUtig  the  &uni^ 


kuew  that  a  hydrant  stood  in  the  kitchvn  itHJu* 
which  gave  a  full  stream  of  wmlc*r*  ¥d&^  ^ 
pail,  I  threw  the  coatetit^  an  the  fiama;  ^^ 
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pe&ting  the  application,  in  half  a  minute  the 
om  was  filled  with  vapour,  and  to  the  bright 
ght  Bucceeded  a  darkness  that  was  so  deep  as 
>  suggest  the  necessity  of  finding  lamps  and 


The  tumult  produced  by  the  scene  just  de- 
cribed  soon  brought  all  in  the  house  to  the 
pot  The  domestics,  male  and  female,  came 
ambling  down  the  stairs,  under  wluch  the  fire 
ad  been  lighted,  and  presently  candles  were 
een  glancing  about  the  house,  in  all  directions. 

"I  declare,  Mr.  Hugh,"  cried  John,  the 
loment  he  had  taken  a  survey  of  the  state  of 
be  kitchen,  "  this  is  worse  than  Hireland,  sir  I 
^Hamericans  affect  to  laugh  at  the  poor 
firish,  and  calls  their  country  savage,  and 
unfit  to  be  in'abited,  but  nothing  worse  passes 
i  it  than  is  beginning  to  pass  'ere.  Them 
^  would  have  been  all  in  flames  in  a  few 
linates,  and  them  stairs  once  on  fire,  not  one 
rims,  up  in  the  hattics,  could  'ave  escaped 
nA  1  Don't  talk  of  Hireland,  after  this  I" 
Poor  John  I  his  prejudices  are  those  of  an 
bglishman  of  his  class,  and  that  is  saying  as 
uch  in  favour  of  their  strength  as  can  be  well 
id  of  any  prejudices.  But,  how  much  truth 
^  there  in  his  remark  I  The  quiet  manner  in 
d3 


which  we  aaeUme  superiority,  in  monki  **•*' 
justice  aud  virtue,  over  all  other  na^QUAi  tmf 
cotitaios  sm  int^tructive  leeaoiu  if  oae  will  ooljr 
nsgard  thuags  vm  they  really   are.     I  hav*  o" 
wish  to  exaggerate  the  faults  of  ntj  own  ^ma0h 
but  certainly  I  shall  not  remorsehsslj  CM**'' 
them,  when  the  most  ckngejroua  muM&i^nsm 
are  connected  with  euch  a  minstake*   Ab  afflttl^ 
the  disorders,  disturbances,  and  oQiiTiibi«ai^ 
America  have  certainly  been  mudi  feww  dtf 
those  of  moat,  perhaps  of  all  other  Chratili 
nation^}  comparing  number^  and  including  ds* 
tin\e  61  nee  the  great    experiment 
But,  J3uch  ouffM  to  have  been  the  femli 
fiacts,  quite  independently  of  naUounl  characte^' 
The  institutions  leave  nothing  for  the 
to  straggle  for^  and  famine  is  inikoawn 
ne.     liut  what  does  the  other  s^e  of  the  pJcta*^ 
exhibit?     Can  nny  man  point  to  a  cotiiitt^  S^ 
Eurojje   in  which  a  great  political  mciwi 
has  comntenced  on  a  principle  as  bait&cted 
knavish  a»  that  oi'  t ran jsfcr ring   property  fi 
one  cIeiss  of  men  to  another?     That  md^ 
project  does  exist  here,  ir»  beyond  all  ju^t 
tradiction  ;  and  it  i^  equally  cert  sin  that 
carried  its  devices  into  legialatioiit  and  it 
cK>rruptang  the  government  ui  ila  mmt 
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it&  John  wae  right  in  saying  we  ought 
to  tnm  up  our  noses  at  the  ebullitions  o( 
\ed  and  trodden-on  **  Hireland,"  while  our 
skirts  are  to  be  cleared  of  such  sins  against 
plainest  dictates  of  right, 
he  fire  was  extinguished,  and  the  house  was 
The  kitchen  was  soon  cleared  of  the 
m  and  smoke,  and  in  their  places  appeared 
oud  of  redskins.  Prairiefire,  Eaglesflight, 
Fliptyheart,  were  all  there,  examining  the 
its  of  the  fire,  with  stem  and  interested 
itenances.  I  looked  round  for  Mary  Warren; 
that  gentle  and  singularly  feminine  girl, 
r  manifesting  a  presence  of  mind  and  de- 
)Q  that  would  have  done  honour  to  a  youug 
I  of  her  own  age,  had  shrunk  back  with 
dtive  consciousness,  and  now  concealed 
Jelf  among  the  others  of  her  sex.  Her  duty, 
eminently  useful  and  protective,  had  been 
Permed,  and  she  was  only  anxious  to  have  it 
forgotten.  This  I  discovered  only  next  day, 
^ever. 

fanytongues  had  secured  the  incendiaries, 
they  were  now  in  the  kitchen  also,  with 
r  hands  tied  together,  and  arms  bound 
ind  their  backs,  at  the  elbows.  As  their 
»  remained  black,  it  was  out  of  my  power 
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to  recognise  either.     The  rascal  who  had  been 
felled  by  the  blow  of  the  rifle  was  yet  conAsed 
in  manner,  and  I  ordered  the  domestics  to  wash 
him,  in  the  double  expectation  of  briDging  Urn 
more  completely  to  his  senses,  and  of  ascertiiih 
ing  who  he  might  be. 

The  work  was  soon  donc^  and  both  objecti 
were  attained.  The  cook  used  a  dishcloth  widi 
so  much  dexterity,  that  the  black-a-moor  came 
out  a  white  man,  at  the  first  application^and  he 
was  soon  as  clean  as  a  child  that  is  about  to  be 
sent  to  school,  fresh  from  the  hands  of  its  nune. 
The  removal  of  the  disguise  brought  out  the 
abashed  and  frightened  physiognomy  of  Joshoi 
Brigham,  Miller's  hired  man— or  my  hired  mm* 
in  effect,  as  I  paid  him  his  wages. 

Yes  I  such  was  one  of  the  effects  of  the 
pernicious  opinions  that  had  been  so  widek 
circulated  in  the  land,  during  the  profoml 
moral  mania  that  was  working  its  nvigei 
among  us,  with  a  fatality  and  danger  thit 
greatly  exceed  those  which  accompanied  tk 
cholera.  A  fellow,  who  was  almost  an  imu^ 
of  my  family,  had  not  only  conspired  with 
others  to  rob  me  of  my  property,  on  t  tap 
scale,  but  he  had  actually  carried  his  plot  e0 
far  as  to  resort  to  the  brand  and  the  rife  ^ 
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the  agents  to  be  employed  in  carrying 
J  virtuous  objects.   Nor  was  this  the  result 

vulgar  disposition  to  steal ;  it  was  purely 
sequence  of  a  widely-extended  system, 
is  fast  becoming  incorporated  with  the 
»  of  the  land,  and  which  men,  relying  on 
fficacy*  of  majorities,  are  bold  enough  to 
up,  in  legislative  halls,  to  defend.* 

order  that  the  reader  who  is  not  familiar  with  what 
ing  in  New  York  may  not  suppose  that  exaggerated 
kre  here  used,  the  writer  will  state  a  single  expedient 
inti-rcnters  in  the  legislature  to  obtain  their  ends.  It 
rally  known  that  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
ts'the  separate  States  from  passing  laws  impairing  the 
ions  of  contracts.  But  for  this  provision  of  the  Federal 
ntion,  it  is  probable,  numbers  would  have  succeeded, 
po,  in  obtaining  the  property  of  the  few  on  their  own 
amid  shouts  in  honour  of  liberty  !  This  provision, 
T,  has  proved  a  stubborn  obstacle,  until  the  world,  near 
ddle  of  the  nineteenth  century,  has  been  favoured  with 
lowing  notable  scheme  to  efifect  the  ends  of  those  who 
fikrms  and  must  have  them.**  The  State  can  regelate, 
vie,  the  law  of  descents.  It  has  accordingly  been  so- 
'  proposed  in  the  legislature  of  New  York,  that  the 
I  of  descents  should  be  so  fiur  altered,  that  when  a  land- 
lolding  lands  subject  to  certain  leasehold  tenures,  dies, 
itcent  is  cast,  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  tenants,  on 
ition  to  the  chancellor,  to  convert  these  leasehold  tenures 
kortgage8,and  to  obtain  ike  fee-simple  of  the  estates  in 
ait  of  the  debt !  In  other  words,  A.  leases  a  farm  to  B. 
sr,  reserving  a  g^und-rent,  with  covenants  of  reentry, 
I.  B.  wishes  a  deed,  but  will  not  pay  A.'s  price.  The 
d  States  says  the  contract  shall  not  be  impaired,  and  the 
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I  confess  that  the  discovery  of  ttie  ferm^ 
Joshua  Brigliam  rendered  me  a  little  (imvm\f> 
ascertain  that  of  bis  companioo.  Heater^  ^ 
cook,  waa  directed  ta  take  the  ottief  cJiiM  i« 
hand,  as  soon  m  she  had  well  wiped  the  cuttr 
tenance  of  the  one  first  immasked.  NotkiD| 
loth,  the  good  houBewife  ©et  about  Tm  tiA* 
au^d  the  first  dab  of  water  she  applied  mcaW 
the  astounding  fact  that  I  had  again  capture^ 
Seneca  Ne  wcome !  It  will  be  remembered,  thii 
the  last  tune  I  eaw  theae  two  men  togetht-f*  1 
left  them  fighting  in  the  highwaj. 

I  admit  that  thi^  (Kscovery  shocked  m^ 
There  never  had  been  a  being  of  the  KewooB* 
tribe»  from  the  grandfather,  who  was  iu  n»« 
at  Ravensnest,  down  to  Opportunity,  who  it^ 
ever  been  esteemed^  or  respected  aoMg  * 
Trick— trick — trick — low  cnnmngt  and  o^ 
reaching  management,  had  been  tlic  fiioiilj  tatt* 
from  the  day  Jason,  of  that  name,  hit^l  t^^^ 
the  mill  lot,  down  to  the  present  hour.    Tb?^ 


LegUlAtur^  of  Ki»ir  York  h  iUtu}ti»t«d  h^  i 
b&ve  AAined,  to  gel  over  the  proYisioa  itf  tks  1 

Since  writing  Ihe  foregoing^  ibU  law  hw  ftctotJij  I 
the  A]isemb]jt  Ihougli  it  hm  not  been  fttloptwd  bir  tbf  ^ 
Tbe  proTlsioii  included  aU  ]@aaed  property,  ir^iia  ^  ^*^ 
w^re  far  mono  tiitn  twoBiy-oue  jmoi^  or  wift  mi  ^^^^ 
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ard  from  my  grand&theri  mj  grand- 
,  my  own  father^  my  uncle,  my  aunts 
y  older  than  myself,  who  belonged  to 
till,  there  they  had  been,  and  habit  had 
a  Bort  of  feeling  for  them.  There  had, 
sen  a  species  of  pretension  about  the 
which  brought  them  more  before  us, 
ost  of  the  fiimilies  of  the  tenantry.  The 
.ther  had  received  a  sort  of  an  education, 
£  practice  had  been  continued,  afker  a 
,  down  to  the  unfortunate  wretch  who 
ood  a  prisoner  taken  flagrante  delictum 
•  a  capital  crime.  Seneca  could  never 
ade  a  gentleman,  as  the  term  is  under- 
mong  gentlemen;  but  he  belonged  to 
jsion  which  ought  to  raise  a  man  mate- 
,bove  the  level  of  the  vulgar.  Oppor- 
too,  had  received  her  quasi  education, 
ore  pretending  one  than  that  of  my  own 
at  nothing  had  been  well  taught  to  her ; 
m  reading,  inasmuch  as  she  had  a  de- 
rovincial  pronunciation,  which  sometimes 
on  my  nerves.  But,  Opportunity  had 
I,  and  coiild  not  have  anticipated  her  own 
8  intentions,  when  she  communicated  the 
int  information  she  had.  Opportunityi 
er,  had  more  refinement  than  Seneca,  in 


coodcquenc^  of  haTing  a  mc^e  lisutei  ■nil' 
tiatt^  and  she  miglit  fall  into  dcepufi  ^  H^ 
unexpected  result  of  her  own  acts  I 

I  was  still  reflecting  oe  tbeie  fiaog^  ^ 
summoDed  to  my  grandmotbtir.     Slie  nii  ■ 
her  own  dre«sliig-room»  surnmnded  bf  tliififf 
girk ;  just  so  many  pictures  of  akniit  i 
and  female  loveUneaa      Maiy  Waiim  iIm 
was   in  regular  tmi^i€i  but  the  Otlief%  lift 
instinctive  coquetry,    had  oaatimi  to 
then^selTes  up,  to  a  way  to  render 
eomer  than  eyer.     As  for  my  dear 
heT:selfy  she  had  been  told  that  llie 
safe,  but  felt  that  vague  desire  to  see  mi^  tU 
was  perhaps  natural  to  the  circuinsbtiK3e& 

''  The  state  of  the  couutiy  is  fi%Mi*il* 
said,  when  I  had  answered  a  few  of  Her  qtn^ 
iions,  and  had  told  her  who  the  pri^nds  rtiiN  1 
were;  "  and  we  can  hardly  remain  licr^  ^  I 
safety.  Thiub  of  one  of  the  l^mroomm  tf*  J 
of  Seneca,  in  particalar,  with  his  profr«ioi>»J 
education^  being  engaged  in  each  a  crixncl"  "1 

'*  Nay,  grandmother,"  put  in  Patt,  a  ^^ 

archly,  «  I  never  yet  heard  yon  ^leak  wdl^ 

the  NewGomes;   you  barely  tolerated  C^p*'' 

tunity,  in  the  hope  of  improving  her,'        *— 

"  It  is  truej  that  the  race  is  n  Ut5|tt%^  i 
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^  drcumstances  show  what  injuiy  a  set  of 
)«e  notions,  transmitted  from  father  to  son^  for 
Alterations,  may  do  in  a  family.  We  cannot 
ink  of  keeping  these  dear  girls,  here,  one 
mr  after  to-morrow,  Hugh.  To-morrow,  or 
-day,  for  it  is  now  past  two  o'clock,  I  see ; — 
-day  is  Sunday,  and  we  can  go  to  church;  to- 
;ht  we  will  be  watchful,  and  Monday  morning 
or  uncle  shall  start  for  Satanstoe,  with  all 
pee  of  the  girls." 

^  I  shall  not  leave  my  dear  grandmother," 
<nned  Patt — "nor  do  I  think  it  would  be 
ry  kind  to  leave  Mary  Warren  behind  us,  in 
)lace  like  this." 

"  I  cannot  quit  my  father,"  said  Mary,  her- 
f,  quietly,  but  very  firmly.  "  It  is  his  duty 
remain  with  his  parishioners,  and  more  so, 
w,  that  so  many  of  them  are  misguided,  than 
any  other  time;  and  it  is  always  my  .duty, 
d  my  pleasure,  to  remain  with  Aim." 
Was  that  acting?  Was  that  Pharisaical? 
r  was  it  genuine  nature;  pure  filial  affection 
d  filial  piety?  Beyond  all  question,  it  was 
e  last;  and  had  not  the  simple  tone,  the 
mest  manner,  and  the  almosfc  alarmed  eager- 
my  with  which  the  dear  girl  spoke,  proclidmed 
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^P  the  whole  time,  as  if  such  gentle  acts 
^  considered  meritorious.  This  out-does 
idiation  twenty-fold,  HugL" 
kjy  my  dear  sir,  but  it  will  not  make  a 
\  of  the  talk.  Look  at  the  newspapers  that 
be  put  into  your  hands  to-morrow  morning, 
I  fircHU  Wall  and  Pine  and  Anne  streets, 
r  will  be  in  convulsions,  if  some  unfortunate 
t  of  a  senator  speak  of  adding  an  extra 
ural  to  a  regiment  of  foot,  as  an  alarming 
lemonstration,  or  quote  the  fall  of  a  fancy 
:  that  has  not  one  cent  of  intrinsic  value,  as 
betokened  the  downfal  of  a  nation ;  while 
doze  over  this  volcano,  which  is  n^ing  and 
sring  strength  beneath  the  whole  commu- 
menacing  destructicm  to  the  nation  itself, 
b  is  the  father  of  stocks." 
Fhe  intense  selfishness  that  is  uppermost  is 
1  symptom,  certainly;  and  no  one  can  say 
hat  it  will  lead.  One  thing  is  sure;  it 
«  men  to  limit  all  their  calculations  to  the 
nt  moment ;  and  to  abate  a  nuisance  that 
es  on  our  existing  interests,  they  will  jeopard 
rthing  that  belongs  to  the  future.  But 
are  we  to  do  with  Seneca  Newoome,  and 
>-ra8cal,  the  other  incendiary  ?^ 


Hugh.  Had  you  been  cau{ 
corners  kitchen,  setting  fire  t 
and  merokss  punishment 
your  lot,  beyond  all  eont 
cases  win  be  very  differen 
hnndred  that  they  11  not  h 
thousand  that  they  are  pardi 

'*  Acquitted,  sir,  will  be 
— Miss  Warren  and  I  savr 
very  act  of  building  their 
plenty  of  testimony  as  to  th 

This  indiscreet  speech  dn 
late  companion ;  all  the  \m 
repeating  the  name  of  '*  IM 
manner  in  which  the  sex  ejcp 
for  Mary,  herself,  the  poor  1 
back  abashed,  ashamed  of  i 
unless  it  might  be  in  cos 
secret    consciousnesi^   aft  i 
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^^  said  my  grandmother^  a  little  gravely^ 
caonot  have  been  in  bed  this  night   How 
m  tluB  happened,  my  dear?" 

Thus  called  on,  Mary  Warren  was  of  too 
jrilftletw  and  pure  a  mind,  to  hesitate  in  telling 
■r  tale.  Every  incident,  with  which  she  had 
ffmk  connected,  was  simply  and  clearly  related, 
psiigli  she  suppressed  the  name  of  our  mid- 
pi^  Yiutor,  out  of  tenderness  to  Opportunity. 
IQl  present  were  too  discreet  to  ask  the  name, 
mdf  I  may  add,  all  present  heard  the  narrative 
lAh  a  marked  and  approving  interest.  When 
Ijhiy  had  done,  my  grandmother  kissed  her, 
|nd  Fatt,  the  generous  creature,  encircled  her 
Ijiaist  with  the  tenderness  and  affection  of  a 
talu,  who  felt  for  all  the  trials  the  other  had 
i^nrcd 

-  « It  seems,  then,  we  owe  our  safety  to  Mary, 
■ler  all!'"  exclaimed  my  good  grandmother; 
9witliout  her  care  and  watchfulness,  Hugh 
hijght^  most  probably  ttauldy  have  remained  on 
pe  lawn,  until  it  wa^  too  late  to  save  the  house, 
Ir'ns." 

«  That  18  not  all,"  added  uncle  Ro.  "  Any 
Bue  couM  have  cried  '  fire,'  or  given  a  sensden 
ihnD^  but  it  is  evident  from  Miss  Warren's 
leocmnt^  unpremeditated  and  artless  as  it  is, 


that,  but  for  tl 
which  she  play< 
which  has  been 
and  that  the  hoi 
had  these  fello 
Hugh's  surpri^i 
called  on  to  de] 

I  saw  a  comi 
as  they  stood  « 
arms;  but  the 
that!  interfere! 

"  I  do  not  a 
these  incendiari 
"  under  the  te& 
am  surprised  to 
result  of  the  trL 

"  You  feel  ai3 
Hugh  J  one  wh^ 
what  they  ougl 
Justice  is  blim 
impartiality,  bu 
sees  on]  J  one  aid 
escape  ?  Perha 
fire  to  a  pile  of 
Betting  fire  to  a. 
aa  the  noses  on 
Littlcpage;  one 


OB,   THE  BED6KINS.  71 

Events  of  this  very  night  will  be  tortured 
^  aigument  in  favour  of  anti-rentism." 
^  common  exdamation,  in  which  even  my 
^mother  joined,  expressed  the  general  dis- 
from  this  opinion. 

It  is  all  very  well,  ladies,"  answered  my 
3  Eo,  coolly, — "all  well  enough.  Master 
b ;  but  let  the  issue  tell  its  own  story^  I 
heard  already  other  abuses  of  the  anti- 
re  urged  as  a  reason  why  the  laws  should 
langed,  in  order  that  men  may  not  be 
ted  beyond  their  strength;  and  why  not 
le  same  reasoning  in  favour  of  this  crime, 
it  has  been  used  already,  in  cases  of  mur- 
*  The  leasehold  tenures  make  men  com- 
narder,'  it  is  said,  *  and  they  ought  to  be 
jyed,'  themselves.  *  The  leasehold  tenures 
men  commit  arson,'  it  will  now  be  said, 
who  desires  to  retain  laws  that  induce  men 
(nmit  arson?'" 

)n  the  same  principle  it  might  be  pretended 
should  be  no  such  thing  as  personals,  as 
tempt  men  beyond  what  they  can  bear,  to 
lit  petty  larceny." 

^o  doubt  it  could,  and  no  doubt  it  w<mld^ 
litical  supremacy  were  to  be  the  reward. 
e  is  nothing — no  fallacy,  no  moral  sophism. 


mnasoL  ^insb  aD 
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^lie  *•  Institutions,"  as  would  seem  to  prevail  thit! 
Is  a  contract  to  be  tolerated  which  induces  free- 
men to  set  barns  on  fire? 

The  barn  that  had  been  set  on  fire  stood  on 

the  flats,  below  the  cliffy  and  fully  half  a  mile 

^    £rom  the  Nest     The  conflagration  made  a  most 

brilliant  blaze^  and,  as  a  matter  of  course,  pro^ 

dnced  an  intense  light.     The  loss  to  myself  did 

■ot  exceed  a  few  hundred  dollars ;  and,  while 

this   particular  argument   in    favour  of   anti- 

rentism  was  not  entirely  agreeable,  it  was  not 

flo  grave  as  it  might  have  been,  had  it  been 

urged  on  other  buildings,  and  in  the  same  mode. 

•*  In  other  words,  I  was  not  so  much  distressed 

^  with  my  loss  as  not  to  be  able  to  see  the  beauty 

of  the   scene;    particularly  as  my   uncle   Ro 

whispered  that  Dunning  had  caused  an  insurance 

to  be  effected  in  the  Saratoga  Mutual  Assurance, 

.   which  would  probably  place  a  considerable  por- 

"  tion  of  the  tenants  in  the  unlooked-for  category 

of  those  who  were  to  pay  for  their  own  frolic. 

Ab  it  was  too  late  to  think  of  sa^dng  the  bam 
and  ricks,  and  Miller,  with  his  people,  had  already 
descended  to  the  spot  to  look  afler  the  fences, 
nd  any  other  object  that  might  be  endangered 
fcf  the  fljring  embers,  there  was  notliing  for  us 
to  do  but  to  remain  passive  spectators.  Truly, 
you  nu  E 
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Wping,  shontingy  dancing,  leaping  band,  of 
>^e  forty  or  fifty  of  the  "disguised  and 
^ed,"  who  were  quite  near  enough  to  the 
deflagration  to  enjoy  it,  without  being  so  near 
I  to  be  necessarily  connected  with  it.  We 
iderstood  their  presence  and  antics  to  be 
tended  as  so  many  intimations  of  the  secret 
«ncy  they  had  had  in  the  depredations  of  the 
;ht,  and  as  so  many  warnings  how  I  withstood 
e  "  spirit  of  the  Institutions.  ** 
Manytongues,  who  had  certain  vague  notions 
the  necessity  of  his  keeping  on  the  windy 
le  of  the  law,  did  not  accompany  his  red 
ethren,  but  came  through  the  gateway  and 
ned  my  uncle  and  myself,  as  we  stood  he- 
ath the  cover  of  a  noble  chestnut,  on  the  verge 
the  difl^  watching  the  course  of  things  on  the 
eadow.  I  expressed  my  surprise  at  seeing 
m  there,  and  inquired  if  his  presence  mighl 
It  be  needed  by  Flinty  heart  or  Prairiefire. 
"Not  at  all,  not  at  all.  Colonel,"  he  answered 
ith  perfect  coolness.  "  The  savages  have  no 
^t  need  of  an  intarpreter  in  the  business 
ey  are  on ;  and  if  harm  comes  of  the  meetin', 
B  perhaps  best  that  the  two  parties  should 
H  understand  each  other,  in  which  case  it 
ight  all  be  looked  on  as  an  accident.     I  hope 
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they'll  not  be  particular  about  scalps,— for/ 
told  Flinty  heart,  as  he  was  leaving  us,  the  fCOfJe 
of  this  part  of  the  world   did  not  like  to  b« 
scalped." 

This  was  the  only  encouragement  we  received 
from  the  interpreter,  who  appeared  to  think 
that  matters  were  now  in  the  right  train,  and 
that  every  difficulty  would  soon  be  disposed  of. 
secundum  aHcnu  The  Injins,  however,  viewed 
the  affiiir  differently,  having  no  wish  for  a 
serious  brush  with  auy  one ;  much  less  wiih 
enemies  of  the  known  character  of  reJskinN 
How  they  ascertained  the  presence  of  their  foe 
I  cannot  say,  though  it  is  probable  some  on*? 
saw  them  stealing  along  the  meadows,  in  *pii* 
of  all  their  care,  and  gave  the  alarm.  Alann 
it  was,  sure  enough ;  the  party  of  the  prvriouf 
day  scarce  retreating  through  the  woods  with 
greater  haste  than  tlie  **  disguised  and  armed 
now  vanished. 

Such  has  been  the  fact,  as  respects  thesc©^ 
in  every  instance  in  which  they  have  bf" 
brought  in  contact  with  armed  bodies,  thoo?" 
much  inferior  to  their  own  in  numbers.  K*'** 
enough,  and  even  brutal,  on  a  variety  of  oc<^' 
sions  in  which  individuals  have  become  snbj^ 
to  their  power,  in  all  cases  in  which  ar<**^ 
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ttiea,  however  small,  have  been  sent  against 
eaiy  they  have  betrayed  timidity  and  a  dread 
■  making  that  very  appeal  to  force,  which,  by 
leir  own  previous  acts,  they  had  insolently 
ivited.  Is  it  then  true,  that  these  soi^dimnt 
Injins"  have  not  the  ordinary  courage  of  their 
ce,  and  that  they  are  less  than  Americans, 
ith  arms  in  their  hands,  and  below  the  level 
all  around  them  in  spirit  ?  Such  is  not  the 
96.  The  consciousness  of  guilt  has  made 
em  cowards;  they  have  found  "that  the 
tig's  name  is  a  tower  of  strength,'^  and  have 
nink  from  conflicts,  in  which  the  secret  warn-* 
^  that  come  from  on  high  have  told  them 
at  they  were  embodied  in  a  wicked  cause, 
d  contending  for  the  attainment  of  wrong 
da  by  unjustifiable  means.  Their  conduct 
oves  how  easy  it  would  have  been  to  suppress 
eir  depredations  at  the  earliest  day,  by  a 
licious  application  of  the  power  of  the  State, 
d  how  much  they  have  to  answer  for  who 
ve  neglected  their  duty  in  this  particular. 
As  soon  as  Flintyheart  and  his  followers 
certained  that  the  "disguised  and  armed" 
^  actually  off  again,  and  that  they  were  not 
pass  the  morning  in  a  skirmish,  as  no  doubt 
^  man  amon^  them  had  hoped  would  be 
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^pper  windows.  After  a  short  interview  with 
1^7  grandmother,  she  consented  to  retire,  and 
preparations  were  made  for  setting  a  look-out, 
lod  dismissing  everybody  to  their  beds  again. 
Manytongaes  took  charge  of  the  watch,  though 
le  laughed  at  the  probability  of  there  being 
fly  further  disturbance  that  night. 

"  As  for  the  redskins,"  he  said,  "  they  would 
<8  soon  sleep  out  under  the  trees,  at  this  season 
•f  the  year,  as  sleep  under  a  roof;  and  as  for 
nddng — cats  a'nt  their  equals.  No — no — 
Lionel ;  leave  it  all  to  me,  and  111  carry  you 
brough  the  night  as  quietly  as  if  we  were  on 
be  prer-ies,  and  living  under  good  wholesome 
Ter-ie  law." 

"  As  quietly,  as  if  we  were  on  the  prairies  I" 
^e  had  then  reached  that  pass  in  New  York, 
^  after  one  burning,  a  citizen  might  really 
ope  to  pass  the  remainder  of  his  night  as 
uietly  as  if  he  were  on  the  prairies  I  And 
yert  was  that  frothy,  lumbering,  useless  ma- 
bine,  called  a  government,  at  Albany,  within 
%  miles  of  us,  as  placid,  as  self-satisfied,  ns 
inch  convinced  that  this  was  the  greatest 
^le  on  earth,  and  itself  their  illustrious 
-presentatives,  as  if  the  disturbed  counties 
^fe  so  many  gardens  of  Eden,  before  sin  and 
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^ncy  in  the  country,  Seneca  Newcome,  when 
^en  of  your  knowledge  dip  so  deeply  into  his 
eagns,"  said  Mr.  Littlepage,  sternly.  "  What 
as  my  nephew  ever  done  to  incite  you  to  come 
ito  his  house,  as  an  incendiary,  like  a  thief  in 
le  night?'' 

^'  Ask  me  no  questions,  Mr.  Littlepage/' 
irlily  replied  the  attorney,  "  for  I  shall  answer 
one." 

"  And  this  miserable  misguided  creature  who 
u  been  your  companion.  The  last  we  saw  of 
lese  two  men,  Hugh,  they  were  quarrelling  in 
le  highway,  like  cat  and  dog,  and  there  are 
gns  about  their  faces  that  the  interview  be- 
ime  still  more  hostile  than  it  had  been,  after 
e  left  them." 

"  And  here  we  find  them  together,  com^ 
anions  in  an  enterprise  of  life  and  death  I" 

"It  is  ever  thus  with  rogues.  They  will 
ush  their  quarrels  to  extremities,  and  make 
hem  up  in  an  hour,  when  the  demon  of  rapine 
oints  to  an  object  for  common  plunder.  You 
ee  the  same  spirit  in  politics,  ay,  and  even  in 
eligion.  Men  that  have  lived  in  hostility,  for 
*lf  their  lives,  contending  for  selfish  objects, 
nil  suddenly  combine  their  powers  to  attain  a 
<^Qunon  end,  and  work  together  like  the  most 
E  3 
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^t  persuaded  would  ever  fetch  up  the  breed 
its  evil  courses.  Wearied  with  all  that  had 
fised,  I  now  went  to  bed,  and  slept  soundly 
r  the  succeeding  seven  hours.  As  the  house 
ifi  kept  quiet  by  orders,  everybody  repaired 
5  lost  time,  the  Nest  being  as  quiet  as  in 
)8e  days  in  which  the  law  ruled  in  the 
mblic 
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is  that  embellished  the  shrubberies. 
>8e  of  the  sabbath  seemed  to  rest  on 
L  beast;  the  bees  and  hmnming-birds 
zed  about  the  flowers^  even  at  their 
irsuits  seemed  as  if  conscious  of  the 
of  the  day.  I  think  no  one  can  be  in- 
to the  diflFerence  there  is  between  a 
in  the  country  and  any  other  day  of 
:.  Most  of  this,  doubtless,  is  the  simple 
mce  of  abstaining  from  labour;  but, 
id  with  the  history  of  the  festival,  its 
Dservances,  and  the  holy  calm  that 
to  reign  around,  it  is  so  very  obvious 
ressive,  that  a  Sunday,  in  a  mild  day  in 
to  me  ever  a  delicious  resting-place, 
re  poetical  pause  in  the  bustling  and 
of  this  world's  time.  Such  a  day  was 
ch  succeeded  the  night  through  which 
just  passed,  and  it  came  most  oppor- 
to  soothe  the  spirits,  tranquiUize  the 
OLsions,  and  afford  a  moment  for  sober 
n. 

i  lay  the  smouldering  ruins  of  the  bam, 
le ;  a  blackened  monument  of  a  wicked 
»ut  the  mood  which  had  produced  this 
md  wrong  appeared  to  have  passed 
and,  in  all  other  respects,  far  and  near. 
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the  liands  of  demagogues,  solely  in 

secure  majorities  to  perpetuate  their 
aence.  Was,  then,  the  State  really  so 
as  to  lend  itself  to  projects  as  base  as 
)enly  maintained  by  the  anti-renters? 
m  it :  four  men  out  of  five,  if  not  a 
)roportion,  must  be,  and  indeed  are, 
of  the  ills  that  their  success  would  en- 
he  community,  and  would  lift  up  heart 
d  to-morrow  to  put  them  down  totally 
hout  pity ;  but  they  have  made  them- 
aves  of  the  lamp ;  have  enlisted  in  the 
'  party,  and  dare  not  oppose  their  leaders. 
Id  them  as  Napoleon  wielded  his  masses, 
ler  private  views,  apostrophizing  and 
;  an  homage  to  liberty  all  the  while  I 
the  history  of  man  I 

I  the  family  met  in  the  breakfast-room, 
ar  tranquillity  prevailed  among  us.     As 

grandmother,  I  knew  her  spirit  and 
perience,  and  was  not  so  much  surprised 

her  calm  and  reasonable;  but  these 
I  seemed  imparted  to  her  four  young 
ions  also.  Patt  could  laugh,  and  yield 
buoyant  spirits,  just  the   same   as  if 

had  occurred,  while  my  uncle's  other 
laintained  a  lady-like  quiet,  that  denoted 


anu  iimiu  oi  uie  lour.  jl  C4 
that  the  blushing,  retirii 
daughter  of  the  rector  co 
decided,  and  clear-headed  ] 
been  of  so  much  service  t< 
and  to  whose  coolness  and 
we  were  all  indebted  for  th< 
our  heads,  and  some  of  uS; 
our  lives. 

Notwithstanding  this  aii 
breakfast  was  a  silent  an 
Most  of  the  conversation 
uncle  and  grandmother^  a 
related  to  the  disposal  of  th< 
was  no  magistrate  within  s 
Nest,  but  those  who  were 
rentism;  and  to  carry  Sc 
panion  before  a  justice  of  th 
racter,  would  be,  in  effect, 
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brming  their  duties.  M7  uncle,  conse- 
Qtly,  adopted  the  following  plan.  He  had 
sed  the  two  incendiaries  to  be  transferred  to 
old  farm-house,  which  happened  to  contain 
jerfectly  dry  and  empty  cellar,  and  which 
I  much  of  the  security  of  a  dungeon,  without 
i  usual  defects  of  obscurity  and  dampness. 
e  red-men  had  assumed  the  office  of  sentinels, 
3  having  his  station  at  the  door,  while  an- 
ler  watched  near  a  window  which  admitted 
J  light,  while  it  was  scarcely  large  enough  to 
rmit  the  human  body  to  squeeze  through 
The  interpreter  had  received  instructions 
m  the  agent  to  respect  the  Christian  sabbath ; 
1  no  movement  being  contemplated  for  the 
y,  this  little  duty  just  suited  their  lounging, 
e  habits,  when  in  a  state  of  rest.  Food  and 
kter,  of  course,  had  not  been  forgotten ;  and 
ere  my  uncle  Ro  had  left  that  portion  of  the 
luness,  intending  to  have  the  delinquents  car- 
id  to  a  distant  magistrate,  one  of  the  judges 
the  county,  early  on  Monday  morning.  As 
r  the  disturbers  of  the  past  night,  no  signs  of 
em  were  any  longer  visible,  and  there  being 
tie  extensive  cover  near  the  Nest,  no  appre- 
Bnon  was  felt  of  any  surprise. 
We  were  still  at  breakfast,  when  the  tone  of 
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f  has  come,  we  have  had  a  respite  from 
»ance8  and  fears.  In  this  part  of  the 
jr,  the  people  are  too  religious  to  think  of 
iting  the  sabbath  by  violence  and  armed 
The  anti-renters  would  lose  more  than 
rould  gain  by  pursuing  a  different  course." 
d  little  or  no  diflSculty  in  believing  this, 
ig  no  unusual  thing,  among  us,  to  find 
ances   of  this    nature    clinging    to    the 

of  thousands,  long  after  the  devout 
;  which  had  first  instilled  it  into  the  race 
icome  extinct.  Something  very  like  it 
Is  in  other  countries,   and  among  even 

and  more  intellectual  classes,  where  it 
inusual  thing  to  find  the  most  profound 
rd  respect  manifested  towards  the  altar 
s  rites,  by  men  who  live  in  the  hourly 
t  of  the  first  and  plainest  commands  of 
M^Jogue.     We  are  not  alone,  therefore, 

Pharisaical  spirit,  which  exists,  in  some 
or  other,  wherever  man  himself  is  to  be 

;,  this  equivocal  piety  was  certainly 
»ted  to  a  striking  degree,  that  day,  at 
isnest.  The  very  men  who  were  almost 
»te  in  their  covetous  longings  appeared 
irch,  and  went  through  the  service  with 
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••Why  this  eamestnesa^  my  dear  Patt? 
ihere  has  the  hideous  thing  been  ever  since  the 
IniTch  was  built,  which  is  now  these  three* 
years,  and  no  harm  has  come  of  it,  as  I 


"  It  is  harm  to  be  so  ugly.  It  disfigures  the 
ftiiTch ;  and  then  I  do  not  think  distinctions  of 
fait  sort  are  proper  for  the  house  of  God.  I 
BOW  this  ever  has  been  my  grandmother's 
qpinion;  but  finding  her  father-in-law  and 
■nsband  desirous  of  such  an  ornament,  she  con- 
Mated  in  silence,  during  their  lives." 

**  What  do  you  say  to  all  this.  Miss  Warren?'' 
tasked,  turning  to  my  companion,  for  by  some 
bccret  influence  I  was  walking  at  her  side. 
*•  Are  you  *  up  canopy'  or  *  down  canopy'?" 
•  ***Down  canopy,*"  answered  Mary,  firmly. 
^I  am  of  Mrs.  Littlepagc's  opinion,  that 
Slkorches  ought  to  contain  as  little  ns  possible  to 
worldly  distinctions.  Such  distinctions 
inseparable  from  life,  I  know ;  but  it  is  to 
|vepare  for  death  that  we  enter  such  buil^gs." 

**  And  your  father.  Miss  Warren — ^have  you 
erer  heard  him  speak  of  my  unfortunate  pew  ?" 
'  Mary  hesitated  an  instant,  changed  colour, 
than  looked  up  into  my  face  with  a  coimtenance 
D   ingenuous  and  lovely,  that  I  would  have 
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f_ipvcn  her  even  a  Kvere  comment  cm  m 
act  of  folly  of  my  own, 

"  Jly  father  U  an  advocate  for  doing  in 
wkh  pew*  altogether^  &he  a^dwered,  "ttl 
CO'AT^:.  can  have  D^  particuhip  wUh  to  pm 
jLvjr&.  He  tells  me,  that  in  the  chnnbi 
the  Bomanistjfi,  the  coDgregatioa  eit,  Ptni 
ks-reL  jir^^miscuGUrly  before  the  altir,  or  en 
ir:'jiid  The  pulpit^  whhoyt  any  di^tmetiotf 
nai  c*r  person?.  Surely,  that  it  bett<r  i 
hfjiZiT^^  iiita  the  very  temple  the  moft| 
:iC  vf  aU  worldly  classifications,  thatcfi 
niL*aey.* 

"li  .>  beticr-  Miss  Warren;  and  I  ii 
nizh  all  my  hcan.  the  custom  could  be  whf 
here-  But  the  chun^h  that  might  best  diqa 
wEihihc-  ?uppc>n  obtained  fn>m  pewB,aiidvU 
ry  :t^  ^i^e  and  architecture,  U  best  fitted  U^l 
iLr  cxi^siple  C'f  a  new  mode,  haa  ffme  oB  iit 
;ji  T^ay.  I  tmdemaDd,.  and  has  ita  pewi  iS* 
af  3Lsoiher>" 

"I\»  we   gel  our    CDstom   fitxn  E|gl* 
H^^l-^  JemaDded  Martha, 

-  _A>.-ureily ;  as  we  do  most  otliei«igooitl 
lal  iuiiJerenr,  The  property-notioii  woiU' 
T^rr  likely  to  prevail  in  a  coantiylikefifM 
i:ai  :})enii  if  not  abfidutelj  true  that  ef«7W 
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mta  in  common,  even  In  the  churches  of  the 
dcmtinent  of  the  old  world.  The  Seigneur, 
tnder  the  old  regime,  in  France,  had  his  pew, 
imallj ;  and  high  dignitaries  of  the  State  in  no 
Mmtiy  are  found  mingling  with  the  mass  of 
Ihmhippers,  unless  it  be  in  good  company.  It 
•  tme,  a  duchesse  will  kneel  in  the  crowd,  in 
■oat  Romish  churches,  in  the  towns,  for  there 
m  too  manj  such  persons  to  accommodate  all 
nidi  privileged  seats,  and  such  honours  are 
Rierved  for  the  very  great ;  but,  in  tlie  country, 
kkre  are  commonly  pews,  in  by-places,  for  the 
great  personages  of  the  neighbourhood.  We 
■n  not  quite  so  bad  as  we  fancy  ourselves,  iu 
tfiis  particular,  though  we  might  be  better." 

♦*But,  yon  will  allow  that  a  canopied  pew  is 
VDSoited  to  this  country,  brother ?' 

**Not  more  to  this,  than  to  any  other.     I 

agree  that  it  is  unsuited  to  all  places  of  worship, 

^vhere  the  petty  differencea  between  men,  which 

•re  created  by  their  own  usages,  should  sink 

isto  insignificance,  in  the  direct  presence,  as  it 

«ught  be,  of  the  power  of  God.     But,  in  this 

•onntry,  I  find  a  spirit  rising,  which  some  per- 

BQQ8  would  call  the  'spirit  of  the  Institutions,' 

tiiit  18  for  ever  denying  men  rewards,   and 

knours,  and  credit  exactly  in  the  degree  iiv 


^Mnr^ 
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eat  it  may  come  down  greatly^  this  present 
k.  Keally,  you  can  have  no  notion,  Hugh, 
much  talk  it  has  made  of  late." 
I  do  not  doubt  it,  my  dear.  The  talk  is 
umed  at  the  leases ;  everything  that  can  be 
light  of,  being  dragged  into  the  account 
Lnst  us  poor  landlords,  in  order  to  render  our 
Be  unpopular,  and  thus  increase  the  chances 
robbing  us  with  impunity.  The  good  people 
Ikis  State  little  imagine  that  the  tery  evils  that 
enemies  of  the  institutions  hate  hng  predicted^ 
f  which  their  friends  have  as  warmly  repudiated^ 
now  actively  at  fcork  among  us,  and  that  the 
U  experiment  is  in  imminent  danger  offailing, 
he  tery  moment  the  people  are  loudly  exulting 
U  success.  Let  this  attempt  on  property  suc" 
ly  ever  so  indirectly,  and  it  well  be  followed 

BT  OTHERS,  WHICH  WILL  AS  INEVITABLY 
VE  US  INTO  DESPOTISM,  AS  A  REFUGE  AGAINST 
LBCHY,  AS  EFFECT  SUCCEEDS  TO  CAUSE.      The 

ger  exists,  now,  in  its  very  worst  form — that 
political  demagogueism — and  must  be  met, 
i  to  &ce,  and  put  down  manfully,  and  on 
^  principles,  or,  in  my  poor  judgment,  we  are 
e.  Cant  is  a  prevailing  vice  of  the  nation, 
"6  especially  political  and  religious  cant,  and 
t  can  never  be  appeased  by  concessions.  My 
ou  m.  7 


9S  rayensmest; 

cftcopv  i^all  stand,  so  long  as  anti^rentum  esito 
a:  Ravensnest,  or  be  torn  do¥ni  by  vxkxif»\ 
vhcn  men  return  to  their  senses,  and  begin  to 
see  the  just  distinctions  between  immi  and  Mh 
ibe  cv<^k  may  have  it  for  oven-wood,  any  dq"^ 
tbe  w«-kr 

As  ve  were  now  about  to  cross  the  stile  dMt 
.".cinunioared  with  the  highway,  directb  iv 
fr:^:  C'i  the  church,  the  conversation  ceifled,i0 
-.i=.s::::ed  lo  the  place  and  the  occasion.  Ike 
v>  TCTi^jation  of  St,  Andre w*s  was  snuDfisi* 
::s:iLl]y  :he  case  with  the  country  congnfiiiai^ 
ut'  ::s  sc:t,  which  are  commonly  r^ardedirilh 
i".>:r.:?:  Vv  the  descendants  of  the  Puiiti*i" 
jun-sTular.  and  not  unfrequently  with  fltnilf 
ftToixi.     The  rowdy  religion — haIf-cant,U^ 
:^i:  hemy — that  Cromwell  and  his  assodi* 
zr:Al'-.\i  on  sh>  many  Englishmen,  bnt  v^ 
iTi?  z::  without  a  degree  of  (erocioafl^  mrW 
r.  .:.  :.i  s::Kvrity  about  it,  after  all,  has  jsdA 
:<-cz  in&nsained  to  this  country,  withmflw' 
.*s  vrLr-:^    peculiarities    than    exist,  it  ^ 
rc^,>ia;  tiay,  in  any  other  part  of  the  ^f^ 
M.:,'h  V-:  the  narrow-^nindedneas  romiiis;  M 
.;.r.^jif':-Liy.  when  liberality  does  bc|ginto^ 
ni<-l:'  :a  those  ^ects,  it  is  apt  to  takathsv^ 
^::rr  iV   LitituJinarianiain.     Li  a  woii  ^ 
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itiona  and  fidse  principles  that  were  so 
among  the  religious  fanatics  of  the 
Q  colonies  in  the  seventeenth  century, 
xned  witches,  hanged  Quakers,  and  de- 
all  but  the  elect  few,  are  now  running 
ural  race,  with  the  goal  of  infidelity  in 
N  before  them.  Thus  will  it  be,  also, 
abuses  of  political  liberty,  which  must 
inly  terminate  in  despotism,  unless 
in  season ;  such  being,  not  the  "  spirit 
stitutions,"  but  the  tendency  of  human 
8  connected  with  everything  in  which 
is  abandoned  to  stistain  the  wrong, 
''arren,  I  found,  was  a  popular  preacher, 
banding  the  disfavour  with  which  his 
generally  regarded.  A  prejudiced  and 
l1  people  was  naturally  disposed  to  look 
thing  that  differed  from  their  own 
and  habits  with  dislike ;  and  the  simple 
incc  that  he  belonged  to  a  church  that 
I  bishops,  was  of  itself  tortured  into  a 
it  his  sect  favoured  aristocracy  and  pri- 
classes.  It  is  true  that  nearly  every 
et  in  the  country  had  orders  in  the 
under  the  names  of  ministers,  elders, 
ons,  and  was  just  as  liable  to  the  same 
;  but  then  they  did  not  possess  bishapsy 
f2 


manded  the  respect  of  a 
strange  a^  it  may  seem,  n 
of  all  the  clergy  in  that  i 
dared  to  rebuke  the  spirit 
was  abroad,  and  which  it 
some  among  us  to  style  the 
tutions;"  a  duty  he  had  dis 
one  occasion,  with  great  c 
though  temperately  and  uc 
of  a  profound  feeling  of  CI 
conscientious  course  had  g 
and  anonymous  letters,  the 
mean  and  cowardly;  but 
the  weight  of  his  charact 
secret  deference  of  many 
have  entertained  a  difiereni 
had  it  been  in  their  power 
My  grandmother  and 
seated  in  the  canopied  pew 
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^oel^  and  took  their  customary  places.  I 
ftDowed,  and  for  the  first  time  in  my  life  was 
teited  beneath  the  offensive  canopy^  vested 
irith  all  the  rights  of  ownership.  By  the  term 
*  canopy,"  however,  the  reader  is  not  to  imagine 
aaythinglike  festooned  drapery — crimson  colours 
iiid  gilded  laces;  our  ambition  had  never  soared 
10  higL  The  amount  of  the  distinction  between 
tbifl  pew  and  any  other  in  the  church  was 
amply  this:  it  was  larger  and  more  convenient 
than  those  around  it,  an/ advantage  which  any 
other  might  have  equally  enjoyed  who  saw  fit 
to  pay  for  it,  as  had  been  the  case  with  us,  and 
it  was  canopied  with  a  heavy,  clumsy,  ill-shaped 
nrt  of  a  roof,  that  was  a  perfect  caricature  of 
4e  celebrated  hcddachino  of  St.  Peter's,  in 
Borne.  The  first  of  these  advantages  probably 
excited  no  particular  envy,  for  it  came  within 
the  common  rule  of  the  country,  of  **play  and 
p^y;"  but  as  for  the  canopy,  that  was  aristo- 
Qatic,  and  was  not  to  be  tolerated.  Like  the 
hMehold  tenure,  it  was  opposed  to  the  "  spirit 
of  the  Institutions.^  It  is  true,  it  did  no  real 
Wm,  as  an  existing  thing ;  it  is  true,  it  had  a 
ootain  use,  as  a  memorial  of  past  opinions  and 
Cttitoms ;  it  is  true,  it  was  property,  and  could 
W  be  touched  without  interfering  with  its 


SATKS^?(E3T  I 


it  m  tz»0,  tkit  every  pewon  wk  aif 
Ml  AflR  fTfts  nothing,  After  A^ 
r  in  such  ft  pcw*a  bclfuipiil* 
of  all,  it  waatmctlil 
Id  ttl  ta  h  iieT^r  faoci«cl  for  a  mcmieai 
■Hfe  Am  ftitr  bettor  or  auj  wor0e  tltfi 
tdFthig  ftlirt«r--<a^a*ure^    Ther^itirtli 
A avKl  U>  the  feudal  disimcler  of* 
ibe  niftst  offensive  objeei  tken  «X' 
It  niAy  be  qiicstJoDei  if 
iwevpi^  tW  pUee  tbatf  Bccori- 
ycijvinckl    ortliodaxT,  m  weatfaerocck 
aksnU  )mt^  ailpr^cd*  or  Mr.  IFarreii'd  »iJiplio^ 

I  raMil  mj  bettd,  after  the  pfi^M 
lilttch  mre  customary  wiih  m  "sm^ 
oa  Mirteriflg  m  place  of  woi^i^  la^ 
Inet,  libiiitil  that  di0  bdhSsgW 
^taoTVciowtflg.  Ai 
totd  me  t^t  ucM'tT  «Tt^  e^ 
om  mjmtW.  At  first,  the  miiopy  Ifflfinf  •*• 
iippeniM^  m>  h^teW  in  mr  imitd»  I  tutatA  tw 
thx.^  look^  wcf^  Jifvct^  At  t^  ;  bffit  I  iC 
brcftiiEir  itttisfieJ  thftC  I,  ill  my  own  anvordi; 
person^  wm^  their  object,  I  &hall  out  iWf  » 
rckte  tac^t  of  tlie  klle  iml  silly  f«pof1#  tlttt 
Itatl  got  ftbrawlt  in  ooanexioii  wick  tlie 


A»%i 
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i^d  reason  of  my  disguised  appearance  in  the 
Unlet,  the  preceding  day,  or  in  connexion 
ith  anything  else,  though  one  of  those  reports 
BB  so  very  characteristic,  and  so  entirely  pecu- 
\T  to  the  subject  in  hand,  that  I  cannot  omit 
That  report  was  simply  a  rumour  that  I 
id  caused  one  of  my  own  barns  to  be  set  on 
■e,  the  second  night  of  my  arrival,  in  order 
throw  the  odium  of  the  act  on  those  "  virtu- 
18  and  hard-working  husbandmen,"  who  only 
aintuned  an  illegal  and  armed  body  on  foot, 
ist  to  bully  and  worry  me  out  of  my  property, 
'es,  there  I  sat ;  altogether  unconscious  of  the 
onour  done  me ;  regarded  by  quite  half  that 
ongr^ation  as  the  respected  and  just-minded 
'OQth,  who  had  devised  and  carried  out  prc- 
aady  such  a  rascally  scheme.  Now,  no  <me 
irho  has  not  had  the  opportunity  to  compare, 
sm  form  any  idea  how  much  more  potent  and 
bnmdable  is  the  American  "  folks  say,**  than 
Mfi  vulgar  reports  of  any  other  state  of  society. 
Ike  French  on  dit  is  a  poor,  pitiful  report, 
placed  by  the  side  of  this  vast  lever,  which, 
^  that  of  Archimedes,  only  wants  a  stand 
5»  its  fulcrum,  to  move  the  world.  The  Ame- 
isan  «  folks  say"  has  a  certain  omnipotence,  so 
^  as  it  lasts,  which  arises  from,  not  the 


tbttreallTb 

it.      Few  d 
questiM  its 
>tiiltt«rc 


I  ^wj-  an 

thtiem,  Una  1 

fiwqnenfly,  u 
wiat  }ma  bee 
an  sobmit  to 
ioskg  as  «£dk 
exoeptioD  to  ti 
is  in  ^ 
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dozen,  no  two  of  which  are  ever  precisely 

re  I  sat,  as  I  afterwards  learned,  ^Hhe 
;d  of  all  observers,"  merely  because  it 
iie  purposes  of  those  who  wished  to  get 
ly  estate  to  raise  various  reports  to  my 
ce, — ^not  one  of  which,  X  am  happy  to 
in  my  power  to  say,  was  in  any  manner 
The  first  good  look  that  I  took  at  the 
^tion  satisfied  me  that  very  much  the 
)art  of  it  consisted  of  those  who  did  not 
to  St  Andrew's  Church.  Curiosity,  or 
orse  feeling,  had  trebled  the  number  of 
irren's  hearers  that  day, — or,  it  might  be 
)rrect  to  say,  of  my  observers, 
e  was  no  other  interruption  to  the  ser- 
ban  that  which  was  produced  by  the 
dness  of  so  many  who  were  strangers  to 
aL  The  habitual  respect  paid  to  religious 
pt  every  one  in  order ;  and,  in  the  midst 
ling  that  was  as  malignant  and  selfish  as 
ild  exist  under  circumstances  of  so  little 
tion,  I  was  safe  from  violence,  and  even 
suit.  As  for  myself,  little  was  or  could 
wn  of  my  character  and  propensities  at 
nest  School,  college,  and  travelling, 
Dter  residences  in  town,  had  made  me  a 
F  3 
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^^  mj  uncle  Bo^  in  one  sense,  unpopular 
til  the  mass,  which  has  been  taught  to  believe, 

means  of  interested  and  fulsome  eulogies  on 
^  own  state  of  society,  that  it  implies  some- 
og  more  than  a  want  of  taste,  almost  a  want 
principle,  to  prefer  any  other.  This  want  of 
molarity,  however,  was  a  good  deal  relieved 
a  ¥ride  and  deep  conviction  of  my  uncle'9 
bity,  as  well  as  of  his  liberality,  his  purse 
ing  no  more  string  to  it  than  General  Har- 
m's door  was  thought  to  liave  of  a  latch.  But 

ease  was  very  different  with  my  grand- 
ther.  The  early  part  of  her  life  had  been 
nt  at  the  Nest,  and  it  was  impossible  so 
iellent  a  woman  could  be  anything  but  res- 
ited.  She  had,  in  truth,  been  a  sore  impedi- 
at  with  the  anti-renters ;  more  especially  in 
rying  out  that  part  of  their  schemes  which  is 
iuected  with  traduction,  and  its  legitimate 
ipring,  prejudice.  It  would  hardly  do  to  tra- 
!e  this  noble-minded,  charitable,  spirited,  and 
t  woman ;  yet,  hazardous  as  the  experiment 
8t  and  did  seem,  it  was  attempted,  and  not 
)gether  without  success.  She  was  accused  of 
aristocratic  preference  of  her  own  family  to 
families  of  other  people.  Fatt  and  I,  it  was 
led,  were  only  her  grand-children,  and  had 
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Pke  reader  who  is  not  acqufdnted  with  the 
irior  of  .our  social  habits,  must  not  suppose 
1 1  am  colouring  for  effect.  So  far  from  this, 
a  quite  conscious  of  having  kept  the  tone  of 
picture  down,  it  being  an  undeniable  truth 
nothing  of  much  interest,  now-a-days,  is 
to  the  simple  decision  of  principles  and  laws, 
lis  part  of  the  country,  at  least.  The  su- 
lacy  of  numbers  is  so  great,  that  scarce 
ivate  suit  of  magnitude  is  committed  to  a 
without  attempts,  more  or  less  direct,  to 
encc  the  common  mind  in  favour  of  one  side 
le  other,  in  the  hope  that  the  jurors  will  be 
ced  to  think  as  the  majority  thinks.  In 
ape,  it  is  known  that  judges  were,  nay,  are^ 
ed  and  solicited  by  the  parties ;  but,  here, 
the  public  that  must  be  treated  in  the  same 
.  I  am  far  from  wishing  to  blazon  the  de* 
\  of  my  own  country,  and  I  know  from 
Tvation,  that  corresponding  evils,  differing 
'  in  their  exterior  aspects,  and  in  their  mode 
cting,  exist  elsewhere;  but  these  are  the 
18  in  which  some  of  our  defects  present 
nselves,  and  he  is  neither  a  friend  to  his 
Qtry,  nor  an  honest  man,  who  wishes  them 
«  bundled  up  and  cloaked,  instead  of  being 
Med,    understood,    and    corrected.      This 
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^  Stopped  to  say  a  word  to  Mr.  Warren,  in 
^  ve8try-room,  after  the  people  were  dismissed, 
^  iie  had  not  passed  the  night  with  us  at  the 
est,  though  his  daughter  had.  After  we  had 
id  a  word  about  the  occurrence  of  the  morn- 
^  the  good  rector  haying  heard  a  rumour  of 
5  arrest  of  certain  incendiaries,  without  know- 
l  who  they  were,  I  made  a  more  general 
oark  or  two  previously  to  quitting  the  place. 
^  Your  congregation  was  unusually  large  this 
tming,  sir,'^  I  said,  smiling,  "  though  not  alto- 
ther  as  attentive  as  it  might  have  beon." 
"  I  owe  it  to  your  return,  Mr.  Littlepage, 
led  by  the  events  of  the  past  day  or  two.  At 
e  moment  I  was  afraid  that  some  secret  project 
18  on  foot,  and  that  the  day  and  place  might 

desecrated  by  some  scene  of  disgraceful  vio- 
ttce.  All  has  gone  off  well  in  that  respect, 
»wevcr,  and  I  trust  that  no  harm  will  come 
*  this  crowd.  We  Americans  hate  a  respect 
r  sacred  things,  which  will  ordinarily  protect 
»e  temple." 

"Did  you,  then,  think  St.  Andrew's  ran  any 
«k to-day,  sir?" 

Mr.  Warren  coloured  a  little,  and  he  hesi- 
^  an  instant  before  he  answered. 

"You  doubtless  know,  young  sir,"  he  said. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

**  There  is  a  pure  repablic, — wild,  yet  &troiig,— 
A  '  fierce  democracie/  where  all  are  true 
To  what  themselyes  have  voted, — ^right  or  wrong,— 

And  to  their  laws  denominated  blue; 
(If  red,  they  might  to  Draco's  code  belong.)'* 

Hallbck. 

Such  was  my  haste  in  quitting  the  church, 
it  I  did  not  t\im  to  the  right  or  the  left.  I 
w  the  light,  but  well-rounded  form  of  Mary 
arren  loitering  along  with  the  rest  of  the 
rty,  seemingly  in  waiting  for  me  to  join  them ; 
d  crossing  the  road,  I  sprang  upon  the  stile, 
d  thence  to  the  ground,  coming  up  with  the 
rls  at  the  next  instant. 

**  What  is  the  meaning  of  the  crowd,  Hugh  ?" 
ked  my  sister,  pointing  down  the  road  with 
£  stick  of  her  parasol,  as  she  put  the  question. 
**  Crowd  1  I  have  seen  no  crowd.  Everybody 
d  left  the  church  before  I  quitted  it,  and  all 


lU 


bayeksnest; 


has  gone  off  peaceably.  Ha !  sure  enonghidiil 
does  look  like  a  crowd  yonder  in  ike  U^bnj. 
It  seems  an  organized  meeting,  by  Geoip 
Yes,  there  is  the  chairman,  seated  on  the  ujfc 
rail  of  the  fence,  and  the  fellow  with  a  bit  ( 
paper  in  his  hand  is  doubtlesB  the  secietir 
Very  American,  and  r^ular,  all  that!  Sol 
vile  project  is  hatching.  111  answer  far  it*  mid 
the  aspect  of  an  expression  of  pnblie  opimi 
See,  there  is  a  chap  speakings  and  gesticuUi 


We  all  stopped,  for  a  moment,  and  8t« 
looking  at  the  crowd,  which  really  had  ill  1 
signs  of  a  public  meeting  about  it.  lAen 
had  been,  the  ^Is  told  me,  ever  nnce  tli^l 
quitted  the  church,  and  seemingly 
much  as  it  was  at  that  moment.  The  i 
was  curious,  and  the  day  bdng  fine,  whDe  ti 
did  not  press,  we  lingered  in  the  fiddi^  oe 
sionally  stopping  to  look  behind  VB,  and  m 
what  was  going  on  in  the  highway. 

In  this  manner,  we  might  have  waDcod  1 
the  distance  to  the  Nest,  when,  on  tnnnig 
take  another  look,  we  perceiYed  thuft  Aecn 
liad  dispersed;  some  driving  off  in  Ae  0^ 
recurring  one-horse  waggon,  some  on  1 
and  others  on  foot     Three  ] 
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^Udng  fast  in  our  direction,  as  if  desirous  of 
^Crtaldng  us.  They  had  akeady  crossed  the 
Ic,  and  were  on  the  path  in  the  field,  a  route 
•ely  or  never  taken  by  any  but  those  who 
dred  to  come  to  the  house.  Undtr  the  cir- 
DStances,  I  determined  at  once  to  stop  and 
it  for  them.  First  feeling  in  my  pocket,  and 
king  sure  of  the  **  revolver,"  which  is  getting 
be  an  important  weapon,  now  that  private 
ties  are  fought  not  only  "  yard-arm  and  yard- 
1,'^  but  by  regular  "broadsides,"  starboard 
1  larboard,  I  intimated  my  intention  to  the 
Is. 

*  As  these  men  are  evidently  coming  in  quest 
me,"  I  remarked,  "  it  may  be  as  well,  ladies, 
you  to  continue  your  walk  towards  home, 
ile  I  wait  for  them  on  this  stile." 
^*  Very  true,"  answered  Patt     "  They  can 
ve  little  to  say  that  we  shall  wish  to  hear,  and 
u  will  soon  overtake  us.     Remember,  we  dine 
two  on  Sundays,  Hugh ;  the  evening  service 
mmencing  at  four,  in  this  month." 
"  No,  no,"  said  Mary  Warren,  hurriedly,  "  we 
i^t  not,  cannoty  quit  Mr.  Littlepage.     These 
«&  may  do  him  some  harm." 
I  was  delighted  with  this  simple,  natural 
«mfe8tation  of  interest,  as  well  as  with  th« 


4 

4 
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I  Patt  and  myself  were  strack  with  the 
P^ce  and  sagacity  of  this  suggestion ;  and 
we  former  now  came  quite  near  to  the  stile,  on 
^ch  I  was  still  standing,  with  an  air  as  steady 
od  resolute  as  that  of  Mary  Warren  herself, 
art  then  the  three  men  approached.  Two 
them  I  knew  by  name,  though  scarcely  in 
rson,  while  the  third  was  a  total  stranger, 
le  two  of  whom  I  had  some  knowledge,  were 
med  Bunce  and  Mowatt,  and  were  both 
lants  of  my  own  ;  and,  as  I  have  since 
umed,  warm  anti-renters.  The  stranger  was 
trayelling  demagogue,  who  had  been  at  the 
ittom  of  the  whole  affair  connected  with  the 
te  meeting,  and  who  had  made  his  two  com- 
uiions  his  tools.  The  three  came  up  to  the 
ile,  with  an  air  df  great  importance,  nor  could 
le  dignity  of  their  demeanour  have  been 
reater  had  they  been  ambassadors  extraordinary 
fom  the  Emperor  of  China. 

"  Mr.  Littlepage,"  commenced  IVIr.  Bunce, 
nth  a  particularly  important  physiognomy, 
'there  has  been  a  meeting  of  the  public,  this 
iKiming,  at  which  these  resolutions  was  passed. 
''^e  have  been  appointed  a  committee  to  deliver 
^  copy  of  them  to  you,  and  our  duty  is  now 
Performed,  by  handing  you  this  paper." 


"  That  might  depend  on 
character  of  the  resolutions  i 
freedom  of  the  country  it  i; 
gives  one  man  the  same  rij 
nothing  about  your  resoluti 
to  pass  them." 

"  But  you  have  not  lookec 
sir;  and  until  you  do,  you 
you  may  like  them." 

"  That  is  very  true ;  bul 
their  bearers,  have  seen  th< 
not  quite  like  the  assumptic 
says  any  body  of  men  can  8< 
whether  I  like  to  receive  the 

This  declaration  seemed 
mittee  aghast  I     The  idea  tl 
hesitate  to  submit  himself  to 
a  Aundredf  was  so  new  an 
those  who  deem  majorities  a 
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^  obvious  disposition  to  resent  the  insult ; 
^  ^^e  reflection,  which  probably  told  them 
^  8ach  a  course  might  not  prove  so  well,  the 
^e  terminating  in  a  more  philosophical  de- 
signation of  getting  along  easily. 
^Am  I  to  understand,  Mr.  Littlepage,  that 
refuse  to  accept  the  resolutions  of  a  public 
ting?" 

Yes;  of  half-a-dozen  public  meetings  put 
ther,  if  those  resolutions  arc  offensive,  or  are 
ed  offensively." 

B  in  general,  as  to  fonn  a  distinctiTe  trait  in  the  national 
i^r.  It  is  doing  an  infinity  of  mischief,  by  being  mls- 
for  the  governing  principle  of  the  institutions,  when  in 
.  is  merely  a  necessary  expedient  to  decide  certain  queft* 
which  must  be  decided  by  somebody,  and  in  some  mode 
ler.  Kept  in  its  proper  sphere,  the  use  "of  minorities  is 
e  inth  justice,  so  far  as  justice  can  bo  exercised  among 

abused,  it  opens  the  highway  to  the  most  intolerable 
ay.  As  a  matter  of  course,  the  errors  connected  with 
abject  vary  through  all  th^  gradations  of  intellect  and 
mess.  The  following  anecdote  will  giro  the  reader  some 
Q  how  the  feeling  impressed  a  stranger  shortly  after  his 
il  in  this  country. 

fear  or  two  since,  the  writer  had  in  his  service  an  Irish- 
who  had  been  only  two  years  in  the  country.  It  was  a 
ofthis  man's  duty  to  look  after  the  welfare  of  certain  pigs, 
lich  one  occupied  the  position  of  a  "  runt."  "  Has  your 
or  looked  at  the  pigs  lately  V  said  the  honest  fellow,  one 

"  Ko,  not  lately,  Pat;  is  there  any  changeT  "  That  is 
^  indeed,  sir,  and  a  great  change.  The  little  fellow  is 
ng  the  majority  of  the  rest,  and  will  make  the  be^t  hog 
aalll^—EniTOB. 


^   ^" 
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**I  authorize  you  to  tell  the  people  of 
ftvensnest  nothmg^  as  coming  from  me, 
r  I  do  not  know  that  the  people  of  Bavens- 
i8t  have  employed  you.  If  you  will  ask 
e,  respectfully,  as  if  you  were  soliciting  a 
vour  instead  of  demanding  a  right,  to  read  the 
ntents  of  the  paper  you  hold  in  your  hand,  I 
ay  be  willing  to  comply.  What  I  object  to, 
ahandfiil  of  men's  getting  together,  setting 
lemselves  up  as  the  people,  pretending  to 
ithority  in  that  capacity,  and  claiming  a  right 
^  force  their  notions  on  other  folks.** 
The  three  committee-men  now  drew  back  a 
w  paces,  and  consulted  together  apart,  for  two 
:  three  minutes.  While  they  were  thus  em- 
«yed,  I  heard  the  sweet  gentle  voice  of  Mary 
barren  say  at  my  elbow — "  Take  their  resolu- 
OM,  Mr.  Littlepage,  and  get  rid  of  them.  I 
u«  Bay  they  are  very  silly,  but  you  will  get 
d  of  them  all  the  sooner,  by  receiving  the 
^fer."  This  was  woman's  advice,  which  is  a 
We  apt  to  err  on  the  side  of  concession,  when 
if  apprehensions  are  aroused;  but  I  was 
ared  the  pain  of  not  complying  with  it  by  the 
tered  tone  of  the  trio,  who  now  came  up  to 
e  stile  again,  having  apparently  come  to  a 
lal  decisiQn  i^  the  premises^ 


IM 
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*Mr-  Htigli  Koger  Llttlepage*  j^mor*  M 
9imce  in  aa  solemn  voice,  and  in  a  luanMr  la 
predfe  ^  il'  ke  were  making  some  legal  tender 
thftt  wi^  of  the  IskSt  iiijportaiie4e»  nod  wlucb 
r^oired  stt  pbrmseSf  "  I  now  a^tk  you,  m  i 
Qocet  respectfol  maimer^  if  you  wiU  coneeiit  tP 
p?ceiT^  tUd  pvfier*  It  oontaiiie  certalii  tmAit' 
laotti^  jmmi  with  great  unanimity  by  the  pc'^iplc 
nf  Bvrcnattl,  mud  which  may  be  fauihl  ti> 
ftSect  you.  I  am  directed  respectfully  ta  iJk 
Txiu,  if  you  will  accept  thii  copy  of  the  miA 
nesg^^^lutioDs," 

I  cut  the  reet  of  ihs  speech  short  by  reoctfiflg 
the  pn>{K^^  paper,  and  I  thought  all  iiswt  4 
the  worthy  ambaasadors  looked  disappotiittd  i^ 
my  haTiBg  done  so.  Thi«  gave  a  new  tiini  to 
my  ideas>  and  had  they  now  demandi;d  tbeir 
i^solntioQd  back  again^  they  should  Dot  hsf^ 
had  them,  oo  long  as  the  rerolvera  wiM  i^ 
their  duty.  Far  a  moment,  I  do  belkre  Boaet 
wa^  for  trying  the  experiment*  He  sodhii 
co^pajiions  would  have  been  delighted  to  bill 
it  in  their  power  to  run  up  and  doi 
counttT  crying  out  that  the 
young  Littlepoge»  held  the  people  in  coni 
«nd  bad  reftiaad  even  to  accept  the  rest^ulicuii 
they  had  deigned,   in  their  m^estyi   ta  ft^ 
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Ab  it  was,  however,  I  had  suffici&tly  rebuked 
tke  presumption  of  these  pretenders  to  liberty, 
avoided  all  the  consequences  of  their  clamour 
in  that  behalf,  and  had  an  opportunity  to  gratify 
a  curiosity  to  know  what  the  leaders  of  the 
meeting  had  been  about,  and  to  read  their 
resolutions.  I  say,  the  leaders  of  the  meeting, 
fitfitis  very  certain  the  meetings  themselves, 
on  all  such  occasions,  have  no  more  to  do  with 
the  forming,  or  entertaining  the  opinions  that 
tie  thus  expressed,  than  if  they  had  been  in 
Kamtschatka,  the  whole  time.  Folding  the 
piyer,  therefore,  and  putting  it  in  my  pocket,  I 
bowed  to  the  committee,  saying,  as  I  descended 
the  atile  on  the  other  side  of  the  fence — 

"It  is  well,  gentlemen;  if  the  resolutions 
require  any  notice,  theyll  be  sure  to  receive  it 
IHiblic  meetings  held  of  a  Sunday  arc  so  unusual 
in  this  part  of  the  world,  that  this  may  have 
^rest  with  that  small  portion  of  the  State 
^luch  does  not  dwell  at  Bavensnest." 

I  thought  the  committee  was  a  little  abashed ; 
bnt  the  stranger,  or  the  travelling  demagogue, 
^^ht  at  my  words,  and  answered  as  I  walked 
•^»y,incompany  with  Pattand  Mary  Warren — 

''  The  better  day,  the  better  deed.       The 

'g2 
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id  and  approved,  and  to  go  forth  as  public 
ithnent." 

*'  If  it  were  only  honestly  approved  by  even 
)8e  who  heard  it  read,  it  would  be  another  mat- 
•;  but  two-thirds  of  every  meeting  are  nothing 
t  dough-faces,  that  are  moulded  to  look  which- 
5r  way  the  skilful  manager  may  choose.  But 
us  see  what  these  notable  resolutions  are ;  we 
ty  like  them,  possibly,  after  having  read  them." 
"  It  is  so  extraordinary  to  have  a  public 
Jeting  of  a  Sunday  in  this  part  of  the  world  I" 
cliumed  Mary  Warren. 

I  now  set  about  reading  the  contents  of  the 
per,  which,  at  a  glance,  I  saw  had  been  very 
reftdly  prepared  for  publication,  and  no  doubt 
)uld  soon  figure  in  some  of  the  journals. 
>itQnately,  this  business  has  been  so  much 
erdone,  and  so  many  meetings  are  held  that 
Qj  contradict  each  other,  though  all  repre- 
^t  public  sentiment,  fire  is  made  so  effectually 
fight  fire,  that  the  whole  procedure  is  falling 
0  contempt,  and  the  public  is  actually  losing 

great  advantage  which,  \mder  a  more  tem- 
Hte  use  of  its  power,  it  might  possess,  by 
■dng  known  from  time  to  time,  as  serious 
^eions  offered,  its  true  opinions  and  wishes. 

things  actually  are,  every  man  of  intelligence 
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is  fully  aware  that  simulated  pnblicopimon&aR 
much  the  most  noisy  and  active  in  the  country, 
and  he  regards  nothing  of  the  sort  of  wMcli  k 
hears  or  reads,  unless  he  happen  to  know  some- 
thing of  the  authority.  It  is  the  same  with 
the  newspaper  press  generally;  into  such  deep 
discredit  has  it  fallen,  that  not  only  is  its  povei 
to  do  evil  much  curtailed,  but  it  has  nearly  loe^ 
all  power  to  do  good;  for,  by  indulging  in  licen 
tiousncss,  and  nmning  into  the  habit  of  cryinj 
"  wolf,'*  nobody  is  disposed  to  believe,  were  tb 
beast  actually  committing  its  ravages  in  tk 
flocks  of  the  nation.  There  are  but  two  way 
for  a  man  to  regain  a  position  from  which  b 
has  departed ;  the  one  is  by  manfully  retndn| 
his  steps,  and  the  other  is  by  making  a  riictn 
so  complete,  that  all  who  choose  to  watch  lun 
may  see  and  understand  all  sides  of  him,  i0 
estimate  him  accordingly.  The  last  is  likely  t< 
be  the  career  of  demagogueism  and  the  pretf 
both  of  which  have  already  gone  so  far  as  * 
render  retreat  next  to  Impossible,  and  who  ^ 
only  regain  any  portion  of  public  oonltoe 
by  being  satisfied  with  completing  thar  droD' 
and  falling  in  the  rear  of  the  nation^  content  t 
follow  those  whom  it  has  been  their  cia^ 
ambition  to  lead. 
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*'  At  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  BayensDest," 

b^an  to  read  aloud,  "  spontaneously  convened, 
^one  22d,  1845,  in  the  public  highway,  after 
ittendingdivineservice  in  the  Episcopal  meeting- 
Kmse,  acconUng  to  the  forms  of  the  established 
leoomination  of  England,  on  the  church  and 
tate  system,  Onesiphorus  Hayden,  Esquire, 
m  called  to  the  chair,  and  Pulaski  Todd, 
ileqiure,  was  appointed  Secretary.  After  a 
ominous  and  eloquent  exposition  of  the  objects 
f  the  meeting,  and  some  most  pungent  stric- 
ores  on  aristocracy  and  the  rights  of  man, 
rom  Demosthenes  Hewlett  and  John  Smith, 
Quires,  the  following  expression  of  public 
catiment  was  sustained  by  an  undivided  una- 
inity: — ^Resolved,  that  a  temperate  expression 
^puUic  opinion  is  useful  to  the  rights  of  free- 
men, and  is  one  of  the  most  precious  privil^es 
^f  freedom,  as  the  last  has  been  transmitted  to 
^  in  %  free  country  by  our  ancestors,  who 
^^Qght  and  bled  for  free  and  equal  institutions 
*^  free  and  equal  grounds. 

**  Resolved,  That  we  prize  this  privilege,  and 
'^  ever  watch  over  its  exercise  with  vigilance, 
^  price  of  liberty. 

^  Resolved,  That,  as  all  men  are  equal  in  the 
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)imnenclation  of  certain  sects,  that  their 
mas  and  chnrch-goyemment  are  more  in 
mouj  with  republicanism  than  certain  others, 
own  church  included." 
One  would  think,"  I  answered,  "  if  this 
brmity  be  a  recommendation,  that  it  would 
the  duty  of  men  to  make  their  institutions 
brm  to  the  church,  instead  of  the  church's 
brming  to  the  institutions." 
Yes ;  but  it  is  not  the  fashion  to  reason  in 
way,  now-a-days.  Prejudice  is  just  as 
h  appealed  to  in  matters  connected  with 
jion,  as  with  anything  else." 
Resolved,"  I  continued  to  read,  "  That  in 
ing  a  canopy  over  his  pew,  in  St.  Andrew's 
tmg-house,  Ravensnest,  Gen.  Cornelius 
tiepage  conformed  to  the  spirit  of  a  past 
.  rather  than  to  the  spirit  of  the  present 
iy  and  that  we  regard  its  continuance  there 
n  aristocratical  assumption  of  a  superiority 
i  is  opposed  to  the  character  of  the  govem- 
it,  offensive  to  liberty,  and  dangerous  as  an 
mple." 

Really,  that  is   too  bad  I "  exclaimed  Patt, 
ed    at     heart,     even    while    she    laughed 
the    outrageous    silliness   of   the    resolu- 
g3 
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Bimce,  Esq.,  John  Mowatt,  Esq.,  andHezekiah 
TtoHy  Esq.,  be  a  committee  to  see  that  this  act 
be  perfbnned. 

"  Whereupon  the  meeting  adjourned  sine  die. 
Qnesiphorus  Hayden,  chairman ;  Pulaski  Todd, 
eecretary.'' 

"  Whe-e-e-w ! "  I  whistled,  **  here's  gunpowder 
enough  for  another  Waterloo !" 

^What  means  that  last  resolution,  Mr.  Little- 
page  ?  "  asked  Mary  Warren,  anxiously.  "  That 
ibout  the  bam." 

''Sure  enough;  there  is  a  latent  meaning 
there  which  has  its  sting.  Can  the  scoundrels 
intend  to  insinuate  that  /  caused  that  bam  to 
be  get  on  fire  I" 

"If  they  should,  it  is  scarcely  more  than  they 
have  attempted  to  do  with  every  landlord  they 
We  endeavoured  to  rob,"  said  Patt,  with  spirit 
'^  Calumny  seems  a  natural  weapon  of  those 
who  get  their  power  by  appealing  to  numbers." 
^That  is  natural  enough,  my  dear  sister ;  since 
prejudice  and  passion  are  quite  as  active  agents 
18  reason  and  facts,  in  the  common  mind.  But 
this  is  a  dander  that  shall  be  looked  to.  If  I 
Snd  that  these  men  really  wish  to  circulate  a 
rqport  that  I  caused  my  own  bam  to  be  set  on 
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fire,— pshaw  I  nonsense,  after  alL  HaTcve 
not  Newcomc,  and  that  other  rascal,  in  coiAm- 
inent,  at  this  moment,  for  attempting  to  set  fin 
to  my  Itouse?*^ 

"  Be  not  too  confident,  Mr.  Littlepage,"  aid 
Mary,  with  an  anxiety  so  pointed  that  1  couU 
not  but  feel  its  flattery — "  my  dear  father  telb 
me  he  has  lost  much  of  his  confidence  in  inn^ 
conce,  except  as  One  al)ove  all  weaknesses  shall 
be  the  judge :  this  very  story  may  be  got  up 
purposely  to  throw  distrust  on  your  accnsatitw 
against  the  two  incendiaries  you  have  taken  in 
the  act.  Rememl)er  how  much  of  the  fact^  will 
depend  on  your  own  testimony." 

**  I  shall  have  i/ou  to  sustain  me.  Miss  Warren, 
and  the  juror  is  not  living,  who  would  hegitatc 
to  believe  that  to  which  you  will  testify.  But 
here  we  are  approaching  the  house;  we  v3l 
talk  no  more  on  the  subject,  lest  it  distresa  mj 
grandmother." 

We  found  all  quiet  at  the  Nest,  no  report 
of  any  sort  having  come  firom  the  red-men. 
Sunday  was  like  any  other  day  to  them,  vitk 
the  exception  that  they  so  fiir  deferred  to  oar 
habits  as  to  respect  it,  to  a  certain  extent,  vUl^ 
in  our  presence.     Some  writers  have  imagiD^ 
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lat  the  aborigines  of  America  are  of  the  lost 
"ibes  of  Israel ;  but  it  seems  to  me  that  such  a 
eople  could  never  have  existed  apart^  uninflu- 
nced  by  foreign  association,  and  preserved  no 
radition,  no  memorial,  of  the  Jewish  Sabbath. 
^  this  be  as  it  maj,  John,  who  met  us  at  the 
loor,  which  we  reached  just  after  my  uncle  and 
irandmother,  reported  all  quiet,  so  far  as  he 
aew  anything    of   the    state    of   the    farm- 


"  They  got  enough  last  night,  I'se  thinking, 
^.  Hugh,  and  has  found  out  by  this  time,  that 
t*8  better  to  light  a  fire  in  one  of  their  own 
!0ok-8tove8,  than  come  to  light  it  on  the  floor  of 
^  gentleman's  kitchen.  I  never  heard  it  said, 
%  that  the  Hamericans  was  as  much  Ilirish  as 
bey  be  Henglish,  but  to  me  they  seems  to  grow 
Very  day  more  like  the  wild  Hirishers,  of  whom 
^e  used  to  hear  so  much  in  Lun'un.  Your 
onoured  father,  sir,  would  never  have  believed 
^  his  own  dwelling  would  be  entered,  at  night, 
y  men  who  are  his  very  neighbours,  and  who 
ct  like  burglariouses,  as  if  they  were  so  many 
Newgate  birds, — no.  Why,  Mr.  Hugh,  this 
H^iire  Newcome,  as  they  call  him,  is  an  hat- 
>rney,  and  has  often  dined  here  at  the  Nest, 
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I  have  'anded  him  Iiis  soup,  mod  fidi,  avl  wiM, 
fifty  times,  just  as  if  he  was  a  ginthwij 
and  to  his  sist^.  Miss  Hoppcntonilj,  too;  «i 
they  to  come  to  set  fire  to  the  houM^  it  aii* 
night!" 

**  You  do  Miss  Opportonity 
for  iike  has  not  had  the  least  cumnmiiwiiritkftt 
matter." 

"  Well,  sir,  nobody  knowa  WKjAim 
days — I  declare,  my  eyes  be  getdng 
there  is  the  young  lady,  at  this  ^ 

<'  Young  lady  1   where? — jou  do  not  Mtm 
Opportunity  Newcome,  Barely?* 

^'  I  does,  though,  sir,  and  it's  ab^aom 
If  that  isn't  Miss  Hopportuniftf ,  da 
that  the  savages  has  got  up  in  the  ofllhr  if  ^ 
old  farm-house,  isn't  her  brather.* 

J<^  was  quite  right ;  theve  was  OfftfiMiV 
standing  in  the  very  path,  and  at  the  w^  ^ 
where  I  had  last  seen  her 
sight,  the  past  night  Thaii 
the  path  plunged  into  the  wooded  iwiptl  >rf 
so  far  was  h^  person  ooncealed  hj  Ihe4 
that  we  oould  only  perceive  the 
upper  part  of  the  body.  The  gjoE 
self  just  that  much^  in  ovder  to  i 


OB,   THB  BED6&INS.  135 

^n,  in  which  she  had  no  sooner  succeeded,  than, 
y  moving  downward  a  few  paces,  she  was  en- 
irely  hid  from  mght.  Cautioning  John  to  say 
lothing  of  what  had  passed,  I  sprang  down  the 
itepe,  and  walked  in  the  direction  of  the  ravine, 
lerfectly  satisfied  I  was  expected,  and  far  from 
certain  that  this  visit  did  not  portend  further  eviL 

The  distance  was  so  short  that  I  was  soon  at 
Ae  verge  of  the  ravine,  but  when  I  reached  it. 
Opportunity  had  disappeared.  Owing  to  the 
tUcket,  her  concealment  was  easily  obtained, 
while  she  might  be  within  a  few  yards  from  me, 
i&d  I  plmiged  downwards,  bent  only  on  ascer- 
tiiniDg  her  object.  One  gleam  of  distrust  shot 
•erosB  my  mind,  I  will  own,  as  I  strided  down 
tk  declivity;  but  it  was  soon  lost  in  the  expecta- 
tion and  curiosity  that  were  awakened  by  the 
ippeanmce  of  the  ^rl. 

I  believe  it  has  already  been  explained,  that 
n  this  part  of  the  lawn  a  deep,  narrow  ravine 
lad  been  left  in  wood,  and  that  the  bridle-path 
hat  leads  to  the  hamlet  had  been  carried 
[irectly  through  it,  for  effect  This  patch  of 
rood  may  be  three  or  four  acres  in  extent, 
bttowing  tiie  course  of  the  ravine  imtil  it 
caches  the  meadows,  and  it  contains  three  or 


■=1* -"■*:-:•:!:• 


-  ■    y  .11    1   ii-:^ 


a  nz  rcn  x»i.  i 


OB,   THE  REDSKINS.  137 

'^y  tenderly  on  my  arm — "  why  should  we  b^ 
Vf.  Hugh  and  Miss  Opportunity  to  each  other, 
^h&a  we  were  so  long  Hugh  and  Op  ?  Call 
He  Op  again,  and  I  shall  feel  that  the  credit  of 
ny  family  and  the  happiness  of  poor  Sen  are, 
fter  all,  in  the  keeping  of  a  true  friend.'' 

**  No  one  can  be  more  willing  to  do  this  than 
lyself,  my  dear  Op,  and  I  am  willing  to  be 
[ugh  again.  But,  you  know  all  that  has  passed." 

"I  do— yes,  the  dreadful  news  has  reached 
9,  and  mother  wouldn't  leave  me  a  moment's 
eace  till  I  stole  out  again  to  see  you." 

**  Again — was  your  mother,  then,  acquainted 
ith  the  visit  of  last  night?" 

**Yes,  yes— she  knew  it  all,   and    advised 

all." 

"Your  mother  is  a  most  thoughtful  and 
nident  parent,"  I  answered,  biting  my  lip, 
und  I  shall  know,  hereafter,  how  much  I  am 
idebted  to  her.  To  yov^  Opportunity,  I  owe 
16  preservation  of  my  house,  and  possibly  the 
ves  of  all  who  are  most  dear  to  me." 

**  Well,  that's  something,  any  how.  There's 
^  grief  that  hasn't  its  relief.  But,  you  must 
now,  Hugh,  that  I  never  could  or  did  suppose 
lat  Sen  himself  would  be  so  weak  as  to  come  in 
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*ie  had  only  used  Patt  as  a  cloak  to  make 
'^fisaults  on  me,  and  she  knew  as  well  as  I 
that  my  sister  was  good  seven  years  younger 
^  herself.  This  feeling,  however,  was  but 
ifientary,  and  she  next  turned  to  the  real 
3Ct  of  this  visit. 

What  am  I  to  tell  mother,  Hugh? — You 
let  Sen  off,  I  know  I** 

reflected,  for  the  first  time,  on  the  hard- 
9  of  the  case ;  but  felt  a  strong  reluctance 
low  incendiaries  to  escape. 
The  facts  must  be  known,  soon,  all  over 
own,**  I  remarked. 

No  fear  of  that:  they  are  pretty  much 
?n,  already.  News  does  fLy  fasty  at  Ravens- 
» all  must  admit." 

Ay,  if  it  would  only  fly  true.  But,  your 
her  can  hardly  remain  here,  after  such  an 
rrence." 

Lord !     How  you  talk !     If  the  law  will 

let  him  alone,  who'd  trouble  him  for  this  ? 

havn't  been  home  long  enough,  to  learn 

folks  don't  think  half  as  much  of  setting 

to  a  house,  in  anti-rent  times,  as  they'd 

k  of  a  trespass,  under   the  old-fashioned 

Anti-rent  alters  the  whole  spirit.'* 
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•emblymen  will  raise  such  a  rumpus,  if  you 
to  punish  them,  that  it  won*t  he  long,  if 
igs  go  on  as  they  have,  before  it  will  be 
light  more  honourable  to  be  put  in  jail  for 
>ting  a  peace-oflScer,  than  to  stay  out  of  it, 
Qot  having  done  it.  Talk's  all ;  and  if  folks 
3  a  mind  to  make  any  thing  honourable, 
r'ye  only  to  say  so  often  enough,  to  make 
It,'' 

uch  were  the  notions  of  Miss  Opportunity 
roome,  on  the  subject  of  modem  morals, 
how  far  was  she  from  the  truth  ?  I  could 
but  smile  at  the  manner  in  which  she 
ited  things,  though  there  was  a  homely  and 
ctical  common  sense  in  her  way  of  thinking, 
t  was  probably  of  more  eflSciency  than 
lid  have  been  the  case  with  a  more  refined 
I  nicer  code.  She  looked  at  things  as  they 
,  and  that  is  always  something  towards 
icese. 

ks  for  myself,  I  was  well  enough  disposed 
consider  Opportunity,  in  this  unfortunate 
ur  of  the  fire,  for  it  would  have  been  a  cruel 
og  to  suffer  the  girl  to  imagine  she  had  been 
instrument  in  destroying  her  brother.  It 
true,  there  is  no  great  danger  of  a  rogue's 
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execution;  but  it  was  a 
to  catch  a  tenant  at  tha 
but  ask  myself,  how  mj 
able  gentlemen"  at  Albai 
my  behalf,  had  matters  h 
is  thb  true  mode  of  arri^ 
the  institutions ;"  or,  rathi 
a  right  to  affirm  such  is 
one  has  to  assert  that  th 
opposed  to  them;  the 
themselves,  being  equally 
The  results  of  the  i 
Opportunity  were,  Istly 
just  where  it  was  at  its  cc 
I  am  not  certain  that  it 
tody;  2dly, — The  youn 
encouraged  on  the  subjec 
Newcomes,  though  I  tool 
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y  to  the  Nest,  that  evening,  as 
:ui.-»  to  be  employed  in  attaining 

respects  Seneca,  be  it  remem- 
respects  me ;  and  lastly,  we 
s  rrood  friends  as  we  ever  had 
rvtJiining  exactly  the  same  views 
li  other.  What  those  views  were, 
modest  in  me  to  record. 


ch.vpt: 


■.:  r-r>>:rT  ::TilLcit:?a  can  hu 
:«  :•*  i.:>i»i.  :*  :•;■  ^^-^rAin  if  i] 
--I  ^ziii.'h  c:L-i-:n:a  Liz:  *h-ji 


My  inteniew  with  C 
remained  a  secret  Wtwee 
of  it.  The  evening  ser 
wa;5  attended  only  by  tl 
all  the  curitisity  of  the 
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girla,  I  retired  early  to  bed,  and  slept  pro- 
^Bdly  until  morning.  My  uncle  Ro  partook 
my  own  philosophical  temper,  and  we  en- 
liraged  each  other  in  it  by  a  short  conver- 
C'ion  that  occurred  in  his  room  before  we 
spectively  retired  to  rest. 
''I  agree  with  you,  Hugh,"  said  my  uncle, 
reply  to  a  remark  of  my  own ;  "  there  is 
tie  use  in  making  ourselves  unhappy  about 
ils  that  tee  cannot  help.  If  we  are  to  be 
mt  up  and  stripped  of  our  property,  we  skull 
burnt  up  and  stripped  of  our  property.  I 
ve  a  competency  secured  in  Europe,  and  we 
1  all  Uve  on  that,  with  economy,  should  the 
ust  come  to  the  worst." 
^'  It  is  a  strange  thing  to  hear  an  American 
k  of  seeking  a  refuge  of  any  sort  in  the 
I  world  I" 

"  If  matters  proceed  in  the  lively  manner 
ij  have  for  the  last  ten  years,  you'll  hear 
it  often.  Hitherto,  the  rich  of  Europe  have 
sn  in  the  habit  of  laying  by  a  penny  in 
aerica  against  an  evil  day;  but  the  time 
U  soon  come,  unless  there  is  a  great  change, 
len  the  rich  of  America  will  return  the  com- 
ment, in  kind.  We  are  worse  off  than  if 
t  were  in  a  state  of  nature,  in  many  respects ; 
VOL.  m.  B 
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^ii'tiious,  patriotic,  imd  i!iili<j^hteiicd  citizens;  no 
good  ever  comes  of  theni." 

**  I  believe  the  wisest  way,  sir,  is  to  make  up 
<>ur  minds  that  we  have  reached  the  point  of 
i^eaction  in  the  institutions,  and  be  ready  to 
^bmit  to  the  worst.  I  keep  the  ^revolver' 
well  primed,  and  hope  to  escape  being  burnt 
up  tt  least." 

After  a  little  more  such  discourse,  we  parted 
And  sought  our  pillows,  and  I  can  say  that  I 
nerer  slept  more  soundly  in  my  life.  If  I  did 
lose  my  estate,  it  was  what  other  men  had 
suffered  and  survived,  and  why  might  not  I  as 
well  as  another  ?  It  is  true,  those  other  men 
were,  in  the  main,  the  victims  of  what  are  called 
tyrants ;  but  others,  again,  had  certainly  been 
^^longed  by  the  masses.  Thousands  have  been 
impoverished  In  France,  for  instance,  by  the 
political  confiscations  of  the  multitude,  and 
tkoDsands  enriched  by  ill-gotten  gains,  profiting 
bj  the  calamities  of  those  around  them ;  and 
what  has  happened  there  might  happen  here. 
Big  words  ought  to  pass  for  nothing.  No  man 
^^  ever  a  whit  more  free  because  he  was  the 
whole  time  boastmg  of  his  liberty,  and  I  was 
^  now  to  learn  that  when  numbers  did  inflict 


h  -rr-'zz.  :*:  Ti*  il'criv*  ...f  the  moet  intolerable 
2iii.-iir:-:r  v^ILriT'lv.  they  were  not  mudi 
ZiFT«  s;-i  ::  -Li*  ?T-r::e?  of  crime;  but  men  m 
311I.SS:-?  "^  -.Tf  Z-:  m-  re  infallible  than  in^Tiduak 
li  -.!:.*  3':il:^.:iLi:  r:ic<»J  I  slept. 

1  v:*  i-Brie  dc-xi  morning  by  John'i 
1:7.  Lj-ji^  1:  HI  J  :<-i?:3e.  after  having  opened 

•I  i.::'.Lr-  ::  y.u.  >Ir.  Hugh,"  b^an  tlus 
wz  -r-ii-iilr^.  :  -t  s-.n.c times  officious  genant, 
•  I  i'  -i-  izir-r  ^li:  will  come  next  at  Bavens- 
!•>-.    Z'.v  :'::-:   -:vil   *:.irit  has  got  uppennort 


V.t*-.»1    :■: 


ras?:- 


.:-   :.:.   J.ia — what   you  call  the  evil 
I?    w"y  thv  -Sjirit  of  the  Institutions;' 
::  :<  i.z: ur£-i  instead  of  diaUked." 
-.11  ?lr,  I  o  ^-'r  know  what  they  calb  it, 
J  T^s  ^:-  z:uch  about  the  hin^tntiou 

•.•izny.  I  sever  can  find  out  what  they 
I.     Tnc7«   was  a  hinstitutkn  neir 

I  livei  in  my  last  place,  at  the  Wert 
=.  L:c\>a.  and  there  they  taught  young 
>  :j  >peak  and  write  Latin  and  (iraek. 
li^ninons  i.i  BEamerica  must  men 
1=^.  :lx  xhem  as  doesn^t  know  any  i 
i*ja  I  do  seems  to  be  quite 
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1th  these  Hamerican  hinstitutions.  But,  Mr. 
tugh,  would  you,  could  you,  believe  the  people 
dimnitted  parricide  last  night?" 

"I  am  not  all  surprised  at  it,  for,  to  me, 
iiej  have  seemed  to  be  bent  on  matricide  for 
)me  time,  calling  the  country  their  mother.'' 

"It's  hawful,  sir — it's  truly  hawful,  when  a 
'hole  people  commits  such  a  crime  as  parricide! 

know'd  you  would  be  shocked  to  hear  it, 
Ir.  Hugh,  and  so  I  just  came  in  to  let  you 
now  it." 

"  I  am  infinitely  obliged  to  you  for  this  at- 
ention,  my  good  fellow,  and  shall  be  still  more 
0  when  you  tell  me  all  about  it." 

"Yes,  sir,  most  willingly,  and  most  un- 
rillingly,  too.  But  there's  no  use  in  'iding  the 
»ct;  it's  gone,  Mr.  Hugh!" 

"What  is  gone,  John? — Speak  out,  my  good 
bDow  ;  I  can  bear  it" 

"The  pew,  sir — or  rather  that  beautiful 
anopy  that  covered  it,  and  made  it  look  so 
auch  like  the  Lord  Mayor's  seat  in  GuildhalL 
*ave  hadmired  and  honoured  that  canopy,  sir, 
8  the  most  helegant  hobject  in  this  country, 

IT." 

"  So  they  have  destroyed  it  at  last,  have  they? 
Inoouraged  and  sustained  by  an  expression  of 


150 


ravensnbst; 


public  Bentiment,  as  proclaimed  in  a  meeunj 
that  had  a  chairman  and  secretary,  they  1*^ 
actually  cut  it  down,  I  suppose?" 

"  They  have,  sir ;  and  a  pretty  job  thcy'^ 
made  of  iu  There  it  stands,  up  at  ^liller' 
hover  his  pig-pen !" 

This  was  not  a  very  heroic  termination 
the  career  of  the  obnoxious  canopy ;  but  it  i 
one  that  made  me  laugh  heartily.  Jolm  wa 
little  offended  at  this  levity,  and  he  soon  1 
me  to  finish  my  toilet  by  myself.  I  d 
say,  many  of  the  honest  folk  of  Ravensr 
would  have  been  as  much  surprised  as  Ji 
himself,  at  the  indifference  I  manifested  at 
fate  of  this  dignified  pew.  But,  certainly, 
far  as  my  own  social  elevation,  or  social 
pression,  were  concerned,  I  cared  nothing  ab 
it.  It  left  me  just  where  I  was — ^neither  grea 
nor  otherwise ;  and  as  for  any  monuments  to 
the  world  know  who  my  predecessors  had  be 
or  who  I  was  at  that  moment,  the  country  itf 
or  the  part  of  it  in  which  we  dwelt,  was  st 
cient.  Its  history  must  be  foi^tten,  or  chanj 
before  our  position  could  be  mistaken;  tboi 
I  dare  say,  the  time  will  come  when  so 
extremely  sublimated  friend  of  equality  i 
wish  to  extinguish  all  the  lights  of  the  past, 
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lat  there  may  not  exist  that  very  offen- 
itinction  of  one  man's  name  being  illus- 
while  another  man's  name  is  not.  The 
'  family  is  justly  deemed  the  most  ofien- 
ill  pride,  since  a  man  may  value  himself 
ssession  to  which  he  has  not  the  smallest 
I  the  way  of  personal  merits  while  those 
highest  personal  claims  are  altogether 
i  of  an  adyatitage,  to  the  enjoyment  of 
tncestors  alone  have  created  the  right. 
tie  institutions,  both  in  their  letter  and 
irit,  do  favour  justice,  in  this  particular, 
as  they  can;  though  even  they  are 
to  sustain  one  of  the  most  potent  agents 
distinctions,  by  declaring,  through  the 
lat  the  child  shall  succeed  to  the  estate 
Father.  When  we  shall  get  every  thing 
9  and  as  it  ought  to  be  in  this  progres- 
imtry.  Heaven  only  knows;  for  I  find 
mts  laying  stress  on  the  fact  that  their 
have  leased  my  lands  for  generations, 
hey  are  quite  willing  to  forget  that  my 
were  the  lessors  all  the  while, 
md  all  four  of  the  girls  on  the  piazza^ 
ig  the  air  of  as  balmy  a  summer  morning 
intiful  nature  ever  bestowed.  They  had 
f  the  fate  of  the  canopy,  which  affected 
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them  differently^  and  somewhat  aooorfing  to 
temperament.  Henrietta  Coldbrooke  lau^ 
at  it  violently,  and  in  a  way  I  did  not  like; 
your  laughing  young  lady  rarely  having  much 
beyond  merriment  in  her.  I  make  all  allowance 
for  youthful  spirits^  and  a  natural  dispositiuo 
to  turn  things  Into  fun ;  but  it  was  too  much  to 
laugh  at  this  exploit  of  the  anti-renters,  fur 
quite  half  an  hour  together.  I  liked  Anne 
Marston's  manner  of  regarding  it  better.  She 
smiled  a  good  deal,  and  laughed  just  enough  to 
show  that  she  was  not  insensiljle  to  the  effect  of 
an  absui*dity;  and  then  she  looked  as  if  ^ 
felt  that  a  wrong  had  been  done.  As  for  Patt, 
she  was  quite  indignant  at  the  insult ;  uor  wa« 
she  very  backward  in  letting  her  opinions  be 
known.  But  Mary  Warren's  manner  of  view- 
ing the  affair  pleased  me  best,  as  indeed  was 
fast  getting  to  be  the  fact  with  most  of  her 
notions  and  conceits.  She  ndanifested  neither 
levity  nor  resentment.  Once  or  twice,  when  i 
droll  remark  escaped  Henrietta,  she  laughed  t 
little;  a  very  little,  and  involuntarily,  as  it 
might  be— just  enough  to  prove  that  there  wy 
fun  in  her — ^when  she  would  make  some  sen- 
sible observation,  to  the  effect  that  the  eril 
temper  that  was  up  in  the  country  was  the  tnie 
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^  of  the  transaction  that  deserved  attention ; 
^d  that  she  felt  this  as  well  as  saw  it  Nobody 
^eined  to  care  for  the  canopy — not  even  my 
^cellent  *  grandmother^  in  whose  youth  the 
orch  had  been  built,  when  distinctions  of  this 
ct  were  more  in  accordance  with  the  temper 
i  habits  of  the  times,  than  they  are  to-day. 
lad  been  on  the  piazza  just  long  enough  to 
te  this  difference  in  the  manner  of  the  girls, 
en  my  grandmother  joined  us. 
•*  Oh  I  grandmother,  have  you  heard  what 
«e  wretches  of  *  Injins/  as  they  are  rightly 
ned,  have  been  doing  with  the  canopy  of  the 
^r?"  cried  Patt,  who  had  been  at  the  bedside 
our  venerable  parent,  and  kissed  her  an  hour 
ibre :  **  they  have  torn  it  down,  and  placed  it 
3r  the  pen  of  the  pigs  I" 
A  conunon  laugh,  in  which  Patt  herself  now 
ned,  interrupted  the  answer  for  a  moment, 
1  Mrs.  Littlepage  herself  manifesting  a  slight 
(position  to  make  one  of  the  amused. 
**  I  have  heard  it  all,  my  dear,"  returned  my 
andmother,  ^'and,  on  the  whole,  think  the 
bg  is  well  enough  gotten  rid  of.  I  do  not 
'lieve  it  would  have  done  for  Hugh  to  have 
id  it  taken  down,  under  a  menace,  while  it  is 
rhaps  better  that  it  should  no  longer  stand.*! 
H  3 


CZi. 


3rT..:H^    ;?•    '^.f 


^r^  X    tsn^. 


OR,    THE   REDSKINS.  155 

"  You  are   quite  right,   my   dear  mother," 
answered  my  uncle,  "  though  New  Yorkers,  by 
descent,  are  not  wanting  among  the  tenants,  to 
sustain  the  innoyation.   The  last  act  either  from 
direct  cupidity,  or  to  gain  popularity  with  a 
set ;  whereas,  as  I  view  the  matter,  the  first  are 
influenced  by  the  notions  of  the  state  of  society 
from   which  either  they  themselves,  or  their 
parents,  were  directly  derived.     A  very  large 
proportion  of  the  present  population  of  New 
York  is  of  New  England  origin.    Perhaps  one- 
third  have  this  extraction,  either  as  bom  there, 
or  as  the  sons  or  grandsons  of  those  who  were. 
Now,  in  New  England  generally,  great  equality 
of  condition  exists,  more  especially  when  you 
rise  above  the  lower  classes ;  there  being  very 
few,  out  of  the  large  trading  towns,  who  would 
be  deemed  rich  in  New  York,  and  scarcely  such 
a  thing  as  a  large  landholder,  at  alL     The  rela- 
tion of  landlord  and  tenant,  as  connected  with 
what  we  should  term  estates,  is  virtually  un- 
known to  New  England;  though  Maine  may 
afford  some  exceptions.     This  circumstance  is 
owing  to  the  peculiar  origin  of  the  people,  and 
to  the  fact  that  emigration  has  so  long  carried 
off  the  surplus  population ;  the  bulk  of  those 
who  remain  being   able  to   possess  freeholds. 
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There  is  a  natural  antipathy  in  men  ^lio  We 
been  educated  in  such  a  state  of  society,  to  anj- 
tiling  that   seeniB  to   place  others  in  positioBt 
they  do  not,  and   cannot  occupy  thenk^eUe*. 
NoWj  while  the  population  of  New  York  mil 
be  one-third,  perhaps,  of  New  England  descent, 
and  consequently  more  or  less  of  New  England 
notions,  a  much  larger  proportion  of  the  lawyers 
editors   of  newspapers,  physicians,  and  active 
politicians,  are  of  that  class.     We  think  little, 
and  talk  little  of  these  circumstances ;  for  no 
nation  inquires  into  its  moral  influence^  and 
what  I  may  call  its  political  statistics,  less  tban 
the  Americans ;  but  they  produce  large  conse 
qucnccs. 

**  Am  I  to  understand  you,  sir,  to  say  tta 
anti-rentism  is  of  New  England  origin  ?" 

'*  Perhaps  not.  Its  origin  was  probably  dkh* 
directly  derived  from  the  devil,  who  has  tempted 
the  tenants  as  he  is  known  once  to  have  tempted 
the  Saviour.  The  outbreak  was  originally  among 
the  descendants  of  the  Dutch,  for  they  happened 
o  be  the  tenants,  and,  as  for  the  theories  tbt 
have  been  broached,  they  savour  more  of  tbe 
reaction  of  European  abuses,  than  of  anything 
American  at  all ;  and  least  of  all  of  anythiBg 
from  New  England,  where  there  is  genertDj 
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**You  are  quite  right,  my  dear  mother," 
^wered  my  unde,  "  though  New  Yorkers,  by 
^^cent,  are  not  wantiog  among  the  tenants,  to 
Oatain  the  innoyation.  The  last  act  either  from 
irect  cupidity,  or  to  gain  popularity  with  a 
3t;  whereas,  as  I  view  the  matter,  the  first  are 
ifluenced  by  the  notions  of  the  state  of  society 
om  which  either  they  themselves,  or  their 
irents,  were  directly  derived.  A  very  large 
oportion  of  the  present  population  of  New 
ork  is  of  New  England  origin.  Perhaps  one- 
ird  have  this  extraction,  either  as  bom  there, 

as  the  sons  or  grandsons  of  those  who  were, 
ow,  in  New  England  generally,  great  equality 
'  condition  exists,  more  especially  when  you 
se  above  the  lower  classes ;  there  being  very 
w,  out  of  the  large  trading  towns,  who  would 
i  deemed  rich  in  New  York,  and  scarcely  such 
thing  as  a  large  landholder,  at  all.  The  rela- 
on  of  landlord  and  tenant,  as  connected  with 
hat  we  should  term  estates,  is  virtually  un- 
aown  to  New  England;  though  Maine  may 
Ford  some  exceptions.  This  circumstance  is 
nring  to  the  peculiar  origin  of  the  people,  and 
>  the  fact  that  emigration  has  so  long  carried 
If  the  surplus  population ;  the  bulk  of  those 
'ho  remain  being  able  to  possess  freeholds. 
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hardly  uphold   thaU    though    he   agrees  with 
you  m  80  mubh  of  what  you  say." 

''  I  do  not  know  that.  I  repeat  the  word 
principles ;  for,  when  you  have  a  chiss  of  men, 
who  are  removed  from  a  large  range  of  temp- 
tations, without  being  placed  above  public 
opinion,  you  get  precisely  those  who  are 
nost  likely  to  uphold  that  sort  of  secondary, 
)ut  highly  useful  morals,  which  are  not  directly 
lerived  from  purely  religious  duties.  Against 
lie  last  I  shall  not  say  one  word,  as  it  comes 
rom  the  grace,  which  is  of  the  power  of  God, 
md  is  happily  as  accessible  to  the  poor  as  to 
:he  rich,  and  more  too ;  but,  of  men  as  they 
ure,  not  one  in  a  hundred  regulates  his  life  by  a 
standard  created  under  such  impulses;  and 
3ven  when  they  do,  the  standard  itself  is,  in 
)ome  degree,  qualified  by  the  ordinary  notions, 
[  apprehend.  The  Cliristian  morality  of  an 
Elast  Indian  is  not  identical  with  that  of  a 
Puritan,  or  that  of  a  man  of  highly  cultivated 
mind,  with  that  of  one  who  has  ei^oyed  fewer 
advantages.  There  is  one  class  of  principles, 
embracing  all  those  that  are  adverse  to  the 
Httlenesses  of  daily  practice,  which  is  much  the 
more  extended  among  the  liberal-minded  and 
educated,  and  it  is  to  that  set  of  principles  I 


refer,  Now  we  want  a  due  propomm  of  tliat 
class  of  men^  as  our  society  is  getting  to  be 
organized ;  of  those  who  arc  superior  to  mean- 
nesses." 

"  All  this  would  be  deemed  atrociously  ari- 
stocratic, were  it  told  in  Gath  I''  exclaimed  Patt, 
laughing. 

"It  is  atrociously  common  sense,  notwith- 
standing,*' answered  my  uncle,  who  was  not  to 
be  laughed  out  of  anything  he  felt  to  be  true; 
"and  the  facts  will  show  it  New  England 
early  established  a  system  of  common  school^ 
and  no  jmrt  of  the  world,  perhaps,  has  a  popu- 
lation that  is  better  grounded  in  intelligence 
This  has  been  the  case  so  long  as  to  put  the 
people  of  Connecticut  and  Massacliusetts,  for 
instance,  as  a  whole,  materially  in  advance  of 
the  people  of  any  other  State,  New  Yoii  in- 
cluded ;  although,  by  taking  the  system  bm 
our  eastern  brethren,  wc  are  now  doing  pretty 
well.  Notwithstanding,  who  will  say  that  New 
England  is  as  far  advanced^  in  many  mateiiil 
things,  as  the  middle  States?  To  begin  witk 
the  kitchen — her  best  cookery  is  much  below 
that  of  even  the  humbler  classes  of  the  tnie 
middle  States'  fiunilies :  take  her  language  fe 
another  test,  it  is  provincial  and  vulgar;  ^ 


OR,    THE   REDSKINS.  161 

ere  Is  no  exaggeration  in  saying  that  the 
bouring  classes  of  the  middle  States,  if  not  of 
ew  England  origin,  use  better  English  than 
onsands  of  educated  men  in  New  England 
Jelf.  Both  of  these  peculiarities,  as  I  conceive, 
»ine  from  the  fact  that  in  one  part  of  the 
►untry  there  has  been  a  class  to  give  a  tone 
At  does  not  exist  in  the  other.  The  gentle- 
en  of  the  larger  towns  in  the  east  have  an  in- 
tence  where  they  live,  no  doubt ;  but  in  the 
tenor,  as  no  one  leads,  all  these  matters  are 
ft  to  the  common  mind  to  get  along  with,  as 
ell  as  it  can." 

**  Aristocratic,  sir — rank  aristocracy  I" 
"  If  it  be,  has  aristocracy,  as  you  call  it,  which 
.  this  instance  must  only  mean  decided  social 
>8ition,  no  advantages  ?  Is  not  even  a  wealthy 
iler  of  some  use  in  a  nation  ?  He  contributes 
ia  full  share  to  the  higher  civilization  that  is 
>nnected  with  the  tastes  and  refinements,  and, 
i  &ct,  he  forms  it.  In  Europe  they  will  tell 
ou  that  a  court  is  necessary  to  such  civiliza- 
ion;  but  facts  contradict  the  theory.  Social 
lasses,  no  doubt,  are ;  but  they  can  exist  inde- 
«XKlently  of  courts,  as  they  can,  have,  do,  and 
•▼er  will,  in  the  face  of  democracy.     Now,  con- 
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aducement  to  take  an  extended  interest  in  real 
istate^  and  the  last  no  chance  to  become  agri- 
ulturists,  except  as  hired  labourers  ?" 

"  You  do  not  mince  matters,  uncle  Ro,"  put 
a  Patt,  "  and  will  never  go  to  Congress," 

"  That  may  be,  my  dear ;  but  I  shall  retain 
3y  own  self-respect  by  fair  dealing.  What  I 
*y,  I  meauy  while  many  who  take  the  other  side 
o  not.  I  say  that,  in  a  country  like  this,  in 
rhich  land  is  so  abundant  as  to  render  the  ca^Is 
f  a  general  monopoly  impossible,  a  landed 
entry  is  precisely  what  is  most  needed  for  the 
igher  order  of  civilization,  including  manners, 
letes,  and  the  minor  principles,  and  is  the  very 
lass  which,  if  reasonably  maintained  and  pro- 
erly  regarded,  would  do  the  most  good  at  the 
Jaet  risk  of  any  social  caste  known.  They  have 
Iways  existed  in  New  York,  though  with  a 
JBsening  influence,  and  are  the  reason,  in  my 
iidgment,  why  we  are  so  much  before  New 
ilagland  in  particular  things,  while  certainly 
^nd  that  quarter  of  the  country  in  many 
'thers  that  are  dependent  on  ordinary  schooling." 

^I  like  to  hear  a  person  maintain  his  opinions 
niokly  and  manfully,"  said  my  grandmother ; 
'and  this  have  you  done,  Boger,  from  boyhood, 
fy  own  family,  on  my  father's  side,  was  from 
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KewT  England, 
tlmt  you  say ; 
relates  to  the  \ 
wrong.     It  is 
brcakfast-tabh 
door,  yonder. 

To  brcakfas 
incendiaries,  i 
pens,  a  mcrrj 
Coldbrooke  at 
with  more  spi: 
than  each  did 
a  little  eurprig 
stole  occasion 
say — "  there, 
of  thatj  now? 
uttered  anyth; 
common. 

"Have  yot 
Bo  of  my  gn 
old  Sus  and  Ji 
grand   costum 
about  to  depf 
pipes,  and  a  g 
fancies  will  be 
the  bouse  of  hi 
hie  own  hut" 
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*  How  did  you  ascertain  that,  Roger  ?" 
^^Ihave  been  at  the  wigwam,  this  morning, 
Q  have  the  fact  directly  from  the  Onondago, 
well  as  from  the  interpreter,  whom  I  met 
»e.  By  the  way,  Hugh,  we  must  shortly 
iide  what  is  to  be  done  with  the  prisoners,  or 
shall  have  writs  of  habeas  corpus  served  on 
to  know  why  we  detain  them." 
^  Is  it  possible,  uncle  Ro/'  for  so  his  wards 
ed  him  habitually — "  to  rescue  a  gentleman 
n  the  gallows  by  marrying  him?"  asked 
nrictta  Coldbrooke,  demurely. 
'That  is  so  strange  a  question,  that  as  a 
krdian  I  feel  curious  to  hear  its  meaning." 
*Tell — tell  at  once,  Henrietta," — said  the 
er  ward,  urging  her  companion  to  speak. 
will  save  your  blushes,  and  act  as  your 
erpreter.  Miss  Coldbrooke  was  honoured  by 
•.  Seneca  Newcome  with  this  letter,  within 
i  last  twenty-four  hours;  and,  it  being  a 
oily  matter,  I  think  it  ought  to  be  referred 
a  family  counciL" 

"Nay,  Anne,"  said  the  blushing  Henrietta, 
hk  is  hardly  fair — nor  am  I  sure  that  it  would 
quite  lady-like  in  me  to  suffer  that  letter  to 
generally  known— particularlt/  known  to  you, 
certainly  is,  already." 
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at  alL  The  fellow  is,  at  this  moment^  a  prisoner 
ht  attempting  to  set  an  inhabited  house  on  fire, 
in  the  middle  of  the  night." 

Henrietta  said  no  more ;  and  my  grandmother 
took  the  letter,  and  read  it  for  the  common 
benefit  I  shall  not  copy  the  effusion  of  Seneca, 
which  was  more  cunning  than  philosophical; 
but  it  contained  a  strong  profession  of  love, 
Uiged  in  a  somewhat  business  manner,  and  a 
generous  offer  of  his  hand  to  the  heiress  of  eight 
thousand  a-year.  And  this  proposal  was  made 
only  a  day  or  two  before  the  fellow  was  "  taken 
in  the  act,"  and  at  the  very  time  he  was  the  most 
deeply  engaged  in  his  schemes  of  anti-rentism. 

^  There  is  a  class  of  men  among  us,"  said  my 
VBcle,  after  everybody  had  laughed  at  this  mag- 
nificent offer,  ^^  who  do  not  seem  to  entertain  a 
single  idea  of  the  proprieties.  How  is  it  possible, 
or  where  could  the  chap  have  been  bred,  to  fancy 
for  an  instant  that  a  young  wonian  of  fortune 
and  station,  would  marry  kimy  and  that,  too, 
almost  without  an  acquaintance  I  I  dare  say 
Henrietta  never  spoke  to  him  ten  times  in  her 
life.*' 

**  Not  five,  sir,  and  scarcely  anything  was  said 
it  either  of  those  five." 

*«And  you  answered  the  letter,  my  dear? "^ 
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asked  mv  grandmother.     '*  An 

not  to  have  been  forgotten ;  thoogii  it  m^h 

have   properly  come,  in  this  caae^  fiuoi  jov 

guardian.* 

**  I  answered  it  myself,  maVun,  not  mimg 
to  be  laughed  at  for  my  part  of  tlie  afife  I 
declined  the  honour  of  Mr.  Senecft  Kewoaeli 
hand."* 

''  Well,  if  the  truth  mutt  be  ni^'^jputiiPA 
drilv,  ^-  /  did  the  same  thin^  only  tlmemb 
since." 

*'  And  I,  so  lately  as  kst  week,*  wOkA  iM 
Mar^ton,  demurely. 

I  do  not  know  that  I  ever  saw  my  OMk.lt 
so  strangely  affected.  While  eteiybody  MM 
him  was  laughing  heartily,  he  looked  f^iv^x' 
to  say  fierce.  Then  he  turned  mJdeily  t^H 
and  said — 

*'  We  must  let  hhn  be  hnnge^  Hq^  W«i 
he  to  live  a  tl^usand  yesrs  he 
the  fitness  of  things." 

''  Yon'U  think  better  of  tfai%  ar, 
more  merdfuL     The  man 
But  I  confess  a  strong  desire  to 
Warren  alone  has  escaped  him 

Mary— pretty  Mary— she  bIndNi  mmM^ 
shook  her  head,  and  lefnaedto 
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^e  all  saw  that  her  feelings  were  not  enlisted 
i  the  affair  in  any  way ;  but  there  was  ^- 
ently  something  of  a  more  serious  nature  coA- 
ected  with  Seneca's  addresses  to  her  than  in 
onnexion  with  his  addresses  to  either  of  the 
there.  As  I  have  since  ascertained,  he  really 
«d  a  sort  of  affection  for  Mary ;  and  I  have 
•een  ready  to  pardon  him  the  unprincipled  and 
mpudent  manner  in  which  he  cast  his  flies 
owards  the  other  fish,  in  consideration  of  his 
aste  in  this  particular.  But  Mary  herself 
^ould  tell  us  nothing. 

"  You  are  not  to  think  so  much  of  this,  Mr. 
-<ittlepagc,"  she  cried,  so  soon  as  a  little  rc- 
overed  from  her  confusion,  "  since  it  is  only 
cting  on  the  great  anti-rent  principle,  after  aU. 
^  the  one  case,  it  is  only  a  wish  to  get  good 
•nns  cheap — and  in  the  other,  good  wives." 

**  In  the  one  case,  other  men's  farms — and  in 
1^  other,  other  men's  wives." 

"  Other  men's  wives,  certainly,  if  wives  at  all," 
M  Patt,  pointedly.  "  There  is  no  Mr.  Senehf 
Wcome  there." 

*'  We  must  let  the  law  have  its  way,  and  the 
Mow  be  hanged !"  rejoined  my  uncle.  "  I  could 
'erlook  the  attempt  to  burn  the  Nest  Hottse, 
»t  I  camiot  overlook  this.  Fellows  of  his 
Vol.  in.  i 
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unane  and  feminine^  and  quite  in  character," 
swered  my  uncle;  "but,  in  the  first  place, 
ere  is  such  a  thing  as  compounding  felony, 
id  its  consequences  are  not  altogether  agree- 
►le ;  then,  one  is  bound  to  consider  the  effect 
I  society  in  general.  Here  is  a  fellow  who 
•st  endeavours  to  raise  a  flame  in  the  hearts  of 
>  legs  than  four  young  ladies ;  failing  of  which, 
5  takes  refuge  in  lighting  a  fire  in  Hugh's 
tchen.  Do  you  know,  I  am  almost  as  much 
sposed  to  punish  him  for  the  first  of  these 
fences  as  for  the  last?" 

**  There's  a  grand  movement  as  is  making 
Qong  all  the  redskins,  ma'am,"  said  John, 
anding  in  the  door  of  the  breakfast  parlour, 
and  I  didn't  know  but  the  ladies,  and  Mr. 
ittlepage,  and  Mr.  Hugh,  would  like  to  see  it. 
Id  Sus  is  on  his  way  here,  followed  by  Yop, 
ho  comes  grumbling  along  after  him,  as  if  he 
dn't  like  the  amusement  any  way  at  all." 
"  Have  any  arrangements  been  made  for  the 
oper  reception  of  our  guests  this  morning, 
^ger?" 

"  Yes,  ma'am.  At  least  I  gave  orders  to 
ve  benches  brought  and  placed  under  the 
jes,  and  plenty  of  tobacco  provided.  Smoking 
a  great  part  of  a  council,  I  believe,  and  we 
i2 
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intarilj,  satisfied  me  that   Senecca  had 

jcriously  endeayouring  to  obtam  an  in- 

in  her  heart,  notwithstanding  her  po- 
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**  And  trnderacfttli  that  fiwe  like  snxn^er^ft  6nmm  ^j 
Its  lips  aA  [DOTel^^sa,  ajid  iU  dieek  aa  dear^  ^H 

SlamberH  a  wMiiwind  of  the  hesirt'ii  emotions      ^B 
Ik^tc,  hatred^  pride,  hope,  eoirow — all  latf^  fe*r.' 

The  only  singularity  connected  witlilB 
great  a^e  of  the  Indian  and  the  ncgnv  w«*  wi 
fact  that  they  should  have  been  aasoesatiifi^ 
near  a  century,  and  eo  long  intimately  uiutfid  ifl 
adventures  and  friendship,  I  s«iy,  friendship,  fo« 
the  term  was  not  at  all  unsuited  to  the  fwHng 
that  connected  these  old  men  together^  thr»u^ 
they  had  bo  little  in  commo%  in  the  way  d 
character.  While  the  Indian  poeaeaaed  tU  tbc 
manly  and  high  qualities  of  a  wamor  of  tti 
woodsj  of  a  chief|  and  of  one  who  hni  m^^ 
acknowledged  a  superior,  the  other  was  nee* 
earily  dlstingui^^hed  by  many  of  the  widtid' 
neuscs  of  a  state  of  servitude ;   the  bitter  < 
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ences  of  a  degraded  caste.  Fortunately,  botli 
re  temperate,  by  no  means  an  every-day 
tue  among  the  red-men  who  dwelt  with  the 
lites,  though  much  more  so  with  the  blacks. 
It  Susquesus  was  bom  an  Onondago,  a  tribe 
Darkable  for  its  sobriety,  and  at  no  period  of 

long  life  would  he  taste  any  intoxicating 
nk,  while  Jaaf  was  essentially  a  sober  man, 
>ugh  he  had  a  thorough  "  nigger**  relish  for 
pd  cider.  There  can  be  little  doubt  that 
ise  two  aged  memorials  of  past  ages,  and 
Qost  forgotten  generations,  owed  their  health 
i  their  strength  to  their  temperance,  fortify- 
j  natural  predispositions  to  tenacity  of  life. 
It  was  always  thought  Jaaf  was  a  little  the 
dor  of  the  Indian,  though  the  difference  in 
jir  ages  could  not  be  great  It  is  certain  that 
}  red-man  retained  much  the  most  of  his 
lily  powers,  though,  for  fifty  years,  he  had 
ed  them  the  least.  Susquesus  never  worked; 
^er  would  work  in  the  ordinary  meaning  of 

term.  He  deemed  it  to  be  beneath  his 
nity  as  a  warrior,  and,  I  have  heard  it  said, 
t  nothing  but  necessity  could  have  induced 
I  to  plant,  or  hoe,  even  when  in  his  prime, 
long  as  the  boundless  forest  furnished  the 
r,  the  moose,  the  beaver,  the  bear,  and  the 
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^uier  animals  that  it  is  usual  for  die  ledHOBan  in 
convert  into  food,  he  had  cared  little  for  tk 
mills  of  the  earth,  bejond  those  that  wen 
tband  growing  in  their  native  state.  Hifl  hmiti 
vere  the  last  regukr  occupation  that  the  oU 
man  abandoned.  He  carried  the  rifle,  and 
UkKaded  the  woods  with  conaderaUe  TigQiir 
aner  he  had  seen  a  hundred  winters;  but  the 
game  deserted  him,  under  the  neyer-djiog  pro- 
cess L*t  clearing  acre  after  acre,  until  littk  of 
i^-  T.iiixe  forest  was  left,  with  the  exception  of 
die  n;-s>ervation  of  my  own,  already  name^  and 
ilo  ^»kvx:s  of  woodland  that  are  almost  inTsriaUj 
i::^^I;c\i  to  CTery  American  fann,  kndinig  to 
the  landscape  a  relief  and  beauty  that  are 
usually  wanting  to  the  views  of  older  conntiiek 
Is  is  this  iveculuirity  which  gives  to  iqanj  of  tha 
views  of  the  republic,  nay,  it  may  be  svd  |oaI| 
v-f  ;hem,  so  much  of  the  character  q£  gadk- 
Kvacry  when  seen  at  a  distanee  that  eiebdai 
?he  I^eniishes  of  a  want  of  finish,  and  the  < 
appliances  of  husbandry. 

With  Jaat;  though  he  had  imbibed  ft  I 
relish  for  the  forest,  and  for  forest-Iijfab  Jt  M 
ij&nia;  in  many  reelects.  i^ccimtoBwi  4 
laKMir  fium  duldhood,  i^  0011I4  fM^  ^M  ^^ 
atv<u  woff^  even  bj  his  extreme  olj  ii^    Bl 
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i  iht  hoe,  or  the  axe,  or  the  spade  in  his  hand 
ilj^  108117  y^^urs  after  he  could  wield  either  to 
]r  material  advantage.  The  little  he  did  in 
e  way,  now,  wbs  not  done  to  kill  thought, 
'  he  never  had  any  to  kill;  it  was  purely 
B  effect  of  habit,  and  of  a  craving  desire  to  be 
af  still,  and  to  act  his  life  over  agfdn. 
I  am  sorry  to  say  that  neither  of  these  men 
i  any  essential  knowledge,  or  any  visible 
dbg  for  the  truths  of  Christianity.  A 
udred  years  ago,  little  spiritual  care  was  ex« 
uded  to  the  bkck,  and  the  difficulty  of  making 
i  impression,  in  this  way,  on  the  Indian,  has 
KX)ine  matter  of  history.  Perhaps  success  best 
tends  such  efforts  when  the  pious  missionary 
A  penetrate  to  the  retired  village,  and  dis- 
Qunate  his  doctrines  far  from  the  miserable 
Q8trati(m  of  their  effects,  that  is  to  be  hourly 
iced,  by  the  most  casual  observer,  amid  the 
■outs  of  civilized  men.  That  Christianity  does 
oduce  a  deep  and  benign  influence  on  our 
cial  condition  cannot  Le  doubted ;  but  he  who 
only  superficially  acquainted  with  Christian 
tions,  as  they  are  called,  and  sets  about  tracing 
)  effects  of  this  influence,  meets  with  so  many 
lofs  of  a  contrary  nature,  as  to  feel  a  strong 
position  to  doubt  the  truth  of  dc^maa  that 
I  3 
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its  to  the  hut  had  been  frequent,  and  T 
med  that  morning  from  Patt,  that,  "  though 
try  herself  never  spoke  on  the  subject,  enough 
I  been  seen  by  others  to  leave  no  doubt  that 
'  gentle  oflSces  and  prayers  had,  at  last, 
iched,  in  some  slight  degree,  the  marble-like 
irt  of  the  Trackless." 

is  for  Jaaf,  it  is  possible  that  it  was  his 
{fortune  to  be  a  slave  in  a  family  that 
onged  to  the  Episcopal  Church,  a  sect  that 
BO  tempered  and  chastened  in  its  religious 
58,  and  so  far  removed  from  exaggeration,  as 
en  to  seem  cold  to  those  who  seek  excite- 
nt,  and  fancy  quiet  and  self-control  incom- 
tible  with  a  lively  faith.  *^  Your  priests  arc 
suited  to  make  converts  among  the  people," 
1  an  enthusiastic  clergyman  of  another 
nomination  to  me,  quite  lately.  **Thcy 
inot  go  among  the  brambles  and  thorns 
khout  tearing  their  gowns  and  surplices." 
»ere  may  be  a  certain  degree  of  truth  in  this, 
>ugh  the  obstacle  exists  rather  with  the 
>vert  than  with  the  missionary.  The  vulgar 
c  coarse  excitement,  and  fancy  that  a  pro- 
^d  spiritual  sensibility  must  needs  awaken 
powerful  physical  sympathy.  To  such, 
'^ns,  and  sighs,  and  lamentations  must  be  not 
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inary  men  whom  we  now  went  forth  to  meet, 
the  time  we  reached  the  lawn,  they  were 
tking  slowly  towards  the  piazza,  having  got 
bin  the  range  of  the  shrubbery  that  immedi- 
j  surrounds,  and  sheds  its  perfume  on  the 
se.  The  Indian  led,  as  seemed  to  becomq 
character  and  rank.  But  Jaaf  had  never 
nimed  on  his  years  and  indulgences  so  far 
0  forget  his  condition.  A  slave  he  had  been 
a,  a  slave  had  he  lived,  and  a  slave  he  would 

This,  too,  in  spite  of  the  law  of  emancipa- 
i,  which  had,  in  fact,  liberated  him  long  ere 
had  reached  his  hundredth  year.  I  have 
n  told  that  when  my  father  announced  to 
f  the  fact  that  he  and  all  his  progeny,  the 
er  of  which  was  very  numerous,  were  free 
at  liberty  to  go  and  do  as  they  pleased,  the 
black  was  greatly  dissatisfied.  "  What  good 

all  do,  Masser  Malbonc,"  he  growled. 
Tiey  'cy  won't  let  well  alone  ?  Nigger  be 
5er,  and  white  gentle'em  be  white  gentle'cra. 
)eck,  now,  nuttin'  but  disgrace  and  poverty 
e  on  my  breed!  We  alway  kab  been 
tle'em's  nigger,  and  why  can't  'ey  let  us  be 
Je'em's  nigger,  as  long  as  we  like  ?  Ole 
hab  liberty  all  he  life,  and  what  good  he 
?     Nuttin'  but  poor  red  sabbage,  for  all  dat, 
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and  never  be  any  t*ing  more.  If  he  could 
be  gentlc'em's  sabbagc,  I  tell  him,  diU  W 
Bomet'ing;  but,  no,  he  too  proud  fiur  daft! 
Gc  sh !  80  he  only  he  own  sabbage  T 

The  Onondago  was  in  high  costume;  moioii 
higher  even  than  when  he  first  received  the  ^flft 
of  the  prairie  Indians.  The  paint  he  U8ed«gBfe 
new  fire  to  eyes  that  age  had  certainly  dimiiie( 
though  it  had  not  extinguished  their  li^; 
and  fierce  and  savage  as  was  the  conoeitt  it  un- 
questionably relieved  the  furrows  of  time. 
Tliat  red  should  be  as  much  the  frvouiitie 
colour  of  the  redskin  is,  perhaps,  Ks  natonJai 
that  our  ladies  should  use  cosmetics  to  inutite 
the  lilies  and  roses  that  are  wanting.  A  gns 
fierceness,  however,  was  the  um  of  the  QMS- 
dago ;  it  being  his  ambition,  at  that  momaifc 
to  stand  before  his  guests  in  the  coloma  of  u 
warrior.  Of  the  medals  and  wampam,  sii 
feathers,  and  blankets,  and  mooeasins,  gay  iriA 
the  quills  of  the  porcupine,  tinged  half  a  dofli 
hues,  and  the  tomahawk  polished  to  the  hif^ 
ness  of  silver,  it  is  not  necessary  to  say  anyltt^ 
So  much  has  been  said,  and  written,  tad  iMm 
of  late,  on  such  subjects,  that  alnuM 
now  knows  how  the  North  Ametioan 
appears,  when  he  comes  forth  in  his  roben 
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^or  had  Jaaf  neglected  to  do  honour  to  a 
Stival  that  was  so  peculiarly  in  honour  of  his 
lend.  Grumble  he  would  and  did,  through- 
t  the  whole  of  that  day ;  but  he  was  not  the 
s  mindful  of  the  credit  and  honour  of  Sus- 
esus.  It  is  the  fashion  of  the  times  to  lament 
I  disappearance  of  the  red-men  from  among 
but,  for  my  part,  I  feel  much  more  disposed  to 
um  over  the  disappearance  of  the  "  nigger.'* 
Be  the  Doric,  in  place  of  the  more  modern 
1  mincing  term  of  "  coloured  man  ;'*  for  the 
ric  alone  will  convey  to  the  Ainericim  the 
aaing  in  which  I  wish  to  be  understood.  I 
;ret  the  "nigger;"  the  old-fashioned,  care- 
B,  light-hearted,  laborious,  idle,  roguish, 
oest,  faithful,  fraudulent,  grumbling,  dogma- 
al  slave ;  who  was  at  times  good  for  nothing, 
d,  again,  the  stay  and  support  of  many  a 
idly.  But,  him  I  regret  in  particular  is  the 
medtic  slave,  who  identified  himself  with  the 
terests,  and  most  of  all  with  the  credit  of  those 
'  served,  and  who  always  played  the  part  of 
1  humble  privy  counsellor,  and  sometimes  that  * 
a  prime  minister.  It  is  true,  I  had  never 
^  Jaaf  acting  in  the  latter  capacity,  among 
'5  nor  is  it  probable  he  ever  did  exactly  dia- 
*iTgc  such  functions  with  any   of   his    old 
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of  the  latter  hohv^  about  half  as  loni^  as  the 
part  connected  with  tlie  toes.  The  shoes,  in- 
deed>  were  somewhat  conspicuous  portions  of 
the  dresSy  having  a  length,  and  breadth,  and 
proportions  that  might  almost  justify  a  naturalist 
in  supposing  that  they  were  never  intended  for 
a  human  being.  But,  the  head  and  hat,  accord- 
iDg  to  Jaars  own  notion,  contained  the  real 
glories  of  his  toilette  and  person.  As  for  the 
last,  it  was  actually  laced,  having  formed  a  part 
of  my  grandfather.  Gen.  Cornelius  Littlepage's 
uniform  in  the  field,  and  the  wool  beneath  it 
was  as  white  as  the  snow  of  the  hills.  This 
Qtyle  of  dress  has  long  disappeared  from  among 
the  black  race,  as  well  as  from  among  the 
whites ;  but  vestiges  of  it  were  to  be  traced,  my 
imfHe  tells  me,  in  his  boyhood ;  particularly  at 
the  pinkster  holidays,  that  peculiar  festival  of 
the  negro.  Notwithstanding  the  incongruities 
of  his  attite,  Yop  Littlepage  made  a  very  respect- 
s^le  figure  on  tliis  occasion,  the  great  age  of  both 
him  and  the  Onondago  being  the  circumstance 
that  accorded  least  with  their  magnificence. 

Notwithstanding  the  habitual  grumbling  of 
the  negro,  the  Indian  always  led  when  they 
made  a  movement.  He  had  led  in  the  forest, 
on  the  early  hunts  and  on  thQ  war-paths;  he 
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book  hands  with  SusquesuB,  and  wished  him  a 
Tcoi  morning.  He  knew  my  grandmother,  and 
•Qtrayed  some  strong  feeling,  when  he  shook 
«r  hand.  He  knew  Patt,  and  nodded  kindly 
a  answer  to  her  good  wishes.  He  knew  Mary 
barren,  too,  and  held  her  hand  a  little  time  in 
JB  own,  gazing  at  her  wistfully  the  while.  My 
mde  Ro  and  I  were  also  recognised,  his  look 
t  me  being  earnest  and  long.  The  two  other 
JoAb  were  courteously  received,  but  his  feelings 
rare  little  nterested  in  them.  A  chair  was 
ihoed  for  Susquesus  on  the  lawn,  and  he  took 
08  seat  As  for  Jaaf,  he  walked  slowly  up  to 
he  party,  took  off  his  fine  cocked-hat,  but 
wpectfully  refused  the  seat  he  too  was  offered. 
Bippening  thus  to  be  the  last  saluted,  he  was 
lie  first  with  whom  my  giandmother  opened 
h&  discourse. 

"  It  is  a  pleasant  sight,  Jaaf,  to  see  you,  and 
HIT  old  friend  Susquesus,  once  more  on  the 
wm  of  the  old  house." 

■*  Not  so  berry  ole  house.  Miss  Duf  s,  a'ter  all," 
flewered  the  negro,  in  1.  s  grumbling  way.  "Re- 
»em'er  him  well  'noug'  ;  only  built  t udder  day." 

**  It  has  been  built  three-score  years,  if  you 
dl  that  the  other  day.  I  was  then  young 
yeelf ;  a  bride — Chappy  and  blessed  far  beyond 
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"  This  is  at  least  gallant,  and  worthy  of  an 
Qnondago  chief-  Bnt,  my  worthy  friend,  age 
vrill  make  its  mark  even  on  the  trees ;  and  we 
ttdnot  hope  to  escape  for  ever !" 

*•  No ;  bark  smooth  on  young  tree — rough 
m  ole  tree.  Nebber  forget  Chainbearer.  He's 
ttOie  age  as  Susquesus  —  little  ole'er,  too, 
3^Te  warrior — good  man.  Know  him  when 
fiifODg  hunter — he  dere  when  dat  happen." 

•*  When  tthat  happened,  Susquesus  ?  I  have 
ong  wished  to  know  what  drove  you  from  your 
i^ople ;  and  why  you,  a  red-man  in  your  heart 
nd  habits,  to  the  last,  should  have  so  long  lived 
jnong  us  pale-faces,  away  from  your  own  tribe. 
[  can  understand  why  you  like  w*,  and  wish  to 
A86  the  remainder  of  your  days  with  this 
amily;  for  I  know  all  that  we  have  gone 
hrough  together,  and  your  early  connexion 
nth  my  father-in-law,  and  his  father-in-law, 
oo;  but  the  reason  why  you  left  your  own 
people  so  young,  and  have  now  lived  near  a 
mudred  years  away  from  them,  is  what  I  could 
^ifih  to  hear,  before  the  angel  of  death  smn- 
aons  one  of  us  away." 

While  my  grandmother  was  thus  coming  to 
he  point,  for  the  first  time  in  her  life,  on  this 
ubject,  as  she  afterwards  told  me,  the  Onon- 
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^  made  of  some  material  that  was  totally  witb- 
iit  sensibility ;  but  those  restless,  keen,  still 
»<netratiiig  eyes  opened  a  communication  with 
lie  being  within,  and  proved  that  the  spirit  was 
iw  younger  than  the  tenement  in  which  it  dwelt 
Still,  he  made  no  revelation ;  and  our  curiosity, 
ivUch  was  getting  to  be  intense,  was  completely 
Mffled.  It  was  even  some  little  time  before  the 
Ijidian  said  anything  more  at  all.  When  he 
Xd  speak,  it  was  merely  to  say — 

"Good.  Chainbearer  wise  chief — Gin'ral 
wiae,  too.  Good  in  camp — ^good  at  council -fire. 
Know  tcheh  to  talk — know  ichat  to  talk." 

How  much  further  my  dear  grandmother 
naight  have  been  disposed  to  push  the  subject,  I 
cumot  say,  for  just  then,  we  saw  the  redskins 
OMning  out  of  their  quarters,  evidently  about 
to  cross  from  the  old  farm  to  the  lawn,  this 
fceing  their  last  visit  to  the  Trackless,  prepara- 
tory to  departing  on  their  long  journey  to  the 
(ndries.  Aware  of  all  this,  she  fell  back,  and 
^y  uncle  led  Susqucsus  to  the  tree,  where  the 
Wches  were  placed  for  the  guests,  I  carrying 
the  chair  in  the  rear.  Everybody  followed, 
«ven  to  all  the  domestics  who  could  be  spared 
fiom  the  ordinary  occupations  of  the  household. 

The  Indian  and  the  negro  were  both  seated; 


j^M^^-i^-i  Ir  3  name! 
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miliar  to  these  sons  of  the  soil,  but  which  had 
MXHne  lost  to  us. 

The  American  savage  enjoys  one  great  ad- 
intage  over  the  civilized  man  of  the  same 
larter  of  the  world.  His  traditions  ordinarily 
•e  true,  whereas,  the  multiplied  means  of 
nparting  intelligence  among  ourselves,  has  in- 
uced  so  many  pretenders  to  throw  themselves 
ato  the  ranks  of  the  wise  and  learned,  that 
lessed,  thrice  blessed  is  he,  whose  mind  escapes 
he  contamination  of  falsehood  and  prejudice, 
f^ell  would  it  be  for  men,  if  they  oftener  re- 
Bembered  that  the  very  facilities  that  exist  to 
Jircttlate  the  truth,  are  just  so  many  facilities 
w  circulating  falsehood ;  and  that  he  who  be- 
icves  even  one-half  of  that  which  meets  his 
7^  in  his  daily  inquiries  into  passing  events, 
\  most  apt  to  throw  away  quite  a  moiety  of 
^n  that  much  credulity,  on  facts  that  either 
Wvcr  had  an  existence  at  all,  or,  which  have 
"^n  80  mutilated  in  the  relation,  that  their  eye- 
^tnesses  would  be  the  last  to  recognise  them. 
The  customary  silence  succeeded  the  arrival 
^the  visitors;  then  Eaglesflight  struck  fire 
hh  a  flint,  touched  the  tobacco  with  the  flame, 
td  pnfied  at  a  very  curiously  carved  pipe, 
ude  of  some  soft  stone  of  the  interior,  until 
voum.  K 
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u3  which  be  dead,  I  get  so  ole,  now-a-day !  But 
'bber  mind  if  he  be  ole ;  can  smoke  yet,  and 
ni\  lub  Ii\jiQ  fashion  of  gibbin'  t'ings ;  and 
4  is  gib  him  and  den  take  awaj,  agin, 
igger  is  nigger,  and  Injin  is  Injin ;  and  nigger 
St  Lord  I  how  many  years  I  do  see — I  do 
e— most  get  tire  of  libbin'  so  long.  Don't 
lit,  Injin ;  when  I  done,  you  get  pipe  again, 
say.  Best  not  make  ole  Jaaf  too  mad,  or  he 
esdful!" 

Although  it  is  probable  that  Prairiefire  did 
t  understand  one-half  of  the  negro's  words, 
comprehended  his  wish  to  finish  the  tobacco, 
fore  he  relinquished  the  pipe.  This  was 
linst  all  rule,  and  a  species  of  slight  on  Indian 
tges,  but  the  red-man  overlooked  all,  with 
i  courtesy  of  one  trained  in  high  society,  and 
Iked  away  as  composedly  as  if  everything 
re  right.  In  these  particulars  the  high-breed- 
;  of  an  Indian  is  always  made  apparent  No 
3  ever  sees  in  his  deportment,  a  shrug,  or  a 
f-eoncealed  smile,  or  a  look  of  intelligence ; 
rink  or  a  nod^  or  any  other  of  that  class  of 
na,  or  communications,  which  it  is  usually 
amed  under-bred  to  resort  to  in  company.  In 
things  he  is  dignified  and  quiet,  whether 
k2 
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ravel  towards  the  setting  sun  satisfied. — 
,  our  traditions  are  true ;  they  never  lie. 
g  tradition  is  worse  than  a  lying  Indian. 
a  lying  Indian  says^  deceives  his  friends, 
?,  his  children ;  what  a  lying  tradition  says, 
»s  a  tribe.  Our  traditions  are  true ;  they 
of  the  Upright  Onondago.  All  the 
)n  the  prairies  have  heard  this  tradition, 
i  very  glad.  It  is  good  to  hear  of  justice; 
bad  to  hear  of  injustice.  Without 
an  Indian  is  no  better  than  a  wolf.  No ; 
s  not  a  tongue  spoken  on  the  prairies 
does  not  tell  of  that  pleasant  tradition, 
uld  not  pass  the  wigwam  of  our  father 
t  turning  aside  to  look  at  him.  Our 
I  and  pnpooses  wish  to  see  us,  but  they 
have  told  us  to  come  bacK,  and  turn 
>  look  upon  our  father,  had  we  forgotten 
so. — Why  has  my  father  seen  so  many 
5?  It  is  the  will  of  the  Manitou.  The 
Spirit  wants  to  keep  him  here  a  little 

He  is  like  stones  piled  together  to  tell 
nters  where  the  pleasant  path  is  to  be 

All  the  red-men  who  see  him  think  of 
s  right.  No;  the  Great  Spirit  cannot 
ire  my  father  from  the  earth,  lest  red- 


1 

m 

i 


OR,    THE    REDSKINS.  109 

^'^'11  merited.  ]Mueli  to  our  surprii^e,  however, 
"6  addressed  himself  to  Jaaf,  Indian  eoiu-tesy 
requiring  that  something  should  be  said  to  the 
constant  friend  and  tried  associate  of  the  Track- 
W  The  reader  may  be  certain  we  were  all 
ixiuch  amused  at  this  bit  of  homage^  though 
©rery  one  of  us  felt  some  little  concern  on 
the  Subject  of  the  answer  it  might  elicit. 
Deersfoot  delivered  himself,  substantially,  as 
follows: — 

**  The  Great  Spirit  sees  all  things ;  he  makes 
all  things.  In  his  eyes,  colour  is  nothing. 
Although  he  made  children  that  he  loved  of  a 
red  coloiur,  he  made  children  that  he  loved  with 
pale  faces,  too.  He  did  not  stop  there.  No ; 
he  said,  *  I  wish  to  see  warriors  and  men  with 
faces  darker  than  the  skin  of  the  bear.  I  will 
have  warriors  who  shall  frighten  their  enemies 
by  their  countenances.'  He  made  black  men. 
My  father  is  black;  his  skin  is  neither  red, 
like  the  skin  of  Susquesus,  nor  white,  like  the 
skin  of  the  young  chief  of  Ravensnest.  It  is 
now  grey,  with  having  had  the  sun  shine  on  it 
so  many  summers ;  but  it  was  once  the  colour 
of  the  crow.  Then  it  must  have  been  pleasant 
to  look  at. — My  black  father  is  very  old.  They 
tell  me  he  is  even  older  than  the  Upright 
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Onondago.    The  Manitou  must  be  well  plcueJ 
with  him,  not  to  have  called  him  away  eoona> 
He  has  left  him  in  his  wigwam,  that  all  tk 
black  men  may  see  whom  their  Great  Spn^ 
loves. — This  is  the  tradition  told  to  us  by  ow 
fathers.     The  pale  men  come  from  the  rism; 
6un,  and  were  bom  before  the  heat  burned  their 
skins.     The  black  men  came  from  under  the 
Bun  at  noon-day,  and  their  faces  were  darkened 
by  looking  up  above  their  heads  to  admire  the 
warmth  that  ripened  their  fruits.    The  red-men 
were   born   under  the   setting  sun,  and  their 
faces  were  coloured  by  the  hues  of  the  evening 
:  skies.     The  red  man  was  born  here ;  the  ptle 
man  was  bom  across  the  salt  lake ;  the  black 
man  came  from  a  country  of  his  own,  when* 
the  sun  is  always  above  his  head.     What  of 
.  that?     We  are  brothers.     The  Thicklips  (this 
was  the  name  by  which  the  strangers  designated 
Jaaf,  as  we  afterwards  learned)  is  the  friend 
of  Susquesus.     They  have  lived  in  the  same 
wigwam,  now,  so  many  winters,  that  their  reni- 
son  and  bear's-meat  have  the  same  taste.  They 
love  one  another.  Whomsoever  Susquesus  loves 
and  honours,  all  just  Indians  love  and  honour. 
I  have  no  more  to  say." 
It  is  very  certain  that  Jaaf  would  not  have 
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*8tood  a  syllable  that  was  uttered  In  this 
ss,  had  not  Manjrtongues  first  given  him 
iderstand  that  Deersfoot  was  talking  to 
in  particular,  and  then  translated  the 
er's  language,  word  for  word,  and  with 
deliberation,  as  each  sentence  was  finished, 
this  care  might  not  have  sufficed  to  make 
egro  sensible  of  what  was  going  on,  had 
att  gone  to  him,  and  told  him  in  a  manner 
/oice  to  which  he  was  accustomed,  to 
1  to  what  was  said,  and  to  endeavour,  as 
as  Deersfoot  sat  down,  to  say  something 
ily.  Jaaf  was  so  accustomed  to  my  sister, 
as  so  deeply  impressed  with  the  necessity 
sying  her,  as  one  of  his  mauy  "y*ung 
36?,** — tchich  he  scarcely  knew  himself, — 
ihe  succeeded  in  perfectly  arousing  him ; 
le  astonished  us  all  with  the  intelligence 
very  characteristic  answer,  which  he  did 
ftil  to  deliver  exactly  as  he  had  been 
ed  to  do.  Previously  to  beginning  to 
,  the  negro  champed  his  toothless  gums 
ler,  like  a  vexed  swine ;  but  "  y'ung  mis- 
lad  told  him  he  mutt  answer,  and  answer 
I  It  is  probable,  also,  that  the  old  fellow 
ome  sort  of  recollection  of  such  scenes, 
;  been  present,  in  his  younger  days,  at 
K  3 
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low  ole  Ida  git  I  Ha  I  dere  comes  dem  debbils 
rflnjinsy  ag^in,  and  dis  time  we  must  clean  ^em 
>iit !  Get  your  rifle,  Sua ;  get  your  rifle,  boy, 
Old  mind  dat  ole  Ja^f  be  at  your  elbow." 

Sure  enough,  there  the  Injins  did  come ;  but 
I  must  reserve  an  account  of  what  followed  for 
he  commencement  of  another  chapter. 
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CHAPTER  Vm. 

"  Hope— that  thj  wrongs  will  be  by  the  Great  Spirit 
Rcmember*d  and  revenged  when  thou  art  gone ; 
Sorrow— that  none  are  left  thee  to  inheiit 
Thy  name,  thy  fame,  thy  pamona,  and  thy  thnme." 

RdJaos 

It  was  a  little  remarkable  that  one  as  old  id^ 

blear-eyed  as  the   negro,  should  be  the  fiisl 

among  us  to  discoYcr  the  approach  of  a  luff 

body  of  the  Injins,  who  could  not  be  lew  thin 

two  hundred  in   number.     The   circum»ttn« 

was  probably  owing  to  the  fact  that,  while  every 

other  eye  was  riveted  on  the  speaker,  his  eje^ 

were  fastened  on  nothing.     There  the  Ipys^ 

did  come,  hovf-ever,  in  force;   and  this  tim^ 

apparently,  without  fear.    The  white  AmericiB 

meets  the  red-man  with  much  confidence,  when 

he  is  prepared  for  the  struggle ;  and  the  resale 

has  shown  that,  when  thrown  upon  his  resouroeA» 

in  the  wilderness,  and  after  he  ham  been  alloweil 
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ne  to  gain  a  little  experience,  he  is  usually 
e  most  formidable  enemy.  But  a  dozen 
dians,  of  the  stamp  of  those  who  had  here 
me  to  visit  us,  armed  and  painted,  and  placed 

the  centre  of  one  of  our  largest  peopled 
unties,  would  be  sufficient  to  throw  that 
unty  into  a  paroxysm  of  fear.  Until  time 
Bre  given  for  thought,  and  the  opinions  of  the 
Vicious  superseded  the  effects  of  rumour, 
thing  but  panic  would  prevaiL  Mothers 
)uld  clasp  their  children  to  their  bosoms, 
hers  would  hold  back  their  sons  from  the 
ughter,  and  even  the  heroes  of  the  militia 
uld  momentarily  forget  their  ardour  in  the 
Sgestions  of  prudence  and  forethought. 
Such,  in  fact,  had  been  the  state  of  things  in 
I  about  Ravensncst,  when  Flintyheart  so 
^xpectedly  led  his  companions  into  the  forest, 
I  dispersed  the  virtuous  and  oppressed  tenants 
ny  estate  on  their  return  from  a  meeting  held 
h  but  one  virtuous  object,  viz.,  that  of 
nsferring  the  fee  of  the  farms  they  occupied, 
ni  me  to  themselves.     No  one  doubted,  at 

moment,  that  in  addition  to  the  other 
^Tmities  committed  by  me  and  mine,  I  had 
«*ined  a  body  of  savages  from  the  far  West, 
^eet  the  forces  already  levied  by  the  tenants. 
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I  reasonable  to  suppose  that  the  attempts  of 
le  incendiaries  came  within  their  political 
Eitegory,  as  it  is  to  suppose  that  the  attempt 
f  the  tenants  to  get  a  title  beyond  what  was 
lestowed  in  their  leases,  was  owing  to  this 
ause. 

That  habit  of  deferring  to  externals,  which 
B  80  general  in  a  certain  class  of  our  citizens, 
ttd  which  endures  in  matters  of  religion  long 
(fter  the  vital  principle  is  forgotten,  prevented 
^j  serious  outbreak  on  the  next  day,  which 
^as  the  Sunday  mentioned ;  though  the  occa- 
lion  was  improved  to  coerce  by  intimidation, 
he  meeting  and  resolutions  having  been  regu- 
ariy  digested  in  secret  conclave,  among  the 
ocal  leaders  of  anti-rentism,  and  carried  out, 
s  has  been  described.  Then  followed  the 
lestruction  of  the  canopy,  another  demonstra- 
lon  of  the  "  spirit  of  the  Institutions,"  and  as 
[ood  an  argument  as  any  that  has  yet  been 
fiercd  in  favour  of  the  dogmas  of  the  new 
olitical  faith.  Public  o[jinion  is  entitled  to 
jme  relief,  surely,  when  it  betrays  so  much 
xditement  as  to  desecrate  churches,  and  to 
estroy  private  property.  This  circumstance 
f  the  canopy  had  been  much  dwelt  on,  as  a 
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favourite  anti-rcnt  argument,  and  it  migbt  now 
be  considered  that  the  subject  was  carried  oot 
to  demonstration. 

By  the  time  all  this  was  effected,  eo  cooh 
pletely  had  the  "  Injins"  got  over  their  dreJ 
of  the  Indians,  that  it  was  with  difficulty  tbe 
leaders  of  the  former  could  prevent  the  mort 
heroic  portion  of  their  corps  from  following 
their  blow  at  the  canopy  by  a  coup  de  mU 
against  the  old  farm-house,  and  its  occupmU 
Had  not  the  discretion  of  the  leaders  l«en 
greater  than  that  of  their  subordinate^  it  '^ 
very  probable  blood  would  have  been  shed 
between  these  quasi  belligerents.  But  tke 
warriors  of  the  Prairies  were  the  guests  of 
Uncle  Sam,  and  the  old  gentleman,  after  aH 
has  a  long  arm,  and  can  extend  it  from  Wash- 
ington to  Ravensnest  without  much  effort.  He 
was  not  to  be  offended  heedlessly,  therefore; 
for  his  power  was  especially  to  be  dreaded  in 
this  matter  of  the  covenants,  without  which 
Injins  and  agitation  would  be  altogether  db- 
necessnry  to  attaining  the  great  object,  the 
Albany  politicians  being  so  well  disposed  to  do 
all  they  can  for  the  **  virtuous  and  honcit. 
Uncle  Sam's  Indians,  consequently,  were  k" 
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od  deal  more  in  respect  than  the  laws  of 
5tate,  and  they  consequently  escaped  being 
lered  in  their  sleep, 
hen  Jaaf  first  drew  attention  to  the  Injins, 

were   advancing,  in  a  long  line,  by  the 
w^ay,  and  at  a  moderate  pace ;  leaving  us 

to  shift  our  own  position,  did  we  deem  it 
jsary.  My  uncle  was  of  opinion  it  would 
r  do  to  remain  out  on  the  lawn,  exposed  to 
•eat  a  superiority  of  force,  and  he  took  his 
iiu'es  accordingly.  In  the  first  place,  the 
les,  mistresses  and  maids — and  there  were 
t  or  ten  of  the  last — were  requested  to 
e,  at  once,  to  the  house.  T\\e  latter,  with 
I  at  their  head,  were  directed  to  close  all 
ower,  outside  shutters  of  the  building,  and 
re  them  within.  This  done,  and  the  gate 
two  outer  doors  fastened,  it  would  not  be 
;ether  without  hazard  to  make  an  assault 
ir  fortress.  As  no  one  required  a  second 
est  to  move,  this  part  of  the  precautions 
soon  effected,  and  the  house  placed  in  a 
es  of  temporary  security. 
Tiile  the  foregoing  was  in  the  course  of 
ation,  Susquesus  and  Jaaf  were  induced  to 
ge  their  positions,  by  transferring  them- 
«  to  the  piazza.     That  change  was  made. 
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on  the  piazza,  that  Flintjheart,  in  par- 
ry cast  a  qaicky  scrutinizing  glance  at  the 
y  which  said  in  pretty  plain  language  that 
IS  examining  its  capabilities  as  a  work  of 
2e.  The  movement,  however,  was  made 
perfect  steadiness;  and,  what  most  sur* 
!  us  all,  was  the  fact  that  not  one  of  the 

appeared  to  pay  the  slightest  attention  to 
advancing  foes;  or,  men  whom  it  was 
lable  for  them  to  suppose  so  considered 
elves  to  be.  We  imputed  this  extraordi- 
reserve  to  force  of  character,  and  a  desire 
intain  a  calm  and  dignified  deportment  in 
rcsence  of  Susquesus.  If  it  were  really 
.tter  motive  that  so  completely  restrained 
exhibition  of  impatience,  apprehension,  or 
etude,  they  had  every  reason  to  congratu- 
icmselves  on  the  entire  success  of  their 
!teristic  restraint  on  their  feelings. 
B  Injins  were  just  appearing  on  the  lawn 
r  arrangements  were  completed.  John 
ome  to  report  every  shutter  secure,  and 
ate  and  little  door  barred.  He  also  in- 
d  us  that  all  the  men  and  boys  who  could 
istercd,  including  gardeners,  labourers,  and 

people,  to  the  number  of  five  or  rix,  were 

little  passage,  armed ;  where  rifles  were 
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.  So  it  proved,  truly ;  for  soon  Opportunity 
e  galloping  up  the  path,  and  appeared  in 
t  She  did  not  check  her  horse  until  under 
tree,  where  she  alighted,  by  a  single  bound, 
hitching  the  animal  to  a  hook  in  the  tree, 
moved  swiftly  towards  the  house.  My 
r  Patt  advanced  to  the  steps  of  the  piazza 
(ceive  this  unexpected  guest,  and  I  was  just 
ad  her  to  make  my  bow.  But  the  saluta- 
I  of  Opportunity  were  hasty  and  far  from 
g  very  composed.  She  glanced  around  her, 
itained  the  precise  condition  of  her  brother, 
taking  my  arm,  she  led  me  into  the  library 
very  little,  or,  indeed,  with  no  ceremony; 
to  give  this  young  woman  her  due,  she  was 
reon  of  great  energy  when  there  was  any- 
y  serious  to  be  done.  The  only  sign  of 
Citing,  in  the  slightest  degree,  from  the 
Dt  in  view,  wad  pausing  one  instant,  in 
ing,  to  make  her  compliments  to  my  grand- 
ler. 

What,  in  the  name  of  wonder,,  do  you  mean 
0  with  Sen?"  demanded  this  active  young 
,  looking  at  me  intently,  with  an  expression 
hostile,  half-tender.  "You  are  standing 
an  earthquake,  Mr.  Hugh,  if  you  did  but 
If  it- 


I 


OR,    THE    REDSKIXS.  2\^ 

^alvoii,  't  will  be  tliclr  own.  Why,  tlie  whole 
Country  is  up,  and  the  report  has  gone  forth,  far 
Jind  near,  that  you  have  brought  in  with  you  a 
*et  of  blo:>dthir;*ty  savages  from  the  prairies  to 
cut  the  throats  of  women  and  children,  and  drive 
off  the  tenants,  that  you  may  get  all  the  farms 
into  your  own  hands  before  the  lives  fall  in. 
Some  folks  say,  these  savages  have  had  a  list  of 
•U  the  lives  named  in  your  leases  given  to  them, 
Md  that  they  are  to  make  way  with  all  such 
people  first,  that  you.  may  have  the  law  as  much 
9B  possible  on  your  side.  You  stand  on  an 
earthquake,  Mr.  Hugh ; — you  do,  indeed !' 

"  My  dear  Opportunity,"  I  answered,  laugh- 
ing, **  I  am  infinitely  obliged  to  you  for  all  this 
attention  to  my  interests,  and  freely  own  that 
on  Saturday  night  you  were  of  great  service  to 
me ;  but  I  must  now  think  that  you  magnify 
the  danger — that  you  colour  the  picture  too 
high." 

"  Not  in  the  least.  I  do  protest,  you  stand 
on  an  earthquake ;  and,  as  your  friend,  I  have 
ridden  over  here  to  tell  you  as  much,  while 
there  is  yet  time." 

"  To  get  oflT  it,  I  suppose  you  mean.  But 
how  can  all  these  evil  and  bloodthirsty  reports 
be  abroad,  when  the  characters  of  the  Western 
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InXL^ns  are,  as  you  oirn  vourselC  understood, 
s;:ii  :he  dreaJ  of  them  that  did  exist  in  the  town 
L^  entirely  vanished !  There  is  a  oontradicdon 
ia  tLiaw" 

''^  AVhy.  you  know  how  it  is^  in  anti-fent 
ilziesw  When  an  excitement  is  needed,  folb 
•i:-*:  5i:ok  at  facts  very  closely,  but  repcit 
:l±i^  and  make  things,  just  as  it  happens  to 
rtc  cv  nTeaienu" 

*-  Trje :  I  can  understand  this,  and  have  no 
v£jE:u.:y  in  believing  you  now.  But  have  yoo 
.vcie  b^iv  this  morning  simply  to  let  me  knov 
-.1^  >ur.^or  which  besets  me  from  this  quarter!^ 

*r  I  relieve  Fm  always  only  too  ready  togallop 

oT^r  :o  the  Nest !    But  eveiybody  has  nine 

vcuLiix'ss  or  other,  and  I  suppose  I  am  to  be  no 

^xx^tion  to  the  rule,**  returned  Opportmutj, 

vb.^  iv>ubtless  fancied  the  moment  propitioaB  to 

tlr.-^w  in  a  volley  towards  achieving  her  poX 

o:c^u«:si«  and   who  reinforced  that  roBej  of 

w^cis  with  such  a  glance  of  the  ey^  as  aoM 

be:  a  nK>st   practised  picaroon  on  the  ma  ^ 

2j:taik>a  ciniM  have  thrown.     ''Bnt^  H^^— I 

c&Il  you  Hugh,  Mr.  Littlepag^  fiir  joa  mm 

atoce  like  Hugh  to  me,  than  like  the  ffM^ 

^vil-Bunded  aristocrat,  and  haid-hearfiel  hat 

kvd^  tkii  folks  want  to  make  you  ool  to  fe" 
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I  never  could  have  told  you  what  I  did  last 
\ty  had  I  supposed  it  would  bring  Sen  into 
difficulty." 

I  can  very  well  understand  how  unplea- 
:ly  you  are  situated  as  respects  your  brother, 
Jortunity,  and  your   friendly  services   will 

be  forgotten  in  the   management   of  his 
ire." 

■  If  you  are  of  this  mind,  why  won't  you 
er  these  Injins  to  get  him  out  of  the  hands 
your  real  savages,"  returned  Opportunity, 
Jungly.  "  I'll  promise  for  him,  that  Sen  will 
off,  and  stay  off  for  some  months,  if  you 
st  on't ;  when  all  is  forgotten,  he  can  come 
k  agairr." 

'Is  the  release  of  your  brother,  then,  the 
?ct  of  this  visit  from  the  Injins  ?" 
'  Partly  so — they  're  bent  on  having  him. 
's  in  all  the  secrets  of  the  anti-renters,  and 
l^'re  afraid  for  their  very  lives,  so  long  as 
)  in  your  hands.  Should  he  get  a  little 
"ed,  and  give  up  only  one-quarter  of  what  he 
►ws,  there  'd  be  no  peace  in  the  county  for  a 
Ivemonth." 

Lt  this  instant,  and  before  there  was  time  to 
ie  an  answer,  I  was  summoned  to  the  piazza, 

Injins  approaching  so  near  as  to  induce  my 
^OL.  m.  L 
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liowever,  the  I^jins  gave  a  discordant  yell,  and 
many  of  them  sprang  forward,  as  if  in  haste  to 
overtake,  and  probably  to  arrest  htm.  Just  as 
we  all  involuntarily  arose,  under  a  common  feel- 
ing of  interest  in  the  fate  of  the  good  rector, 
Mary  darted  from  the  piazza,  was  at  her  father's 
nde  and  in  his  arms  so  quickly,  as  to  seem  to 
have  flown  there.  Clinging  to  his  side,  she 
appeared  to  urge  him  towards  us.  But  Mr. 
Warren  adopted  a  course  much  wiser  than  that 
of  flight  would  have  been.  Conscious  of  having 
said  or  done  no  more  than  his  duty,  he  stopped 
and  faced  his  pursuers.  The  act  of  Mary 
Warren  had  produced  a  check  to  the  intended 
proceedings  of  these  lawless  men,  and  the  calm, 
dignified  aspect  of  the  divine  completed  his 
ooniqucst  The  leaders  of  the  Injins  paused, 
conferred  together,  ^hen  all  who  had  issued 
from  the  main  body  returned  to  their  companions 
beneath  the  tree,  leaving  Mr.  Warren  and  his 
charming  daughter  at  liberty  to  join  us  un- 
molested, and  with  decorum. 

The  instant  Mary  Warren  left  the  piazza  on 
her  pious  errand,  I  sprang  forward  to  follow 
her  with  an  impulse  I  could  not  controL 
Although  my  own  power  over  this  impulsive 
movement  was  so  small,  that  of  my  unde  and 
l2 
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gnndmother  was  greater.  Hie  fomer  tont 
tie  ^irt  of  my  frod^  and  beld  me  laek  hj 
vabi  strength,  n^lule  the  ii^t  toadi  rf  Al 
latter  had  eren  greater  power. '  Boib  i 
etrated,  and  with  so  much  olmcNia 
tint  I  saw  the  follj  of  what  I  was  abmrt  mU 
ijKtant.  and  abandoned  my  denlgB,  Bli  / 
fidkn  into  the  hands  of  the  9ga&-teB^tnt%  Apr 
nomentarr  triumph,  at  leas^  wooli  limkKi 
complete. 

Mr.  VTarren  ascended  the  st^i  of  dn  fim 
with  a  mien  as  unaltered,  and  aa  air  M.wA' 
turbed,  as  if  about  to  enter  faia  owm  chvek 
The  good  old  gentl^nan  had  so  pdioobilii 
fedings  and  was  &j  much  acctistoiiiid  to  ii|| 
hickself  as  especially  protected^  or  ae  io  neaif 
to  sufl^.  when  in  the  dischai^  of  uny  9mm 
duty^  that  I  have  had  oocasioiM  to  a^ccrtxiii  feu 
was  unknown  to  him.  As  for  Mary,  ne rer  bd 
dke  appeared  so  truly  lorely,  a?  e]io  aseevM 
the  steps^  still  clinghig  fondly  and  coofidSaglj 
to  his  arm.  The  excitement  of  smdi  a  leaf 
bad  brought  more  than  the  usiisd  quantity  J 
hlood  into  her  face,  ami  the  brilbuiey  of  W 
eyes  was  augmented  hj  tliat  eiivitni^taiiieeft  ptr* 
haps;  hut  I  fiaicietl  t!mt  a  m^tv  dmnmi 
picture  gf  feminiuf ■  softoe^,  hleudcd  wiihtk 
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self-devotion  of  the  child,  could  not  have  been 
imagined  by  the  mind  of  man. 

Patt,  dear,  generous  girl,  sprang  forward  to 
embrace  her  friend,  which  she  did  with  warmth 
and  honest  fervour,  and  my  venerable  grand- 
mother kissed  her  on  both  cheeks,  while  the 
other  two  girls  were  not  backward  in  giving  the 
customary  signs  of  the  sympathy  of  their  sex. 
My  uncle  Ro  even  went  so  far  as  gallantly  to 
kiss  her  hand,  causing  the  poor  giiTs  face  to  be 
suffused  with  blushes,  while  poor  Hugh  was 
obliged  to  keep  in  the  background,  and  content 
himself  with  looking  his  admiration.  I  got  one 
glance,  however,  from  the  sweet  creature,  that 
was  replete  with  consolation,  since  it  assured 
me  that  my  forbearance  was  understood,  and 
attributed  to  its  right  motive. 

In  that  singular  scene,  the  men  of  the  prai- 
ries alone  appeared  to  be  unmoved.  Even  the 
domestics  and  workmen  had  betrayed  a  powerful 
interest  in  this  generous  act  of  Mary  Warren's, 
the  females  all  screaming  in  chorus,  very  much 
as  a  matter  of  course.  But,  not  an  Indian 
moved.  Scarce  one  turned  Iris  eyes  from  the 
countenance  of  Susquesus,  though  all  must 
have  been  conscious  that  something  of  interest 
was  going  on  so  near  them,  by  the  concern  w^ 
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^oimdof  aliaipmer  usedin  the chuivli, everything 
bad  been  conducted  with  so  much  niauageiuent, 
that  the  canopy  had  been  taken  down,  and  re- 
moved bodily,  without  any  one  in  the  rectory's 
knowing  the  fact.  The  latter  had  become  known 
«t  the  Nest,  solely  by  the  circumstance  that  the 
object  which  had  so  lately  canopied  aristocracy 
in  St.  Andrew's,  Ravensnest,  was  now  canopying 
pigs  up  at  the  farm-house.  The  good  divine 
expressed  his  surprise  a  little  strongly,  and,  as  I 
thought,  his  regrets  a  little  indifferently.  He 
was  not  one  to  countenance  illegality  and  vio- 
lence, and  least  of  all  that  peculiarly  American 
vice,  envy;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  he  was  not 
one  to  look  with  favour  on  the  empty  distinc- 
tions, as  set  up  between  men  equally  sinners 
and  in  need  of  grace  to  redeem  them  from  a 
common  condemnation,  in  the  house  of  God. 
As  the  grave  is  known  to  be  the  great  level- 
ler of  the  human  race,  so  ought  the  church 
to  be  used  as  a  preparatory  step  in  descending 
to  the  plain  that  all  must  occupy,  in  spirit  at 
least,  before  they  can  hope  to  be  elevated  to  any, 
even  of  the  meanest  places,  among  the  many 
mansions  of  our  Father's  house! 

There  was  but  a  shoi*t  breathing  time  given 
US,  however,  before  the  Injins  again  advanced 
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It  wad  soon  evident  they  did  not  loe&ii  lo  t^ 
main  mere  idle  spectators  of  the  mene  thai  mi 
in  the  course  of  enacttnent  on  tlic  piazza,  but 
that  it  was  their  intention  to  become  actoi¥,ia 
some  mode  or  other-  Forming  thcmaelvcf  into 
a  line,  that  savoured  a  great  deal  rooru  of  tbt 
nuLitia  of  thia  great  republic  than  of  the  ffir- 
riora  of  the  West,  thej  came  on  tmuiping,  witli 
the  design  of  fitriking  terror  iota  our  wuk 
Our  arrangements  were  made,  howtfverj  And  on 
our  part  every  thing  was  conducted  juit  as  < 
could  have  wished.  The  ladies,  influe 
my  grandmother,  retained  their  seat% 
door;  the  men  of  the  household  were  dtaadingv 
but  c^a tinned  stationary,  wbile  not  aa  lodiiil 
stirred*  As  for  Susquesus,  he  had  Itred  ftr 
beyond  surprises  and  all  emotions  of  the  low^ 
clas3|  and  the  men  of  the  prairies  appeitred  in 
take  their  cuea  from  him.  So  long  as  he  csii* 
tinued  immovable,  they  seemed  dkjtoeod  bd 
remain  immovable  also.  M 

The  distance  between  the  tree  and  the  piasa^ 
did  not  much  exceed  a  hundred  yard*,  andlittk 
time  waa  necessary  to  march  acroes  it,  1  r\^ 
marked,  however,  that,  contrary  to  the  lawi  of 
attraction,  the  nearer  the  Injins*  line  gpl  to  iti 
^al,  the  slower  and  more  unsteftdy  it«  noi^ 


\iisi  as  ooa  I 
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Qent  became.  It  also  lost  its  formation^  bending 
Uo  curves,  though  its 'tramps  became  louder 
'd  louder,  as  if  those  who  were  in.it,  wished 
fceep  alive  their  own  courage  by  noise. 
^^Mi  within  fifty  feet  of  the  steps,  they  ceased 
*<ivance  at  all,  merely  stamping  with  their 
^'^  as  if  hoping  to  frighten  us  into  flight.  I 
^*ght  this  a  favourable  moment  to  do  that 
*^^li  it  had  been  decided  between  my  uncle 

*  myself  ought  to  be  done  by  me,  as  owner  of 
^  I>roperty  these  lawless  men  had  thus  invaded, 
^pping  to  the  front  of  the  piazza,  I  made  a 
S^  for  attention.  The  tramping  ceased  all  at 
^Ce,  and  I  had  a  profound  silence  for  my  speech, 

**  You  know  me,  all  of  you,"  I  said,  quietly  I 
5iow,  and  I  trust  firmly;  "and  you  know, 
hercfore,  that  I  am  the  owner  of  this?  housQ 
nd  these  lands.  As  such  owner,  I  order  every 
lan  among  you  to  quit  the  place,  and  go  into 
le  highway,  or  upan  the  property  of  some 
her  person.  Whoever  remains,  after  this 
>tice,  will  be  a  trespasser,  and  the  evil  done 
f  a  trespasser  is  doubly  serious  in  the  eyes 

•  the  law." 

I  uttered  these  words  loud  enough  to  be 
sard  by  everybody  present,  but  I  cannot  pre* 
ind  that  they  were  attended  by  much  success. 
l3 
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Hie  calico  bundles  turned  towards  each  oAer, 
and  there  was  an  appearance  of  a  sort  of  cooh 
motion,  but  the  leaders  composed  the  people 
the  omnipotent  people  in  this  instanoe,  as  thqf 
do  in  most  others.  The  soverrignty  of  tk 
mass  is  a  capital  thing  as  a  principle  and  onM 
in  a  long  while  it  evinces  a  great  good  in  pnD- 
tice ;  in  a  certain  sense,  it  is  alwqfS  woiidig 
good,  by  holding  a  particular  daas  of  aoH 
odious  and  intolerable  abuses  in  dieck;  bttl^ia 
for  the  practice  of  every-day  politioal 
ment,  their  imperial  majesties,  the  ( 
America,  of  whom  I  happen  to  be  ons^  hn« 
quite  as  little  connexion  with  the  mcasuits  iSiej 
are  made  to  seem  to  demand,  and  to  floatiin,  is 
the  Nawab  of  Oude;  if  the  TCnglwhj  who  m 
so  disinterested  as  to  feel  a  generous  MDcen 
for  the  rights  of  mankind,  whenever  Ae  gnst 
republic  adds  a  few  acres  to  the 
homestead,  have  left  any  sueh 
existence. 

So  it  was  with  the  decimOn  of  Uie  ' 
and  armed,"  on  the  occanon  I 
They  decided  that  no  other  notice  ikMlft  li 
taken  of  my  summons  to  qnit^  ffcan  n  fltn* 
temptuous  yell,  though  they  Iiad  to 
from  their  leaders  what ' 


ry 
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ley  knew  themselves.  The  shout  was  pretty 
leneral,  notwithstanding,  and  it  had  one  good 
ffect ;  that  of  satisfying  the  Injins,  themselves, 
;1iat  they  had  made  a  clear  demonstration  of 
their  contempt  of  my  authority,  which  they 
Smcied  victory  suflScient  for  the  moment ; 
Devertheless,  the  demonstration  did  not  end 
exactly  here.  Certain  cries,  and  a  brief  dlar 
I^Jgue,  succeeded,  which  it  may  be  well  to 
wcori 

^King  Littlepage,**  called  out  one,  from 
■nwng  the  "  disguised  and  armed,"  "  what  has 
wome  of  your  throne  ?  St.  Andrew's  meeting- 
^^  has  lost  its  monarch's  throne  P 

"His  pigs  have  set  up  for  great  aristocrats  of 
*te;  presently  they'll  want  to  be  patroons." 

**  Hugh  Littlepage,  be  a  man ;  come  down 
^  ft  level  with  your  fellow-citizens,  and  don't 
****k  yourself  any  better  than  other  folks. 
^u  »re  but  flesh  and  blood  a'ter  all." 
**  Why  don't  you  invite  me  to  come  and  dine 
^h  you,  as  well  as  priest  Warren?  I  can 
^  as  well  as  any  man  in  the  county,  and  as 

**  Tes,  and  hell  drinh^  too,  Hugh  Littlepage; 
pvovlde  your  best  liquor  the  day  he's  to  be 
^ited.'' 
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be  right.  As  for  the  judges,  and  their  charges, 
hey  have  lost  most  of  their  influence,  under  the 
uperation  of  this  nefarious  system,  and  count 
but  for  very  little  in  the  administration  of  jus- 
tice, either  at  Nisi  Prius  or  at  Oyer  Terminer. 
These  are  melancholy  truths,  that  any  man  who 
quits  his  theories  and  descends  into  the  arena 
of  practice  will  soon  ascertain  to  be  such,  to  his 
wonder  and  alarm,  if  he  be  a  novice  and  an 
konest  man.  A  portion  of  this  unhappy  state 
of  things  is  a  consequence  of  the  legislative 
wukcring  that  has  destroyed  one  of  the  most 
**ealthful  provisions  of  the  common  law,  in  pro- 
W>iting  the  judges  to  punish  for  contempt, 
ooless  for  outrages  committed  in  open  court 
Oie  press,  in  particular,  now  profits  by  this 
**^punity,  and  influences  the  decision  of  nearly 
'Very  case  that  can  at  all  enlist  public  feeling. 
Ul  these  things  men  feel,  and  few  who  are 
^Dg  care  for  the  law;  for  those  who  are 
>ght,  it  is  true,  there  is  still  some  danger.  My 
Xicle  Ro  says  America  is  no  more  like  what 
Lm^rica  was  in  this  respect  twenty  years  since, 
lan  Kamtschatka  is  like  Italy.  For  myself,  I 
'ish  to  state  the  truth ;  exaggerating  nothing, 
or  yet  taking  refuge  in  a  dastardly  conceal- 
lent. 
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Txi-nin:!  *:  :•*  'Trivt^rores  on  the  threflhoU 
«  ir-  »w^  i«  tr.  I  irtirTiiia-^d  to  ay  sometlui^ 
2^  I  •?rTr:r»f:  to  zij  r-"A!*.  Men  like  Hnm 
nerr^  Tie  nzi  iji^*^  xnierstaad  tbat  akoce 
Tn»t--^^r  T"  El  r-:iir;!nrt:  anil  I  fancied  h  bell 
-XI  nuiL?  T^'se  fcn  :c  i  r?ply  to  tihe  speechttl 
jjTT,  ^..  p^e-L  KXif  r :  Twinzj  more  of  tlie  mm 
nuru   -aiihr?.     M.ciir^iiiig  tSx*  <3enoe,  I  ig^n 


"a :  ?  'qnit  mj  kwn,  m  Ai 
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2nirai:r?r  r  rri  :•  r^er."'  I  aid.  **  an^  by  le- 
icunissr-  ~:(i  32u^i  J^cI^seIres  tref{WB8efSi  Ai 
iir  ▼•!jr  TTM  "aaTi?  .i>ce  to  my  pew,  I  sboaU 
Tiar>i  -ni  ?:r  :-::.  idd  :?  3>x  been  done  ia  no- 
^aci  n  :r  :3i!  r\^: :  ^:^  it  wn$  fidly  my  inteatioi 
3J  u".'  ino:  r.iz*:rT  remoTcd  a«  soon  as  da 
jjeti:?'!  i^ircr  it  zjj  ?nfci»ide<L  I  am  as  nadi 
ipi;ir«««i  7 :  iL«rj2i:c*.Mi«  of  any  sott  in  die  boan 
it  >?ti  is^  ir.j  :i  yen  can  be^  and  desire  tben 
3UC  -tjr  zpie&r.  :r  &ny  beloi^ii^  to  me.  li^ 
iir  I'.r'i.n'r  :<i:  e«]'^  rigbts  with  all  my  (ieDov- 
J^a'^a^ :  :  jar  w  f  property  dioold  be  as  and 
pr.T^T^i  15  ::rtf:r«.  bat  not  more  aa  Bat»  I  & 
isL'C  .v£zi.*etve  xhax  yon  or  any  nmn  haa  a  right  H 
^  ^.*  joasv  ia  my  wimtMs  gooda  any  aaore  Afl 
I  onve  a  r^hc  to  ask  to  share  in  hia;  that  jff 
cut  laxe  jiKtIy  claim  a  portion  of  nj  hak 


OB,   THB  RED6KIXS.  231 

bin  I  can  claim  a  share  in  your  cattle  and 
rops.    It  is  a  poor  rule  that  does  not  work  both 

**  YouVe  an  aristocrat,"  cried  one  from  among 
he  InjinSf  "or  you'd  be  willing  to  let  other 
acn  have  as  much  land  as  you  've  got  yourself. 
Tou're  a  patroon ;  and  all  patroons  are  aristo- 
nts,  and  hatefuL" 

"  An  aristocrat,"  I  answered,  "  is  one  of  a  few 
rho  wield  political  power.  The  highest  birth, 
be  largest  fortune,  the  most  exclusive  associa- 
Hm  would  not  make  an  aristocrat,  without  the 
ddition  of  a  narrow  political  power.  In  thia 
(Hmtry  there  are  no  aristocrats,  because  there 
'no  narrow  political  power.  There  is,  how- 
^  a  spurious  aristocracy,  which  you  do  not 
^cognise,  merely  because  it  does  not  happen  to 
^  in  the  hands  of  gentlemen.  Demagogues 
^d  editors  are  your  privileged  classes,  and 
^nsequently  your  aristocrats,  and  none  others. 
B  for  your  landlord  aristocrats,  listen  to  a  true 
le,  which  will  satisfy  you  how  far  they  deserve 

be  called  an  aristocracy.  Mark!  what  I  now 
tt  you  is  religious  truth,  and  it  deserves  to  be 
iown,  far  and  near,  wherever  your  cry  of 
■iatocracy  reaches.  There  is  a  landlord  in  this 
^ate,  a  man  of  large  means,  who  became  liable 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

"  How  £ur  that  little  candle  throws  his  beams ; 
So  shines  a  good  deed  in  a  naughty  world.'* 

Shakspears. 

I  HAVE  said  that  my  narrative  of  the  manner 
^  which  justice  is  sometimes  meted  out  among 
«  was  not  without  its  effect  on  even  that  rude 
•od  of  selfish  ^d  envious  rioters :  rude,  be- 
*iWe  Betting  at  naught  reason  and  the  law  ;  and 
'Ifish,  because  induced  so  to  do  by  covQtous- 
^  and  the  desire  to  substitute  the  tenants 
f*  those  whom  they  fancied  to  be  better  off 

the  world  than  they  were  themselves.  A 
^found  stillness  succeeded;  and  after  th^ 
Jxdles  of  calico  had  whispered  one  with  an- 
^er  for  a  moment  or  two,  they  remained 
i^t,  seemingly  indisposed,  just  then,  at  least, 
iiiolest  us  any  farther.  I  thought  the  momen^ 
^ourable^  and  fell  back  to  my  old  station,  de- 
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Hot  molest  you,"  he  added ;  ^^  but  if  any  man 
amongst  you  has  ever  been  on  the  prer-ies,  he 
must  understand  enough  of  the  natur'  of  a  red- 
skin to  know  that  when  he*s  in  'aimest  he  is  in 
'aimest.  Men  who  are  on  a  journey  three 
thousand  miles  in  length,  don't  turn  aside  for 
trifles,  which  is  ^a  sign  that  serious  business 
has  brought  these  chiefs  here." 

Whether  it  was  that  this  admonition  pro- 
duced an  effect,  or  that  curiosity  influenced  the 
^di^uised  and  armed,"  or  that  they  did  not 
choose  to  proceed  to  extremities,  or  that  all 
three  considerations  had  their  weight,  is  more 
than  I  can  say  ;  but  it  is  certain  the  whole  band 
remained  stationary,  quiet  and  interested  ob- 
servers of  what  now  occurred,  until  an  inter- 
ruption took  place,  which  will  be  related  in 
proper  time.  Manytongues,  who  had  posted 
himself  near  the  centre  of  the  piazza,  to  inter- 
pret, now  signified  to  the  chiefs  that  they  might 
pursue  their  own  purposes  in  tranquillity.  After 
a  decent  pause,  the  same  young  warrior  who 
had  "called  up"  Jaaf,  in  the  first  instance,  now 
rose  again,  and  with  a  refinement  in  politeness 
that  would  be  looked  for  in  vain  in  most  of  the 
deliberative  bodies  of  civilized  men,  adverted 
to  the  circumstance  that  the  negro  had  not 
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knew  every  one  of  the  family  then  living,  and 
lonoured  and  loved  us  accordingly,  at  the  very 
Boments  he  would  fancy  we  had  been  present 
It  scenes  that  occurred  when  our  great-grand- 
)arent8  were  young  people.  But  to  the  speech — 
"What  all  dem  fellow  want,  bundle  up  in 
sdico,  like  so  many  squaw  ?  "  growled  out  Jaaf, 
18  soon  as  on  his  legs,  and  looking  intently  at 
;he  Injins,  ranged  as  they  were  in  a  line  four 
leep,  quite  near  the  piazza.  "  Why  you  let  'em 
5ome,  Masscr  Hugh,  Masser  Hodge,  Masscr 
Vfalbone,  Mnsscr  Mordant — which  you  be  here, 
low,  I  don't  know,  dere  so  many,  and  it  so  l:ard 
:o  'member  cbbery  t'ing  ?  Oh !  I  so  ole ! — I  do 
«ron'er  when  my  time  come  I  Dere  Sus,  too,  /le 
rood  for  nuttin'  at  all.  Once  he  great  walker — 
jrcat  warrior — great  hunter — pretty  good  fellow 
br  redskin  ;  but  he  quite  wore  out.  Don't  see 
nuch  use  why  he  lib  any  longer.  Injingood  for 
luttin'  when  he  cant  hunt.  Sometime  he  make 
3asket  and  broom ;  but  dey  uses  better  broom 
now,  and  Injin  lose  dat  business.  What  dem 
calico  debbil  want  here,  eh.  Miss  Patty  ?  Dere 
redskin,  too-^two,  t'ree,  four — all  come  to  see 
Sus.  Won'er  nigger  don't  come  to  see  me !  Ole 
black  good  as  ole  red-man.     Where  dem  fellow 
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get  all  dat  calico,  and  put  over  deir  £Me  ? 
Hodge,  what  all  dat  mean?" 

^  These  are  anti-renters,  JaaC  my  vndc 
coldlv  answered.  ''  Men  that  wish  to  ownjoir 
Master  Hugh's  farms,  and  relieve  him  from  Ab 
trouble  of  receiving  any  more  rent.  Tlieycsanr 
their  faces,  I  presume,  to  conceal  their  bhulMb 
the  modesty  of  their  natures  sinkiiig  under  Ab 
sense  of  their  own  generosity." 

Although  it  is  not  very  probable  that  Jflf 
understood  the  whole  of  this  speech,  he  eon^n- 
hendeJ  a  part ;  for,  so  thoroughly  bad  Iub  feel- 
ings been  aroused  on  this  subject,  a  year  or  two 
carl:er.  when  his  mind  was  not  quite  so' mock 
dinime*!  as  at  present,  that  the  impieaaon  wttt 
was  indelible.  The  effect  of  what  my  uncle  wi 
nevertheless,  was  most  apparent  among  dn 
Injins,  who  barely  escaped  an  ouibreaL  My 
uncle  his  been  blamed  for  impnidenoe^  in  hmag 
nesorted  to  irony  on  such  an  occaaon;  lNit,aftff 
all.«  I  am  far  from  sure  good  did  not  oone  of  it 
Of  one  thing,  I  am  certain ;  notlni^  m  enr 
gained  by  temporizing  on  the  anlgeet  of  priMH 
pies ;  that  which  is  right,  bad  better  ahrajs  b 
fne^ly  said,  since  it  is  from  the 
made  of  the  truth,  as  concessionB  to 
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that  error  obtains  one-half  its  power.  Policy^ 
or  fear,  or  some  other  motive  kept  the  rising  ire 
of  the  Injins  under,  however,  and  no  interrup- 
tion occurred,  in  consequence  of  this  speecL 

"  What  you  want  here,  fellow  ?  "  demanded 
Jaaf,  roughly,  and  speaking  as  a  scold  would 
break  out  on  some  intrusive  boy.  "  Home  wid 
ye  I— get  out !  Oh\  1  do  grow  so  ole ! — I  wish 
I  was  as  I  was  when  young  for  your  sake,  you 
varmint  I  What  you  want  wid  Masser  Hugh's 
land? — why  dat  you  t'ink  to  get  gentle'em's 
property,  eh?  'Member  'e  time  when  your 
fadder  come  creepin'  and  beggin'  to  Masser 
Mordy,  to  ask  just  little  farm  to  lib  on,  and  be 
he  tenant,  and  try  to  do  a  little  for  he  family, 
like ;  and  now  come,  in  calico  bundle,  to  tell  my 
Masser  Hugh  dat  he  shan't  be  masser  of  he  own 
land.  Who  t/oify  I  want  to  know,  to  come  and 
talk  to  gentlc'em  in  dis  poor  fashion  ?  Go  home 
—get  out — off  wid  you,  or  you  hear  what  you 
don't  like." 

Now,  while  there  was  a  good  deal  of  "  nigger*' 
in  this  argument,  it  was  quite  as  good  as  that 
which  was  sometimes  advanced  in  support  of  the 
•*  spirit  of  the  Institutions,"  more  especially  that 
port  of  the  latter  which  is  connected  with 
'Varistocracy  "  and  '*  poodle  usages."    The  negro 
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ments  and  opinions  of  those  who  wish  to  become 
owners  of  other  men's  farms,  that  there  are  two 
sides  to  the  question ;  and,  in  the  way  of  argu- 
ment, I  do  not  see  but  one  is  quite  as  good  as 
the  other. 

One  could  hardly  refrain  from  smiling, 
notwithstanding  the  seriousness  of  the  circum- 
stances in  which  we  were  placed,  at  the  gravity 
of  the  Indians  during  the  continuance  of  this 
queer  episode.  Not  one  of  them  all  rose,  turned 
round,  or  manifested  the  least  impatience,  or 
even  curiosity.  The  presence  of  two  himdred 
armed  men,  bagged  in  calico,  did  not  inrluce 
them  to  look  about  them,  though  their  previous 
experience  with  this  gallant  dorps  may  possibly 
have  led  them  to  hold  it  somewhat  cheap. 

The  time  had  now  come  for  the  Indians  to 
carry  out  the  main  design  of  their  visit  to 
Ravensnest,  and  Prairiefire  slowly  arose  to 
speak.  The  reader  will  understand  that  Many- 
tongues  translated,  sentence  by  sentence,  all 
that  passed,  he  being  expert  in  the  different 
dialects  of  the  tribes,  some  of  which  had  carried 
that  of  the  Onondagoes  to  the  prairies.  In 
this  particular,  the  interpreter  was  a  somewhat 
remarkable  man,  not  only  rendering  what  was 
8ud  readily  and  without  hesitation,  but  ener- 
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ly  one  thing  about  him,  that  ought  not  to  be. 
3  was  bom  a  red-man,  but  has  lived  so 
ig  with  the  pale-faceSy  that  when  he  does  go 
'ay  to  the  Happy  Hunting-Grounds,  we  are 
"aid  the  good  spirits  will  mistake  him  for 
pale-face,  and  point  out  the  wrong  path. 
Lould  this  happen,  the  red-men  would  lose  the 
pright  of  the  Onondagoes,  for  ever.  It 
ould  not  be.  My  father  does  not  wish  it  to 
.  He  will  think  better.  He  will  come  back 
long  his  children,  and  leave  his  wisdom  and 
noe  among  the  people  of  his  own  colour, 
sk  him  to  do  this. 

'It  is  a  long  path,  now,  to  the  wigwams  of 

-men.     It  was  not  so  once,  but  the  path  has 

I  stretched.     It  is  a  very  long  path.     Our 

ig  men  travel  it  often,  to  visit  the  graves  of 

fathers,  and  they  know  how  long  it  is. 

ongue  is  not  crooked,  but  it  is  straight ;  it 

ot  sing  a  false  song — it  tells  my  father  the 

The  path  is  very  long.  But  the  pale-faces 

iderful  1  What  have  they  not  done  ?  What 

\j  not  do?     They  have  made  canoes  and 

that  fly  swift  as  the  birds.  The  deer  could 

h  them.      They  have  wiogs  of  fire,  and 

»ary.     They  go  when  men  sleep.     The 

>ng,  but  it  is  soon  travelled  with  such 
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¥:z:^  JL-  -iiriiir  ^iz,  zzoke  the  journey,  tnd 
i:  TT.n.-u  t  T-^ar-nie*?*.  Le:  hzm  try  it  His 
■r'  :T->n  t"!!  "^r  ^:«  •£  :*r«  oc  him.  Unck 
'T^iii  T-11  --:  i^n  -tnj?  cu  Aad  he  will  wwit 
iLTTii-'^.  r'ltfn*  T-inf  =.  -e  Allures  for  the  Hap|ij 
'£:::i:iz^-.Tr.aztii?L  le  -^H  sut  mistake  the  pidit 
ac^  T-Il  I-"!  T-jLi  rei-zi^n  z:e  eTer." 

T-...I    Tisr    itL--=irei  widi  grett  ^Sgiatj 

jTip.--^^^      I    rvcLfi  7<t^   i2as   SuaqiieBas 

n  :. -•-;  v:ri  rii^r  r^-^rje^^  aaJ  MX  the 

:i.u   1^  yjiLThiZiz,  :  J  iiTisj  tribes  from  Uie 

Ti-^.r  -^ — c-Vts-   :c  viii'i   he  had  nefcr  efoi 

It--.-,  nr  li^  rrk£t3:-a&  ia  he  %imugeL  days— 

'jd'.=  <•  "iir  r     £•.  JTsci^f  to  has  character;  to 

'-. .  :t:sr  ^:Tn  -;    nj  j^  ,5e  IB  thesT  midift-    It 

>  r-ik'.  le  3ias?c  oa^^  kscws  that  the  Ikag— H 

1  :at;  .iii  N<v  Y>:«  tribet  hai  i 

iKir  T-17  X'  :ai:ee  issaac  n^n 

r  ^rciil  3lc  iQZ  :e  jcecaxa^  to  learm  Aal  i 

sit;^  joLi  tsact^wofd  IB  ■■■■**"n^  ao  atraag  aa 

iwr^ssua  fit  iS^  fitwor  bj  mama  af  Acir 

r:nc^;!tf!xc&ri:a&     M^iist  meB  of  hia  gttat  9 

v'iUiit  i&kTu  Skb  cfiKttsible  to  iadBag^  af  Aii 

att;.     5iic&.  31  a  great  degree^  via  dv  fat 

V -xa  Jj&ir:  boc  isch  w  aot  ths  tarn  «&  At 

vAa/mai:?.^.   A:»  he  had  amd  in  hi 
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his  visitors,  his  mind  dwelt  more  on  the 
enes  of  his  youth,  and  native  emotions  came 
esher  to  his  spirit,  now,  than  they  had  done 
ren  in  middle  age.  All  that  remained  of  his 
outhAil  fire  seemed  ta  be  awakened,  and  he 
id  not  appear  that  morning,  except  when  com- 
pelled to  walk  and  in  his  outward  person,  to  be 
i  man  who  had  seen  much  more  than  his  three- 
core  years  and  ten. 

As  a  matter  of  course,  now  that  the  chiefs 
torn  the  prairies  had  so  distinctly  made  known 
ie  great  object  of  their  visit,  and  so  vividly 
wrtrayed  their  desire  to  receive  back,  into  the 
Joeom  of  their  communities,  one  of  their  colour 
ind  race,  it  remained  for  the  Onondago  to  let 
tie  manner  in  which  he  viewed  this  proposition 
>e  known.  The  profound  stillness  that  reigned 
utmnd  him  must  have  assured  the  old  Indian 
W  anxiously  his  reply  was  expected.  It  ex- 
^ed  even  to  the  "  disguised  and  armed,"  who, 
by  this  time,  seemed  to  be  as  much  absorbed  in 
dte  interest  of  this  curious  scene  as  any  of  us 
vlko  occupied  the  piazza.  I  do  believe  that 
VA^rentism  was  momentarily  forgotten  by  all 
(vties — ^tenants,  as  well  as  landlords ;  landlords, 
IS  well  as  tenants^  I  dare  say,  Prairiefire  had 
td[eii  his  seat  three  minutes  ere   Susquesus 
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intense  was  their  interest ;  here  and  there  one 
of  their  number  explaining  in  soft  guttural  tones, 
certain  passages  in  the  speech  to  some  other 
Indians,  who  did  not  fully  comprehend  the  dia- 
lect in  which  they  were  uttered.  After  a  time, 
Susquesus  proceeded :  "  Yes,  I  lived  alone.  A 
young  squaw  ttcu  to  have  entered  my  wigwam 
and  stfdd  there.  She  never  came.  She  wished 
to  enter  it,  but  she  did  not.  Another  warrior 
had  her  promise,  and  it  was  right  that  she  should 
keep  her  word.  Her  mind  was  heavy  at  first, 
but  she  lived  to  feel  that  it  is  good  to  be  just. 
No  squaw  has  ever  lived  in  any  wigwam  of 
nune.  I  did  not  think  ever  to  be  a  father :  but 
860  how  different  it  has  turned  out !  I  am  now 
"*e  father  of  all  red-men  1  Every  Indian  war- 
^OT  IS  my  son.  You  are  my  children ;  I  will 
own  you  when  we  meet  on  the  pleasant  paths 
Dcyond  the  hunts  you  make  to-day.  You  wiU 
^^  me  father,  and  I  will  call  you  sons. 

*  That  will  be  enough.  You  ask  me  to  go 
on  the  long  path  with  you,  and  leave  my  bones 
^^  the  prairies.  I  have  heard  of  those  hunting- 
F^^nds.  Our  ancient  traditions  told  us  of 
™^Ua.  *  Towards  the  rising  sun/  they  said, 
^  a  great  salt  lake,  and  towards  the  setting 
roxi,  great  lakes  of  sweet  water.     Across  the 
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^hce  traditions.  Both  speak  of  the  Great 
Irity  but  only  one  speak  of  his  Son.  A  soft 
ce  has  been  whispering  in  my  ear,  lately, 
ch  of  the  Son  of  God.  Do  they  speak  to 
I  in  that  way  on  the  prairies  ?  I  know  not 
it  to  think. — I  wish  to  think  what  is  right ; 

it  is  not  easy  to  understand." 
lere  Susquesus  paused;  then  he  took  his 
t,  with  the  air  of  one  who  was  at  a  loss  how 
explain  his  own  feelings.  Prairiefire  waited  a 
)ectful  time  for  him  to  continue  his  address, 

perceiving  that  he  rose  not,  he  stood  up, 
flelf,  to  request  a  fiulher  explanation. 

My  father  has  spoken  wisdom,"  he  said, 
id  his  children  have  listened.  They  have 
heard  enough ;  they  wish  to  hear  more.  If 
father  is  tired  of  standing,  he  can  sit ;  his 
dren  do  not  ask  him  to  stand.  They  ask  to 
w  where  that  soft  voice  came  from,  and 

*  it  said?" 

usquesuB  did  not  rise,  now,  but  he  prepared 
a  reply.     Mr.  Warren  was  standing  quite 

*  him,  and  Mary  was  leaning  on  his  arm. 
signed  for  the  father  to  advance  a  step 

wo,  in  complying  with  which,  the  parent 
ight  forth  the  unconscious  child  also. 
See,    my  children,"   resumed    Susquesus. 
m3 
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lO  rose  in  the  legislative  halls  to  discuss  the 
Dject. 

'*  These  men  are  not  warriors/*  continued 
tequesufi.  **  They  hide  their  faces  and  they 
pry  rifles,  but  they  frighten  none  but  the 
oaws  and  papooses.  When  they  take  a  scalp, 
is  because  they  are  a  hundred,  and  their 
emies  one.  They  are  not  braves.  Why  do 
ey  come  at  all  ?  What  do  they  want  ?  They 
mt  the  land  of  this  young  chief.  My  chil- 
en,  all  the  land,  far  and  near,  was  ours.  The 
le-&ces  came  with  their  papers,  and  made 
WB,  and  said,  *  It  is  well  I  We  want  this  land, 
lore  is  plenty  farther  west  for  you  red-men. 
)  there,  and  hunt,  and  fish,  and  plant  your 
m,  and  leave  us  this  land.'  Our  red  brethren 
1  as  they  were  asked  to  do.  The  pale-faces 
d  it  as  they  wished.  They  made  laws,  and 
H  the  land,  as  the  red-men  sell  the  skins  of 
avers.  When  the  money  was  paid,  each  pale- 
^  got  a  deed,  and  tliought  he  owned  all 
rt  he  had  paid  for.  But  the  wicked  spirit 
*t  drove  out  the  red-man  is  now  about  to 
^e  off  the  pale-face  chiefs.  It  is  the  same 
^,  and  it  is  no  other.  He  wanted  land  then, 
d  he  wants  land  now.  There  is  one  difference, 
d  it  is  this.   When  the  pale-face  drove  off  the 
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djusted,  as  to  permit  Many  tongues  to  give  full 
ffect  to  each  syllable  he  translated. 

''My  brethren,"  said  Eaglesflight,  addressing 
kelnjins  and  the  other  auditors,  rather  than 
my  one  else,  "  you  have  heard  the  words  of 
^  They  are  the  words  of  wisdom.  They 
ire  the  words  of  truth.  The  Upright  of  the 
)iu>ndagoes  cannot  lie.  He  never  could.  The 
ireat  Spirit  made  him  a  just  Indian ;  and,  as 
he  Great  Spirit  makes  an  Indian,  so  he  is. 
^j  brethren,  I  will  tell  you  his  story ;  it  will 
>e  good  for  you  to  hear  it.  We  have  heard 
'OUT  story ;  first  from  the  interpreter,  now  from 
Jusquesus.  It  is  a  bad  story.  We  were  made 
(ttrowful  when  we  heard  it.  What  is  right 
hould  be  done;  what  is  wrong,  should  not  be 
lone.  There  are  bad  red-men,  and  good  red- 
^eni  there  are  bad  pale-faces  and  good  pale- 
Mea,  The  good  red-men  and  good  pale-faces 
0  what  is  right ;  the  bad,  what  is  wrong.  It 
» the  same  with  both.  The  Great  Spirit  of 
he  Indian  and  the  Great  Spirit  of  the  white 
>ui  are  alike;  so  are  the  wicked  spirits.  There 
>  lio  difference  in  this. 

^My  brethren,  a  red-man  knows  in  his  heart 
'hen  he  does  what  is  right,  and  when  he  does 
'luit  is  wrong.     He  does  not  want  to  be  told. 
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"  My  brethren,  I  am  talking  of  what  was  a 
hundred  winters  since.  We  were  not  bom 
then.  Susquesus  was  then  young,  and  strong, 
and  active.  He  could  run  with  the  deer,  and 
battle  with  the  bear.  He  was  a  cliief,  because 
his  fathers  were  chiefs  before  him.  The  Onon- 
dagocs  knew  him  and  loved  him.  Not  a  war- 
path was  opened,  that  he  was  not  the  first  to  go 
on  it.  No  other  warrior  could  count  so  many 
scalps.  No  young  chief  had  so  many  listeners 
at  the  council-fire.  The  Onondagocs  were 
proud  that  they  had  so  great  a  chief,  and  one 
60  young.  They  thought  he  would  live  a  long 
time,  and  they  should  see  liira,  and  be  proud  of 
him  for  fifty  winters  more. 

"  My  brethren,  Susquesus  has  lived  twice 
fifty  winters  longer ;  but  he  has  not  lived  them 
with  his  own  people.  No;  he  has  been  a 
stranger  among  the  Onondagoes  all  that  time. 
The  warriors  he  knew  arc  dead.  The  wigwams 
that  he  went  into,  have  fallen  to  the  earth  with 
time ;  the  graves  have  crumbled,  and  the  sons' 
sons  of  his  companions  walk  heavily  with  old 
age.  Susquesus  is  there ;  you  see  him ;  he 
sees  you.  He  can  walk ;  he  speaks ;  he  sees : 
he  is  a  living  tradition  I  Why  is  this  so? — The 
Great  Spirit  has  not  called  him  away.     He  is  a 
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just  Indian,  and  it  is  good  that  he  be  luptkRi 
that  all  red-men  may  know  how  moA  )m  B 
loved.  So  long  as  he  stays,  no  redHDHftiBei 
want  a  calico  bag. 

^  My  brethren,  the  younger  dayi  of  3v^ 
quesus,  the  Trackless,  were  ha|^.  Whoi  hi 
had  seen  twenty  winters,  he 
the  neighbouring  tribes.  The  i 
a  great  many.  When  he  had  seen  1 
no  chief  of  the  Onandagoes  had  i 
more  power.  He  was  first  amoi^  die  Ommkt 
goes.  There  was  but  one  fault  in  i 
not  take  a  squaw  into  his  wigwam. 
when  he  is  not  looked  for ;  so  does  marriagef 
At  length  my  father  beooue  like  other  iiieTi,»oJ 
wished  for  a  squaw.     It  happened  in  lhl$  viTi 

"  My  brethren,  red-men  have  laws,  as  well  ai 
the  pale-faces.  If  there  is  n  difference,  it  i*  i« 
keeping  those  laws.  A  law  of  the  f^-«< 
gives  every  warrior  his  prisonei^  If  he  bring 
off  a  warrior,  he  is  his;  if  a  sqtuiw;  abe  U  liiau 
This  is  right  He  can  take  the  scalp  of  tk 
warrior ;  he  can  take  tJie  squaw  itito  bia  wi^ 
wam,  if  it  be  empty.  A  warrior,  named  Witet** 
fowl,  brought  in  a  captive  girl  of  tha  Dekwarv*' 
She  was  called  Ouithwitli,  and  was  bandioiQi^ 
than  the  humming-bird.     The  Waterfowl  let 
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ars  open,  and  heard  how  beautiful  she  was. 

vatched  long  to  take  her,  and  he  did  take 

She  was  his,  and  he  thought  to  take  her 

his  wigwam  when  it  was  empty.  Three 
18  passed,  before  that  could  be.  In  the 
itime,  Susquesus  saw  Ouithwith,  and 
bwith  saw  Susquesus.  Their  eyes  were 
r  off  each  other.  He  was  the  noblest 
te  of  the  woods,  in  her  eyes ;  she  was  the 
;ed-fawn,  in  his.  He  wished  to  ask  her  to 
''igwam ;  she  wished  to  go. 
My  brethren,  Susquesus  was  a  great  chief; 
ifVaterfowl  was  only  a  warrior.  One  had 
jr  and  authority ;  the  other  had  neither, 
there  is  authority  among  red-men  beyond 

of  the  chief.  It  is  the  red*man*s  law. 
hwith  belonged  to  the  Waterfowl,  and  she 
not  belong  to  Susquesus.  A  great  council 
held,  and  men  differed.  Some  said  that  so 
il  a  chief,  so  renowned  a  warrior  as  Sus- 
us,  ought  to  be  the  husband  of  Ouithwith ; 
i  said  her  husband  ought  to  be  the  Water^ 
,  for  he  had  brought  her  out  from  among 
Delawares.  A  great  difficulty  arose  on  this 
tion,  and  the  whole  Six  Nations  took  part 
t.  Many  warriors  were  for  the  law,  but 
'  were  for  Susquesus,    They  loved  him,  and 
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Aj  brethren,  that  command  of  the  Water- 
i  was  like  a  wall  of  rock  before  the  door  of 
?rackless'8  wigwam.  Ouithwith  could  not 
.  The  eyes  of  Susquesus  said  *  no,'  while 
jart  said  *  yes.'  He  offered  the  Waterfowl 
Be,  his  powder,  all  his  skins,  his  wigwam ; 
Vaterfowl  would  rather  have  his  prisoner, 
jiswered,  *  no.'  *  Take  my  scalp,'  he  said ; 
are  strong  and  can  do  it;  but  do  not  take 
risoner.' 

^y  brethren,  Susquesus  then  stood  up,  in 
nidst  of  the  tribe,  and  opened  his  mind. 
Waterfowl  is  right,'  he  said.  *  She  is  his, 
ir  laws ;  and  what  the  laws  of  the  red-man 
;he  red-man  must  do.  When  the  warrior 
\\xt  to  be  tormented,  and  he  asks  for  time  to 
»me  and  see  his  friends,  does  he  not  come 
at  the  day  and  hour  agreed  on  ?  Shall  I, 
aesus,  the  first  chief  of  the  Onondagocs,  be 
ger  than  the  law  ?  No — my  face  would  be 
'.er  hid  in  the  bushes,  did  that  come  to  pass. 
)uld  not  be — it  shall  not  be.  Take  her, 
^rfowl ;  she  is  yours.  Deal  kindly  by  her, 
le  is  as  tender  as  the  wren  when  it  first  quits 
est  I  must  go  into  the  woods  for  a  while, 
n  my  mind  is  at  peace,  Susquesus  will  return. 
Srethren,  the  stillness  in  that  tribe,  while 
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self-conceit,  and  menacing  to  their  success. 

irmur  ran  through  the  assembly,  and  a 

followed.     The  Injins  rattled  their  rifles, 

relying  on  intimidation   to   effect    their 

se;   but  a  few  seemed   influenced  by  a 

intention,  and  I  have  never  doubted  that 

would  have  been  shed  in  the  next  minute, 

iians  now  standing  to  their  arms,  had  not 

riff  of  the  county  suddenly  appeared  on 

zza,  with  Jack  Dunning  at  his  elbow. 

expected  apparition  produced  a  pause, 

vhich  the  "  disguised  and  armed  "  fell 

e  twenty  yards,  and  the  ladies  rushed 

iouse.     As  for  my  uncle  and  myself, 

as  much  astonished  as  any  there  at 

iption. 
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2 


OR,    THE  REDSKINS.  263 

absurdities  into  which  democracy  has  fallen,  and 
Jemocracy  is  no  more  infallible  than  individual 
iemocrats,  has  been  to  make  the  officers  of  the 
militia,  and  the  sheriffs  of  counties,  elective. 
The  consequences  are,  that  the  militia  is  con- 
verted into  a  farce,  and  the  execution  of  the 
laws  in  a  particular  county  is  very  much  depen- 
dent on  the  pleasure  of  that  county  to  have 
them  executed  or  not.  The  last  is  a  capital 
arrangement  for  the  resident  debtor,  for  instance^ 
though  absent  creditors  are  somewhat  disposed 
to  find  fault.  But  all  this  is  of  no  great  moment, 
since  the  theories  for  laws  and  governments  in 
vogue  just  now  are  of  such  a  character  as  would 
render  laws  and  governments  quite  unnecessary 
at  all,  were  they  founded  in  truth.  Kestraints 
of  all  kinds  can  only  be  injurious  when  they  are 
imposed  on  perfection ! 

The  instant  the  commotion  commencM,  and 
the  ladies  fled,  I  took  Seneca  and  his  fellow- 
prisoner  by  the   arm,  and  led   them  into  the 

happen  to  read  this  book,  that  we  have  made  this  explanation 
lest  that  comprehensiTe  view  of  things,  which  has  hitherto 
been  so  eager,  because  a  street  and  a  house  are  named  in  the 
pages  of  a  fiction,  to  suppose  that  everybody  is  to  believe  they 
know  the  very  individnal  who  dwelt  in  it,  should  fancy  that 
our  allusions  are  to  this  or  that  partiealar  funcUoiiaiy. — 
Editor. 
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library.  This  I  didj  conceiving  it  to  be  ui 
to  keep  prisoners  in  a  situation  of  dungiT. 
I  did,  too,  without  reflecting  in  the  Ica^t 
anything  but  the  character  of  the  act  Kt?t 
ing  to  the  piazza  immediately,  I  was  nut  ml 
and  waa  a  witneea  of  all  that  passed. 

As  has  been  intimated,  this  particular  si 
was  known  to  be  unfavourable  to  the  anti- 
movement,  and  J  no  one  supposing  he  w 
appear  in  their  midst  unsupportetl,  in  sUi 
scene,  tbe  Injins  fell  back,  thus  arresting 
danger  of  an  immediate  collision.  It  ha.-^ : 
been  privately  intimated  to  me,  that  some  an 
them,  after  hearing  the  narrative  of  Eoj 
flight,  really  felt  ashamed  that  a  redskin  A 
have  a  more  lively  sense  of  justice  than  a  ^ 
mtOu  Whatever  may  be  eaid  of  the  hardi 
of  the  tenants,  and  of  "poodle  usagesj^'aii 
"aristocracy,'' and  "fathenB,'*by  the  leader 
thTs  matter,  it  by  no  means  follows  that  t 
leader^elieve  in  their  own  theories  and  a 
menta.  On  the  contraryj  it  is  generally 
case  with  such  men,  that  they  keep  themfi 
quite  free  from  the  excitement  that  it  u 
business  to  awaken  in  others^  reiennbling 
celebrated  John  Wilkes,  who  gravely  m 
George  lU.,  in  describing  the  ehatmeter 
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former  co-operator  in   agitation,   ^^  He  was  a 
Wilksite,  sir ;  /  never  was." 

The  unexpected  appearance  of  Dunning,  the 
offending  agent,  too,  was  not  without  its  effect, 
— for  they  who  were  behind  the  curtains  found 
it  difficult  to  believe  that  he  would  dare  to  show 
himself  at  Kavensnest  without  a  sufficient  supr 
port.  Those  who  thought  thus,  however,  did  not 
know  Jack  Dunning.  He  had  a  natural  and  ju- 
dicious aversion  to  being  tarred  and  feathered, 
it  is  true ;  but,  when  it  was  necessary  to  expose 
himself,  no  man  did  it  more  freely.  The  ex^ 
planation  of  his  unlooked-for  arrival  is  simply 
this. 

Uneasy  at  our  manner  of  visiting  Ravensnest, 
this  trustworthy  friend,  after  the  delay  of  a  day 
or  two,  determined  to  follow  us.  On  reaching 
the  county  he  heard  of  the  firing  of  the  barn, 
and  of  the  attempt  on  the  house,  and  went  in 
quest  of  the  sheriff  without  a  moment's  delay. 
As  the  object  of  Dunning  was  to  get  the  ladies 
out  of  the  lion's  den,  he  did  not  wait  for  the 
siunmoning  of  the  posse  ccmitatus ;  but,  hiring 
a  dozen  resolute  fellows,  they  were  armed,  and 
all  set  out  in  a  body  for  the  Nest.  When 
within  a  mile  or  two  of  the  house,  the  rumour 
reached  the  party  that  we  were  besieged ;  tad 

VOL.  m.  N 


;uid  tathor,  both  as  man  an 
the  exact  situation  of  the  c 
Tarious  peculiar  features  of 
other  arrangements  that  ho 
yearns,  a  door  had  been  opei 
long  gallery  which  led  thro 
and  a  flight  of  steps  bee 
rocks^  by  means  of  whicl 
walks  that  meandered  throi 
followed  the  windings  of  t 
reached.  Dunning  detcni 
ascent  from  this  quarter,  tr 
self  heard  by  some  one  w 
the  door  fastened.  Evcrj 
his  wishes, — llie  cook,  aloi 
hold,  being  at  her  post  in 
seeing  him  the  instant  he  f 
the  upper  part  of  tlie  step 
tace  was  so  well  known  at 
good  woman  did  not  hesii 
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he  kept  concealed  by  sending  them  into  the 
chambers,  while  he  and  the  sheriff  drew  near 
the  door,  and  heard  most  of  the  speech  of  Eagles- 
flight,  the  attention  of  everybody  being  given 
to  the  narrative.     The  reader  knows  the  rest. 

I  might  as  well  say  at  once,  however,  that 
Opportunity,  who,  by  her  position,  had  seen 
the  entrance  of  Dunning  and  his  party,  no 
sooner  found  herself  alone  with  the  prisoners, 
than  she  unbound  them,  and  showed  them  the 
means  of  flight,  by  the  same  passage,  door,  and 
steps.  At  least,  such  has  been  my  supposition, 
for  the  sister  has  never  been  questioned  on  the 
subject.  Seneca  and  his  co-rascal  vanished, 
and  have  not  since  been  seen  in  our  part  of  the 
country.  In  consequence  of  the  flight,  no  one 
has  ever  complained  of  either  for  arson.  The 
murder  of  Steele,  the  deputy-sheriff  of  Dela- 
ware, has  given  a  check  to  the  **  Injin"  system, 
and  awakened  a  feeling  in  the  country  that  was 
not  to  be  resisted,  in  that  form  at  least,  by 
men  engaged  in  a  scheme  so  utterly  opposed 
to  the  first  principles  of  honesty  as  anti- 
rentism. 

When  I  regidned  the  piazza,  after  thrusting 
Seneca  into  the  library,  the  Injins  had  fallen 
back  to  the  distance  qt  twenty  or  thirty  yards 
n2 
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began  to  show  themselves  at  the  windows 
of  the  chambers,  thrusting  muskets  and  rifles 
out  before  them,  and  the  "  disguised  and  armed,** 
as  has  invariably  been  the  case  in  the  anti-rent 
disturbances,  exhibited  a  surprising  facility  at 
the  retreat.  If  he  is  "  thrice-armed  who  hath 
his  quarrel  just,"  ten  times  is  he  a  coward  who 
hath  his  quarrel  unjust.  This  is  the  simple 
solution  of  the  cowardice  that  has  been  so 
generally  shown  by  those  who  have  been  en- 
gaged in  this  "  Injin"  warfare ;  causing  twenty 
to  chase  one,  secret  attempts  on  the  lives  of 
sentinels,  and  all  the  other  violations  of  manly 
feeling  that  have  disgraced  the  proceedings 
of  the  heroes. 

As  soon  as  released  from  all  immediate  ap- 
prehension on  the  score  of  the  Injins,  we  had 
time  to  attend  to  the  Indians.  These  warriors 
gazed  after  those  who  were  caricaturing  their 
habits,  and  most  of  all  their  spirit,  with  silent 
contempt;  and  Prairiefire,  who  spoke  a  little 
English,  said  to  me  with  emphasis,  ^'  Poor  Injin 
— poor  tribe — run  away  from  own  whoop !" 
This  was  positively  every  syllable  the  men  of 
the  prairies  deigned  to  bestow  on  these  dis- 
turbers of  the  public  peace,  the  agents  of 
covetousness,  who  prowl  about  at  night,  like 


2n  x^tt35sist; 

w>ii^^&.  nadj  z.:  ^Ize  rhe  stray  lamb^  bat  are 

rxiii  t:  sifiai  :c  a:  zhf*  jn^wl  of  the  masdC 

Cte  T^iinszz  -ixrrfs*  hi=i5etf  ia  terms  too  biiA 

IT  <rii:!i   -vT^cjii>=s^   Tb>    in    no  instanoe  fatte 

nam->*gc*i  a  t^jZii^itj  sr^rk  of  the  true  spirit  of 

iv:&rLiblT    quailed    before 

authority  has  asBumed  in 

'jZ   i:5   power,  and  as  in- 

:z    luder    foot,    whenerer 

•jv2t  ot"  the  questioo. 

•>•:  ^ti5*;"iei;i*  hrul  l^en  a  quiet  observer  of 

ill  t^  lonec.      He  knev  the  oatme  of  tbe 

figcir^ASi:^*.  izfi  nn'i::r^toodeveiTthiiigiDstend 

?^  x.fc&  .^:c:>^::(M  wirh   the   outbreaks.    Ai 

jwa  iB  :ri=r  v-^  nernored  on  the   piazfl^  he 

rraK  :o».*<  :zfcr^  to  address  his  gnesta. 

-  Mj  .«ill»in»3-*  he  said,  solemnly,  "yon hear 
sj  TiHce  f*.Y  the  last  time.  Even  the  wren 
:aa2i:c  sL::?  f^^r  ever.  The  very  eagle's  wing 
^^!cs  tir<eii  in  dme.  I  shall  soon  cease  to  qiesL 
Whcsi  I  r«:krh  the  happy  hunting-gioondB  of 
chf  Ooxi'ia^oes^  I  will  tell  the  waiiiora  I  meet 
t2ii£r«  cr  your  visit.  Yoor  fathers  shall  know 
dfett  i&eir  icos  still  loTe  justice^  Ijei  the  pale- 
£iice«  sign  pd^iers.  and  laugh  at  them  afterwaidi 
The  pnxnke  of  a  red-man  is  hia  law.  If  he  k 
a  prisoner,  and  his  conqueran  wiah  ta 
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torment  him,  they  are  too  generous  to  do  so 
without  letting  him  go  to  his  tribe  to  take  leave 
of  his  friends.  When  the  time  is  reached,  he 
comes  back.  If  he  promises  skins,  he  brings 
them,  though  no  law  can  follow  into  the  woods 
to  force  him  to  do  so.  His  promise  goes  with 
him;  his  promise  is  stronger  than  chains — it 
brings  him  back. 

"  My  children,  n|}yer  forget  this.  You  are 
not  pale-faces,  to  say  one  thing  and  do  another. 
What  you  say,  you  do.  When  you  make  a 
law,  you  keep  it.  This  is  right.  No  red-man 
wants  another's  wigwam.  If  he  wants  a  wig- 
wam, he  builds  one  himself.  It  is  not  so  with 
the  pale-faces.  The  man  who  has  no  wigwam 
tries  to  get  away  his  neighbour's.  While  he 
does  this,  he  reads  in  his  Bible  and  goes  to  his 
church,  I  have  sometimes  thought,  the  more 
he  reads  and  prays,  the  more  he  tries  to  get 
into  his  neighbour's  wigwam.  So  it  seems  to 
an  Indian,  but  it  may  not  be  so. 

**  My  children,  the  red-man  is  his  own  master. 
He  goes  and  comes  as  he  pleases.  If  the  young 
men  strike  the  war-path,  he  can  strike  it,  too. 
He  can  go  on  the  war-path,  or  the  hunt,  or  he 
can  stay  in  his  wigwam.  All  he  has  to  do,  is 
to  keep  his  promise,  not  steal,  and  not  to  go 
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into  another  red-man's  wigwam  unasked.  He 
w  his  own  master.  He  does  not  $av  so;  he 
f>  so.  How  is  it  with  the  pale-faces?  They 
say  they  are  free  when  the  sun  rises  ;  they  say 
they  are  free  when  the  sun  is  over  their  head? : 
they  say  they  are  free  when  the  sun  goes  duwn 
hehind  the  liills.  They  never  stop  talking  of 
their  being  their  own  masters.  They  talk  of 
thai  more  than  they  read  their  Bibles.  I  hnvc 
lived  near  a  hundred  winters  among  them,  and 
know  wliat  they  are.  They  do  that ;  then  they 
take  away  another's  wigwam.  They  talk  «>f 
liberty ;  then  they  say  you  shall  have  this  farm. 
you  shan't  have  tliat.  They  talk  of  lil>erty, 
and  call  to  one  another  to  put  on  calico  bag?^ 
that  fifty  men  may  tar  and  feather  one.  They 
talk  of  liberty,  and  want  everything  their 
own  way. 

'*  My  children^  these  pale-faces  might  go 
back  with  you  to  the  prairiesy  and  learn  to  do 
what  is  right.  I  do  not  wonder  they  hide 
their  taces  in  bagsL  They  feel  ashamed ;  they 
oo^t  to  feel  ashamed. 

^'  My  children,  this  is  the  last  time  you  will 
hear  my  voice.  The  tongue  of  an  old  man 
cannot  move  for  ever.  This  ia  mj  oounael:  do 
what  is  ri^t    The  Great  Spirit  will  tell  yoo 
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what  that  is.  Let  it  be  done.  What  my  son 
said  of  me  is  true.  It  was  hard  to  do ;  the 
feelings  yearned  to  do  otherwise,  but  it  was 
not  done.  In  a  little  time  peace  came  on  my 
spirit,  and  I  was  glad.  I  could  not  go  back 
to  live  among  my  people,  for  I  was  afraid  of 
doing  what  was  wrong.  I  stidd  among  the 
pale-faces,  and  made  friends  here.  My  children, 
farewell;  do  what  is  right,  and  you  will  be 
happier  than  the  richest  pale-face  who  does 
what  is  wrong." 

Susquesus  took  his  Scat,  and  at  the  same  time 
each  of  the  redskins  advanced  and  shook  his 
hand.  The  Indians  make  few  professions,  but 
let  their  acts  speak  for  them.  Not  a  syllable 
was  uttered  by  one  of  those  rude  warriors  as 
he  took  his  leave  of  Susquesus.  Each  man 
had  willingly  paid  this  tribute  to  one  whose 
justice  and  self-denial  were  celebrated  in  their 
traditions,  and  having  paid  it,  he  went  his  way 
satisfied,  if  not  altogether  happy.  Each  man 
shook  hands,  too,  with  all  on  the  piazza,  and 
to  us  they  expressed  their  thanks  for  their  kind 
treatment.  My  uncle  Ro  had  distributed  the 
remains  of  his  trinkets  among  them,  and  they 
left  us  with  the  most  amicable  feelings.  Still 
there  was  nothing  dramatic  in  their  departure. 
N  3 


visit  appeared  to  us  all 
reality.  No  interruptio: 
of  these  men,  and  Iialf 
lefl  the  piazza  we  saw  i 
up  the  hill,  descending 
them. 

"  Well,  Hodge,"  said 

three  hours  later,  "  wha 

you  remain  here,  or  wil 

place  in  Westchester  ?  *' 

"  I  will  remain  here  i 

to  depart;  then  we  wil 

free  as  Indians,  and  go 

vided  always  we  do  not 

wigwam  against  his  wilL 

Jack   Dunning   smile 

lihnuy  once  or  twice  bei 

''  They  told   me,  as  8 

ooonty,  that  jou^  and 

were  preparing    to    retr 
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truth  that  so  much  embellish  the  morality  of 
the  whole  affair.  What  men  wish,  they  fancy, 
and  what  they  fancy,  they  say.  The  girls,  even, 
protest  they  would  not  quit  the  house  while  it 
has  a  roof  to  cover  their  heads.  But,  Jack, 
whence  comes  this  spirit?" 

^^  I  should  think  that  was  the  last  question  a 
reasonably  informed  man  need  ask,"  answered 
Dunning,  laughing.  "  It  is  very  plain  where  it 
comes  from. — It  comes  from  the  devil,  and  has 
every  one  of  the  characteristics  of  his  handy- 
work.  In  the  first  place,  love  of  money,  or 
eovetousncss,  is  at  its  root.  Then  lies  are  its 
agents.  Its  first  and  most  pretending  lie  is 
that  of  liberty,  every  principle  of  which  it 
tramples  under  foot.  Then  come  in  the  fifty 
auxiliaries  in  the  way  of  smaller  inventions, 
denying  the  facts  of  the  original  settlement 
of  the  country,  fabricating  statements  concern- 
ing its  progress,  and  asserting  directly  in  the 
teeth  of  truth,  such  statements  as  it  is  supposed 
will  serve  a  turn.*     There  can  be  no  mistaking 

*  The  frightful  propenaity  to  effect  ita  purposes  by  lying, 
has  come  to  such  a  head  in  the  country,  as  serioufily  to  threa- 
ten the  Hubversion  of  all  justice.  Without  adycrting  to  gene- 
ral facts,  two  circnmstances  directly  connected  with  this  anti- 
rent  question,  force  themselves  on  my  attention.  They  refer 
to  laige  estates  that  were  inherited  by  an  Fingliwhman,  who 
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control  their  own  indebtedness,  and  fashion 
contracts  to  suit  their  own  purposes  by  com- 
binations and  numbers,  and  pandemonium  would 
soon  be  a  paradise  compared  to  New  York. 
There  is  not  a  single  just  ground  of  complaint 
in  the  nature  of  any  of  these  leases,  whatever 
hardships  may  exist  in  particular  cases;  but, 
admitting  that  there  were  false  principles  of 
social  life,  embodied  in  the  relation  of  landlord 
and  tenant,  as  it  exists  among  us,  it  iconld  be  a 
far  greater  evil  to  attempt  a  reform  under  such  a 
combinatioTiy  than  to  endure  the  original  wrong  J* 

"  I  suppose  these  gentry  fancy  themselves 
strong  enough  to  thrust  their  interests  into 
politics,  and  hope  to  succeed  by  that  process. 
But  anti-masonrj^,  and  various  other  schemes 
of  that  sort  have  failed  hitherto,  and  this  may 
fail  along  with  it.  That  is  a  redeeming  feature 
of  the  institutions,  Jack ;  you  may  humbug  for 
a  time,  but  the  humbuggery  is  not  apt  to  last 
for  ever.  It  is  only  to  be  regretted  that  the 
really  upright  portion  of  the  community  are  so 
long  in  making  themselves  felt;  would  they 
only  be  one-half  as  active  as  the  miscreants,  we 
i^hould  get  along  well  enough." 

**  The  result  is  unknown.  The  thing  may 
be  put  down,  totally,  effectually,  and  in  a  way 
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to  Idn  the  snake,  not  scotch  it ;  or  il  miPfh& 
met  with  only  half-way  measaies; 
case  it  will  remain  like  a  disease  in  Ae  ' 
system,  always  existing,  always  iiiiiiiaciiig  is- 
lapses,  quite  possibly  to  be  the  i^oil  €f  Ai 
final  destruction  of  the  body." 

Myunde,  nevertheless, 
word,  and  did  remain  in  the  < 
is  yet.  Our  establishment  has  ; 
reinforcement,  however,  and  a  ( 
shortly  after  our  visit  from  the  Iqn%  fliAt 
policy  of  the  anti-renters,  the  two  giving  w  ft 
feeling  of  security  that  might  odMnriia  lue 
been  wanting.  The  reinfbroemoil  ttam  fam 
certain  young  men,  who  havje 
across  from  the  springs,  and 
the  Nest.  They  are  all  old 
mine,  most  of  them  6chool-iti^ivv7«,  and  §is» 
admirers  of  the  young  l;idie».  Each  of  nj 
uncle's  wards,  the  Coldbrooke  mid  the  ilantoa, 
has  an  accepted  lo\  cr«  as  we  now  dbc^vcred, 
circumstances  that  ha^  e  led  tnc  tutob^mi^tcci  ia 
pursuing  my  suit  with  M^ry  Warren.  I  hatt 
found  Patt  a  capital  ally,  for  she  love^  the  dear 
girl  almost  as  much  as  I  do  mji^eir,  and  hai 
been  of  great  service  in  the  mffiiir.  1  ant  COQ^ 
ditionally  aooepled,  though  Mr.  WarrenV  ceo- 
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flcnt  has  not  been  naked.  Indeed,  I  much 
question  if  the  good  rector  has  the  least  suspicion 
of  what  is  in  the  wind.  As  for  my  uncle  Ro, 
he  knew  all  about  it,  though  I  have  never 
breathed  a  syllable  to  him  on  the  subject.  For- 
tunately, he  IS  well  satisfied  with  the  choice 
made  by  his  two  wards,  and  this  has  somewhat 
mitigated  the  disappointment 

My  uncle  Ro  is  not  in  the  least  mercenary ; 
and  the  circumstance  that  Mary  Warren  has 
not  a  cent,  gives  him  no  concern.  He  is,  indeed, 
so  rich  himself  that  he  knows  it  is  in  his  power 
to  make  any  reasonable  addition  to  my  means, 
and,  if  necessary,  to  place  mc  above  the  dangers 
of  anti-rentism.  The  following  is  a  specimen 
of  his  humour,  and  of  his  manner  of  doing 
things  when  the  humour  takes  him.  We  were 
in  the  library  one  morning,  about  a  week  after 
the  Injins  were  shamed  out  of  the  field  by  the 
Indians,  for  that  was  the  secret  of  their  final 
disappearance  from  our  part  of  the  country ; 
but,  one  morning,  about  a  week  after  their  last 
visit,  my  grandmother,  my  uncle,  Patt  and  I 
were  seated  in  the  library,  chatting  over  mat- 
ters and  things,  when  my  uncle  •  suddenly 
exclaimed — 

'*  By  the  way,  Hugh,  I  have  a  piece  of  im- 
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lose,  sir,"  I  answered,  but  little  disturbed  by  the 
intelligence ;  ^*  and  it  might  embarrass  me  to 
raise  so  large  a  sum  in  a  hurry.  Nevertheless, 
I  confess  to  no  very  great  concern  on  the  subject, 
notwithstanding  your  announcement  I  have 
no  debts,  and  the  title  to  all  I  possess  is  indis- 
putable, unless  it  shall  be  decided  that  a  royal 
grant  is  not  to  be  tolerated  by  republicans," 

"  All  very  fine,  Master  Hugh,  but  you  forget 
that  you  are  the  natural  heir  of  my  estate. 
Patt  knows  that  she  is  to  have  a  slice  of  it  when 
she  marries ;  and  I  am  now  about  to  make  a 
settlement  of  just  as  much  more  on  another 
young  lady,  by  way  of  marriage  portion." 

"  Roger ! "  exclaimed  my  grandmother,  "  you 
surely  do  not  mean  what  you  say  I  Of  as  much 
more!" 

"  Of  precisely  that  money,  my  dear  mother. 
I  have  taken  a  fancy  to  a  young  lady,  and  as  I 
cannot  marry  her  myself,  I  am  determined  to 
make  her  a  good  match,  so  far  as  money  is  con* 
cemed,  for  some  one  else." 

"  But  why  not  marry  her  yourself?"  I  asked: 
''  older  men  than  yourself  marry  every  day." 

"  Ay,  widowers,  I  grant  you ;  they  will 
marry  until  they  are  a  thousand :  but  it  is  not 
so  with  us  bachelors.    Let  a  man  onoe  get  fairly 
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past  forty,  and  it  is  no  easy  matter  to  biingUm 
to  the  sacrifice.  No>  Jack  Diinning^a  being 
here  is  the  most  fortunate  thin^  in  the  worid; 
and  so  I  have  set  him  at  work  to  draw  up  a 
settlement  on  the  young  lady  to  whom  I  lefcr, 
without  any  rights  to  her  future  husbaad,  kl 
him  turn  out  to  be  whom  he  may.** 

**  It  is  Mary  Warren  !"  exchiimed  my  flsfter, 
in  a  tone  of  delight. 

My  uncle  smiled,  and  he  tried  to  look  de- 
mure ;  but  I  cannot  say  that  he  succeeded  ptt^ 
ticularly  well. 

"  It  is— it  is — it  is  Mary  Warren,  and  nock 
Ro  means  to  give  her  a  fortune !"  added  Vtt^ 
bounding  across  the  floor  like  a  young  deefj 
throwing  herself  into  her  guardian's  lap^  kuggn 
and  kissing  him,  as  if  she  were  nothmg  hot  i 
child,  though  a  fine  young  woman  of  mneteen 
'*  Yes,  it  is  Mary  Warren,  and  uncle  Biadgt  i 
a  delightful  old  gentleman, — ^no^  a  dd^htfU 
young  gentleman ;  iind  were  he  only  thirty  JMB 
younger,  he  should  have  his  own  lieims  tat  i 
wife  himself.  Good,  dear,  generoui^ 
uncle  Ro.  This  is  so  like  him,  after  all  I 
appointment ;  for  I  know,  Hugh,  his  1 
set  on  your  marrying  Henrietta. 

'*  And  what  has  my  marrying^  or : 
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ing  Henrietta,  to  do  with  this  settlement  of 
fifty  thousand  dollars  on  Miss  Warren  ?  The 
young  ladies  are  not  even  connected,  I  believe." 

**  Oh !  you  know  how  all  such  things  are 
managed,^  said  Patt,  blushing  and  laughing  at 
the  passing  allusion  to  matrimony,  even  in  an- 
other ;  "  Mary  Warren  will  not  be  Mary  War* 
ren  always. *" 

"  Who  will  she  be,  then?"  demanded  uncle 
Ro,  quickly. 

But  Patt  was  too  true  to  the  rights  and  pri- 
vileges of  her  sex  to  say  anything  directly  that 
might  seem  to  commit  her  friend.  She  patted 
her  uncle's  cheek,  therefore,  like  a  saucy  minx 
as  she  was,  coloured  still  higher,  looked  archly 
at  me,  then  averted  her  eyes  consciously,  as  if 
betraying  a  secret,  and  returned  to  her  seat  as 
demurely  as  if  the  subject  had  been  one  of  the 
gravest  character. 

**  But  are  you  serious  in  what  you  have  told 
us,  Roger?"  asked  my  grandmother,  with  more 
interest  than  I  supposed  the  dear  old  lady  would 
be  apt  to  feel  on  such,  a  subject.  "  Is  not  this 
settlement  a  matter  of  fancy  ?" 

**  True  as  the  gospel,  my  dear  mother." 

"  And  is  Martha  right  ?  Is  Mary  Warren 
really  the  favoured  young  lady?" 


m 


"  For  a  novel 

"  Does  Mary " 
or  Kas  her  fathei 

"  Both  know 
ther,  last  evenin. 

"To  what?" 
the  emphasis  ou 
ft  cant  to  he  ovei 

"  To  receive 
is  mj  own  nan 
»nd  what  IS  m( 
ahle;  " 

"  We  all  knc 
ahle,"  pat  in  Pa 
agree  ah  le  in  oo  i 

"Pshawj  girl 
you  would  know 
English  for  agrc 
agreea  to  become 
tlepagCj  and  I  i 
her,  in  considers 

"This  Hugh 
throwing  an  an 
Hugh  Koger  L 
dearest,  deareat 
an  hour/* 
'*  Excuse  me. 
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time  would  be  as  much  as  I  could  reasonably 
expect  I  believe  you  are  right,  however,  as  I 
do  not  remember  that  this  Hugh  Roger  had 
any  connexion  with  the  affair,  unless  it  were  to 
give  his  money.  I  shall  deny  none  of  your 
imputations." 

Just  as  this  was  said,  the  door  of  the  library 
was  slowly  opened,  and  Mary  Warren  appeared. 
Hie  moment  she  saw  who  composed  our  party, 
die  would  have  drawn  back,  but  my  grand- 
mother kindly  bade  her  "  come  in." 

"  I  was  afraid  of  disturbing  a  family  party, 
ma'am,"  Mary  timidly  answered. 

Patt  darted  forward,  threw  her  arm  around 
Mary's  waist,  and  drew  her  into  the  room, 
closing  and  locking  the  door.  All  this  was 
done  in  a  way  to  attract  attention,  and  as  if  the 
young  lady  wished  to  attract  attention.  We 
all  smiled  but  Mary,  who  seemed  half  pleased, 
half  frightened. 

"  It  is  a  family  party,"  cried  Patt,  kissing  her 
affianced  sister,  ^^  and  no  one  else  shall  be 
admitted  to  it,  unless  good  Mr.  Warren  come 
to  claim  his  place.  Uncle  Ro  has  told  us  all 
about  it,  and  we  know  all." 

Mary  hid  her  face  in  Patt's  bosom,  but  it 
was  soon  drawn  out  by  n^y  dear  grandmother. 
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divine,  who  can  just  make  the  year  meet  OH 
five  hundred  dollars  per  annum.  I  let  them 
grumble,  as  I  know  thej  must  and  will  find 
fault  with  something  connected  with  myself, 
until  they  have  got  away  my  land,  or  are  satis-- 
fied  it  is  not  to  be  had.  As  for  Opportunity,  I 
have  been  assured  that  she  threatens  to  sue  me 
for  a  "  breach  of  promise;"  nor  should  I  be  at 
all  surprised  were  she  actually  to  make  the 
attempt.  It  is  by  no  means  unusual,  when  a 
person  sets  his  or  her  whole  soul  on  a  particular 
object,  to  imagine  circumstances  favourable  to 
his  or  her  views,  which  never  had  an  existence ; 
and  Opportunity  may  fancy  that  what  I  have 
heard  has  been  "  the  buzzing  in  her  own  ear." 
Then  the  quackery  of  legislatures  has  set  the 
ladies  at  work  in  earnest,  and  he  will  soon  be  a 
fortunate  youth  who  can  pass  through  his  days 
of  celibacy  without  some  desperate  assault, 
legal  or  moral,  from  the  other  sex.  Besides, 
nothing  can  be  out  of  the  way,  when  it  is  found 
that  the  more  popular  and  most  numerous 
branch  of  the  Legislature  of  New  York  really 
believes  it  can  evade  that  solemn  provision  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  which 
says  **  no  State  shall  pass  any  law  impairing  the. 


•T  vli  -'t  I.:  :»'M 


^ 


OB,    THE   RED8RIN8.  289 

which  the  debtors  of  the  deceased  can  meet 
his  obligations  with  a  coin  technically  called 
"  puppies." 

Jaaf  drivels  away.  The  black  occasionally 
mumbles  out  his  sentiments  concerning  past 
events,  and  the  state  of  the  coimtry.  An  anti- 
renter  he  regards  as  he  would  a  thief,  and  makes 
no  bones  of  saying  so.  Sometimes  he  blunders 
on  a  very  good  remark  in  connexion  with  the 
subject,  and  one  he  made  no  later  than  yester- 
day, is  worthy  of  notice. 

"  What  dem  feller  want,  Masser  Hugh?"  he 
demanded.  "  Dey's  got  one  half  of  deir  farms, 
and  now  dey  wants  tudder  half  S'pose  I  own 
a  cow,  or  a  sheep,  in  par'nership,  what  right  I 
got  to  say  I  will  have  him  all  ?  Gosh !  dere  no 
sich  law  in  ole  time.  Den,  who  ebber  see  sich 
poor  Injin !  Kedsldn  mis'rubble  enough,  make'e 
bess  of  him,  but  dis  Injin  so  mis'rubble  dat  I 
doesn't  won'er  you  can't  bear  him.  Oh  I  how 
ole  I  do  git — I  do  t'ink  ole  Sus  can't  last  much 
longer,  too!" 

Old  Susquesus  still  survives,  but  an  object  of 
great  hatred  to  all  the  anti-renters,  farand  near. 

The  "  Injin"  system  has  been  broken  up,  tem- 
porarily at  least,  but  the  spirit  which  brought  it 

VOL.  m.  o 


NOTE  BY  THE  EDITOR 


Here  the  manuscript  of  Mr.  Hugh  Roger  Littlepage, 
jiin.y  terminates.  That  gentieman*s  feelings  have  pro- 
bably forbidden  Lis  relating  events  so  recent  as  those 
which  have  since  occurred.  It  remains,  therefore,  for 
us  to  add  a  few  words. 

Jaaf  died  about  ten  days  since,  railing  at  the  redskins 
to  the  last,  and  talking  about  his  young  massers  and 
missuses  as  lonp;  as  he  had  breath.  As  for  his  own 
descendants,  he  had  not  been  heard  to  name  them  for 
the  last  forty  years. 

Susquesus  still  sun-ivcs,  but  the  "  Injins  "  are  all  de- 
funct. Public  opinion  has,  at  last,  struck  that  tribe  out 
of  existence,  and  it  is  hoped  that  their  calico  bags  have 
been  transmitted  to  certain  politicians  among  us,  who, 
as  certain  as  the  sun  rises  and  sets,  will  find  them  use- 
ful to  conceal  their  own  countenances,  when  contrition 
and  shame  come,  as  contrition  and  shame  will  be  sure 
to  succeed  such  conduct  as  theirs. 

It  may  be  well  to  add  a  word  on  the  subject  of  the  tone 
of  this  book.  It  is  the  language  of  a  man  who  feels  that 
he  has  been  grievously  injured,  and  who  writes  with  the 
ardour  of  youth  increased  by  the  sense  of  wrong.  As 
editors,  we  have  nothing  more  to  do  with  that  than  to 
see,  while  calling  things  by  their  right  names,  that 
language  too  strong  for  the  public  taste  should  not  be 
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In  our  view,  Oregon,  Mexico,  and  £arope,  united 
against  us,  do  not  threaten  this  nation  with  one-half 
as  much  real  danger  as  that  which  menaces  it  at  this 
moment,  from  an  enemy  that  is  now  in  possession  of 
many  of  its  strong-holds,  and  which  is  incessantly  work- 
ing its  evil  under  the  cry  of  liberty,  while  laying  deeper 
the  foundation  of  a  most  atrocious  tyranny. 

I  forgot  to  add,  Mr.  Littlepage  significantly  remarked, 
at  parting,  that  should  Washington  fiul  him,  he  has  the 
refuge  of  Florence  open,  where  he  can  reside  among  the 
other  victims  of  oppression,  with  the  advantage  of  being 
admired  as  a  refugee  from  republican  tyranny. 


THE  END. 


lovdoh: 

B.  CLIT,  PBDreiB,  BEKAP  STBIXT  HILL. 
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